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N  The  men  who  carry  on  the  manufacturing  business  to  the  extent  of  about  one  hundred  and 
ty  millions  of  dollars  annually,  in  a  State  where  the  population  is  less  than  half  a  million,  and 
hers  who  are  successfully  utilizing  many  more  millions  in  the  various  avenues  of  trade  in  close 
uch  with  manufacturing  are  worthy  of  a  place  in  the  records  of  events.  It  is,  therefore,  the  object 
this  book  to  record  their  names  in  convenient  form  for  future  reference,  so  that  their  achieve- 
ents  may  be  knovvn  and  their  life  work  made  a  blessing  to  the  future  generations  of  Rhode 
;land. 

No  records  of  a  general  character  have  ever  been  made  of  the  men  who  held  the  important 
;ins  of  commerce  in  our  State  during  the  past  hundred  years,  and  consequently  there  are  few  re- 
able  sources  of  information  that  give  the  results  of  the  labors  of  the  busy  men  who  shaped  its 
asiness  affairs,  rounding  out  a  century  of  progress  that  may  well  be  looked  upon  as  marvellous, 
sw  states  in  any  country  can  record  such  a  rapid  advance. 

To  atone  somewhat  for  errors  of  the  past,  and  to  make  ample  provision  for  the  future,  this 
iblication  is  issued.  A  production  combining  the  highest  degree  of  perfection  that  the  engrav- 
s  and  printers  arts  have  developed,  with  a  fund  of  information  that  may  be  relied  upon  as  accu- 
te  in  every  detail,  each  item  being  carefully  revised  by  the  editor  and  verified  by  data  furnished 
/  each  individual  manufacturer. 

It  is  intended  to  give  concise  biographical  records  so  far  as  they  pertain  to  their  business 
.reer,  the  kind  of  manufacturing  and  the  amount  of  business  carried  on  by  each,  the  capital  in- 
;sted,  growth,  improvement  in  methods,  number  of  employes,  and  any  other  vuluable  information 
at  may  be  offered,  together  with  half-tone  portraits  and  plates  of  manufacturing  plants  and  their 
oductions.  Portraits  and  articles  inserted  in  this  book  are  not  for  the  purpose  of  e.xalting  any 
;rson,  but  simply  to  show  the  faces  of  a  goodly  number  of  our  manufacturers  doing  business  the 
St  year  of  the  new  century  and  to  give  a  plain  statement  of  facts  relating  to  their  productions, 
heir  own  achievements  must  sing  their  praises. 

No  greater  legacy  can  be  handed  down  to  posterity  than  a  record  of  individual  acquirements, 
plainly  written  as  to  enable  others  to  profit  thereby,  and  improve  upon  if  possible.  What  would 
e  world  do  to-day  without  a  knowledge  of  the  attainments  of  men  like  Franklin,  Morse  and 
dison.-"  The  majority  of  men  do  not  reach  such  high  planes,  but  there  is  scarcely  a  man  of  busi- 
;s,  no  matter  what  line  he  may  represent,  if  he  be  a  thinking  man,  who  has  not  a  few  ideas  that 
e  worthy  of  emulation. 

THE  PUBLISHERS. 


Industries  of  Rhode  Island. 


The  State  of  Rhode  Island,  with  its  population  of  438,556,  produces  annually,  in  manufactured 
goods,  to  the  value  of  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  dollars,  thereby  giving  it  the 
full  right  and  title  to  a  prominent  place  among  the  great  manufacturing  and  commercial  centres  of 
the  world.  This  grand  total  is  made  up  from  a  great  variety  of  articles,  but  the  most  important 
are  cotton,  woolen  and  worsted  goods,  steam  engines,  machinery  and  tools  in  great  variety,  sterling 
silverware  and  jewelry. 

The  wheels  of  many  of  these  industrial  plants  are  kept  going  part  of  the  time  by  utilizing  the 
waters  of  the  Blackstone,  Pawtuxet,  Pawcatuck,  Moshassuck,  Woonasquatucket  and  Wood  Rivers, 
but  steam  and  electricity  provide  the  principal  motive  power  that  keep  in  operation  the  vast 
amount  of  machiney  of  the  manufacturing  plants  of  the  State,  thereby  guaranteeing  no  loss  of 
time  on  account  of  dry  weather  and  low  streams,  such  as  the  old  time  manufacturers  had  to  con- 
tend with,  because  they  were  compelled  to  use  these  water  ways  for  power  exclusively. 

In  several  lines  of  manufactures  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  leads  the  world,  and  in  many  it 
ranks  second  to  none  in  the  quality  and  volume  of  its  productions.  A  large  percentage  of  these 
goods  find  a  ready  market  in  foreign  countries,  and  the  century  just  opening  promises  a  much 
wider  foreign  field  for  our  business  men  to  operate  in. 

More  than  one-fourth  of  the  population  of  the  State  are  employed  in  manufacturing  establish- 
ments, and  a  large  per  cent,  of  these  are  classed  among  the  most  skilled  artisans  to  be  found  in 
any  country,  many  of  them  having  been  picked  from  among  the  best  mechanics  of  Europe  and 
induced  to  come  to  Rhode  Island  to  labor  in  the  various  shops  where  the  highest  degree  of  skill  is 
required  in  bringing  out  the  kind  of  art  productions  that  are  made  by  the  Gorham  Manufacturing 
Company  and  others. 

It  is  not  the  object  of  this  book  to  give  a  detailed  account  of  the  manufacturing  and  business 
conditions  of  the  State,  gleaned  from  sources  of  a  more  or  less  unreliable  nature,  that  in  many 
instances  may  have  been  the  fountain  heads  of  many  glaring  errors  that  have  been  perpetuated  by 
many  an  honest  writer  because  he  accepted  them  as  facts  on  account  of  their  repeated  use,  but  its 
object  is  this :  To  allow  each  individual  manufacturer  and  business  man  to  give  an  account  of 
himself  and  his  business  in  his  own  language,  and  as  much  as  he  deems  advisable  for  the  enlight- 
enment of  its  readers  in  his  particular  line,  thereby  providing  an  original  source  of  information 
that  should  prove  more  accurate  and  complete  than  any  individual  editor  could  possibly  glean  from 
material  ordinarily  at  hand. 

The  following  pages  are  devoted  wholly  to  information  relative  to  Rhode  Island  manufacturers, 
business  men  closely  allied  with  manufacturing,  and  the  products  of  the  establishments  under  their 
control,  in  order  to  show  who  the  men  are,  yiow  living,  that  are  shaping  the  commercial  destiny  of 
our  Commonwealth  at  the  open  door  of  the  Twentieth  Century. 

The  cities  of  Providence,  Pawtucket  and  Central  Falls  combined  are  the  great  commercial  and 
manufacturing  centre  of  the  State,  for  they  constitute  what  might  properly  be  said  to  be  one 
compact  municipality  under  three  separate  governments.  The  cities  and  towns  of  Woonsocket, 
Westerly,  Bristol,  Phenix,  Pascoag,  Warren,  Wakefield,  Peace  Dale,  Hope  Valley,  and  others, 
are  important  business  centres. 


WESTMINSTER    STREET,  PROVIDENCE. 
The  Principal  Retail  Business  Thoroughfare  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island. 
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Wickford  Worsted  Mills. — Since  the  adoption 
of  the  Constitution  of  1S43,  when  James  Fenner 
was  Governor,  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  has 
had  a  number  of  Chief  Magistrates  whose  busi- 
ness was  manufacturing,  but  during  the  past 
decade  men  of  other  callings,  with  one  excep- 
tion, have  filled  the  Governor's  chair.  It  is, 
therefore,  very  fitting  at  the  opening  of  the 
Twentieth  Century,  after  the  close  of  a  hundred 
years  of  progress  in  the  line  of  manufactures 
that  may  well  be  looked  upon  as  marvellous, 
that  a  manufacturing 
Governor  has  been  cho- 
sen. One  who  has 
risen  from  the  first 
steps  in  textile  manu- 
facturing as  an  em- 
ploye, to  the  position 
of  an  employer,  and 
proprietor  of  one  of 
the  successful  woolen 
plants  of  our  State,  an 
experience  that  ena- 
bles him  to  fully  un- 
derstand the  secret  of 
the  success  of  manu- 
facturing, because  of 
his  acquaintance  with 
the  different  stages  of 
the  business  that  lead 
up  to  the  completed 
article,  ready  for  the 
avenues  of  commerce, 
thereby  enabling  him 
to  render  reasonably 
correct  judgment  as  to 
the  kind  of  protection 
the  Rhode  Island  man- 
ufacturer should  have. 

This  being  essential- 
ly a  manufacturing  community,  it  should 
strengthen  the  confidence  of  the  men  having  in 
charge  the  great  industries  of  our  State  to  know 
that  the  man  at  the  helm  is  a  manufacturer, 
fully  versed  in  all  of  the  requirements  that  are 
necessary  to  make  the  State  forge  ahead  in  its 
chosen  field  even  more  rapidly  than  in  the  suc- 
cessful years  gone  by. 

William  Gregory  was  born  in  Astoria,  L.  I., 
August  3,  1849.  His  father,  William  Gregory, 
was  a  carpet  weaver,  and  moved  to  Bean  Hill, 
near  Norwich,  Conn.,  when  William  was  a  small 


William  Gregory.    Governor  of  Rhode  Island 


boy.  In  1857  he  removed  to  Moosup  and  went 
to  work  for  the  Almyville  Company,  and  when 
the  boy  was  ten  years  of  age  he  went  to  work  in 
this  mill.  It  was  in  this  town  that  young  Wil- 
liam procured  his  early  education,  largely  from 
evening  schools.  About  this  time  the  war  broke 
out  and  the  family  removed  to  Westerly,  R.  I., 
where  he  again  went  into  the  mill  to  work ;  this 
time  as  a  designer  in  the  mill  recently  owned  by 
Warren  O.  Arnold.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he 
was  given  charge  of  Whitehead's  mill  at  Au- 
burn, and  a  few  years 
later  was  superintend- 
ent of  another  woolen 
mill  in  Waterford, 
Mass.,  and  later  super- 
intendent of  the  wool- 
en mill  in  Bellville, 
R.  I.;  was  in  Ansonia, 
Conn.,  two  years  from 
1878  ;  in  New  York  as 
general  manager  and 
agent  for  the  A.  T. 
Stewart  Co.  Return- 
ing to  Rhode  Island, 
he  began  the  manufac- 
ture of  worsted  goods 
in  what  was  known  as 
the  Chapin  mill  in 
Wickford,  in  1881,  and 
he  has  since  added  the 
Oak  Hill  mill,  of  Bell- 
ville, to  his  property, 
both  of  which  had  been 
abandoned  for  years. 
There  are  1200  spin- 
dles ;  100  employes. 

Mr.  Gregory  began 
his  political  career  soon 
after  going  into  busi- 
ness. Was  town  Representative  in  1888  and  for 
the  three  succeeding  years;  State  Senator  in 
1894  and  for  the  three  years  following  ;  delegate 
to  the  National  Republican  Convention  in  1896. 
President  and  director  of  the  Wickford  National 
Bank;  director  in  the  Union  Trust  Co.,  trustee 
in  R.  I.  Safe  Deposit  Co.  of  Providence;  chair- 
man State  Board  of  Charities  and  Corrections; 
member  Franklin  Lodge,  No.  20,  A.  F.  and  A.  M. 
of  Westerly,  and  of  the  Central  and  Church- 
man's Clubs  of  Providence.  Elected  Lt.  Gov- 
ernor 1898-99.   Elected  Governor  in  April,  1900- 
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The  Gorham  Manufacturing  Company. —  On 

the  wall  of  one  of  the  upper  rooms  of  the  Gor- 
ham Company  at  Broadway  and  19th  street, 
New  York,  in  its  simple,  old  fashioned  frame, 
hangs  an  old  engraving  dating  from  the  early 
years  of  the  century.  This  example  of  the  skill 
of  some  long  dead  provincial  engraver,  though 
cherished  with  care,  has  little,  perhaps,  to  com- 
mend it  as  a  work  of  art.  It  is  a  view  of  what, 
at  that  time,  was  one 
of  the  leading  hotels 
of  Providence:  "The 
American  House,  by 
Richard  Smith,  cor- 
ner of  North  Main 
and  Steeple  streets, 
opposite  the  First 
Babtist  (sic.)  Meet- 
ing House,"  as  is  care- 
fully set  forth  in  its 
title.  It  is  a  simple, 
four-square,  building, 
whose  style  bespeaks 
the  date  of  its  con- 
struction. It  is  not, 
however,  the  hotel  it- 
self, but  the  little 
gambrel-roofed  dwell- 
ing house  in  its  rear, 
but  a  stone's  throw 
up  Steeple  street, 
which  gives  to  the 
engraving  its  interest 
for  the  Gorham  Com- 
pany. 

Across  the  gable  oi 
this  little  house  runs 
a  sign, "Gorham,  Web- 
ster &  Price,  Silver 
Spoons  and  Jewelry.'' 
Here  it  was  that  in 
1 83 1  Mr.  Gorham 
added  to  his  former  business  of  jeweller  the 
manufacture  of  silverware  —  a  manufacture 
which,  necessarily  conducted  on  a  most  limited 
scale,  had  as  its  basis  the  principles  of  commer- 
cial integrity  and  honest  craftsmanship.  F>om 
this  modest  beginning  the  business  has  steadily 
grown,  until  to-day  the  Gorham  Company 
stands  among  the  foremost  of  the  prominent 
manufacturing  establishments  in  this  country  of 
great  enterprises. 


Chalice  in  Sterling  Silver.    Gorham  Mfg.  Co. 


For  many  years  the  business  remained  on  the 
site  upon  which  it  was  first  established  by  Mr. 
Gorham  ;  additional  property  being  from  time 
to  time  acquired  as  the  business  increased  until 
the  entire  block  was  occupied,  the  hotel  itself 
being  eventually  absorbed  ;  but  the  limit  of  ex- 
tension in  this  locality  was  at  length  reached, 
and,  still  more  room  being  needed,  in  i88g  the 
present  enormous  factory  was  erected  in  a  suit- 
able position  on  the 
outskirts  of  the  city. 

Here  are  a  few  fig- 
ures showing  the 
continuous  and  rapid 
growth  of  the  busi- 
ness: In  the  year 
1852,  some  twenty 
years  after  its  estab- 
lishment, the  total 
capital  of  the  firm 
was  ;g  1 2,000;  ten 
years  later  this  had 
grown  to  ;^  1 00,000. 
In  1863,  when  the 
present  company  was 
incorporated  (this  in- 
corporation becoming 
operative  two  years 
later),  its  capital  was 
fixed  at  $300,000.  In 
1872  this  was  again 
enlarged  to  $1,200,000 
At  the  present  time 
the  company  has  an 
authorized  capital  of 
$5,000,000,  of  which 
I  $4,200,000  has  been 
^  issued  and  is  em- 
ployed in  its  busi- 
ness. The  increase 
of  business  has  kept 
pace  with  the  in- 
crease of  capital.  The  continuous  growth  of 
the  concern  is  also  shown  by  the  changes  which 
it  has  made  from  time  to  time  in  its  New  York 
headquarters.  Beginning  with  modest  cham- 
bers in  Maiden  Lane,  in  1859  they  found  them- 
selves in  their  own  building  in  the  same  head- 
quarters of  the  jewelry  trade;  in  1871  amove 
was  made  to  Bond  street  ;  in  1877  they  were 
housed  further  up  town,  in  Union  Square  ;  while 
in  1884  a  further  upward  movement  was  made 
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to  l^roadvvay  and  igth  street,  where  their  present 
headquarters  form  one  of  the  architectural  fea- 
tures of  New  Yorli  City.  During  the  greater 
part  of  this  time  however,  they  have  still  main- 
tained a  store  in  Maiden  Lane,  and  their  whole- 
sale and  retail  trade  there  now  forms  an  impor- 
tant feature  of  the  business.  It  must,  however, 
be  borne  in  mind  that  a  very  large  part  of  the 
output  of  the  Gorham  Company  finds  its  way  to 
the  public  through  the  retail  jewellers'  estab- 
lishments throughout  the  United  States.  For 
half  a  century  the  relations  between  the  com- 
pany and  the  leading  houses  throughout  the 
country  have  been  most  cordial. 

Perhaps  the  most  marked  illustration  of  the 
continuous  growth  of  the  business  is  to  be  found 
in  the  increase  of  the  number  of  employi^s.  At 
first,  of  course,  Mr.  Gorham  employed  very  few 
hands,  but  as  early  as  1852  these  had  been 
added  to  until  the  number  reached  40  ;  ten  years 
later  this  number  had  doubled,  and  at  the  date 
of  the  incorporation  of  the  company  the  em- 
ployes numbered  300;  in  1872  there  were  500 
men  on  the  pay  roll  ;  and  on  January  i,  igoo, 
the  total  number  of  employes  of  the  company  in 
its  different  departments  reached  the  extraordi- 
nary figure  of  1,842. 

Much  of  Mr.  Gorham's  success  was  due  to  the 
friendly  relations  existing  between  himself  and 
the  men  he  employed.  He  would  know  each 
one  of  them  personally,  and  take  an  interest  in 
him  as  an  individual  as  well  as  a  workman,  while 
the  men  would  take  a  pride  in  their  work  and  do 
their  best  to  show  that  the  confidence  was  not 
ill-bestowed.  While  it  is  impossible  that  the 
same  personal  bond  which  existed  in  Mr. 
Gorham's  day  should  unite  a  body  of  over  1,800 
men  with  their  employers,  yet  the  same  princi- 
ple governs  the  dealings  of  the  company,  and 
the  employes  have  consistently  been  made  to 
feel  that  they  are  individuals  and  not  mere  ma- 
chines, and  that  individual  effort  will  be  recog- 
nized and  lead  to  fitting  advancement. 

The  officers  of  the  company  are  Edward 
.  Holbrook,  President  and  Treasurer  ;  George  H. 
Robinson,  Vice  President  ;  J.  F.  P.  Lawton, 
Secretary  and  Assistant  Treasurer. 

Beginning  with  the  company  in  1870,  at  first 
in  a  minor  position,  Mr.  Holbrook  has  advanced 
through  the  different  branches  of  the  business 
until  he  has  now  filled  every  position  of  impor- 
tance in  its  commercial  department,  and  has 


devoted  much  of  his  time  and  attention  to  the 
manufacturing  and  designing  departments,  so 
that  it  may  fairly  be  said  that  he  has  a  practical 
acquaintance  with  every  detail  of  the  vast  or- 
ganization he  controls.  From  the  very  first  the 
welfare  of  those  under  him  has  been  one  of  his 
first  considerations.  There  are  few  keener  and  at 
the  same  time  more  sympathetic  critics  of  the 
artistic  element  in  the  work  produced  than  Mr. 
Holbrook.  It  is  this  fact  that  has  played  a  large 
part  in  advancing  the  Gorham  Company  to  the 
position  it  holds  in  the  artistic  world.  Nor  has 
he  lost  sight  of  more  material  considerations- 
in  his  treatment  of  the  workmen.  Only  recently 
he  has  erected  near  the  factory  a  most  pictur- 
esque and  comfortable  building  which  not  only 
serves  as  a  place  of  recreation  for  the  employes,, 
but  which  is  devoted  to  supplying  to  them  at 
actual  cost  a  good  and  substantial  mid-day  meal. 
It  includes  a  large  central  dining  hall  and 
reading  room  and  a  basement  for  over  400^ 
bicycles,  as  well  as  a  pleasant  room  for  the 
female  employes,  and  comfortable  bed-rooms 
for  the  accommodation  of  those  officers  of  the 
company  who  may  be  visiting  the  works  for  a 
day  or  two  at  a  time. 

Within  the  past  few  years,  the  company  has 
established  a  school  of  handicraft  which  has 
revived  in  a  large  measure  the  ancient  glories 
of  the  silversmith's  art,  producing  real  hand- 
wrought  subjects  which  are  known  as  "Marteld"' 
work,  Mr.  William  C.  Codman  being  the  prin- 
cipal designer.  The  use  of  the  hammer  enters 
so  largely  into  the  manufacture  of  these  goods, 
it  shows  that  it  is  possible  for  a  great  commer- 
cial establishment  to  produce  real  hand-wrought 
work  which  shall  claim  attention  solely  because 
of  its  purely  artistic  merit.  It  implies  a  return 
to  the  underlying  principals  of  those  days  when 
the  silversmith's  craft  was  a  living  art  in  design 
as  well  as  in  technical  execution. 

Mr.  George  H.  Robinson  has  had  his  share 
of  work  in  helping  develop  the  business  of  the 
company  to  its  present  great  proportions,  and 
Mr.  J.  F.  P.  Lawton,  who  is  so  well  known  in 
Rhode  Island,  has  held  an  honorable  position 
for  a  number  of  years.  He  first  entered  the 
employ  of  the  company  in  August,  1859,  as 
bookkeeper,  and  January  i,  1865,  upon  its  incor- 
poration, he  was  elected  Secretary  of  the 
company,  which  office  he  has  held  continuously 
to  the  present  time. 


AND  BUSINESS  MEN  OF  RHODE  ISLAND. 
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Brown  «&  Sharpe  Manufacturing  Company. — 

The  business  of  this  company  was  begun  in 
1833  by  David  Brown  and  his  son,  Joseph  R. 
Brown.  David  Brown  retired  in  1841,  and  the 
business  was  conducted  by  his  son  Joseph  until 
1853,  when  Lucian  Sharpe  became  his  partner, 
and  the  firm  of  J.  R.  Brown  Sz  Sharpe  was 
formed.  The  firm  was  incorporated  in  1868  un- 
der the  name  of  Brown  &  Sharpe  Mfg.  Co. 

In  1853,  twenty  years  after  the 
founding  of  the  business,  although 
the  concern  had  earned  the  repu- 
tation   for  producing 
the  best  and  most  ac- 
curate  work,  their 
total  floor  space  was 
only    1,800  square 
feet  ;   in  1857  their 
total  force  consisted 
of  twenty  men.  A 
large  part  of  their 
time  was  then  de- 
voted to  watch  re- 
pairing and  the  mak- 
ing of  small  tools  for 
jewelers'  use 

From  1859  their 
growth  as  a  manu- 
facturing 
concern 
was  rapid, 
and  the  old 
build  ings 
on  South 
Main  street 
b  e  c  a  me 
crowded.  In 
1872  there 
were  more 
than  300 

men  employed,  and  they  decided  to  move  to  the 
present  location. 

The  plant  has  continued  to  grow  until  the 
present  buildings,  which  are  said  to  be  among 
the  best  in  America  for  their  line  of  business, 
have  a  floor  space  of  about  eight  and  one- 
half  acres  and  more  than  2,000  men  are 
employed.  The  buildings  are  modern  in  every 
particular,  and  methodically  arranged.  The 
heating,  lighting  and  sanitary  arrangements  are 
of  the  best ;  the  workshops  are  constantly  kept 
in  such  a  condition  of  cleanliness  and  order, 


The  Latest  Improved  Milling  Machine.    Brown  &  Sharpe  Mfg.  Co 


and  the  men  are  provided  with  such  conven- 
iences as  to  encourage  the  best  work. 

There  is  a  mutual  relief  association  for  the 
benefit  of  the  employes,  and  a  large  library  of 
technical  and  reference  books,  together  with 
other  works  by  the  best  authors,  is  provided  for 
them. 

The  invention  and  development  of  the  ma- 
chines  and   tools   made  by  this  company  was 

stimulated  to  a  large 
degree  by  the  manu- 
facture of  the  Willcox 
and  Gibbs  sewing  ma- 
chine, commenced  in 
1859.  To  this  industry, 
which  still  occupies 
part  of  their  works, 
they  owe  the  milling 
and  grinding  machines, 
and  the  cutters  that 
can  be  ground  without 
changing  their  outline, 
as  well  as  a  number  of 
their  gauges  and  other 
toolsfor  accurate  meas- 
urements, that  have 
established  their  repu- 
tation and  greatly  mod- 
i  fi  ed  and 
improved 
machine- 
shop  prac- 
tice through- 
out the 
world.  They 
intend  that 
the  mach- 
ines and 
tools  of  their 
manufac- 
ture shall  be  the  best  in  their  respective  classes. 
Cylindrical  bearings  are  accurately  ground, 
plam  bearings  are  scraped  to  surface  plates,  and 
alignments  are  correct. 

The  methods  that  they  employ  in  manufac- 
turing contribute  largely  to  the  accuracy  and 
convenience  of  their  machines  and  tools.  These 
methods  include  the  use  of  specific  machines, 
fi.xtures,  limit  gauges,  and  the  manufacture  of  a 
great  many  parts  at  one  time,  together  with  a 
thorough  system  of  inspection.  There  are  in 
their  shops  a  number  of  machines  and  tools 
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not  found  in  many  establishments,  and  yet  that 
are  necessary  to  determine  the  accuracy  of 
work.  Accurate  work  cannot  be  done  advan- 
tageously, perhaps  in  many  instances  it  is  even 
impossible,  without  them. 

Their  measuring  machine  is  one  of  these  ap- 
pliances, used  to  determine  the  accuracy  of 
standard  gauges  aud  other  articles  that  must  be 
finished  to  exact  size.  With  these  machines 
readings  to  .0001",  or  with  ordinary  care  varia- 
tions not  exceeding  .00005"  can  be  made. 

In  this  same  class  are  the  linear  standards 
that  were  prepared  by  them  for  their  own  use. 
After  these  were  completed  they  were  compared 
with  the  government  standards  and  the  mean 
error  found  to  be  only  .00002".  The  standards 
have  been  divided  with  the  greatest  care 
and  accuracy,  and,  for  example,  their  rules 
and  scales  are  as  nearly  exact  copies  as  expert 
mechanical  skill,  aided  by  special  machmes,  can 
make  them. 

Of  more  general  use  in  the  shops  are  the  long 
straight  edges,  the  master  surface  plates,  the 
limit  gauges,  and  the  very  interesting  test  tools 
for  sewing  machine  and  similar  work. 

All  machinery  and  tools  are  subject  to  rigid 
inspection,  and,  when  deemed  necessary,  to 
actual  operation  before  being  packed.  The  fit- 
ness of  the  machines  for  the  purposes  intended 
is  best  shown  by  the  class  of  shops  that  use 
them  in  all  parts  of  the  world.  They  are  readily 
understood,  easily  operated,  and  made  with  such 
precision  that  they  are  not  liable  to  get  out  of 
order,  an  advantage  that  machinists  appreciate. 

A  comparison  of  the  original  universal  milling 
machine,  built  in  1862,  with  the  modern  machine 
shows  that,  while  there  have  been  great  im- 
provements in  construction,  all  of  the  funda- 
mental principles  were  embodied  in  this  machine 
which  was  patented  by  J.  R.  Brown,  February 
21,  1865.  The  cylindrical  grinding  machines,  now 
so  important  a  factor  in  modern  shop  practice, 
were  originated  at  these  works,  the  first  success- 
ful machine  being  designed  by  J.  R.  Brown, 
and  patented  February  27,  1877.  The  well 
known  form  of  milling  cutter,  that  can  be 
ground  without  changing  the  outline,  was  patent- 
ed November  29,  1864.  They  first  began  the  man- 
ufacture of  scales  and  rules  in  1850,  and  in  1852 
Samuel  Darling  began  a  similar  line  of  work, 
which  resulted  in  the  copartnership  of  Darling, 
Brown  &  Sharpe  in  1866. 


The  officers  at  present  are  Lucian  Sharpe, 
Treasurer  ;  Henry  D.  Sharpe,  Secretary. 

Taft  Machine  Co. — Manufacturers  of  combi- 
nation overseaming  and  straight  stitch  carpet 
sewing  machines,  for  hand  or  electric  power. 
Business  established  by  J.  C.  Taft  in  1876. 
Incorporated  under  the  present  name  in  1900. 
Officers,  Jerome  C.  Taft,  President ;  Henry  G. 
Thresher,  Treasurer;  Herbert  M.  Fillebrown; 
Secretary.  Machines  sold  extensively  throughout 
the  United  States  and  Canada.  Jerome  C.  Taft 
was  born  in  Canterbury,  Conn.,  Sept.  19,  1847. 
Learned  the  trade  of  a  machinist.  Opened  a 
machine  shop  in  Providence  in  1872;  after  a 
few  years  invented  the  carpet  sewing  machine 
that  is  said  to  be  the  best  machine  of  its  kind,  and 
began  their  manufacture  under  the  patents  that 
he  had  secured.  Works  now  located  at  40 
Friendship  Street,  Providence. 

A.  A.  Presbrey  &  Son  Co. — Manufacturers  of 
kegs  and  packing"  boxes  of  all  descriptions,  also 
contractors  and  builders  and  dealers  in  hemlock> 
spruce  and  pine  lumber,  shingles,  clapboards, 
etc.,  planing,  moulding  and  sawing  done  for  con- 
tractors. The  business  was  originally  establish- 
ed by  A.  A.  Presbrey,  and  the  first  name  of  the 
concern  was  Presbrey  &  Myrick,  that  name  be- 
ing used  for  a  number  of  years.  Allen  A.  Pres- 
brey, President  and  Treasurer  of  the  company, 
was  born  in  Taunton,  Mass.,  in  1845.  Began 
the  manufacture  of  wooden  boxes  as  early  as 
1858  in  the  city  of  Providence.  Mr.  Presbrey 
was  a  member  of  the  Providence  City  Council 
in  1897  3^nd  1898;  member  of  the  Central  Club  of 
Providence,  Treasurer  of  the  Church  of  the 
Mediator.  Walter  A.  Presbrey,  Secretary  of 
of  the  A.  A.  Presbrey  &  Son  Co.,  corner  Sum- 
mer and  Meadow  Streets,  Providence,  was  born 
in  Providence,  R.  I.,  1867.  Learned  civil 
engineering  and  was  in  the  employ  of  the  City 
Engineer  at  the  City  Hall  for  a  number  of  years 
prior  to  his  becoming  a  co-partner  in  the  A.  A. 
Presbrey  &  Son  Co.  Elected  Councilman  this 
year,  1901,  from  the  Seventh  ward  of  the  city 
of  Providence. 

J.  Crocker  &  Son. — Manufacturers  of  silver 
plated  casket  trimmings,  wire  and  sheet  metal 
goods.  Works  at  409  Pine  street,  Providence. 
Established  in  1875  by  Josiah  Crocker,  father 
of  Eugene  B.  Crocker,  the  present  proprietor. 
Employ  12  hands. 
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History  of  the  J.  B.  &  S.  M.  Knowles  Co. 

The  foundation  of  a  successful  and  permanent 
business  is  craft-skill.    In  1852  Henry  L,  Web- 


Joseph  B.  Knowles. 

ster,  a  practical  silversmith,  and  Joseph  B. 
Knowles,  a  practical  jeweler,  united  their  skill 
and  forces  and  founded  the  firm  of  H.  L.  Web- 
ster &  Company,  the  ancestor  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch. 

They  started  in  business  on  Meeting  Street, 
in  the  rear  of  what  is  now  known  as  the  Lons- 
dale Block.  They  manufactured  spoons  by 
hand,  forging  them  from  the  stock  as  the  custom 
then  was.  The  quality  of  their  work  was  the 
prevailing  one  of  coin,  as  the  English  standard 
of  Sterling  was  not  introduced  into  this  country 
until  1853  and  did  not  come  into  universal  use 
among  manufacturers  for  several  years.  The 
firm  adopted  the  new  standard  in  common  with 
other  manufacturers,  and  since  then  their  trade 
mark  has  stood  for  Sterling  Silver  only. 

The  practical  ability  of  the  two  men  asserted 
itself  in  two  ways.  First,  in  having  first-class 
workmen,  and  second,  in  establishing  an  appren- 
tice system.  The  reputation  of  the  house  has 
always  rested  on  their  flatware  production  and 
is,  to-day,  second  to  none  in  this  country.  In 
1854  the  factory  was  moved  to  the  Tingley  Build- 
ing on  South  Main  Street;  in  1858  to  Eddy  and 


Middle  Streets  and  the  firm  name  was  changed 
to  Knowles  &  Ladd;  in  1868  they  moved  to  95 
Pine  Street  and  the  name,  through  changes,  be- 
came J.  B.  &  S.  M.  Knowles.  In  1891  on  the 
the  death  of  J.  B.  Knowles,  the  firm  was  incor- 
porated as  the  J.  B.  &  S.  M.  Knowles  Company, 
and  in  1894  moved  to  their  present  location  in 
the  Talcot  Building,  91  Sabin  Street,  wherewith 
increased  office  and  factory  facilities  they  are 
better  able  to  take  care  of  the  growing  business. 
The  line  of  patterns  manufactured  by  the  firm 
are  complete  in  every  way  and  departures  have 
been  made  in  hollow  ware,  where  the  same  care 
is  exercised  in  design  and  finish  as  in  their  flat- 
ware. Their  travellers  now  cover  the  entire 
country  and  enjoy  the  confidence  of  the  best 
trade.  This  confidence  has  been  created  not  by 
what  they  have  said  of  themselves,  but  by  the 
unblemished  record  of  honorable  dealing  for 
forty-nme  years. 

The  cardinal  principle  of  the  firm  has  been 
from  the  beginning  that  the  best  class  of  goods 
can  be  made  by  first-class  men  only,  and  grow- 
ing out  of  this  a.xiom,  that  first-class  goods  speak 


Henry  L.  Webster. 


for  themselves  to  satisfied  customers  and  make 
a  permanent  business.  William  C.  Burwell  is 
the  Treasurer  and  Manager. 
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Providence  Machine  Company. —  The  Provi- 
dence Machine  C()nii)any  developed  from  the 
machine  shop  connected  with  the  steam  mill 


Thomas  J.  Hill. 

that  was  owned  and  operated  in  Providence  by 
Samuel  Slater.  In  1830  Thomas  J.  Hill  be- 
came foreman  of  this  machine  shop,  and  in  1834 
he  bought  an  interest  in  the  business,  the  pre- 
sent name  of  the  company  being  adopted  at  that 
time.  Upon  Mr.  Slater's  death  in  1835,  his  in- 
terest was  sold  to  others,  but  Mr.  Hill  contin- 
ued at  the  head  of  the  concern,  and  in  1846, 
after  the  busines  had  been  very  much  increased 
and  new  buildings  erected,  he  became  the  sole 
owner.  Mr.  Hill  continued  the  manufacture  of 
all  kinds  of  cotton  machinery  and  many  kinds  of 
machines  for  the  woolen  manufacture,  which 
were  considered  superior  to  the  same  class  of 
English  made  machines.  This  was  the  first 
American  concern  to  manufacture  roving  ma- 
chines, and  they  still  are  the  leaders  in  this  par- 
ticular machine,  on  account  of  the  recently 
patented  roving  frame  which  is  a  great  improve- 
ment over  the  old  machine,  an  account  of  which 
is  given  further  along  in  this  article. 

In  1874  the  business  was  incorporated  under 


the  original  name  by  which  it  had  previously 
received  a  charter  from  the  State,  and  organized 
with  Thomas  J.  Hill  as  President  and  Treasurer, 
Albert  Hill,  his  son,  as  Secretary,  and  George 
Hazard  as  Agent  and  Manager.  Throughout 
his  entire  business  life,  while  he  was  the  pro- 
moter of  and  interested  in  many  enterprises,  Mr. 
Hill  made  the  business  of  the  Providence  Ma- 
chine Co.  the  special  object  of  his  attention. 
Mr.  Hill  was  born  in  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  March  4, 
1805  ;  died  in  Providence,  July  24,  1894. 

William  C.  Peirce,  now  the  President  and 
Treasurer  of  the  Providence  Machine  Co.,  a 
grandson  of  Thomas  J.  Hill,  who  was  the  found- 
er of  the  company,  was  born  in  New  Bedford, 
Mass.,  November  21,  1863.  Received  his  early 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
town,  and  completed  a  business  course  in  War- 
ner's Business  College,  of  Providence.  After 
leaving  school  he  entered  Brown  &  Sharpe  Mfg. 
Co.,  of  Providence,  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  ma- 
chinist, and  served  three  years.  He  then  en- 
tered the  works  of  the  company  that  he  is  now 
at  the  head  of,  as  a  journeyman, andgrew  up  with 
the  business,  working  in  nearly  all  of  the  de- 


William  C.  Peirce. 

partments.  Entering  as  a  workman  in  1884,  in 
1885  he  was  admitted  to  the  firm  and  became 
Superintendent,  and  in  1894  he  was  elected  the 
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Agent  of  the  company.  After  Mr.  Hill's  death 
in  1894,  Mr.  Peirce  was  elected  President  and 
Treasurer  of  the  company,  in  which  capacity  he 
now  serves.  He  is  President  of  the  Elizabeth 
Mills,  director  in  Equitable  Fire  and  Marine  In- 
surance Co.,  and  in  the  City  Savings  Bank ; 
member  Providence  Board  of  Trade  and  of  the 
New  England  Cotton  Manufacturers'  Associa- 
tion. While  the  business  of  the  company  has 
continued  to  thrive  under  Mr.  Peirce's  manage- 
ment, the  most  important  service  he  has  ren- 


completed  in  1896.  Since  then  they  have 
proven  their  great  superiority  over  the  old  style 
roving  frame,  and  the  demand  for  them  is  be- 
coming quite  general.  The  entire  plant  of  the 
company  is  now  devoted  to  the  manufacture  of 
roving  machines.  The  principal  features  of  the 
new  machine  are  saving  in  weight  and  power, 
and  superior  work,  the  roving  being  laid  more 
evenly  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  rail,  being 
properly  balanced  throughout  the  entire  set, 
there  is  no  unnecessary  dwell  at  the  changes  of 


Plant  of  the  Providence  Machine  Company,  Eddy  Street. 


dered  the  concern  he  represents  and  the  manu- 
facturers of  cotton  goods  at  large,  lies  in  the 
patented  roving  machine  with  self-balanced  rail, 
that  he  has  recently  brought  out,  the  patent  be- 
ing granted  in  1899.  This  new  roving  frame 
may  well  be  ranked  among  the  best  and  most 
successful  inventions  and  improvements  in  cot- 
ton working  machinery  that  have  been  brought 
out  during  the  nineteenth  century.  Many  at- 
tempts had  been  made  to  invent  a  similar  ma- 
chine, but  without  success. 

The  first  of  these  new  roving  machines  was 

(2) 


the  traverse  motion.  This  new  roving  machine 
can  be  built  to  carry  spindles  to  the  extreme 
limit  of  the  ability  of  the  operator.  The  ma- 
chines now  being  built  are  47  feet  9  inches  in 
length,  carrying  192  7"x3j4"  bobbins,  four 
times  the  capacity  of  the  old  style  roving  frame, 
but  requiring  only  double  the  power,  thereby 
saving  about  fifty  per  cent,  in  power. 

The  Secretary  of  the  company  is  Thomas  P. 
Davis,  who  first  served  as  agent  and  later  as 
book-keeper  until  he  was  appointed  to  the  pres- 
ent office. 
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Providence  Belting  Co.  —  Manufacturers  of 
pure  oak-tanned  leather  belting  and  folded  twist 
round  belting.  Works  located  on  Charles 
street,  Providence.  The  largest  belt  manufac- 
turing plant  in  the  State.  The  new  factory,  as 
shown  by  the  cut  upon  this  page,  was  completed 
in  igoi.    John  B.  Walsh,  Manager. 

Maxson  &  Co. — Manufacturers  of  doors,  sash, 
blinds,  tanks,  dye  tubs,  and  all  kinds  of  builders' 
materials.  Also  dealers  in  all  kinds  of  lumber. 
Planing  mill  on  the  Connecticut  side  of  the  Paw- 


Pocasset  Worsted  Co.  —  Manufacturers  of 
worsted  yarns  for  weaving  and  knitting  pur- 
poses. Business  established  in  1897  by  Charles 
F'letcher,  who  also  established  several  other 
worsted  mills  throughout  the  State,  including 
the  National  and  Providence  Worsted  Mills. 
Factory  located  in  the  village  of  Thornton, 
town  of  Johnston,  R.  I.  Ofificers .  Charles 
F'letcher,  President ;  Frederick  C.  Fletcher, 
Treasurer ;  William  O.  Todd,  Secretary.  The 
mill  property  is  modern  in  every  respect,  and  is 


Plant  of  the  Providence  Belting 

catuck  River,  in  Westerly,  R.  I.  The  business 
was  established  in  1843  by  Messrs.  Charles  and 
Jonathan  Maxson,  under  the  firm  name  of  C. 
Maxson  &  Co.,  and  were  succeeded  by  the  pres- 
ent firm  in  1881,  Jonathan  Maxson  and  J.  Irving 
Maxson  constituting  the  new  company. 

Zare  White — Manufacturer  of  rhinestone  goods 
in  the  line  of  brooches,  etc.,  and  rolled  gold 
rings.  Business  established  in  August,  1901. 
Works  located  at  25  Calender  street,  Provi- 
dence. Zare  White  is  a  native  of  Ismid,  Turkey, 
where  he  was  born  in  January,  1880. 


Co.,  Charles  Street,  Providence. 

equipped  with  the  best  class  of  machinery  that 
is  made  for  the  manufacture  of  yarn. 

William  S.  Spofford  &  Son. — Manufacturers  of 
worsted  mill  supplies,  including  spinning  tubes, 
steel  caps  and  spindles.  Business  established 
in  1 88 1.  Works  located  5  to  11  Culver  street, 
Providence.  Employ  15  hands.  Both  members 
of  the  firm  are  dead.    Unsettled  estate. 

Novelty  Pearl  Co.  —  Manufacturers  of  pearl 
buttons  and  novelties.  Business  established  in 
1890.  Employ  100  hands.  Works  located  at  56 
Dudley  street.  Providence.  John  P.  Carl  Weis,  a 
native  of  Dorchester,  Mass.,  is  proprietor. 
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Nicholson  File  Company. — The  Nicholson  File 
Company  of  Providence  was  established  by 
William  T.  Nicholson  in  1864,  during  the  Civil 
War — a  time  vmfavorable  for  the  inception  of 
new  enterprises.  All  previous  attempts  to  es- 
tablish a  machine-cutting  file  plant  had  failed, 
so  that  the  belief  had  become  almost  universal 
among  manufacturers  and  users  of  files  that' the 
hand-made  file  would  hold  the  field  indefinitely. 
In  face  of  this  condition  of  affairs  Mr.  Nichol- 
son, by  his  own  genius  and  perseverance,  suc- 
cessfully developed  the  industry.  The  Nichol- 
son File  Company  was  incorporated  in  1864,  and 
for  a  considerable 
period  its  progress 
was  slow,  but  the 
merits  of  Mr.  Nichol- 
son's invention  and 
the  consequent  excel- 
lence of  the  com- 
pany's product  at 
length  brought  suc- 
cess. Its  plant  was 
enlarged  by  the  addi- 
tion of  new  buildings; 
a  factory  for  the  mak- 
ing of  "  X.  F.,"  or 
jewelers'  and  fine 
tool  workers'  files, 
was  built;  and  at  his 
death,  in  1893,  the 
Nicholson  F"ile  Com- 
pany was  the  largest 
file-making  concern 
in  the  world. 

In  1890  the  Nichol- 
son File  Company 
began  the  policy  of 
acquiring  other  plants,  with  a  view  to  strengthen 
its  position  in  the  industry  and  to  lessen  com- 
petition. The  American  Works  at  Pawtucket 
and  the  Great  Western  Works  at  Beaver  Falls, 
Pa.,  were  acquired  some  years  ago,  and  the 
Eagle  Works  at  Middletown,  N.  Y.,  the  McClel- 
lan  Works  at  Saginaw,  Mich.,  and  some  smaller 
properties  were  taken  over.  Early  in  the  pres- 
ent year  the  company  acquired  by  purchase 
two  of  the  largest  competing  independent  com- 
panies in  the  country,  viz.:  The  Kearney  & 
Foot  Co.,  with  large  factories  at  Paterson,  N.  J., 
and  Kent,  Ohio ;  and  The  Arcade  File  Co.,  at 
Anderson,  Ind.    Recently  the  file  and  rasp 
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business  of  the  J.  Barton  Smith  Company  of 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  was  [)urchased.  The  com- 
pany at  present  operates  six  distinct  factories, 
two  of  which  are  located  in  Rhode  Island,  and 
one  each  in  the  States  of  New  Jersey,  Indiana, 
Pennsylvania  and  Ohio,  where  are  manufac- 
tured eight  distinct  factory  brands.  The  pres- 
ent capacity  of  this  company's  output  amounts 
to  over  ten  thousand  dozen  files  and  rasps  daily, 
and  finds  employment  for  nearly  twenty-five 
hundred  hands,  making  it  the  dominant  com- 
pany in  the  file  and  rasp  trade  of  the  world,  and 
giving  it  the  control  of  about  80  per  cent,  of  the 

file  product  of  this 
country. 

As  the  Nicholson 
File  Company  is  the 
originator  of  machine- 
made  files  in  America, 
so  is  it  the  pioneer  in 
their  exportation. 
Owing  to  their  su- 
perior quality,  the 
brands  of  the  com- 
pany are  meeting 
with  the  highest  fa- 
vor abroad,  especially 
in  those  markets  for- 
merly controlled  by 
English  and  German 
files,  where  they  are 
regularly  specified  in 
large  quantities  by 
many  of  the  leading 
houses  in  preference 
to  the  best  foreign 
makes.  The  reputa- 
tion of  the  concern, 
the  quality  of  its  product,  and  its  close  identifi- 
cation with  the  chief  organizations  and  move- 
ments for  the  extension  of  America's  foreign 
trade,  make  its  name  a  factor  and  influence  in 
the  commerce  of  the  world. 

Samuel  M.  Nicholson,  President  and  General 
Manager  of  the  Nicholson  File  Company,  was 
born  in  Providence,  February  25,  1861,  son  of 
William  T.  Nicholson,  the  founder  of  the  busi- 
ness. In  1879,  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  he 
entered  the  employment  of  the  Nicholson  File 
Company,  devoting  the  first  year  and  a  half  to 
the  mechanical  department,  and  learning  the 
different  processes  of  the  manufacture  of  files 
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and  rasps.  He  then  entered  the  main  office  as 
clerk,  acquiring  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
book-keeping  departments,  and  in  1881  was 
elected  Secretary  of  the  company.  He  subse- 
quently made  numerous  trips  throughout  the 
United  States  and  British  provinces  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  company,  widely  extending  his 
commercial  acquaintance.  In  1890  he  was 
elected  a  director  of  the  company,  and  in  1891 
he  was  made  Vice-President.  In  November, 
1893,  upon  the  death  of  his  father,  he  succeeded 
to  the  position  of  President  and  General  Mana- 
ger, which  position  he  now  holds.    Mr.  Nichol- 


PROVIDENCE. 


The  early  history  of  manufacturing  in  the  city 
of  Providence  does  not  record  the  utilizing  of 
the  water  privileges  here  until  about  a  century 
after  other  towns  in  the  State  had  made  use  of 
the  rivers  that  afforded  ample  water  power. 
Dams  had  been  built  in  Woonsocket,  across  the 
Blackstone  river  and  other  streams  as  early  as 
1666,  and  in  Pawtucket,  Westerly,  Pascoag,  and 
in  other  places  they  had  built  dams  and  erected 
grist  and  saw  mills  at  about  the  same  time. 
The  first  record  that  we  find  of  similar  enter- 
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son  is  also  a  director  in  the  Union  Trust  Com- 
pany ;  the  Providence  Banking  Company  ;  the 
Weybosset  National  Bank  ;  The  State,  Enter- 
prise and  American  Mutual  Insurance  Company; 
The  Providence,  Fall  River  &  Newport  Steam- 
boat Company.  A  member  of  the  Hope, 
Squantum  and  Agawam  Clubs.  He  served  as 
Colonel  and  Aide-de-Camp  on  Governor  Elisha 
Dyer's  personal  staff  for  three  years. 

Goldsmith  &  Harzberg.  —  Manufacturers  of 
electro-plated  novelties  and  a  general  line  of 
jewelry.  Business  established  in  1900.  Works 
located  at  43  Sabin  street.  Providence.  The 
members  of  the  firm  are  Joseph  Goldsmith,  Jr., 
and  Meyer  Harzberg. 


prises  in  Providence  was  in  1750,  when  Col. 
William  Brown  and  others  built  a  dam  across 
the  Moshassuck  river  and  erected  a  grist  mill 
and  saw  mill  on  the  Charles  street  side,  and  at 
the  other  end  of  the  dam  on  Bark  street  a  paper 
mill  was  built  and  operated  by  Samuel  Thurber 
&  Sons  about  the  year  1780,  and  the  business 
was  continued  successfully  until  1812,  manufac- 
turing various  kinds  of  paper.  At  about  the 
same  time  there  were  two  more  paper  mills 
being  operated  in  Olneyville,  probably  located 
on  the  Woonasquatucket  river,  from  which  they 
received  their  power  for  operating  the  plant. 
The  most  considerable  water  privilege  within 
what  is  now  the  city  of  Providence,  is  that  which 
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is  now  being  utilized  by  the  Joslin  Manufacturing 
Co.  at  Merino,  which  are  known  as  the  Merino 
Mills,  and  this  privilege  has  been  used  for  tex- 
tile manufacturing  for  many  years.  The  grist 
mill  at  the  North  End  was  carried  on  for  over 
sixty  years.  After  the  paper  mill  on  Bark  street 
gave  up  business,  a  machine  shop  was  estab- 
lished here  so  as  to  make  use  of  the  waters  of 
the  Moshassuck,  which  was  continued  for  many 
years  under  the  management  and  ownership  of 
Samuel  Ogden,  manufacturing  cotton  machinery. 
This  was  built  in  1812,  soon  after  the  paper  mill 
was  abandoned.  The  principal  iron  foundry  of 
this  period  was  located  where  the  Franklin 
Foundry  and  Machine  Co.'s  plant  is  now  situated, 
under  the  management  of  David  Wilkinson,  and 
the  waters  of  the  Moshassuck  river  were  used 
to  operate  the  blowers  for  the  blast  furnaces. 
This  indicates  that  there  must  have  been  a 
second  dam  above  the  grist  mill  dam  on  the 
same  stream.  From  the  building  of  the  first 
dam  across  the  Moshassuck  river  in  1750,  the 
town  of  Providence  began  to  develop  manufac- 
tures quite  rapidly,  although  there  is  no  evi- 
dence that  the  water  privileges  were  made  use 
of  very  extensively,  the  new  industries  intro- 
duced being  of  a  kind  that  required  hand  labor 
in  most  cases.  Along  about  1790  the  manufac- 
tured products  represented  a  great  variety, 
many  of  which  are  not  manufactured  here  at  the 
present  time.  They  included  beaver  and  felt 
hats,  this  industry  beginning  as  early  as  1730  ; 
saddles  and  harness,  boots  and  shoes,  tan- 
neries, woolen  cloth  woven  on  hand  looms,  nails, 
gin,  shovels,  scythes,  axes  and  drawing  knives, 
clocks,  chocolate,  soap,  candles,  carriages, 
gloves,  and  other  articles,  which  made  Rhode 
Island  quite  a  formidable  rival  to  the  State  of 
Connecticut  in  the  variety  of  its  manufactures. 
The  great  jewelry  manufacturing  and  silver- 
smiths' business  of  the  city  was  begun  by  Seril 
Dodge  in  1788,  who  manufactured  silver  shoe 
buckles,  two  doors  north  of  the  Baptist  Meeting 
House  on  North  Main  street,  and*  Saunder  Pit- 
man soon  after  manufactured  a  similar  line  of 
goods  on  North  Main  street.  This  street  was 
the  Westminster  street  of  the  town  for  that 
period  and  for  many  years  afterwards  so  far  as 
business  was  concerned.  It  was  by  far  the 
greatest  business  thoroughfare  of  the  place. 
Ezekiel  and  William  Burr  carried  on  the  busi- 
ness of  silversmiths  in  1792,  near  the  Baptist 


Meeting  House,  on  the  same  street,  and 
Nehemiah  Dodge  in  the  same  year  was  manu- 
facturing gold  rings,  fancy  jewelry  and  silver- 
ware. From  that  time  on  to  the  present  the 
jewelry  manufacturing  business  developed  a 
steady  growth  until  now  there  are  upwards  of 
two  hundred  concerns  within  the  city  limits, 
making  every  kind  of  jewelry  in  gold,  silver  and 
brass  that  can  possibly  be  conceived  of,  in  pat- 
terns and  styles  of  every  description,  from  the 
cheapest  prize  package  productions  to  the  most 
expensive  diamond  jewelry.  This,  to-day,  is  one 
of  the  greatest  manufacturing  industries  of  the 
city,  together  with  silver  manufacturing.  The 
other  great  industries  are  textile  and  machinery. 
These  three  form  a  giant  trio  in  the  line  of 
manufactures  that  has  placed  the  city  of  Provi- 
dence well  to  the  front  of  the  manufacturing 
cities  of  the  world,  and  which  have  become  so 
much  of  a  fixture  here,  built  upon  such  solid 
foundations,  there  is  no  possibility  of  the  city 
ever  losing  these  industries,  at  least  while  com- 
mercial conditions  remain  as  favorable  as  they 
have  been  during  the  past  century. 

After  Samuel  Slater  perfected  his  spinning 
frame  there  were  a  few  men  in  the  city  who  made 
use  of  his  invention.  In  1820  there  were  five 
cotton  mills  and  two  woolen  mills  within  the 
city  limits,  together  with  two  bleachmg  estab- 
lishments and  three  dye  houses.  The  Provi- 
dence Woolen  Mill  was  the  most  complete  and 
extensive  plant  of  all,  which  was  built  in  1813, 
producing  fine  broadcloths,  the  power  for  the 
mill  being  supplied  by  steam.  In  1820  there 
were  numerous  manufacturing  concerns  in  the 
textile  line  whose  business  headquarters  were 
located  in  the  city  of  Providence,  but  whose 
factories  were  located  in  different  towns  through- 
out the  State,  much  as  they  are  at  the  present 
time.  A  century  ago  the  manufacturing  in- 
dustries were  mostly  small  as  compared  with 
those  of  the  present  time,  although  they  were 
considered  quite  extensive  for  those  days.  A 
dozen  ordinary  cotton  factories,  such  as  were  in 
operation  in  the  State  sixty  years  ago,  could  all 
be  swallowed  up  in  the  Royal  Mill  of  River 
Point,  or  the  Manville  Co.'s  Mill  of  Manville. 
In  other  lines  of  manufactures  the  growth  has 
been  equally  large.  The  Gorham  Mfg.  Co.,  for 
instance,  employed  forty  hands  in  1852;  at 
present  they  employ  over  one  thousand  eight 
hundred.  The  Brown  &  Sharpe  Mfg.  Co.  cm- 
ployed  twenty  men  in  1857;  to-day  they  employ 
more  than  two  thousand.  And  so  the  business 
increased  in  volume  more  or  less  in  every  man- 
ufacturing plant  within  the  city  limits,  until  at 
present  several  hundred  plants  can  be  numbered 
where  large  forces  of  workmen  are  employed, 
where  fifty  years  ago  only  a  handful  of  men 
were  required  to  operate  each  establishment. 
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Bourn  Rubber  Co. — Manufacturers  of  rubber 
boots  and  shoes.  Business  established  in  1840 
by  Bourn  &  Winslow.  Incorporated  in  1901. 
Capitalized  for  $100,000.  Employ  250  hands. 
Works  located  at  49  to  63  Westfield  street, 
Providence.  Officers  :  Augustus  O.  Bourn, 
President  and  Treasurer;  Harold  H.  Bedell, 
Secretary.  Augustus  O.  Bourn  was  born  in 
Providence,  October  i,  1834.  He  received  his 
early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Provi- 
dence, and  in  September,  1851,  he  entered 
Brown  University,  graduating  m  1855.  Upon 
leaving  college,  he  began  manufacturing  rubber 
goods  with  his  father, 
and  upon  his  death  in 
1859,  took  his  father's 
place  in  the  firm.  After 
continuing  in  this  busi- 
ness until  1864,  he  then 
founded  the  National 
Rubber  Co.  of  Bristol, 
R.  I.,  (now  the  Na- 
tional India  Rubber 
Co.)  and  was  its  Treas- 
urer from  1865  to  1887. 
This  establishment  be- 
came the  principal  in- 
dustry of  the  town,  and 
it  still  enjoys  that  dis- 
tinction. The  Provi- 
dence concern  was 
merged  in  the  new 
company  at  Bristol  in 
1867,  ^i^d  was  reestab- 
lished in  its  present 
location  in  1894.  Mr. 
Bourn  represented  the 
town  of  Bristol  in  the 
State  Senate  in  1876,  1877,  1878,  1879,  1880  and 
1881.  In  1883  he  was  elected  Governor  of  the 
State,  and  reelected  in  1884.  His  administra- 
tion was  one  of  the  most  progressive  that  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island  has  ever  experienced. 
He  was  Consul-General  at  Rome,  Italy,  from 
1889  to  1893.  The  town  of  Bristol  is  indebted 
to  Mr.  Bourn  for  much  of  the  success  that  it  has 
enjoyed  during  the  past  three  decades.  The 
plant  on  Westfield  street  is  equipped  with  all 
of  the  modern  rubber-working  machinery,  and 
the  finest  grade  of  rubber  boots  and  shoes  are 
made  here  and  a  great  variety  of  patterns  are 
turned  out. 


Augustus  0.  Bourn,  Ex-Governor  of  Rhode  Island. 


The  changes  in  the  company  management  are 
as  follows  :  Bourn  &  Winslow,  1840  to  1842  ; 
George  O.  Bourn,  1842  to  1847  ;  Bourn  & 
Brown,  1847  to  1851  ;  Bourn,  Brown  &  Chaffee, 
1 85 1  to  1 861  ;  Providence  Rubber  Co.,  incor- 
porated 1861  ;  reorganized  in  1894,  as  the  Bourn 
Rubber  Co.,  and  incorporated  under  that  name 
in  1901. 

Oriental  Mills,  (J.  P.  Campbell  &  Co.)— The 

Oriental  Mills,  at  the  north  end  of  Providence, 
have  been  over  thirty  years  in  existence,  and  is 
one  of  the  oldest  establishments  in  the  city  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  cotton  cloth.  Mr. 

J.  P.  Campbell  acquired 
proprietorship  of  the 
property  in  1894,  as 
successor  to  Mr.  Alfred 
Reed,  the  mill  having 
been  built  by  Mr. 
Reed's  father.  When 
Mr.  Campbell  pur- 
chased it,  he  at  once 
set  to  work  at  over- 
hauling and  entirely 
refitted  the  premises 
with  the  latest  type  of 
machinery  and  appli- 
ances. He  started  up 
in  the  manufacture  of 
white  cotton  goods, 
splendidly  equipped  to 
lead  competition,  hav- 
ing introduced  im- 
proved methods  of  pro- 
duction, with  reduced 
cost  of  labor,  thus 
benefitting  the  con- 
sumer in  every  respect. 
The  buildings  of  the  Oriental  Mills  are  substan- 
tial structures,  conveniently  located,  and  their 
equipment  includes  20,000  spindles,  500  looms, 
sixty-five  carding  machines,  three  pickers,  etc. 
A  force  of  250  hands  find  employment  here,  pro- 
ducing an  average  of  1,500  pieces  of  white 
goods  a  week,  sixty  yards  to  a  piece.  The  firm 
sell  all  of  their  own  goods  direct  to  converters 
and  dealers.  The  company  also  operate  the 
Campbell  Mills,  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  fancy  woolens  at  Potter  Hill,  Westerly, 
R.  I.,  and  the  Belleville  Manufacturing  Co., 
manufacturers  of  fancy  cassimeres  at  Wick- 
ford,  R.  I. 
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American  Ship  Windlass  Co. — Manufacturers 
of  all  kinds  of  ship  windlasses,  capstans  and 
winches,  steam,  electric  and  hand ;  the  noted 
Shaw  and  Spiegel  Patent  Automatic  Steam 
Towing  Machine,  which  is  the  only  automatic 
towing  machine  in  existence  ;  Automatic  Steam 
Riding  Windlasses  for  light-ships,  working  on 
the  same  principle  as  the  towing  machine ; 
Winter's  Patent  Wharf  Drop  Gearing ;  Babbitt 
Patent  Stockless  Anchors  with  Sproat's  patent 
improvement  ;  Barring  engines,  rubber  hawse 
pipe  stopper  balls,  rudder  supporters,  chain 
stoppers,  clamps  for  hawsers,  chain  indicators, 
and  other  marine  ap- 
pliances. Works 
located  at  the  corner 
of  Waterman  and  East 
River  streets.  Provi- 
dence. The  business 
of  this  company  was 
established  in  1857, 
and  from  the  begin- 
ning their  products 
have  been  in  great  de- 
mand throughout  this 
and  other  countries. 
As  the  demand  for 
their  manufactures 
grew  still  greater,  they 
have  from  time  to  time 
enlarged  their  plant  to 
meet  the  increasing 
business,  but  the  real 
boom  that  the  company 
experienced  did  not 
come  until  after  1875, 
when  Frank  S.  Man- 
ton,  the  present  man-  ^^^^^  ®- 
ager,  took  control  of  the  business.  Mr.  Man- 
ton,  who  served  three  years  in  civil  engineering 
before  connecting  himself  with  this  business  in 
1875,  had  become  thoroughly  familiar  with  the 
products  of  the  company,  as  well  as  the  broad 
field  that  these  products  were  adapted  to  sup- 
ply, and  on  taking  the  management  he  at  once 
set  to  work  to  convince  the  ship  builders  of 
America  that  the  windlasses  and  capstans  and 
other  marine  appliances  made  by  the  American 
Ship  windlass  Co.  were  superior  to  those  made 
in  this  or  any  other  country.  As  evidence  of 
his  success  it  is  sufificient  to  say  that  the  United 
States  Government  has  supplied  many  of  the 


vessels  of  our  modern  navy  with  the  "  Provi- 
dence "  windlasses,  capstans,  winches  and  the 
other  appliances  made  by  this  company  that  are 
necessary  to  the  complete  equipment  of  up-to- 
date  men-of-war  ;  that  the  great  majority  of 
first-class  steamers  and  sailing  vessels  of  this 
country  are  making  use  of  the  machines  of  this 
company's  manufacture,  and  that  the  superiority 
of  their  manufactures  has  given  them  so  great  a 
reputation  as  to  create  an  increased  demand  in 
foreign  countries.  This  is  the  result  of  the 
energy  displayed  by  Mr.  Manton  in  his  manage- 
ment of  the  affairs  of  the  company  during  the 

past  twenty-five  years. 
About  ten  years  ago 
the  Shaw  and  Spiegel 
patent  automatic  steam 
towing  machine  was 
brought  out,  and  it  fell 
to  Mr.  Manton's  lot  to 
introduce  this  new  in- 
vention that  was  to 
revolutionize  the  sys- 
tem of  towing.  These 
machines  are  now  a 
part  of  the  regular 
business  of  the  com- 
pany and  they  form 
one  of  the  most  im- 
portant departments. 
These  towing  machines 
are  so  constructed  as 
to  make  it  impossible 
for  a  vessel  being 
towed  to  break  away 
under  stress  of  weather; 
it  matters  not  how 
severe  the  storm,  for 
the  cable  pays  out  and  is  taken  in  automatic- 
ally, according  to  the  strain  that  may  be  caused 
by  the  heavy  seas  or  the  wind,  or  the  slack  that 
comes  when  the  strain  ceases,  thereby  equaliz- 
ing the  strain  upon  the  hawser  and  making  it 
perfectly  secure  under  all  conditions.  These 
machines  are  now  in  use  by  the  leading  towing 
companies  of  this  country  and  the  demand  is 
constantly  increasing.  The  plant  where  these 
productions  are  made  is  one  of  the  largest  in 
the  city,  and  it  is  supplied  with  one  of  the  most 
perfect  power  plants  in  New  England.  There 
is  no  industry  in  the  State  that  is  more  of  a 
credit  to  the  manufacturing  progress  that  the 


Manton. 
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State  has  made  during  the  century  just  closed  which  is  equipped  with  a  powerful  electric 
than  the  business  carried  on  by  the  American  travelling  crane  which  handles  with  ease 
Ship  Windlass  Co.    Mr.  Manton  is  a  native  of    the  heavy  castings  used  in  their  productions. 


Works  of  the  American  Ship  Windlass  Co.,  Cor.  Waterman  and  East  River  Sts.,  Providence. 


Setting-Up  Department  of  the  American  Ship  Windlass  Co. 

the  city  of  Providence,  having  been  born  here  This  manufacturing  concern,  under  Mr.  Man- 
February  28,  1838.  The  accompanying  cuts  ton's  management,  has  become  one  of  the  most 
give  a  good  idea  of  the  extent  of  the  works,  important  of  any  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island 
The  cut  of  the  interior  shows  one  of  the  and  one  that  has  aided  in  giving  her  a  world- 
most  complete  setting-up  rooms  of  the  city,  wide  reputation  as  a  manufacturing  State. 
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Rumford  Chemical  Works.  —  Manufacturers 
of  culinary  and  medicinal  preparations  of  the 
phosphates  including  Rumford  Baking  Powder, 
Horsford's  Bread  Preparation,  Rumford  Yeast 
Powder,  Horsford's  Acid  Phosphate,  etc., 
and  other  special  chemicals.  The  business 
was  established  in  1854  by  George  F.  Wilson 
and  Professor  E.  N.  Horsford.  In  1859  the 
company  was  incorporated  as  the  Rumford 
Chemical  Works,  the  name  being  given  to  the 
works  and  village  where  one  of  its  plants  is 
located,  in  honor  of  Count  Rumford,  the  emi- 


At  the  time  of  the  beginning  of  the  manufac- 
ture of  the  phosphatic  products  referred  to^ 
under  the  patents  of  Professor  Horsford,  the 
only  virtue  of  any  baking  powder,  yeast  or 
other  preparation  for  the  raising  of  bread,  was 
its  power  to  make  the  dough  light,  none  of 
them  contributing  anything  of  nutritious  value. 
Professor  Horsford's  object  was  to  produce  a 
powder  that  would  not  only  raise  the  dough,  but 
also  supply  the  nutritious  elements  so  essential 
to  the  healthy  condition  of  the  human  body, 
which  are  removed  from  fine  white  flour  during 


RUMFORD  CHEMICAL  WORKS. 
Main  Offices,  Packing  and  Printing  Departments,  Providence,  R.  I. 


nent  authority  on  the  means  of  supplying  nutri- 
tious food,  who  had  founded  at  Harvard  Univer- 
sity a  professorship  for  the  purpose  of  teaching 
the  utility  of  science,  a  chair  which  was  occu- 
pied by  Professor  Horsford  from  1847  to  1863. 

In  addition  to  the  manufacturing  plant,  there 
are  also  located  at  Rumford,  the  company's  box 
shop  for  making  the  boxes  used  in  its  business, 
its  carpenter  shop,  machine  shop,  cooper  shop, 
harness  shop,  etc.;  also  a  library  established  and 
endowed  by  the  company  for  the  free  use  of  its 
employes,  and  one  of  its  laboratories.  The  vil- 
lage is  composed  largely  of  houses  occupied  or 
owned  by  its  employes. 


the  process  of  bolting.  How  well  the  Professor 
succeeded  in  accomplishing  his  object  is  shown 
by  the  statement  of  the  late  Baron  Liebig  of 
Germany,  one  of  the  leading  chemists  of 
his  time,  who,  in  commenting  upon  this 
preparation,  said  :  "I  consider  this  invention  as 
one  of  the  most  useful  gifts  which  science  has 
made  to  mankind.  It  is  certain  that  the  nutri- 
tive value  of  flour  will  be  increased  ten  per  cent, 
by  this  phosphatic  preparation." 

The  output  of  the  works  annually  is  sufficient 
to  raise  more  than  150,000,000  pounds  of  flour. 

Horsford's  Acid  Phosphate  is  a  liquid  prepar- 
ation of  the  phosphates  in  a  form  easily  assimi- 
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lated  by  the  system.  It  is  prescribed  by  physi- 
cians in  nearly  every  part  of  the  world  for  dis- 
orders of  the  nervous  and  digestive  organs. 

The  main  offices,  packing,  shipping,  printing, 
and  binding  departments  for  producing  labels, 
circulars  and  pamphlets,  etc.,  used  in  the  busi- 
ness of  the  company,  one  of  its  laboratories  and 
other  departments,  occupy  the  company's  build- 
ing, covering  an  entire  square  in  the  city 
of  Providence,  R.  I.  The  Rumford  Chemical 
Woks  has  its  branches  and  agencies  in  the  prin- 
cipal cities  of  the  United  States  ;  also  its  repre- 
sentatives in  most  foreign  countries  where  its 
products  are  well  and  favorably  known. 


add  to  the  attractiveness  of  the  town  which  en- 
joys so  favorable  a  location  to  the  city  of  Provi- 
dence. The  village  is  situated  upon  a  level  tract 
of  land  containing  several  hundred  acres,  the 
New  York,  New  Haven  and  Hartford  Railroad 
passing  through  the  centre  of  this  tract,  the 
Chemical  Works  being  connected  by  a  spur 
track.  Electric  lines  connect  the  place  with 
the  city  of  Providence,  and  every  convenience  is 
afforded  the  occupants  of  the  village  in  the  way 
of  education,  by  both  schools  and  churches. 
The  highways  are  kept  neat  and  attractive,  and 
the  many  residences  that  have  been  built  here 
by  people  doing  business  in  Providence,  add 


RUMFORD  CHEMICAL  WORKS. 
Principal  Manufacturing  Plant  Located  at  Rumford,  R.  L 


The  State  of  Rhode  Island  is  noted  for  its  at- 
tractive villages,  which  are  in  most  cases  built 
up  and  supported  by  one  or  more  manufactur- 
ing establishments,  which  include  Bristol,  War- 
ren, Wakefield,  Peace  Dale,  Westerly,  Wick- 
ford,  Pascoag,  and  many  more,  varying  in  size 
from  a  mere  hamlet  to  a  village  approaching  city 
proportions.  But  of  all  these  attractive  places 
there  are  none  of  them  that  surpass  in  many  re- 
spects the  village  of  Rumford,  where  a  part  of 
the  plant  of  the  Rumford  Chemical  Works  is 
located,  and  which  is  named  in  honor  of  the 
establishment  that  gives  the  principal  support 
to  the  place,  and  makes  it  possible  for  the  peo- 
ple to  build  pleasant  homes  for  themselves,  and 


materially  to  the  attractiveness  of  the  place 
that  the  employes  of  the  Rumford  Chemical 
Works  have  been  largely  instrumental  in  build- 
ing up  by  the  cottages  that  they  have  erected 
round  about  the  works,  and  which  they  are  now 
the  owners  of  in  most  instances. 

What  Cheer  Wire  Works. — Manufacturers  of 
wire  goods,  including  bank  and  office  railings, 
brass,  iron  and  galvanized  cloth,  steel  wire  cloth 
for  coal  burning  locomotives,  wire  window 
screens,  tree  guards,  coal  screens,  etc.  Busi- 
ness established  in  1882.  Works  and  office  at 
157  Dorrance  street,  Providence.  John  J.  Bishop, 
the  proprietor  of  the  business,  is  a  native  of 
New  York  city. 


28 


BIOGRAPHICAL  HISTORY  OF  THE  MANUFACTURERS 


U.  S.  Gutta  Percha  Paint  Co.  —  The  manu- 
facturing industries  of  Providence  are  larger 
and  more  varied,  as  we  believe,   than  most 


J.  William  Rice. 

people  are  aware  of.  Buyers  in  this  market  of 
almost  any  line  of  goods  can  supply  their  wants 
at  home  readily  and  more  satisfactorily,  so  far 
as  quality  and  price  go,  than  in  almost  any 
other  market.  This  certainly  is  true  of  paints, 
for  in  addition  to  dealers,  some  of  whom  have 
done  business  here  for  years,  manufacturers 
have  grown  up  in  our  midst  who  are  com- 
manding a  good  deal  of  attention  both  at  home 
and  abroad. 

Mr.  J.  William  Rice  commenced  business  in 
Providence  early  in  1861  as  a  dealer  in  chemi- 
cals, dye-stuffs  and  paints,  and  has  been  actively 
engaged  in  the  same  ever  since.  In  1886  he  be- 
gan manufacturing  paints,  and  adopted  the 
name  of  the  U.  S.  Gutta  Percha  Paint  Co.,  in- 
stead of  his  own  name,  as  he  might  very  prop- 
erly have  done. 

Mr.  Rice  is  a  native  Rhode  Islander,  and 
easily  traces  his  ancestry  back  to  about  1650. 
He  is  of  the  seventh  generation  from  Captain 
John  Rice,  who  located  in  the  town  of  Warwick 
at  the  above  date.  His  son,  Herbert  W.  Rice, 
is  associated  with  him  and  is  secretary  of  the 
company.  Both  father  and  son  are  actively  en- 
gaged in  the  business,  and  it  is  a  pleasure  to  re- 


cord the  fact  that  it  has  steadily  grown  from  the 
first,  and  now  is  one  of  the  largest  concerns  of 
the  kind  in  New  England.  The  premises  now 
occupied  comprise  the  whole  of  a  four  story 
building  125  feet  long,  40  feet  wide  and  is 
located  at  18  to  34  Mathewson  street,  in  one  of 
the  most  thriving  business  centres  of  Provi- 
dence. The  office,  salesroom  and  factory  are 
all  conveniently  located  under  one  cover,  thus 
enabling  close  attention  to  and  economical 
handling  of  their  large  interests. 

The  first  product  made  by  this  company  was 
a  prepared  paint,  the  Gutta  Percha  Paint,  and 
on  account  of  its  peculiar  properties,  it  easily 
won  the  enviable  reputation  of  being  the  best 
that  has  ever  been  put  upon  the  market.  Not 
satisfied  with  the  success  attending  the  sale  of 
this  product,  the  concern  several  years  since 
entered  upon  the  manufacture  of  white  lead, 
painters'  colors  in  oil  and  materials  of  all  kinds, 
together  with  many  specialties  in  paints,  which 
few  if  any  other  companies  are  able  to  make. 
Our  readers  will  understand  that  it  is  possible 
to  purchase  at  wholesale  or  retail  at  the  office 
and  salesroom  of  the  company,  34  Mathewson 
street,  everythinef  desirable  in  paints  at  prices 


Herbert  W.  Rice. 

which  cannot  fail  to  command  attention.  In  the 
production  of  thevariouskindsof  paintsandgoods 
that  are  used  in  this  line  of  business,  Mr.  Rice  has 
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developed  one  of  the  most  progressive  manufac- 
turing plants  in  the  State,  and  these  goods  are 
not  only  sold  all  over  the  United  States,  but  ex- 
tensively in  foreign  countries  as  well. 

While  very  busy  with  his  own  affairs,  Mr. 
Rice  has  found  time  to  do  good  service  for  the 
city  as  a  member  of  the  School  Committee,  but 
further  than  this  he  has  refused  to  accept  pub- 
lic office  of  any  kind,  although  he  has  been  re- 
quested to  do  so  on  many  occasions.  While  a 
member  of  the  School  Committee,  he  intro- 
duced a  system  for  teaching  music  in  the  public 
schools  that  has  proven  more  effective  than  any 
other  system  that  has  ever  been  adopted,  and 


which  is  held  every  Sunday  in  the  vestry  of  the 
Beneficent  Congregational  Church  of  Provi- 
dence, as  a  part  of  the  church  work.  The 
school  was  established  in  1876  by  Rev.  J.  P. 
Root,  who  was  its  first  Superintendent.  Some 
time  after  Mr.  Root's  death  Mr.  Rice  became 
Superintendent  of  the  school,  and  its  members 
have  been  under  his  watchful  care  ever  since. 
Possessing  great  executive  ability  he  has  organ- 
ized a  school  that  has  interested  these  China- 
men and  other  foreigners,  and  they  are  kept  to- 
gether in  a  common  desire  to  learn  the  English 
language  and  the  customs  of  American  institu- 
tions, so  that  they  may  be  fully  qualified  to 


Works  of  the  U.  S.  Gutta  Percha  Paint  Co.,  18  to  34  Mathewson  Street,  Providence. 


his  labors  in  developing  a  system  of  drawing  in 
the  schools  were  equally  well  appreciated,  for 
the  system  is  now  in  vogue,  and  the  ordinary 
pupil  is  enabled  to  get  a  good  idea  of  drawing 
and  designing  far  beyond  anything  that  he  could 
have  learned  before  this  system  was  adopted. 
He  served  as  a  member  of  the  committee  for  a 
term  of  years. 

The  most  striking  work  that  Mr.  Rice  has 
done  in  the  educational  field,  which  may  be  said 
to  be  in  the  line  of  philanthropy,  is  his  labors  in 
behalf  of  the  Chinamen,  Armenians,  Syrians, 
and  Greeks  of  our  city,  who  are  members  of  a 
Sunday  School  to  the  number  of  about  125, 


make  good  American  citizens  in  the  best  sense 
of  the  term  and  at  the  same  time  improve  their 
spiritual  condition.  The  Chinamen  of  the  city 
and  other  representatives  from  Asia  all  look  up 
to  Mr.  Rice  as  an  adviser,  friend  and  champion, 
and  that  his  work  has  been  successful  is  shown 
by  the  high  standard  of  these  foreigners  in 
Providence.  Mr.  Rice  was  Superintendent  of 
the  regular  church  Sunday  School  for  twenty- 
one  years  before  becoming  Superintendent  of 
the  Chinese  school.  There  are  a  great  number 
of  teachers,  in  some  cases  there  is  one  teacher 
for  each  pupil.  No  city  in  the  Union  has  done 
more  for  its  foreign  population  from  Asia  than 
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the  City  of  Providence  has  through  this  Sunday 
School  which  is  under  Mr.  Rice's  care.  Mr. 
Rice  is  Treasurer  of  the  Congregational  Home 
Missionary  Society  of  Rhode  Island,  and  a  di- 
rector of  the  Congregational  Home  Missionary 
Society,  which  is  a  national  organization  with 
headquarters  in  New  York  city. 

Franklin  Machine  Co. — The  first  business  es- 
tablished on  this  site  is  said  to  have  been  for 
the  carding  of  wool  some  years  prior  to  1800. 
Along  about  1812  the  principal  iron  foundry  of 
the  city  was  operated  by  David  Wilkinson  in 
this  location,  and  the  waters  of  the  Moshassuck 
river  were  utilized  for  the  operating  of  the  bel- 
lows for  the  blast  furnaces.    If  the  business 


Moshassuck  river,  and  contains  between  six  and 
seven  acres  of  land,  a  great  part  of  which  is 
covered  by  its  various  shops  and  foundries, 
which  have  been  added  to  from  time  to  time 
during  the  century,  as  its  increasing  business 
demanded  more  extended  facilities.  For  many 
years  the  Moshassuck  river  furnished  part  of 
the  power  for  the  works,  but  now  it  is  supplied 
by  an  extensive  steam  plant.  There  are  up- 
wards of  350  hands  employed,  when  the  works 
are  operated  to  their  full  extent.  The  long  and 
honorable  life  of  this  corporation  is  a  magnifi- 
cent testimonial  to  the  uprightness  of  its  finan- 
cial and  mechanical  operations.  Officers  :  John 
K.  H.  Nightingale,  President  ;  Edgar  G.  Dur- 
fee.  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 


was  not  at  that  time  carried  on  under  the  name 
of  the  Franklin  Furnace  Co.,  it  was  soon  after  ; 
was  incorporated  in  1836  as  the  Franklin  Foun- 
dry and  Machine  Co.,  and  reincorporated  in 
1886  as  the  Franklin  Machine  Co.,  with  a  capi- 
talization of  $120,000.  The  principal  business 
of  the  company  has  been,  from  the  beginning, 
the  manufacture  of  cotton-mill  machinery, 
power-transmission  machinery,  special  machin- 
ery, and  iron  castings,  and  the  value  of  its  pro- 
duction in  these  lines  has  been  many  millions 
of  dollars.  The  location  of  the  corporation  is 
now,  as  always,  at  what  is  known  as  the  North 
End  in  the  city  of  Providence,  fronting  on 
Charles  street,  bounded  by  Nichols  street  on 
the  north,  and  on  the  east  and  south  by  the 


Ballou  Yarn  Co. — Manufacturers  of  machine 
threads,  gassed  yarns,  and  specialties.  Busi- 
ness established  in  igoo  and  incorporated  the 
same  year.  Capitalized  for  $50,000.  Officers  : 
George  B.  Morison,  President ;  Edward  R.  Bal- 
lou, Treasurer  and  Manager ;  Lawrence  Bond, 
Secretary.  Works  located  in  the  Franklin 
Machine  Co.  Building  at  189  Charles  street. 
Providence.  Employ  about  75  hands.  Mr. 
Ballou,  the  Manager  of  the  business,  is  a  native 
of  Providence,  where  he  was  born  in  Janu- 
ary, 1870. 

Schwarzkopf  &  Solinger.  —  Manufacturers  of 
rolled  plate  and  electro-plated  jewelry,  including 
brooches,  scarf-pins,  rings,  etc.  Business  estab- 
lished in  1898  at  100  Stewart  street,  their  pres- 
ent location  being  9  Calender  street.  Providence. 
The  members  of  the  firm  are  Jacob  Schwarzkopf 
and  Jacob  Solinger. 
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William  Gilbane  &  Brother. — Manufacturers 
of  all  kinds  of  builders'  materials  in  wood ;  con- 
tractors and  builders.  Business  established  in 
1883  on  Lippitt  street,  and  in  1889  they  estab- 
lished a  plant  on  Senter  street,  which  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire  on  April  22,  1897.  The  same 
year  they  built  their  present  works  at  96  Harris 


he  was  born  in  September,  1842.  Thomas  F. 
Gilbane  was  born  in  Lincoln,  R.  I.,  November 
5,  1854.  Some  of  the  largest  buildings  of  the 
city  were  built  by  this  company,  including  the 
East  and  West  side  High  School  buildings,  the 
new  wing  of  the  Rhode  Island  Hospital,  the 
new  wing  of  the  Butler  Hospital,  St.  Joseph's 


William  Gilbane  &  Bro.'s  Plant,  Harris  Avenue,  Providence. 


avenue,  Providence,  which  is  one  of  the  largest 
planing  mills  in  the  State,  where  the  concern 
manufacture  doors,  sash,  blinds,  moldings,  and 
everything  that  is  required  in  the  line  of  build- 
ing materials.  Power  for  the  works  is  sup- 
plied by  a  75-horse  power  Buck-Eye  steam  en- 
gine. Employ  about  two  hundred  hands. 
William  Gilbane  is  a  native  of  Ireland,  where 


Hospital,  the  Convent  on  Broad  street,  the  car- 
penter work  of  the  State  Normal  School,  and 
many  other  structures  within  the  State,  and 
they  are  now  building  the  Administration  Build- 
ing for  Brown  University,  together  with  the 
residence  for  President  Faunae,  the  new  dor- 
mitory, and  the  new  Central  Fire  Station  on 
Exchange  Place. 
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Clark  Manufacturing  Co.— Manufacturers  of 
burial  caskets  of  every  description,  h'actory 
located  at  50  Ashburton  street,  the  office  and 
warerooms  corner  of  Mathewson  and  Sabin 
streets,  Providence.  Cut  of  the  office  building 
shown  upon  the  opposite  page.  John  L.  Clark, 
the  founder  of  the  business,  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Chaplin,  Conn.,  Dec.  22,  1814.  After 
being  engaged  in  various  manufacturing  enter- 
prises for  many  years,  among  them  being  the 
furniture  and  undertaking  business,  he  was 
called  to  the  city  of  Providence  in  the  early 
part  of  the  year  1865  by  the  firm  of  Cleveland 
Brothers  to  take  the  management  of  the  under- 
taking branch  of  their 
business,  and  soon  after 
purchased  the  under- 
taking department  and 
carried  on  the  business 
on  his  own  account.  In 
a  few  years  he  began  to 
manufacture  caskets  for 
the  trade,  and  located 
his  plant  in  the  two  and 
a  half  story  building 
known  as  the  old  En- 
gine Building,  just  north 
of  the  Holbrook  Bros.' 
Block  at  the  junction  of 
North  Main  and  Mill 
streets.  After  a  few 
years  new  quarters  were 
secured  in  the  Earl  P. 
Mason  Building,  corner 
of  Smith  and  Charles 
streets,  where  steam 
power    was  provided, 

which  enabled   him  to  h  L 

begin  to  manufacture  ^^^^ 
on  a  larger  scale.  Later  secured  one-half  of  the 
Holbrook  Bros.'  Block  on  North  Main  street,  but 
there  being  insufficient  room  on  account  of  the 
increase  of  his  business,  he  was  again  compelled 
to  move,  this  time  to  the  building  now  occupied 
by  the  Providence  Belting  Co.  on  Charles  street. 
In  1880  larger  quarters  were  secured  at  the  old 
Seagraves  Mill,  34,  36  and  38  Ashburton  street, 
which  is  now  occupied  by  the  company.  The 
main  building  has  four  floors,  40  x  100  feet,  with 
a  wing  of  four  floors,  40  x  75  feet,  and  large 
store  houses  connected.  They  manufacture  in 
addition  to  caskets  a  large  line  of  burial  suits 


and  dresses.  P^mploy  some  60  hands.  In  June, 
1888,  after  a  period  of  twenty-three  years  as  the 
sole  owner,  Mr.  Clark  had  the  business  incor- 
porated, his  four  sons  and  himself  forming  the 
corporation.  The  present  officers  are  John  L. 
Clark,  President;  John  E.  Clark,  Vice-President ; 
Albert  H.  Clark,  Secretary,  Treasurer  and  Gen- 
eral Manager ;  William  H.  and  E.  Louis  Clark, 
Directors.  To  meet  the  demands  of  the  business 
a  down-town  office,  salesroom  and  warehouse 
has  been  established  in  the  three  story  brick 
block  at  the  corner  of  Mathewson  and  Sabin 
streets,  which  has  been  leased  for  a  term  of 
years.    Elegant  parlors  have  been  opened  here 

for  the  benefit  of  the 
undertakers  of  the  city 
and  vicinity.  There  are 
three  floors  and  base- 
ment, each  60  X  60  feet. 
Basement  devoted  to 
storage,  excelsior,  em- 
balming fluid,  steam 
heater,  etc.;  first  floor, 
offices,  salesrooms,  ship- 
ping room;  second  floor, 
stock  room  for  silks, 
satins  and  broadcloths, 
and  other  dry  goods, 
also  caskets  boxed,  etc.;. 
third  floor,  cloth  cover- 
ing and  storage  of  un- 
covered cases.  Building 
equipped  with  electric 
elevator.  The  general 
shipping  will  be  done 
from  this  point,  but  the 
manufacturing  will  be 
done  at  the  factory  as 
before,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  suits,  dresses,  and  casket  linings.  About 
30  hands  are  employed  in  the  new  building. 

Providence  Electrotyping  and  Plating  Works. 

— Manufacture  metallic  art  work,  which  includes 
plaques  and  medallions.  The  specialty  of  the 
company  is  electro  plating  of  all  kinds.  The 
business  was  established  in  1885,  and  is  now  lo- 
cated at  78  Friendship  Street,  Providence. 
George  Price,  who  established  the  business  and 
is  the  present  proprietor,  was  born  in  Sheffield, 
Eng.,  Nov.  6,  1839.  Came  to  America  in  1868. 
Had  learned  the  art  of  electro  plating  before 
coming  to  this  country.    Understands  thorough- 


.  Clark. 
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]y  the  art  of  electro  depositing  of  iron,  nickel  and 
copper.  Mr.  Price  was  Superintendent  of  the 
nickel  plating  department  of  the  Brown  &  Sharpe 
Mfg.  Co.  for  ten  years  prior  to  establishing  his 
present  business. 

Providence  Art  Glass  Co. — Manufacturers  of 
stained  glass  windows,  ecclesiastical  and  domes- 
tic. Works  at  93  Mathewson  street.  Provi- 
dence. Business  established  by  Walter  A. 
Watts  in  1895,  who  was  born  in  Aberdeen, 
Scotland,  Nov.  3,  1870,  where  he  learned  the 
business  of  a  stained  glass  worker.    He  came 


small  way  about  1875  by  Rodolph  Berry.  In- 
corporated in  1892.  Capitalized  for  $200,000. 
Employ  between  500  and  600  hands.  Officers, 
Rodolph  Berry,  President;  Geo.  C.  Boyden, 
Treasurer. 

Walter  0.  Talcott.— Manufacturer  of  belt 
hooks  for  fastening  machine  belts.  Works  lo- 
cated at  91  Sabin  street,  Providence.  Business 
established  in  1879. 

British  Hosiery  Co. — Manufacturers  of  full 
fashioned  hosiery.    P'actory  at  Thornton,  R. 


OFFICE  AND  SALESROOMS,  CLARK  MANUFACTURING  CO. 
Corner  Mathewson  and  Sabin  Streets,  Providence,  R.I. 


to  the  United  States  in  1893.  Also  connected 
with  the  Providence  Art  Decorating  Co.,  fresco 
workers,  at  the  head  of  which  is  Christain 
Twenstrop,  who  was  born  in  Copenhagen,  Den- 
mark, May  24,  1866.  Came  to  America  in  1892. 
Works  located  at  93  Mathewson  street. 

Vesta  Knitting  Mills. — Manufacturers  of 
ladies',  misses'  and  boys'  knit  underwear,  and 
seamless  hosiery.  Factory  at  Elm  and  Bassett 
streets,  Providence.    Business  established  in  a 


I.  Established  in  1884.  Incorporated  in  1889. 
Capitalized  for  $200,000.  Employ  about  400 
hands.  Officers,  F.  Achelis,  President;  Geo.  E. 
Boyden,  Treasurer;  Rodolph  Berry,  Secretary. 

Crown  Carpet  Lining  Co. — Manufacturers  of 
woven  paper  carpet  lining.  Factory  at  456  Pot- 
ter's Ave.,  Providence.  Established  by  William 
A.  Mauran  in  1895;  incorporated  1899.  William 
A.  Burt,  President;  Charles  H.  EUsbree,  Treas- 
urer; Suchet  Mauran,  Secretary  and  Manager. 


(3) 
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The  Beaman  &  Smith  Co.,  I'rovidence,  R.  I., 
manufacturers  of  machine  tools.  The  co-part- 
nership of  Beaman  &  Smith  was  established  in 
i886  by  Elmer  A.  Beaman  and  George  H.  Smith. 
It  was  incorporated  in  i8g8  and  is  a  close  cor- 
poration, owned  and  controlled  entirely  by  the 
original  owners.  It  is  capitalized  for  $100,000, 
fully  paid  in.  The  business  is  the  manufacture 
of  metal  working  machine  tools,  the  company 
making  a  specialty  of  milling  and  boring  ma- 
chines, classed  as  "heavy  machine  tools,"  in 


The  factory,  as  illustrated,  has  been  built  about 
two  years,  and  is  of  steel  frame  work  filled  in 
with  brick  and  glass,  making  a  light  and  prac- 
tically fire-proof  structure.  The  main  building 
is  250  feet  long,  60  feet  wide,  with  extension  of 
stock  room  and  smith  shop.  An  electric  crane 
serves  the  erecting  floor,  which  is  184  x  40  feet. 
There  is  also  a  pattern  storage  building,  30  x  64 
feet.  Electricity  is  used  both  for  power  and 
lighting  purposes,  the  Sturtevant  system  of  hot 
air  for  heating  purposes  being  used.  The  equip- 
ment of  machinery  is  of  im- 
proved, modern  construction, 
and  the  plant  as  a  whole  is 
up-to-date  in  every  respect. 

American  Emery  Wheel 
Works —  Manufacturers  o  f 
all  kinds  of  emery  wheels. 
Established  in  June,  1896; 
incorporated  the  same  year. 
Capitalized  for  ^40,000.  Fac- 
tory located  at  325  Waterman 
street.  Providence.  Employ 
16  hands.  Officers:  Harold 
A.  Richmond,  President  and 
General  Manager ;  Walter  E. 
Richmond,  Secretary  and 
Treasurer.    Harold  A.  Rich- 


Combined  Vertical  and  Horizontal  Spindle  Milling  Machine.    Beaman  &  Smith,  Providence. 


some  cases  weighing  as  much  as  sixty-five  tons. 
One,  a  combined  vertical  and  horizontal  spindle 
milling  machine,  is  herewith  illustrated.  They 
employ  from  seventy-five  to  one  hundred  hands, 
are  located  about  one  and  a  half  miles  from  the 
Union  Station  in  the  south  part  of  the  city,  at 
the  corner  of  Gordon  and  Reynolds  avenues. 
The  property  includes  nearly  the  whole  square. 


mond  was  born  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  in  1871. 
Graduate  of  Yale  and  of  the  Massachusetts  In; 
stitute  of  Technology.  Was  formerly  Treasurer 
and  General  Manager  of  the  Ball  Bearing  Co., 
of  Boston,  Mass.  Member  of  the  American 
Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers.  The  manu- 
facture of  emery  wheels  has  been  carried  on  in 
this  city  for  many  years  by  other  concerns. 
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Rhode  Island  Braiding  Machine  Company. — 

'I'hc  business  of  this  com |)any  was  established  in 
1865,  in  rooms  of  the  Spicer  &  Peckham  h'oun- 


Gilman  K.  Winchester. 


dry  Building,  on  what  is  now  West  Exchange 
street,  Providence,  by  G.  K.  Winchester,  A.  S. 
Hood  and  B.  B.  Edmands.  About  1868  land 
was  broken  directly  in  the  rear  on  Aborn  street, 
and  a  three  story  wooden  building  of  their  own 
erected,  40x70,  with  a  boiler  house  24x40  ;  a  lit- 
tle later  another  three  story  brick  addition, 
40x80,  was  built,  and  still  later  another  addition 


Benjamin  B.  Edmands. 


was  erected,  40x45  feet,  three  stories,  making 
the  present  structure  219  feet  in  length  by  40 
in  width. 


In  1 86 1  Mr.  Winchester  succeeded  in  devel- 
oping and  advancing  the  braiding  machine  to  its 
present  effective  condition,  which  was  largely 
the  result  of  a  combination  of  previous  partial 
successes  introduced  by  others,  which,  combined 
with  important  improvements  of  his  own,  ena- 
bled him  to  construct  a  braider,  simple  and 
effective,  and  thereby  introduce  to  this  country 
a  new  and  important  industry,  now  firmly  plant- 
ed in  all  of  our  chief  manufacturing  centres. 

Incorporated  in  1885.  The  company  make 
any  kind  of  braider  that  may  be  required. 

Gilman  K.  Winchester  was  born  in  New 
Chester,  N.  H.,  now  the  town  of  Hill,  March  11, 
1823.  He  learned  the  carpenter's  trade  and 
later  pattern  making.  When  the  Rhode  Island 
Braiding  Machine  Co.  first  began  business  he 
made  all  of  the  patterns.  Mr.  Winchester,  who 
has  been  President  of  the  company  from  the  be- 


Arnold  S.  Hood. 


ginning,  is  now  President  and  Treasurer. 

Arnold  S.  Hood,  who  was  the  former  Treas- 
urer of  the  company,  was  born  in  Plainfield, 
Conn.,  April  26,  1827;  died  June  ?i,  1899.  Fol- 
lowed the  whaling  business  in  his  younger  days, 
was  a  Forty-niner,  spending  several  years  in 
California.  On  his  return  home  he  became  a 
machinist,  was  foreman  for  the  New  England 
Butt  Co.  of  Providence,  until  he  became  one  of 
the  partners  in  the  R.  I.  Braiding  Machine  Co., 
where  he  served  as  superintendent  of  construc- 
tion. Prominent  in  Masonic  circles,  member  of 
Providence  Central  Club. 

Benjamin  B.  Edmands  was  born  in  Charles- 
town,  Mass.,  June  3,  1825.  Began  his  labors  in 
life  in  the  pottery  business  in  his  native  town. 
FZnlisted  in  36  Mass.  vols.,  infantry  ;  promoted 
to  First  Lieut.  54th  Mass.  regt.,  colored.  Now 
Secretary  of  the  company. 
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Walter  Coleman  &  Sons. — Manufacturers  of 
crescent  edge  lignumvitae  and  white  ash  yacht 
blocks,  tackle   blocks,   marine   hardware,  and 


Edward  J.  F.  Coleman. 

general  yacht  supplies.  The  shells  of  their  fa- 
mous yacht  blocks  are  screwed  together  in  a 
manner  that  makes  it  impossible  for  them  to 
come  apart  ;  they  are  elegantly  finished  and  will 
not  stain  or  rust,  and  the  surface  is  perfectly 
smooth.  Works  at  30S  South  Water  street, 
Providence.  One  of  the  oldest  concerns  in  the 
State;  founded  by  John  Coleman  in  1778.  His 
son, Walter  Coleman,  succeeded  to  the  business, 
and  with  his  two  sons,  Stephen  G.  and  William, 
he  established  the  firm  of  Walter  Coleman  & 
Sons  in  1821,  which  name  has  been  retained 
ever  since,  and  which  has  won  a  reputation  the 
world  over  for  producing  the  finest  blocks  that 
are  made  m  any  country,  which  is  a  great  credit, 
not  only  to  the  firm,  but  to  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island  as  well.  For  a  number  of  years  the  man- 
ufacture of  wood  well  pumps  was  carried  on  by 
this  company,  in  connection  with  their  other 
business.  In  the  course  of  time  the  sons  suc- 
ceeded the  father,  and  upon  the  death  of  Stephen 
G.  and  William,  Stephen  R.,  son  of  Stephen  G. 
Coleman,  came  into  possession  of  the  business^ 
which  he  retained  until  about  1890,  when  the 
entire  business  came  into   the   possession  of 


Edward  J.  F.  Coleman,  his  brother,  who  is  the 
great-grandson  of  the  original  John  Coleman. 
Mr.  Edward  J.  F.  Coleman,  the  present  pro- 
prietor, was  born  in  Providence,  Feb.  15,  1858. 
Being  thoroughly  conversant  with  all  of  the 
details  of  the  business,  he  has  sustained  the 
reputation  that  the  house  has  won  by  keeping 
abreast  of  the  times  in  keeping  up  a  modern 
plant  so  far  as  machinery  is  concerned,  so  as  to 
be  enabled  to  produce  the  very  best  of  every- 
thing in  their  different  lines  of  manufacture  in 
the  most  rapid  and  economical  manner.  Many 
improvements  have  been  devised  for  the  various 
block-making  machines  during  the  past  few 
years.  This  companv  will  have  the  honor  of 
making  the  blocks  for  the  cup  defenders  of 
igoi,  as  they  already  have  done  for  the  cup 
defenders  since  1893,  including  the  Columbi.i, 
Defender  and  Vigilant;  also  the  Colonia,  Nava- 
hoe,  Isolde,  Niagara,  Athene,  and  hundreds  of 
others.  Shipping  people  say  that  the  blocks 
made  by  this  company  are  sent  to  all  parts  of 
the  world.  California  ship-builders  patronize 
this  company  as  liberally  as  the  ship-builders  on 
the  Atlantic  seaboard.  This  is  indeed  one  of 
the  most  important  of  our  manufacturing  in- 
dustries. 

Providence  Brass  Foundry. —  Manufacturers 
of  all  kinds  of  brass,  aluminum,  and  bronze 
castings,    h'oundry  established  by  John  T.  Jack- 


Joseph  H.  Lee. 

son  in  1800  at  the  corner  of  Eddy  and  Broad 
streets,  where  the  Narragansett  Hotel  is  now 
located.    In  1813  A.  H.  Manchester  learned  his 
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trade  here,  and  in  a  few  years  became  a  partner 
in  the  business,  and  later  purchased  Mr.  Jack- 
son's interest,  becoming  sole  proprietor.  In 


Stillman  White. 


1847,  as  he  needed  greater  and  better  facilities, 
he  built  the  foundry  now  occupied  by  the  pres- 
ent owner,  at  460  Eddy  street.  Here  his  son, 
A.  H.  Manchester,  Jr.,  learned  the  trade  and 
became  a  partner  in  1856,  and  1867  the  entire 
business  passed  into  his  hands.  In  i8go  Joseph 
H.  Lee  purchased  the  business,  a  gentleman  of 
wide  experience  in  the  foundry  business.  He 
began  early  in  life  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  pattern 
and  model  maker,  and  from  this  he  launched 
into  the  machinery  and  foundry  business,  and 
has  followed  it  ever  since.  He  also  devoted 
several  years  to  the  study  of  mechanical  en- 
gineering. He  was  for  five  years  the  superin- 
tendent of  the  Franklin  F^oundry  and  Machine 
Co.,  of  Providence,  and  for  about  the  same 
length  of  time  superintendent  of  construction  of 
the  Riverside  and  Oswego  Mills,  of  Fulton,  N.Y., 
besides  an  experience  among  other  machinery 
building  and  foundry  concerns,  until  he  bought 
out  the  present  busmess.  In  1895  had  the 
honor  of  making  all  of  the  castings  for  the 
yacht  "  Defender,"  which  so  ably  defended  the 
America's  cup  in  the  international  races  of  that 
year.  The  foundry  has  always  enjoyed  a  repu- 
tation for  doing  the  best  of  work,  and  their  field 
of  operations  is  all  over  the  United  States  and 
in  many  foreign  countries.    Mr.  Lee  was  born 


in  Providence,  Nov.  27,  1855.     Member  Provi- 
dence Association  of  Mechanical  I^ngineers. 

Stilllman  White.— Brass  founder  at  No.  i 
Bark  street,  Providence,  R.  I.  All  kinds  of 
brass  and  bronze  castings,  and  manufacturer  of 
the  S.  White  lining  metal,  which  has  proved  to 
be  one  of  the  best  lining  metals  now  in  use. 
The  business  was  established  in  1856,  and  ever 
since  that  time  the  products  of  this  foundry 
have  been  used  extensively  among  the  manu- 
facturers of  this  State,  and  their  being  so  many 
manufacturers  that  require  brass  castings,  the 
demand  has  been  and  is  still  very  extensive. 
Mr.  White  was  born  in  Canton,  Mass.,  Feb.  5, 
1832.  After  receiving  a  liberal  education  in  the 
public  schools,  he  learned  the  trade  of  a  moulder 
and  made  himself  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
the  business  of  a  brass  foundry,  and  at  the  age 
of  twenty-four  he  began  business  for  himself, 
making  a  very  successful  record  in  the  field  of 
Rhode  Island  manufactures,  being  still  active 
in  the  foundry  business.  Mr.  White  is  one  of 
the  influential  men  of  the  city  of  Providence. 
The  citizens  of  the  F'irst  Ward  have  honored 
him  by  electing  him  as  their  representative  to 
the  City  Council  for  eleven  years,  and  two  years 
as  their  representative  to  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, and  the  city  has  honored  him  by  electing 
him  as  one  of  the  Representatives  to  the  State 
Legislature.  For  six  years  he  has  filled  a  posi- 
tion on  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  of  the 
city  of  Providence,  and  has  been  re-elected  for 
another  term  of  three  years.  Has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  fire  departments  for  over  fifty  years, 
and  for  forty-five  years  a  member  of  the  A.  F. 
and  A.  M. 

New  England  Butt  Co.— Manufacturers  of 
butt  hinges,  braiding  machinery,  and  carry  on  a 
foundry  business.  Works  located  on  Pearl  street, 
Providence.  FLmploy  200  hands.  The  company 
was  founded  in  1842,  by  Nicholas  A.  F'enner. 
for  the  manufacture  of  butt  hinges,  an  article 
which  at  that  time  was  imported  from  Europe. 
In  1853  the  company  became  incorporated  and 
began  to  extend  its  scope.  Some  years  later  the 
manufacture  of  braiding  machines  was  taken 
up,  and  this  line,  which  has  grown  to  very  large 
proportions,  together  with  its  foundry  business 
has  almost  superseded  the  manufacture  of  butts. 
This  company  makes  a  very  complete  line  of 
braiding  machinery  for  all  kinds  of  round  and 
flat  braids,  shoe  laces,  sash  and  curtain  cords. 
The  machinery  manufactured  by  the  New  Eng- 
land Butt  Co.  for  the  insulation  of  electrical, 
wires,  from  the  largest  cable  to  the  smallest 
magnet  wire,  is  used  by  all  the  large  manufac- 
turers in  this  country  and  by  many  in  Iturope. 
The  present  officers  of  the  company  are:  Pres- 
ident— Herbert  N.  Fenner  ;  Treasurer — Russell 
W.  Knight;  Secretary — Edward  B.  Knight; 
Agent,  Joseph  F.  Blauvelt. 
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B.  B.  &  R.  Knight.— Manufacturers  of  cotton 
goods,  tlieir  Rhode  Island  mills  being  located  at 
Pontiac  (including  a  bleachery),  Natick,  River 


Robert  Knight 

Point,  Arctic, Westerly,  Woonsocket,  Providence, 
Lippitt,  Fiskeville,  Jackson,  woolen  mills  at  Cov- 
entry Centre,  print  works  at  Cranston  ;  in  Mass- 
achusetts, at  Dodgeville,  Readville,  Manchaug 
and  Hebronville,  making  a  total  of  twenty-one 
cotton  mills  that  are  operated  by  this  company, 
there  being  more  than  one  mill  in  several  of  the 
towns  mentioned.  The  famous  "Fruit  of  the 
Loom''  is  the  product  in  part  of  these  factories. 
Number  of  spindles,  nearly  500,000  ;  number  of 
looms,  over  11,000;  number  of  employes,  about 
7,000.  There  are  some  fifteen  villages  whose 
inhabitants  derive  their  livelihood  wholly  or  in 
part  from  these  extensive  cotton  mills,  and  the 
company  maintains  stores  for  the  convenience 
of  their  operatives,  there  being  some  seventeen 
hundred  families  to  be  supplied  with  the  daily 
necessaries  of  life.  The  company  also  own  and 
carry  on  extensive  farms  that  are  located  near 
the  various  villages.  The  products  of  these 
mills  are  all  sold  direct  to  the  dealers,  their 
principal  headquarters  being  in  Nevv  York,  with 
branches  in  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Boston,  and 
other  cities,  but  the  entire  business  of  all  these 
agencies  is  under  the  direction  of  the  central 
office  at  Providence,  No.  3  Washington  Row. 
The  business  was  established  by  Robert  Knight, 
who  was  born  in  Warwick,  R.  I.,  Jan.  8,  1826. 
He  was  an  operative  in  Klisha  Harris'  cotton 
mill  at  Coventry  when  but  ten  years  of  age,  and 
for  two  years  prior  to  that  time  he  was  employed 
in  the  Cranston  Print  Works,  which  he  now 
owns.  He  remained  with  the  Harris  mill  until 
he  was  seventeen  years  of  age.  In  1843  he  was 
employed  in  the  grocery  store  owned  by  his 
brother,  Benjamin  B.  Knight,  in  Providence,  but 


after  a  two  years'  experience  he  went  to  West- 
erly and  completed  his  education  in  the  Paw- 
catuck  Academy.  After  teaching  school  for  a 
few  months,  he  was  employed  by  John  H.  Clark 
as  clerk  in  his  factory  store  at  J/'ontiac,  R.  I. 
Soon  after  Mr.  Clark  leased  his  bleachery  and 
cotton  mill  to  Zachariah  Parker  and  Robert 
Knight  at  a  rental  of  $5,000  a  year.  In  1850 
the  business  and  property  were  bought  by  the 
firm  of  Parker  &  Knight  for  $40,000,  and  the 
next  year,  185 1,  Mr.  Knight  purchased  his  part- 
ner's interest.  Previous  to  this  time  the  place 
was  known  as  Arnold's  Bridge,  but  from  this 
time  on  the  place  was  known  as  Pontiac.  In 
this  year  then,  185 1,  was  the  beginning  of  the 
business  in  the  manufacture  of  cotton  goods 
that  has  developed  at  this  first  year  of  the  new 
century  1901,  just  fifty  years,  to  greater  propor- 
tions than  any  manufacturing  establishment  of 
its  kind  in  the  world.  In  1853  Mr.  Knight  sold 
a  half  interest  in  his  Pontiac  mill  and  bleachery 
to  his  brother,  Benjamin  B.  Knight,  (who  was 
born  in  Cranston,  R.  I.,  Oct.  3,  1813,)  and  that 
year  the  name  of  B.  B.  &  R.  Knight  was  adopted 
as  the  company  name.  Benjamin  had  been  in 
the  grocery  and  grain  business  some  seventeen 
years  prior  to  this  time,  and  he  had  been  very 
successful  as  a  merchant,  beginning  in  the  town 
of  Cranston  and  closing  his  business  career  in 
this  line  in  the  city  of  Providence.  The  train- 
ing that  he  received  as  a  merchant,  that  brought 
out  and  fully  developed  his  remarkable  business 
ability,  had  much  to  do  in  laying  the  foundation 
for  the  manufacturing  business  in  which  he 
labored  with  his  brother  the  remainder  of  his 


Benjamin  B.  Knight. 

life.  He  died  in  Providence  June  4,  1898.  Firm 
now  composed  of  Robert  Knight,  Webster 
Knight,  C.  Prescott  Knight. 
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Byfield  Rubber  Co. — Manufacturers  of  arctics, 
gum  shoes,  canvas  top  tennis  shoes,  and  a  few 
specialties,  including  rubber  heels,  etc.  Factory 
located  at  Bristol, R. I.,  having  a  capacity  for  turn- 
ing out  4,000  pairs  of  rubber  shoes  in  a  day,  em- 
ploying some  250  hands.  Plant  equipped  with 
artesian  wells,  having  its  own  power  and  electric 
light  plant.  Business  established  in  October, 
1897,  and  incorporated  the  same  year.  May  11. 
Officers  :  Fred  L.  Smith,  President  and  Treas- 
urer; Ray  G.  Burlingame,  Secretary;  Terrence 
McCarty,  General  Superintendent.  The  goods 
of  this  company  are  sold  in  Great  Britain  and 
Australia,  through  their  agencies  there,  as  well 
as  throughout  theUnited 
States.  Fred  L.  Smith 
was  born  in  Pascoag,  R. 
I.,  December  10,  1865- 
He  became  a  bookkeeper 
and  salesman  for  the  J- 
C.  Hall  Co.,  printers,  of 
Providence,  in  1887,  and 
upon  the  incorporation 
of  the  company  in  1889 
he  was  elected  the  Sec- 
retary, which  position 
he  continued  to  fill  un- 
til the  death  of  its 
treasurer.  John  T.  Kir- 
win,  in  1893,  when  he 
was  elected  Treasurer, 
Secretary  and  General 
Manager.  Secured  con- 
trol of  the  business  in 
1896,  when  he  became 
President,  Treasurer  and 
General  Manager,  the 
present  Secretary  being 
William  F.  Lawrence. 
The  company  is  one  of 

the  leading  printing  houses  of  New  England, 
their  great  specialty  being  lithographic  checks. 
They  make  more  than  half  of  the  checks  used 
by  the  banks  of  New  England.  They  are  also 
under  contract  to  print  the  revenue  stamps  on 
checks  for  the  United  States  Government.  Dur- 
ing the  year  ending  June  30,  1900,  they  printed 
nearly  13,000,000  revenue  stamps  on  checks. 
Mr.  Smith  is  also  General  Manager  of  the  Knick- 
erbocker Lithograph  Co.,  of  New  York  city,  and 
Treasurer  of  the  Rhode  Island  Roller  Screen 
Co.,  and  a  Director  in  the  Second  and  Fifth 
National  Banks  of  Providence. 


Fred  L.  Smith. 


Colvin  Mfg.  Co. —  Manufacturers  of  high 
grade  machine  made  cable  and  eye-glass  chains 
for  the  manufacturing  trade.  Made  from  gold, 
gold  plated,  sterling  silver  and  brass  stock. 
Works  located  at  234  Chestnut  street.  Business 
established  in  1898  by  Byron  L.  Colvin  and 
Fred  B.  Thomas.  Mr.  Thomas  was  born  in 
North  Attleboro,  Mass.,  Dec.  15,  1867.  Is  the 
business  manager  of  the  company  ;  was  origin- 
ally a  carriage  maker.  Mr.  Colvin  was  born  in 
Coventry,  R.  I.,  May  23,  1861.  He  completed 
the  machinist  and  tool-making  trades  at  Brown 
&  Sharpe  Mfg.  Co.  After  leaving  this  company 
he  was  employed  by  a  number  of  manufacturing 

concerns,  among  them 
the  Pratt  &  Whitney 
Co.,  of  Hartford,  Conn., 
and  railroad  companies 
as  repairer  of  locomo- 
tives. Mr.  Colvin  while 
employed  in  a  chain- 
making  shop  in  North 
Attleboro,  Mass.,  con- 
f  ^^^^^^^B  ceived  the  idea  that 
the  city  of  Providence 
would  prove  a  good 
field  for  the  establish- 
ing of  a  busmess  of 
the  same  kind,  as  there 
was  no  such  manufac- 
tory there,  and  he  pro- 
ceeded to  carry  his  idea 
into  effect  by  forming  a 
copartnership  with  Mr. 
Thomas,  and  the  busi- 
ness of  the  present  com- 
pany was  established. 
Mr.  Colvin  has  taken 
out  one  patent  on  a 
chain  machine  which  he 
claims  is  the  only  machine  that  will  produce 
heavy  cable  watch  chain  as  good  as  that  made 
by  hand.  Their  machinery  is  nearly  all  auto- 
matic, most  of  it  being  designed  by  Mr.  Colvin. 

Tockwotton  Co. — Manufacturers  of  nails  and 
buttons  with  solid  leather  heads  for  upholstery, 
saddlery,  travelling  bags,  hunting  suits,  etc. 
Business  established  in  1897.  Incorporated  in 
1899.  Capitalized  for  25,000.  Works  located  in 
Providence.  Officers  :  W.  R.  Talbot,  President 
and  Treasurer  ;  A.  G.  Talbot,  Secretary. 
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TRADE  MARK. 


The  Joseph  Banigan 
Rubber  Co. — The  j  oscph 
J^anigan  Rubber  Com- 
pany was  organized  and 
incorporated  in  Novem- 
ber, i8g6,  for  the  manu- 
facture of  rubber  foot- 

o 

wear.  They  began 
manufacturing  in  Janu- 
ary, 1897,  and  since  that 
time  have  been  produc- 
ing all  the  variety  of 
styles  in  rubber  boots  and  shoes  and  increasing 
their  production  each  year  from  the  commence- 
ment, running  their  factory  every  working  day 
since  the  organization  of  the  company.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  regular  line 
of  rubber  footwear 
they  make  many  kinds 
of  goods  of  their  own 
special  invention  cov- 
ered with  patents  and 
trade  marks,  which  are 
very  popular  with  the 
trade.  Their  goods  are 
unexcelled  for  quality, 
style  and  finish,  having 
at  their  disposal  a  fac- 
tory operated  by  the 
most  experienced  rub- 
ber workers  known  in 
the  manufacture  of 
rubber  goods,  a  factory 
modern  in  every  par- 
ticular, fitted  up  with 
the  latest  improved  up- 
to-date  machinery  and 
appliances  and  with 
the  most  experienced 
operatives  in  every  de- 
partment. They  have 
also  ec|uippecl  them- 
selves with  a  factory  for  manufacturing  lasts 
and  boot-trees  under  the  management  of  one 
of  the  most  experienced  last  makers  and  de- 
signers in  the  country.  This  feature  in  itself 
is  of  great  advantage  to  a  modern  rubber  boot 
and  shoe  factory,  as  with  their  own  last  making 
machinery  they  can  get  out  new  styles  promptly 
instead  of  waiting  weeks  or  even  months,  as  is 
the  case  with  other  rubber  companies,  and 
allows  them  to  give  their  customers  the  most 
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improved  and  latest  styles  without  annoying 
delays. 

The  Joseph  lianigan  Rubber  Company  facto- 
ries are  situated  on  Valley  street.  Providence, 
and  have  a  capacity  of  about  15,000  pairs  of 
rubber  boots  and  shoes  per  day,  giving  employ- 
ment to  1,000  hands.  The  demand  for  their 
goods  has  steadily  increased  from  the  com- 
mencement of  manufacturing,  keeping  this  pro- 
gressive company  always  running  up  to  their 
full  capacity.  Their  product  is  sold  over  the 
whole  United  States  and  they  have  built  u])  a 
good  business  also  with  foreign  countries,  par- 
ticularly Australia,  where  the  Banigan  goods 
are  very  popular. 

While  The  Joseph  Banigan  Rubber  Company 
is  young  in  years,  its 
management  is  in  the 
hands  of  men  of  wide 
experience  in  the  rub- 
ber business.  Walter 
S.  Ballou,  its  President 
and  General  Manager, 
has  for  thirty-five  years 
been  closely  and  suc- 
cessfully connected 
with  the  manufacture 
and  sale  of  rubber 
boots  and  shoes  and  is 
one  of  the  best  known 
rubber  men  in  the 
country.  He  is  a  na- 
tive of  Cumberland, 
R.  I.,  being  born  there 
March  2,  1849,  receiv- 
ing his  education  at  the 
Dean  7\cademy  of 
Franklin,  Mass.  Mr. 
Ballou  began  his  career 
as  a  rubber  goods  man- 
ufacturer with  the 
Woonsocket  Rubber 
Co.,  where  he  acquired  a  complete  knowledge 
of  the  business,  and  performed  many  years  of 
ef!icient  service  in  the  business  department  of 
that  concern. 

The  present  officers  of  the  company  are  as 
follows  :  President,  general  manager  and  secre- 
tary, Walter  S.  Ballou  ;  treasurer,  John  J.  Wat- 
son, Jr.;  superintendent,  Maurice  C.  Clark. 
Board  of  directors  :  Walter  S.  Ballou,  Samuel 
P.  Colt,  John  J.  Watson,  Jr.,  Edward  R.  Rice, 
Clarence  R.  Guild. 
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After  the  discovery  of  that  peculiar  gum  yield- 
ing tree  of  South  America  in  1735,  it  took  more 
than  a  hundred  years  to  find  the  secret  of  treating 
that  gum  so  as  to  make  it  of  any  commercial 
value.  Under  the  first  processes  the  articles 
made  from  rubber  would  become  sticky  in  sum- 
mer and  so  offensive  that  the  odor  was  unbear. 
ble  and  in  winter  the  substance  became  too 
hard.    Many  an  inventor  gave  it  up  as  one  of 


process  for  vulcanizing  rubber.  When  by  ac- 
cident he  made  the  discovery  that  sulphur  was 
the  prime  factor  in  the  process,  even  at  the  very 
threshold  of  success,  it  still  took  him  ten  more 
long  years  to  again  by  accident  discover  the  fact 
that  it  required  a  certain  degree  of  heat  in  con- 
nection with  the  sulphur  treatment  to  thoroughly 
and  completely  vulcanize  rubber.  This  degree 
of  heat  was  not  difficult  to  ascertain,  and  once 
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those  things  that  nature  did  not  propose  to  yield  a 
remedy  for,  and  up  to  1 836  more  than  $2  000,000 
had  been  lost  in  a  vain  endeavor  to  prepare  the 
gum  so  that  it  could  be  made  use  of  and  remain 
the  same  under  all  conditions  of  weather  and 
atmosphere.  In  1834  Charles  Goodyear,  a  Con- 
necticut Yankee  then  living  in  Philadelphia,  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  he  could  invent  a  process 
that  would  properly  treat  rubber,  and  thereby 
give  it  the  commercial  value  that  was  desired.  If 
he  had  not  been  made  up  of  more  persistent  ma- 
terial than  the  other  inventors  his  endeavors 
would  have  been  as  futile  as  those  that  had  already 
given  it  up  as  a  bad  job.  For  twenty-five  years 
he  labored  before  he  finally  discovered  the  true 


fi.xed,  the  success  of  the  rubber  industry  was 
assured.  No  State  in  the  Union  has  made  bet- 
ter use  of  his  invention  than  Rhode  Island,  and 
the  Joseph  Banigan  Rubber  Co.  is  manufacturing 
as  fine  a  line  of  goods  as  are  produced  in  this 
Country. 

The  factory  buildings  which  are  located  on 
X'alley  street,  are  built  in  the  form  of  a  letter  L, 
the  main  building  running  about  north  and 
south,  and  the  wing  running  east  and  west.  A 
large  tower  surmounts  the  main  factory  near  the 
street,  and  an  office  building  is  conveniently 
located  near  the  south  and  front  end  of  the 
plant.  The  factory  is  four  stories  in  height, 
well  equipped  with  a  complete  power  plant,  the 
entire  floor  space  and  storage  room  amounting 
to  several  acres. 
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Almy  Water-Tube  Boiler  Co.  -Manufacturers 
of  Aliny's  patent  sectional  Wtiter-tube  boilers 
for  steamships,  river  steamers,  both  propellers 


Darwin  Almy. 

and  stern  wheelers,  torpedo  boats,  fire  boats, 
yachts,  launches,  donkey  boilers  for  steamships, 
and  for  all  kinds  of  stationary  work.  Works 
located  178  to  184  Allen's  Avenue,  Providence. 
Business  of  the  company  established  in  1889  by 
Darwin  Almy,  the  President  and  treasurer.  In- 
corporated in  1890;  capital  $60,000.  One  of  the 
best  machinery  plants  in  NewEngland, especially 
designed  for  this  work.  Mr.  Almy  was  born  in 
Tiverton,  R.  I.,  February  28,  1848.  Has 
been  engaged  in  steam  engineering  since  1879. 
Invented  the  Almy  water-tube  boiler  in  1889, 
receiving  his  patent  the  following  year.  The 
advantages  claimed  for  this  boiler  over  the  old 
fashioned  fire  tube  boiler,  are  saving  in  weight, 
space,  fuel,  safety  and  quick  steaming,  and  that 
this  claim  is  sustained  is  evident  from  the  many 
boilers  that  have  been  put  in  to  some  of  the  best 
yachts  and  boats  afloat.  Mr.  Almy  is  a  member 
of  the  following  National  Societies  :  American 
Society  Mechanical  Engineers,  American 
Society  of  Naval  Engineers,  The  Engineers' 
Club,  Society  of  Naval  Architects  and  Marine 
Engineers;  also  member  of  the  Providence 
Mechanical  Engineers,  the  Providence  Board  of 


'I'rade,  and  the  R.  I.  Business  Men's  Association. 

Frank  D.  Almy,  Vice  President  and  Super- 
intendent of  the  Almy  Water-Tube  Boiler  Co., 
was  born  in  Tiverton,  R.  I.,  June  4,  1865. 

Walter  S.  Almy,  Secretary  of  the  Almy  Water 
Tube  Boiler  Co.,  was  born  in  Providence,  Aug. 
4,  1876. 

The  special  claim  of  the  company  for  this 
boiler  is  that  it  was  designed  to  fill  the  following 
essential  features  :  Simple  in  construction, 
perfect  circulation,  large  combustion  chamber, 
greatest  amount  of  heating  surface  possible  in 
fire-box,  the  latest  and  most  efficient  method  of 
separating  steam  from  the  water,  water  in 
sufficient  quantity  to  prevent  excessive  fluc- 
tuation, mud-drum  to  receive  precipitation,  ex- 
pansion provided  for  in  every  part,  accessible  in 
all  parts  for  cleaning  and  repairs,  occupying 
small  space,  non-explosive,  of  very  light  weight, 
but  of  sufficient  thickness  to  insure  strength 
and  durability. 

The  heating  surface  of  these  boilers  is  con- 
structed of  tubes  of  the  best  quality  of  metal. 
All  manifolds,  return-bends,  elbows,  and  Y  fit- 
tings are  of  the  best  quality  air-blast  malleable 
iron,  and  from  their  own  special  patterns.  The 
steam  dome  and  water  reservoir  are  of  the  best 
lap-welded  tube. 

The  base  of  the  single  tube  boiler  consists  of 
a  continuous  manifold,  extending  along  each  side 
and  across  the  back  of  the  boiler  below  the 
grate.  At  the  top  is  a  similar  manifold  extend- 
ing along  the  sides  and  across  the  front,  and  is 
connected  to  the  steam  dome  outside  of  the 
casing. 

To  form  the  heating  surface  are  a  series  of 
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Almy  Water-Tube  Boiler. 

sections  made  up  with  tubes  connected  together 
by  elbows,  return-bends  and  Y  fittings  ;  these 
are  connected  to  the  top  and  bottom  manifolds 
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by  unions.  The  sections  at  the  side  rise  from 
the  bottom  manifold  to  a  proper  height  to  form 
the  crown  of  the  fire-box,  they  then  extend  half- 
way across  the  fire-box,  returning  back  to  side, 
thence  up,  connecting  to  top  manifold. 

The  sections  which  form  the  back  of  the  fur- 
nace rise  from  the  back  bottom  manifold  to  a 
height  sufficient  to  cross  over  above  and  at 
right  angles  to  those  that  form  the  crown  of  the 
fire-box,  to  the  front,  then  returning  back,  then 
to  the  front  again,  and  connecting  to  the  top 
manifold  which  extends  across  the  front.  This 
forms  the  heating  surface  of  the  boiler. 

The  water  heater  consists  of  one  or  more 
layers  of  tubes  connected  together  by  return- 
bends,  forming  one  continuous  tube,  and  rests 
on  the  top  manifold. 


height  to  form  the  crown  of  the  fire-box  ;  they 
then  extend  one-half  way  across  the  fire-box, 
then  returning  over  themselves  to  the  side  again, 
then  up  and  connecting  to  the  top  manifold. 
There  are  also  two  rows  of  tubes  at  the  back 
of  the  furnace  ;  these  rise  to  a  proper  height 
to  pass  over  the  side  sections  connecting  to  the 
top  manifold  at  the  front. 

The  casings  are  made  of  sheet  metal  put  to- 
gether with  angles  and  through  bolts  ;  angles 
having  their  flanges  outward.  The  ash  pan  is 
connected  to  the  base  of  the  casing,  making  a 
tight  bottom  and  part  of  the  casing  of  the 
boiler,  and  is  made  of  sufficient  strength  to  sup- 
port the  whole  boiler. 

The  casmg  is  hned  with  the  non-conducting 
material  and  this  faced  with  either  sheet  metal 
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The  top  manifold  connects  at  the  bottom  of  a 
vertical  separator,  and  this  is  connected  to  the 
horizontal  water  reservoir  extending  across  the 
front  of  the  boiler. 

The  down-flow  tubes  connect  at  the  bottom 
of  the  horizontal  water  reservoir,  extending 
down  to  the  bottom  manifold  at  each  side  of  the 
furnace. 

The  design  of  the  double  tube  boiler  is  the 
same  as  the  single,  with  the  following  additions  : 
There  are  two  rows  of  vertical  tubes  rising  from 
the  bottom  manifold  at  the  side,  one  back  of  the 
other,  they  are  connected  together  by  a  four- 
way  Y  fitting ;  these  tubes  rise  to  a  proper 


or  fire-brick,  as  is  best  suited  to  the  purpose  for 
which  the  boiler  is  to  be  used. 

The  heating  surface  of  these  boilers  varies 
according  to  the  size,  height  of  the  fire-box, 
number  of  sections  of  water  heater,  whether  of 
the  single  or  double  tube  type,  or  the  double 
tube  with  two  furnaces. 

These  boilers  are  designed  for  250  pounds 
steam  pressure.  Each  of  the  sections  which 
form  the  heating  surface  of  the  boiler  are 
tested  at  1,000  pounds  hydrostatic  pressure 
before  they  are  assembled  in  the  boiler. 

All  boilers  are  tested  at  500  pounds  hydro- 
static pressure  before  leaving  the  works. 
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Davol  Rubber  Company. — This  company  was 
established  in  1874,  incorporated  in  1882  as 
Davol  Manufacturing  Co.,  and  in  1885  it  was 
decided  that  as  the  product  of  their  works  was 
a  special  line  of  rubber  goods,  complete  in  all 
its  branches,  the  name  of  the  concern  should 
more  fully  designate  the  character  of  its  goods, 
and  accordingly  in  January  that  year,  a  petition 
for  an  amendment  to  the  charter  was  granted 
by  the  General  Assembly,  changing  the  name 
to  the  Davol   Rubber  Company,   its  present 


sively,  and  the  amount  of  crude  material  used 
every  year  by  this  company  alone  is  very  large, 
owing  to  the  fine  quality  of  their  product.  The 
machinery  and  general  plant  were  all  put  in 
with  especial  reference  to  the  production  of 
their  line,  and  all  its  parts  complete  in  every 
detail,  whether  of  rubber  or  metal,  and  the 
reputation  for  quality  and  workmanship  attained 
by  this  concern,  evidences  the  success  with 
which  this  has  been  done.  New  machinery  and 
additions    to  the  factory  have    been  made  as 


Works  of  the  Davol  Rubber  Company,  Point  Street,  Providence,  R.  I. 


title.  The  Davol  Rubber  Company's  entire 
product  are  what  is  termed  by  the  trade,  fine 
rubber  goods,  embracing  the  varied  assortment 
used  by  druggists,  surgical  and  dental  depots, 
the  stationery  trade,  and  all  the  finer  grades  of 
goods  entering  into  the  rubber  trade  generally, 
in  fact  their  line  of  manufactures  is  unlimited, 
and  aside  from  boots,  shoes  and  clothing  they 
are  constantly  turning  out  every  variety  of  soft 
and  hard  rubber  work  known  to  the  trade.  Into 
.all  these  goods  pure  Para  rubber  enters  exten- 


occasion  required,  including  the  new  office 
extension  just  completed,  and  the  company  can 
consistently  state  that  they  have  the  best 
equipped  and  most  commodious  plant,  for  the 
manufacture  of  their  line  in  the  United  States. 
When  the  company  first  begun  the  manu- 
facture of  their  goods,  many  articles  in  the  line 
were  imported  into  the  country,  some  of  them 
extensively,  but  the  character  of  the  goods 
manufactured  here  soon  displaced  the  foreign 
make,  and  materially  enlarged  and  extended  the 
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home  production,  besides  making  a  name  for 
the  goods  which  today  stands  at  the  head.  This 
company  does  exclusively  a  manufacturing  busi- 
ness, disposing  of  their  product  directly  through 
the  leading  Jobbing  Houses  of  the  United 
States  and  Canada,  and  through  their  large 
export  trade  distribute  their  specialties  largely 
through  South  America  and  Mexico,  as  well  as 
Europe,  Australia,  China  and  Japan.  As 
the  trade  of  the  company  calls  for  the  manu- 
facture of  a  large  variety  of  special  rubber  goods, 
requiring  distinct  tools,  moulds,  dies,  etc.,  for 
their  production,  this  feature  of  their  business 
has  received  due  attention,  their  machine  shops 
being  fitted  with  the  most  modern  and  up  to 
date  machinery,  with  the  most  skillful  workmen 
to  be  obtained,  for  the  rapid  and  accurate  exe- 
cution of  any  work  of  this  nature  with  which 
they  may  be  entrusted. 

The  William  Sweeney  Co. — Manufacturers  of 

all  kinds  of  mattresses,  spring  beds,  pillows, 
cots,  cushions,  and  do  a  general  line  of  uphols- 
tering. Carry  a  full  line  of  feathers  and  bedding 
supplies,  and  are  dealers  in  brass  and  iron 
bedsteads.  The  business  was  established  by 
William  Sweeney  in  i860,  who  developed  an 
extensive  business  and  a  reputation  for  manu- 
facturing-  the  best  mattresses  that  were  made  in 
the  state.  Upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Sweeney,  Mr. 
Fred  B.  Burt  purchased  the  business,  and  he 
has  not  only  maintained  the  excellent  reputation 
that  was  established  by  the  originator  of  the 
business,  but  he  has  increased  the  volume  of  the 
output,  and  added  many  new  articles  to  the  list 
of  manufactured  goods  that  the  house  handles. 
His  plant  and  ofifice  is  now  located  at  226  Eddy 
street.  Providence,  where  he  has  put  in  the  most 
up-to-date  and  modern  feather  machinery,  ma- 
chines for  the  manufacture  of  mattresses, 
springs  and  other  articles.  This  is  probably  the 
most  extensive  mattress  and  spring  bed  manu- 
facturing estaliHshment  in  the  state  of  Rhode 
Island.  The  flexible  spring  bed  made  by  this 
concern  is  one  of  the  best  made  in  this  country, 
being  attached  to  a  wooden  frame  so  as  to 
stretch  the  wire  spring  taut  enough  to  prevent 
it  from  sagging  when  the  weight  of  one  or  more 
persons  is  put  upon  it.  There  are  more  of  this 
style  of  spring  used  throughout  the  country  at 
the  present  time  than  any  other  spring  made, 
because  it  is  the  most  convenient  and  most  com- 
(4) 


fortable  spring  made,  and  when  once  put  ni 
place  it  is  sure  to  remain  permanent  without  any 
possibility  of  breaking  down  or  giving  any 
troul^le.  They  make  other  springs,  but  this  is 
their  leader.  They  are  made,  like  their  mat- 
tresses, to  fit  any  style  and  size  of  bedstead,  and 
they  are  sold  extensively  to  the  wholesale  trade 
of  Southern  New  England.  Mr.  Burt  is  a 
native  of  I^rovidence,  he  having  been  born  here 
October  i,  1856.  lie  is  the  sole  owner  of  the 
business,  and  gives  his  personal  attention  to 
every  detail  of  the  factory  and  the  sales  depart- 
ment as  well,  and  by  this  means  he  is  enabled  to 
find  out  just  the  class  of  goods  he  is  producing 
and  the  requirements  of  the  trade  that  he  is  en- 
deavoring to  supply. 

J.  C.  Tucket,  Jr.— Manufacturers  of  sash 
blinds,  doors  and  various  kinds  of  finish  for 
houses ;  also  does  a  large  jobbing  mill  business. 
Dealer  in  coal,  grain,  and  carries  on  a  general 
store,  and  the  largest  meat  market  in  the  town. 
His  coal  pockets  are  located  at  the  South  Pier 
Dock,  Narragansett  Pier,  R.  I.,  liis  planing  mill 
and  stores  being  situated  a  little  west  of  the 
dock.  His  coal  and  lumber  being  brought 
direct  to  his  works  by  schooners,  enables  him  to 
do  an  extensive  business  and  compete  with  any 
of  the  large  houses  in  his  line  in  Southern  New 
England.  A  loo-horse  power  Harris-Corliss 
steam  engine,  and  two  horizontal  tubular  boilers 
with  a  combined  capacity  of  260-horse  power 
furnish  the  power  for  the  plant,  which  is 
equipped  with  modern  machinerv,  including 
planing  machines,  moulding  machines,  lathes, 
band  and  circular  saws,  grinding  machines, 
shavers,  sash  and  blind  machines,  etc.,  making 
it  one  of  the  most  complete  establishments  of 
its  kind  in  the  state.  The  business  was  estab- 
lished in  1840  by  Joshua  Champlin,  and  later 
owned  by  Rodman  &  Taylor,  then  bv  Daniel 
Sherman,  later  by  Jeremiah  Peckham,  then  by 
Clark  &  Cottrell,'  later  by  William  C.  Caswell, 
then  by  Tucker  &  l^artelow,  and  Mr.  Tucker 
bought  a  one-half  interest  in  the  business  in 
1881,  the  estate  of  J.  V.  Hazard  owning  the 
other  half.  Joshua  C.  Tucker,  Jr..  was  born  in 
Narragansett  Pier,  R.  I.,  June  19,  1854.  Since 
he  became  General  jManager  the  business  has 
increased  in  volume  to  a  large  extent.  He  main- 
tains a  large  hardware  store  in  Wakefield. 
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Joslin  Manufacturing  Co. — Manufacturers  of 
all  the  leadin.^'  lines  in  tnl)ular  and  fiat  slioc 
laces,  also  a  variety  of  glaeed  braids  and  corset 


William  E.  Joslin. 


laces,  their  goods  being  sold  direct  to  the  trade 
throughout  the  country,  thereb_\-  giving  the 
consumer  the  advantage  of  buying  as  direct 
from  the  manufacturer  as  is  j^ossible.  William 
E.  Joslin,  the  President  of  the  company,  who 
was  born  in  Johnston,  R.  I.,  March  13,  1842, 
established  the  business  in  Richmond,  South 
Scituate,  R.  L,  in  1865.  The  business  was 
incorporated  in  May,  1892,  and  consolidated  in 
J899.  Mr.  Joslin  began  in  a  small  way  with 
200  braiders,  and  as  the  business  began 
to  grow  more  braiders  were  added  from 
time  to  time,  until  at  the  present  time  there 
are  2,800  braiders  in  (jperation,  besides  a 
complete  spinning  ])lant,  where  they  spin  all 
of  their  own  )'arns,  with  about  28,000  spindles, 
the  braiding  machines  making  about  73,600 
spindles,  in  addition  to  those  of  the  spin- 
ning mill.  The  yarns  are  all  dyed  in  the 
Richmond  and  Clayville  Mills,  and  all  of  the 
finishing  is  done  in  the  Merino  Mills  of  Provi- 
dence, the  latter  being  the  largest  establishment 
owned  by  the  company,  the  main  office  being 
located  here.  These  mills  are  considered  one  of 
the  best  manufacturing  jjlants  in  the  state,  being 


located  on  the  Woonasquatucket  River,  with  the 
finest  water  ])rivilege  in  the  city  of  Providence. 
The  other  mills  are  kjcated  in  the  town  of 
Scituate,  with  good  water  jjrivileges,  but  they 
are  all  ecjuip]jed  with  auxiliary  steam  power 
plants  so  as  to  provide  against  low  water  in  dry 
weather.  The  entire  property  comprises  several 
hundred  acres  of  farming  land,  and  a  sufficieni 
number  of  tenements  for  the  650  employes.  All 
of  the  mills  are  connected  by  trolley,  the  new 
Providence  and  Danielson  L'iailway,  the  line 
running  very  near  each  factory. 

Mr.  Joslin  was  brought  up  in  the  manufactur- 
ing business,  his  father  being  in  the  textile  busi- 
ness before  him,  and  his  persistent  endeavors 
in  this  line  have  organized  one  of  the  largest 
plants  in  the  country  devoted  to  the  manufacture 
of  shoe  and  corset  laces,  and  which  is  a  decided 
credit  to  the  state  of  Rhode  Island.  In  1893  the 
company  established  in  Providence  an  extensive 
finishing  plant  in  the  Electrical  Building  on 
Stewart  street,  and  at  one  time  there  was  a  com- 
plete establishment  in  the  Calender  Building  and 
still  another  partial  plant  on  Eddy  street,  but 
these  were  finally  all  brought  together,  so  that 
the  mills  illustrated  on  the  opposite  page  contain 
all  of  the  plants  represented  by  Mr.  Joslin.  Mr, 
Joslin's  son,  William  H.  Joslin,  who  was  born  in 
Scituate.  R.  I.,  November  7th,  1874,  is  Assistant 
General  }\Ianager  of  the  business.    Mr.  Joslin 


William  H.  Joslin. 


was  also  the  founder  of  the  William  E.  Joslin 
Co.,  *  *  *  later  known  as  the  Elmwood 
Mills. 


Joslin  Manufacturing  Co.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
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The  American  Screw  Co. — Manufacturers  of 
iron  screws  of  all  kinds.  Business  established 
in  January;  1838,  as  the  Providence  Screw  Co., 
with  a  capital  of  $20,000,  its  principal  incor- 
porator being  Clement  O.  Read,  who  had 
l^reviously  made  wood  screws  in  a  wing  of  the 
Geneva  Mill.  John  Gorham  and  William  G. 
Angell  were  among  the  original  incorporators. 
The  machinery  used  by  this  company  was 
claimed  as  the  invention  of  Mr.  Read.  The 
factory  was  built  on  the  east  side  of  the  Moshas- 
suck  River,  near  Randall  street  bridge,  which 
turned  out  twenty  gross  of  screws  a  day.  In 
the  fall  of  1838  another  screw  company  was 


chinisl,  was  elected  Treasurer  of  the  company. 
'I  his  ri>ni])any  suffered  a  loss  of  $20,000  as 
settlement  for  infringement  on  the  Pierson 
patent,  in  the  machinery  purchased  from  the 
Providence  Screw  Co.  Although  a  great 
setback  to  the  progress  of  the  concern,  they 
continued  to  carry  on  business,  and  in  1846  they 
bought  the  patent  owned  by  Thomas  J.  Sloan  on 
a  special  form  of  gimlet  pointed  screw,  which 
gave  the  company  a  boom  in  business  and 
allowed  them  to  keep  pace  with  other  concerns 
that  had  tried  to  introduce  the  gimlet  point. 
From  the  introduction  of  this  patent  dates  the 
prosperity  and  rapid  growth  of  the  company, 


American  Screw  Company's  New  England  Mill,  Eddy  Street,  Providence. 


organized  and  chartered  as  the  Eagle  Screw  Co., 
there  being  seventeen  incorporators,  including 
John  Gorham,  James  Humphreys,  John  Proc- 
tor, Pardon  Miller,  William  G.  Angell  and 
Jabez  Gorham.  Authorized  capital,  $75,000. 
The  subscribed  capital  at  first  amounted  to 
$30,000,  and  was  soon  raised  to  $50,000.  Ma- 
chinery was  purchased  of  the  Providence  Screw 
Co.,  and  in  1840,  the  entire  property  of  this 
company  was  sold  to  the  Eagle  Screw  Co.,  their 
mill  having  burned  and  the  enterprise  proving 
unprofitable.  William  G.  Angell  was  elected 
Agent  of  the  Eagle  wScrew  Co.,  and  James 
Flumphreys,  a  former  iron  founder  and  ma- 


although  some  changes  were  necessary  in  bring- 
ing their  machinery  to  conform  to  the  principles 
of  the  Sloan  patent,  thereby  giving  the  company 
the  valuable  production  they  were  seeking  to 
produce. 

In  October,  1840,  the  New  England  Screw 
Co.  was  organized  and  chartered  with  a  capital 
of  $20,000.  There  were  ten  incorporators,, 
including  Cullen  Whipple.  Henry  Hopkins  and 
Hezekiah  Willard,  the  latter  being  elected 
Treasurer  of  the  company,  the  business  being 
established  in  a  small  building  on  Canal  street. 
Cullen  Whip])le,  who  had  been  in  the  employ  of 
the  Providence  Screw  Co.,  was  an  inventive 
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genius  and  produced  a  number  of  important 
inventions  in  the  line  of  screw-making  machin 
ery.  He  had  a  machine  for  cutting  the  threads 
of  screws  which  he  proposed  the  new  company 
should  use,  which  was  patented  August  i8,  1842. 
April  6,  1843,  his  machine  for  shaving  the  heads 
of  screws  was  patented,  and  April  19,  1843,  his 
device  for  removing  the  burs  left  in  cutting  the 
slots  in  the  heads  was  patented.  These  three 
patents  were  assigned  to  the  New  England 
Screw  Co.  In  1853,  1854  and  1856  Mr.  Whip- 
ple invented  and  patented  seven  other  machines 
or  devices  for  improving  the  manufacture  of 


Co.  In  October,  1844,  authority  was  granted 
to  increase  the  capital  to  $200,000 ;  and  in  Octo- 
ber, 1845,  'I  still  further  increase  of  capital  to 
$300,000.  In  i860  the  Eagle  and  New  England 
Companies  were  consolidated  as  the  American 
Screw  Co.,  with  a  capital  of  $1,000,000.  Offi- 
cers :  William  G.  Angell,  President  and  General 
Manager;  Albert  G.  Angell,  his  brother.  Agent; 
Edwin  G.  Angell,  Treasurer,  who  was  the  son 
of  William  G.  Angell ;  William  H.  Henderson, 
Secretary.  The  new  company  bought  up  other 
and  smaller  concerns,  and  finally  became  the 
owners  of  a  factory  in  Hamilton,  Ontario,  and 


American  Screw  Company's  Eagle  Mills,  Stevens  Street,  Providence. 


screws,  all  of  which  were  also  assigned  to  the 
same  company.  In  1841  the  New  England 
Screw  company  was  authorized  under  a  new 
charter  to  increase  their  capital  stock  to  $50,000, 
and  the  business  placed  under  the  management 
of  Alexander  Hodges,  he  being  elected  Treas- 
urer and  Agent.  The  old  stage  building  at  the 
corner  of  Eddy  and  Friendship  streets  was 
leased,  where  business  was  carried  on  until  about 
1852,  when  the  New  England  Mills  were  built 
on  Eddy  and  what  is  now  Henderson  street, 
extending  through  to  Allen's  avenue,  and  ad- 
joining the  property  of  the  Providence  Machine 


another  in  Leeds,  England.  At  present  the 
company  owns  only  the  three  factories  located 
in  the  city  of  Providence.  The  Bay  State  Mill, 
on  the  north  side  of  Stevens  street,  was  built  in 
1873.  1876  the  capital  stock  was  increased 
to  $3,250,000.  Since  that  time  several  changes 
have  taken  place  in  the  list  of  officers,  the  pres- 
ent officers  being:  Clark  Thurston,  President; 
George  W.  Thurston,  Treasurer;  William  A. 
Cranston,  Secretary ;  James  A.  Nealey,  Agent ; 
Benjamin  Thurston,  General  Superintendent. 
The  company  at  present  are  doing  an  extensive 
business  in  the  manufacture  of  wood  and  ma- 
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chine  screws,  stove  bolts,  fire  bolts,  rivets  and 
kindred  articles,  the  works  being  kept  very 
busy,  the  entire  force  of  employes  being  about 
1,400.  These  great  screw  manufacturing  estab- 
lishments, among  the  largest  in  the  world,  are 
among  the  leaders  of  the  large  manufacturing 
concerns  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  which 
have  kept  pace  with  the  march  of  progress  in 
their  line,  and  which  have  done  much  in  the  way 
of  creating  one  of  the  most  useful  articles  that 
many  of  the  trades  are  called  upon  to  use  exten- 
sively. 


construction,  the  dimensions  being  60x300  feet. 
This  is  said  to  be  the  largest  manufacturing 
jjlant  in  the  United  States  devoted  wholly  to  this 
line  (A  l:)usiness.  Goods  sold  largely  throughout 
this  country  and  Canada,  and  quite  a  foreign 
business  has  been  built  up.  The  power  is  sup- 
plied by  a  50-horse  i30wer  steam  engine,  from 
the  Exeter  Machine  Works,  of  Exeter,  N.  H. 

Corp  Bros. — Manufacturers  of  bicycles  at  40 
Mathewson  street,  Providence.  The  only  real 
manufacturers  of  bicycles  in  the  state,  with  a 
complete  plant  for  producing  the  different  parts 


American  Screw  Company's  Bay  State  Mill,  Stevens  Street,  Providence. 


American  Tubing  and  Webbing  Co. — Manufac- 
turers of  silk  and  cotton  elastic  webs,  oil  stove 
wicks,  flexible  gas-tight  tubing,  elastic  garter 
web,  etc.  Business  established  in  1883.  In- 
corporated in  1890.  Capitalized  for  $100,000. 
Works  located  at  69  to  105  Gordon  Avenue, 
Providence.  Employ  100  hands.  Officers ; 
D.  LeRoy  Dresser,  President;  Lorin  M.  Cook, 
Treasurer;  M.  II.  Cook,  Secretary;  Alfred  Cald- 
well, General  Manager,  Their  new  brick 
factory  was  finished  on  (  iordon  avenue  in  1896, 
part  of  which  is  three  stories,  the  remainder 
beint';  two  stories  in  height  of  unsuall\-  strong 


of  a  bicycle.  Business  established  in  1894. 
The  "Corp"  cycle  is  the  name  of  the  wheel 
they  make,  which  has  had  an  extensive  sale 
throughout  the  United  States.  Henry  Corp 
was  born  in  Providence,  June  28,  1857; 
Frederic  W.  Corp  was  born  in  Providence, 
June  23,  1 87 1. 

A.  Carpenter  &  Sons  Foundry  Co. — Iron  Cast- 
ings of  all  kinds.  Business  established  in  1865 
by  Alva  Carpenter.  Incorporated  July  21, 
1896.  Capitalized  for  $100,000.  Foundry  lo- 
cated on  West  Exchange  street.  Providence. 
Employ  125  hands.  Ofificers  :  Alva  Carpenter, 
President  ;  Henry  A.  Carpenter,  Secretary  and 
Treasurer. 
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the 


'Loxit  Sash 


International  Burglar-Proof  Sash  Balance  and 
Lock  Co. — Manufacturers  of  the  "Loxit"  Sash 
Balance  and  Lock,  "Loxit"  Sash  Swinging  At- 
tachment, etc.  The  history 
of  Rhode  Island  manufactur- 
ers beginning  with  the  Twen- 
tieth Century,  would  not  be 
complete  without  including 
Balance."  The  perfection  of 
the  mechanism  of  this  device  has  been  proven 
by  the  most  severe  testing,  and  the  possibility 
of  its  getting  out  of  order  is  so  slight  that  it 
need  not  be  considered.  Not  in  any  other  part 
of  construction  work  has  so  little  progress  been 
made  as  in  that  of  working  and  securing  win- 
dow sash,  but  in  the  "Loxit  Sash  Balance" 
everything  that  can  be  desired  is  found.  The 
necessity  of  meeting  the  existing  conditions  be- 
comes apparent  when  we  consider  the  statement 
of  a  Chief  of  Detectives  of  one  of  our  large  Amer- 
ican cities,  who  says  that  "over  ninety  per  cent 
of  house  entering  at  night  is  done  through  un- 
locked windows."  The  risk  of  burglary  is  en- 
entirely  removed  by  the  use  of  the  "Loxit." 
The  contentment  upon  retiring,  together  with 
the  security  against  thieves,  brings  to  our  mind 


"Loxit"  to  all  who  endorse  it.  This  is  one  of 
the  most  important  inventions  now  being 
brought  out  within  the  borders  of  the  state- 


Outside  of  Lock. 


the  fact  that  when  an  appliance  of  this  kind  is 
needed,  it  is  needed  badly.  We  are  confident 
that  gratitude  will  be  extended  by  users  of  the 


Inside  of  Lock. 

Architects  and  builders  unanimously  recom- 
mend this  new  invention,  and  they  are  being 
put  into  most  of  the  new  houses  where  perfect 
construction  is  desired.  The  accompanying 
illustrations  give  an  accurate  idea  of  the  con- 
struction and  operation  of  the  lock  and  accom- 
panying appliances.  By  simply  pressing  a  but- 
ton the  window  may  be  raised  or  lowered  at  will; 
and  in  every  position  it  remains  locked,  so  that 
it  cannot  possibly  be  raised  from  the  outside, 
and  it  is  impossible  to  leave  it  unlocked.  Can 
be  applied  to  any  window,  old  or  new,  and  it  is 
certainly  the  most  economical  and  substantial 
window  fastener  made. 

The  corporation  was  organized  under  the  laws 
of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  as  the  Inter- 
national Burglar-Proof  Sash  Balance  and  Lock 
Company,  and  is  capitalized  for^200,ooo  with  the 
following  officers  :  Henry  S. 
Sprague,  President ;  Edmund 
B.  Delebarre,  Vice-President, 
and  Eugene  F.  Bowen,  Treas- 
urer. The  home  office  and 
factory  of  the  company  is  located  in  the  Man- 
ufacturers Building,  loi  Sabin  street.  Prov- 
idence, where  working  models  are  on  display. 
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Silver  Spring  Bleaching  and  Dyeing  Co. — ( )r- 

ganized  in  1864,  under  a  charter  of  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island,  with  Henry  Lippitt, 
President,  and  Charles  H.  Merriman,  Treasurer. 
Messrs.  Frieze  and  Dow  had  been  carrying  on 
the  business  of  bleaching  cotton  cloth  on 
Charles  street  in  Providence  since  1850.  They 
employed  about  22  hands  with  a  monthly  pay- 
roll of  $500.  Their  work  bore  an  enviable  repu- 
tation for  white- 
ness, which  was 
attributed  to  the 
excellence  of  the 
water  used.  The 
plant  and  the  busi- 
ness of  Messrs. 
Frieze  and  Dow 
were  purchased  as 
a  nucleus  for  the 
new  company. 
Buildings  were  at 
once  erected  hav- 
ing a  floor  space  of 
28,722"square  feet, 
and  suitable  ma- 
chinery was  pro- 
vided for  the  pur- 
pose of  bleaching 
and  dyeing  cotton 
cloth.  The  com- 
pany derived  its 
name  from  a  nota- 
ble spring,  situated 
just  west  of  the 
works.  Its  water 
is  of  great  clear- 
ness and  purity, 
which,  together 
with  the  water  of 
West  River  which 
flows  through  the 
property,  was  well 
adapted  for  the  purpose  of  a  bleachery  and  dye 
works.  Pure  water  is  one  of  the  essential  ne- 
cessities for  the  success  of  such  an  establish^ 
ment,  and  this  plant  has  been  well  favored  in 
this  respect.  From  time  to  time,  as  the  busi- 
ness of  the  company  has  increased,  and  the 
waters  of  West  River  became  contaminated  by 
the  waste  of  the  mills  situated  above  the  works, 
further  supplies,  were  needed.  A  dam  was 
erected  across  West  River,  and  two  large  reser- 


Charles  Warren  Lippitt,  Ex-Governor  of  Rhode  Island. 


voirs  on  the  west  side  and  one  on  the  east  side 
were  constructed  to  furnish  the  required  water. 
A  number  of  years  after  borings  developed  the 
fact  that  water  could  be  obtained  by  driven 
wells  which  have  since  furnished  a  large  supply 
of  great  clearness  and  purity.  In  1871  Mr. 
Merriman  resigned  the  treasurership  of  the 
company  and  was  succeeded  by  the  eldest  son 
of  the  president,  Charles  Warren  Lippitt.  From 

that  time  to  the 
present  there  has 
been  a  continuous 
development  and 
enlarge  ment  of 
the  establishment. 
From  a  floor  space 
of  28,722  square 
feet  in  1864,  it  has 
been  extended  to 
an  area  of  242,142 
square  feet,  or 
about  acres. 
It  gives  employ- 
ment to  575  opera- 
tives,with  a  month- 
ly pay  roll  of  about 
$20,000.  In  1877 
the  business  of 
printing  was  added 
to  that  of  bleach- 
ing and  dyeing, 
and  from  time  to 
time  buildings  have 
been  erected  and 
machinery  of  the 
most  improved  and 
latest  type  has 
been  put  into  oper- 
ation for  this  par- 
ticular branch.  The 
power  of  the  estab- 
lishment is  sup- 
plied from  two  separate  boiler  plants,  whose 
combined  horse  power  is  rated  at  3300. 
Through  the  medium  of  Corliss  engines  and 
electric  motors,  the  transmission  is  made  to-the 
machinery  of  the  concern.  The  officers  are 
President,  Charles  H.  Merriman;  Treasurer, 
Charles  Warren  Lippitt.  Charles  Warren  Lip- 
pitt, the  Treasurer  of  the  company,  was  born  in 
Providence,  October  8,  1846.  Graduate  of 
Brown  University,  class  of  1865.    He  began 
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business  in  i86g  in  his  father's  office  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Social  Manufacturing  Co.,  Silver 
Spring  lileaching  and  Dyeing  Co.,  and  the  Lip- 


Dexter  B.  Potter. 


pitt  Woolen  Co.  In  1871  he  was  elected  Treas- 
urer of  the  Silver  Spring  Bleaching  and  Dyeing 
Co.,  and  has  held  that  position  ever  since.  In 
1875  and  1876  he  was  elected  President  of  the 
Franklin  Lyceum,  and  during  the  same  years 
when  his  father  was  Governor  of  the  state,  he 
served  as  Colonel  and  Chief  of  the  Personal 
Staff.  In  1878  and  1880  he  served  as  Vice- 
President,  and  in  1881  and  1882  as  President  of 
the  Providence  Board  of  Trade,  and  in  1880  he 
was  elected  Vice-President  of  the  National 
Board  of  Trade.  In  1880  he  was  elected  Presi- 
dent of  the  Social  Manufacturing  Co.,  which  po- 
sition he  still  holds.  His  entire  business  life 
has  been  connected  with  manufacturing  enter- 
prises conducted  within  the  State  of  Rhode  Is- 
land. In  1894  he  was  chairman  of  the  Republi- 
can State  Convention.  At  various  times  he  has 
served  as  Chairman  of  the  Republican  City  and 
Congressional  Conventions.  He  was  elected 
Governor  of  Rhode  Island  in  1895  and  was  re- 
elected in  1896,  his  terms  of  service  developing 
much  that  was  of  value  to  the'  state.  ICvery 
question  of  importance  received  the  kind  of 
careful  and  conscientious  consideration  that 
made  his  administration  a  popular  one. 


The  Providence  Telephone  Co. — The  Provi- 
dence Telephone  Co.,  was  organized  in  1880, 
with  Henry  Howard  as  its  first  President,  and 
Charles  T.  Dorrance,  its  first  Treasurer.  It 
began  business  with  a  capital  stock  of  $35,000, 
which  in  1893  was  increased  to  ;^6oo,ooo,  and  at 
the  present  time,  April  ist,  1901,  the  capital 
stock  is  $1,600,000.  The  company  was  incorp- 
orated the  same  year  that  it  was  organized. 
The  company  supplies  the  telephone  service  for 
the  entire  State  of  Rhode  Island  as  well  as  a 
part  of  Southeastern  Massachusetts,  the  total 
number  of  stations  now  reaching  7685,  of  that 
number  4626  are  located  in  the  city  of  Provi- 
dence. The  company  have  erected  substantial 
buildings  in  Providence,  Pawtucket  and  New- 
port, the  Broad  street  station  in  Providence  hav- 
ing been  completed  this  year  of  1901.  Besides 
Broad  street  the  company  have  branches  in  01- 
neyville  and  East  Providence.  Upon  the  oppo- 
site page  is  shown  the  headquarters  of  the  com- 
pany in  a  structure  of  unique  design,  which  was 
begun  in  1892,  and  is  situated  on  the  east  side 
of  Union  street  between  Westminster  and 
Washington  streets.  It  is  of  the  Italian  renais- 
sance style  of  architecture,  the  first  story  being  \ 


Albert  C.  White. 

built  of  granite  and  Indiana  oolitic  limestone, 
and  the  last  two  stories  of  buff  brick  and  white 
terra  cotta,  making  it  one  of  the  most  strikingly 
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attractive  buildings  in  the  city,  but  unfortun- 
ately located  in  a  place  where  its  attractive 
features  do  not  show  to  good  advantage,  although 
in  an  excellent  place  for  carrying  on  the  business 
that  it  was  intended  for.  The  main  entrance 
is  flanked  on  either  side  by  ionic  columns  of 
polished  granite,  and  the  first  floor  of  the  build- 
ing is  used  exclusively  as  a  telephone  pay  sta- 
tion, well  fitted  up  with  booths  for  local  and 
long  distance  service,  with  an  apartment  for  the 


iron  pipes,  which  are  laid  about  three  feet  under 
ground,  through  all  of  the  principal  thorough- 
fares of  the  city,  with  manholes  located  at 
more  or  less  regular  intervals,  these  conduits 
now  amounting  to  135,646  feet  throughout  the 
whole  city.  At  the  building  the  cables  enter 
the  cellar  and  are  carried  across  and  suspended 
on  heavy  iron  frames,  and  thence  to  the  tower, 
which  was  built  for  the  purpose,  and  in  this 
they  are  carried  to  the  upper  floor  and  from 


Providence  Telephone  Buildi) 

storage  of  telephone  and  other  electrical  appar- 
atus which  are  kept  constantly  on  hand  for  im- 
mediate use.  The  second  floor  is  devoted  to 
the  main  office  of  the  company,  directors'  room, 
the  President's,  Treasurer's  and  General  Mana- 
ger's rooms.  The  third  floor  is  devoted  to  the 
electrician's  operating  department,  the  distrib- 
uting room  and  private  rooms  for  the  lady  op- 
eratives. In  the  form  of  cables  some  12,000 
wires  enter  the  building  through  cement  lined 


:,  Union  Street,  Providence. 

there  to  the  distributing  room  where  the  twelve 
thousand  wires  are  separated  and  connected  in 
a  proper  manner  with  the  switch  board,  making 
it  possible  for  any  Providence  subscriber  to  be 
connected  with  any  of  the  more  than  100,000 
subscribers  of  the  various  exchanges,  which  in- 
clude the  long  distance  as  well  as  the  local  ex- 
changes. The  work  of  laying  the  underground 
conduit  system  in  the  city  of  Providence  was 
begun  in  1892,  and  now  that  it  is  completed,  and 
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all  of  the  branches  well  established,  the  Provi- 
dence Telephone  Company  may  be  said  to  have 
one  of  the  best  telephone  plants  in  the  United 
States.  In  August,  1892,  Ex-Governor  How- 
ard resigned  as  President  of  the  company,  and 
he  was  succeeded  by  Henry  C.  Cranston  as 
President,  and  Albert  O.  Morgan,  of  Boston,  as 
Vice-President.  In  1881,  Charles  T.  Dorrance 
resigned,  and  as  his  successor,  Charles  T.  How- 
ard was  elected  Treas- 


mysteries  of  the  field  of  electricity  that  was  at 
that  time  being  opened  for  perusal  by  any  one 
who  had  the  disposition  and  sufficient  under- 
standing to  master  the  business.  He  was  final- 
ly employed  by  the  American  Telegraph  Com- 
pany of  Providence,  in  December,  1863,  remain- 
ing with  that  company  and  the  Union  Tele- 
graph Co.,  until  the  spring  of  1881,  at  which 
time  he  accepted  the  position  of  electrician  of 

the  Providence  Tele- 


urer.  Upon  Mr.  Cran- 
ston's death.  Dexter 
B.  Potter  was  elected 
President,  who  now 
holds  that  position. 
Mr.  Potter  is  a  native 
of  Scituate,  R.  I,,  he 
having  been  born 
there  August  23, 
1840.  Mr.  Potter  has 
held  many  of  the  town 
offices  of  Coventry  in 
which  he  has  lived 
for  many  years,  rep- 
resenting the  town 
in  the  General  As- 
sembly in  1 871  and 
1872,  and  as  Senator 
from  that  town  in 
1873  and  1874,  and 
again  as  representa- 
tive to  the  General 
Assembly  from  the 
same  town  from  1876 
to  1878.  Two  of  the 
latter  years  he  was 
Speaker  of  the  House. 
In  1879  he  again  rep- 
rented  the  town  of 
Coventry  in  the  Sen- 
ate. The  growth  of 
the  extensive  service 
of  the  company  has 
nearly  all  been  developed  under  the  manage- 
ment of  Mr.  Albert  C.  White,  who  was  elected 
General  Superintendent  in  1884,  and  in  1896 
was  promoted  to  the  office  of  General  Manager. 
Mr.  White  is  a  native  of  F"all  River,  Mass., 
where  he  was  born  June  28,  1841.  He  first  be- 
gan active  life  as  a  messenger  boy  in  the  service 
of  the  Union  Telegraph  Co.,  in  Fall  River,  where 
he  devoted  all  of  his  energies  to  learning  the 


Telephone  Building,  Newport 


phone  Co.,  which  po- 
sition he  held  until 
1884,  when  he  was 
elected  Superinten- 
dent of  the  company. 
His  general  oversight 
of  the  business  dur- 
ing the  past  few 
years,  when  many 
miles  of  conduits 
were  being  construct- 
ed, new  stations  be- 
ing established,  and 
a  general  expansion 
of  the  business  tak- 
ing place  in  nearly 
every  direction  has 
proven  wise  and  effi- 
cient in  every  par- 
ticular, for  during  all 
of  this  time  the  ser- 
vice of  the  company 
has  been  kept  up  to 
the  highest  standard, 
notwithstanding  all 
of  the  changes  that 
have  taken  place  in 
improving  the  facili- 
ties of  the  company, 
so  as  to  enable  them 
to  meet  the  increas- 
ing demands  of  the 
business.  The  ac- 
companying views  of  the  telephone  buildings  of 
Newport  and  Pawtucket  show  them  to  be  sub- 
stantial structures,  with  sufficient  room  for 
handling  the  business  of  their  sections,  and  the 
telephone  building  recently  finished  on  Broad 
street,  Providence,  is  equally  substantial  and 
commodious,  which  will  give  this  part  of  the 
city  as  good  service  as  any  other  part  of  their 
extensive  territory. 
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A.  Burgess  &  Son. — Manufacturers  of  leather 
belting,  raw  hide  and  leather  pickers,  loom 
strapping,  and  carry  on  a  general  mill  sup- 
ply business.  Business  established  by  Alpheus 
Burgess  in  1835,  probably  the  pioneer  business 
of  its  kind  in  Rhode  Island.  Works  located  at 
692  North  Main  street,  Providence.  Upon  the 
death  of  the  founder  of  the  business  his  son, 
Alexander  Burgess,  became  the  owner  and  car- 
ried on  the  business  under  the  same  name, 
Alexander's  son,  Edwin  A.  Burgess,  in  time 
'having  an  interest  in  the  concern.    Upon  the 


as  is  made  in  this  country,  a  large  percentage 
of  their  production  being  sold  to  the  Gorham 
Manufacturing  Co.,  which  in  itself  is  a  sufficient 
guarantee  that  they  produce  the  best  of  work. 
The  remainder  of  their  output  is  principally  in 
the  New  England  States.  Business  established 
in  1872.  Works  located  at  161  Dorrance  street, 
Providence.  Employ  15  skilled  workmen. 
Plant  equipped  with  every  modern  appliance 
that  is  required  in  the  art  of  glass  cutting.  The 
members  of  the  firm  are  as  follows  :  John  R. 
DeGoey,  born  in  Apponaug,  R.  I.,  December 


Telephone  Building,  Pawtucket. 


death  of  Alexander  his  son  Edwin  still  con- 
tinued the  business  under  the  old  name.  Ed- 
win A.  Burgess,  who  was  born  in  Providence,  July 
31,  1842,  died  February  12,  1900.  The  business 
is  at  present  being  carried  on  for  Mrs.  Burgess 
under  the  management  of  Alphonso  D.  Marsh, 
who  was  book-keeper  for  the  firm  from  1887  to 
1892,  and  is  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  de- 
tails of  the  business. 

Hope  Glass  "Works. — Manufacturers  of  all 
kinds  of  cut  glass  table  ware.  This  company 
makes  as  fine  and  artistic  line  of  cut  glass  ware 


20,  1870;  William  DeGoey,  born  in  Apponaug, 
R.  I.,  March  27,  1872.  Some  of  the  goods 
made  by  this  firm  are  examples  of  the  most  ex- 
quisite workmanship.  Their  goods  are  bought 
from  the  glass  maker  in  blank  form  and  their 
workmen  produce  the  various  patterns  that  are 
made  by  their  designers. 

James  D.  Minto. — Dyeing,  winding  and  spool- 
ing. Business  established  in  1894.  Works  lo- 
cated at  Manton,  R.  I.  Employs  100  hands. 
James  D.  Minto  was  born  in  Scotland,  April 
15,  1849. 
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A.  L.  Sayles&Sons. — Manufacturers  of  fancy 
cassimeres  and  worsteds,  and  carriage  cloths, 
r'actory  located  at  Pascoag,  R.  I.     Employ  365 


Albert  H.  Sayles. 


hands,  producing  14,000  yards  of  cloth  per  week. 
Business  carried  on  underthe  management  of  Al- 
bert H .  Sayles,  who  is  a  native  of  Pascoag,  he  hav- 
ing been  born  there  March  25,  1863.  The  mill 
structure  is  the  largest  in  the  town,  built  of 
granite,  and  known  as  the  "Granite  Mill."  It 
is  situated  in  the  centre  of  the  village.  The 
main  structure  is  a  massive  three  and  four  story 
building  with  a  high  tower  in  the  centre  on  the 
street  side,  and  this  main  building  is  surrounded 
by  a  number  of  companion  buildings  where  va- 
rious processes  of  the  manufacture  are  carried 
on.  The  total  length  of  the  main  building  is 
350  feet.  Albert  L.  Sayles,  who  was  known  as 
the  patriarch  of  the  woolen  business  of  the  town, 
died  January  30,  1898,  and  since  that  time  the 
business  has  been  carried  on  by  the  heirs  under 
the  name  that  had  been  adopted  before  his  death, 
under  the  management  of  his  son  Albert  H. 
Sayles.  Fred  L.  Sayles,  the  manager  of  the 
Fred  L.  Sayles  Co.,  is  the  other  son  who  has  an 
interest  in  the  business.  Near  the  site  of  this 
mill,  Daniel  Sayles,  the  grandfather  of  Albert 
H.  Sayles,  erected  a  building  for  the  purpose  of 
fulling  and  dressing  cloth,  in  1814.  The  farm- 
ers brought  their  homespun  cloth  for  him  to 


dye,  full  and  finish,  and  he  did  this  line  of  work 
so  much  better  than  they  could  possibly  do  it  at 
home  he  soon  established  a  good  business.  He 
later  put  in  a  carding  machine,  and  in  the  course 
of  time  he  converted  his  fulling  mill  into  a 
woolen  factory.  In  i8ig  Harden  Sayles,  his 
son,  became  the  owner,  and  in  1834  began  the 
manufacture  of  satinets  in  company  with  his 
brother,  Pitts  Sayles.  After  some  changes, 
Albert  L.  Sayles  bought  his  uncle's  interest, 
and  the  firm  name  then  became  Harden  Sayles 
&  Son,  which  was  in  1853.  Upon  the  death  of 
his  father  in  1861,  Mr.  Sayles  pulled  down  the 
old  mill,  and  erected  the  present  structure  at  a 
cost  of  about  ^250,000,  which  included  the  mill 
equipment.  After  purchasing  the  interest  of 
the  heirs,  the  business  was  carried  on  under  the 
name  of  Albert  L.  Sayles  until  1889,  when  his 
two  sons  became  associated  with  him  and  the 
present  name  of  A.  L.  Sayles  &  Sons  was 
adopted. 

Fred  L.  Sayles  Co. — Manufacturers  of  wor- 
steds, fancy  cassimeres,  cloakings,  and  kerseys. 
Factories  located  at  Pascoag,  R.  I.  Incorpora- 
ted in  1899.    Capitalized  for  ^60,000.  Plmploy 


Fred  L.  Sayles. 


225  hands.  Officers:  Albert  H.  Sayles,  Presi- 
dent and  Secretary;  P'red  L.  Sayles,  Treasurer 
and  General  Manager.    The  business  of  the 
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company  is  carried  on  under  the  management  of 
Fred  L.  Sayles  wlio  was  born  in  I'ascoag,  April 
13,  1865.  These  mills  are  located  near  the  rail- 
road depot,  facing  the  main  street  of  the  town, 
the  new  office  of  the  company  being  situated  at 
the  extreme  left  of  the  plant,  which  is  one  of  the 
most  up-to-date  and  commodious  mill  offices  in 
the  State.  The  mill  buildings  are  situated  on 
the  edge  of  the  mill  pond  somewhat  lower  than 
the  street,  which  gives  them  the  appearance  of 
being  much  smaller  than  they  really  are.  These 
buildings  with  the  office  form  three  sides  of  a 
square,  a  high  tower  surmounting  the  end  of  the 
main  structure.  The  front  of  the  mill  is  three 
stories,  but  on  the  rear  it  is  four  stories  in 
height.  The  shorter  wing  with  the  tower  is 
built  of  stone  up  to  the  third  story,  which  is 
built  of  wood,  the  stone  part  of  this  structure 


rillvillc  lias  Ijceii  more  or  less  noted  as  a 
])r(j(lucer  <jf  cotton  and  \vo<j]en  fabrics.  In  tlie 
verv  early  peri<Kl  aloni:^ 'aljout  11X14  the  farmers' 
wives  wove  most  (jf  the  fabrics  worn  in  those 
(lavs,  but  Daniel  Sayles,  a  ])rogenitor  (jf  the 
Sayleses  now  in  the  manufacturin_t(  Inisiness  of 
I  'ascoag,  had  erected  in  that  place  a  building  for 
fulling  and  dressing  woolen  cloth,  the  farmers 
of  the  town  bringing  in  their  homespun  goods 
to  be  dyed,  fulled  and  finished,  for  the  appliances 
ot  his  mill  produced  a  much  finer  article  than  the 
housewife  could  possibly  produce  in  the  home, 
with  her  crude  system,  which  was  then  in  use  in 
nearly  everv  country  home  of  that  section. 
From  this  fulling  mill  the  great  woolen  manu- 
facturing industry  of  the  place  has  developed,  so 
that  today  Pascoag  is  looked  upon  as  one  of  the 
great  textile  centers  of  the  state.    Daniel  Sayles 


A  Glimpse  of  the  Manufacturing  Village  of  Pascoag,  R.  I. 


being  a  part  of  the  old  mill,  which  is  undoubt- 
edly the  oldest  existing  factory  structure  in  the 
town  of  Burrillville.  The  remainder  of  the  mill 
buildings  are  built  of  wood  with  stone  basements, 
covered  with  tin  roofs.  Taken  as  a  whole  this 
may  be  said  to  be  one  of  the  most  up-to-date  tex- 
tile plants  in  New  England,  producing  upwards 
of  5000  yards  of  cloth  a  week.  The  power  plant 
is  very  complete,  the  buildings  are  well  equipped 
with  automatic  sprinklers,  and  a  force  pump,  to- 
gether with  a  large  water  tower  or  tank,  affords 
further  protection  against  fire.  This  site  is  eaid 
to  have  been  used  for  some  kind  of  textile  busi- 
ness since  1809. 

PASCOAG,  R.  I. 

Pascoag,  in  Burrillville,  R.  I.,  is  the  greatest 
center  for  manufacturing  of  any  locality  in  the 
town.    From  its  inauguration  as  a  town,  Bur- 


soon  after  put  a  wool  carding  machine  into  his 
mill,  and  the  farmers  brought  their  wool  to  be 
carded,  the  fiber  being  far  superior  to  that 
produced  by  the  old  hand  carding  process. 
Spinning  frames  were  introduced  after  a  time, 
and  the  farmers  were  enabled  to  get  all  of  the 
material  necessary  for  the  production  of  their 
winter's  stipply  of  woolens  from  outside  sources, 
but  the  weaving  had  to  be  done  on  the  old  cum- 
bersome hand  loom.  This,  however,  did  not 
last  long,  for  very  soon  the  power  loom  took  its 
])lace,  and  the  old  house  looms  were  sawed  up 
for  firewood,  never  again  to  be  called  upon  to 
do  service  in  behalf  of  mankind.  Harrisville  is 
the  next  place  of  importance  so  far  as  manufac- 
turing is  concerned,  while  there  arc  other 
localities  that  have  contributed  largely  to  the 
manufacturing  prosperity  of  the  town. 
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William  H.  Prendergast. — Manufacturer  of 
fancy  worsteds  for  men's  wear.  Business  es- 
tablished 1896.  Factory  located  at  Bridgeton, 
near  Pascoag,  R.  I.  Employs  about  160  hands. 
Works  at  present  running  night  and  day.  Power 
is  supplied  to  the  amount  of  about  75  horse 
power  from  Clear  River,  and  from  a  75  horse 
power  Greene  engine.  The  plant  is  equipped 
with  up-to-date  machinery  in  every  department, 
and  the  mill  edifice  is  a  substantial  wooden 
building,  supplied  with  a  water  tower  which 
affords  ample  protection  against  fire.  William 


he  remained  until  he  purchased  the  mill  pro- 
perty represented  by  a  cut  on  this  page,  and 
began  the  manufacture  of  a  line  of  fancy  wor- 
steds that  have  met  with  a  large  sale. 

Stone  Worsted  Mill. — Samuel  Mellor,  pro- 
prietor. Manufacturer  of  fancy  worsteds  for 
men's  wear.  Business  established  under  the 
firm  name  of  Mellor  &  Prendergast  in  i8go, 
and  in  1894  Mr.  Mellor  bought  out  his  partner's 
interest.  Since  that  time  he  has  been  carry- 
ing on  the  business  on  his  own  account.  Mr. 
Mellor  was  born  in  Huddersfield,  England,  Jan- 


William  H.  Prendergast's  Worsted  Mill,  Bridgeton,  R.  I. 


H.  Prendergast,  who  established  the  business, 
was  born  in  Gloucester,  R.  L,  September  6,  i860. 
He  learned  woolen  manufacturing  by  practical 
experience  in  the  mills  at  Burrillville  and  other 
places,  and  about  1890  began  manufacturing 
worsted  goods  in  the  old  Stone  Worsted  Mill 
in  Pascoag,  in  company  with  Samuel  Mellor, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Mellor  &  Prendergast. 
He  sold  his  interest  to  his  partner  in  January, 
1894,  and  soon  after  began  manufacturing 
worsteds  in  the  old  mill  of  the  American  Worsted 
Co.  of  Woonsocket,  on  South  Main  street,  where 

(5) 


uary  9,  1862.  Came  to  America  with  his  parents 
when  two  years  of  age.  He  learned  the  wool- 
en manufacturing  business  by  practical  experi- 
ence in  the  mills  of  Pascoag,  and  for  a  number 
of  years  was  a  weaver  in  the  mill  that  he  now 
operates.  The  mill  is  well  equipped  for  the 
manufacture  of  fancy  worsteds,  and  is  located 
in  Pascoag,  R.  I.    Employs  about  140  hands. 

Woonsocket  Brush  Co. — Manufacturers  of 
jewelers  and  mill  brushes.  Business  established 
about  1870.  Walter  S.  Thayer,  proprietor. 
Works  located  in  Woonsocket,  R.  I. 
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William  Tinkham  &  Co.  —  Manufacturers  of 
fancy  worsteds.  Factory  located  at  Ilarrisville, 
R.  I.  Business  established  in  1856  by  William 
Tinkham  and  Job  S.  Steere.  Factory  burned 
in  1894.  New  factory  built  in  1895,  which  is 
one  of  the  best  woolen  plants  in  the  State. 
William  Tinkham  was  born  in  Harmony  Vil- 
lage, Gloucester,  R.  I.,  July  8,  1823.  He  com- 
pleted his  education  in  what  was  then  the 
Smithville  Seminary  in  North  Scituate.  After 
learning  the  blacksmith's  trade  of  his  father 
and  laboring  for  a  number  of  years  on  his 
father's  farm,  in  1844  he  entered  a  store  as 
clerk  at  Greenville,  R. 
I.,  in  which  capacity 
he  served  until  he 
bought  out  the  busi- 
ness which  he  carried 
on  until  1853,  part  of 
the  time  having  a  part- 
ner. After  this  ex- 
perience in  the  mer- 
cantile line,  he  was 
employed  for  a  short 
time  as  clerk  in  a  com- 
pany store  at  Wake- 
field, and  in  July,  1853, 
he  hired  a  woolen  mill 
at  Mapleville,  R.  I.,  in 
company  with  Job  S. 
Steere,  and  began  the 
manufacture  of  jeans 
and  tweeds.  They  be- 
gan with  one  set  of 
machinery,  but  soon 
after  put  in  another 
set  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  satinets,  carry- 
ing on  the  business 
until  1856.  During  these  years  Mr.  Tinkham 
realizing  the  need  of  a  practical  knowledge  of 
every  department  of  the  manufacturing  business, 
became  an  operative  in  his  own  mill.  Begin- 
ning in  the  scouring  room,  the  lowest  position 
in  the  factory,  he  dismissed  the  foreman,  and 
assumed  the  management  himself.  After  he 
had  secured  a  complete  knowledge  of  wool 
scouring  he  dismissed  the  foreman  in  the  dyeing 
department,  and  hiring  an  assistant,  learned 
the  art  of  dyeing.  In  this  way  he  went  through 
every  department  of  his  mill  until  he  became 
thoroughly  proficient  in  every  branch  that  per- 


William  Tinkham. 


tained  to  the  manufacture  of  woolen  goods. 
Probably  no  manufacturer  in  the  State  has  ac- 
quired a  better  knowledge  of  the  art  of  manu- 
facturing woolen  goods.  In  1856  the  firm  of 
Steere  &  Tinkham  purchased  the  Harrisville 
mill  property,  which  was  owned  by  Jason  Emer- 
son, for  some  $30,000.  The  machinery  was 
moved  from  their  Mapleville  mill,  more  sets  of 
machinery  were  added,  and  they  continued  the 
manufacture  of  satinets  on  a  more  extensive 
scale.  A  $20,000  addition  was  built  in  1857, 
100  feet  in  length,  for  dyeing  and  other  pur- 
poses.   Passing  through  the  financial  crisis  of 

1857  very  successfully 
owing  to  Mr.  Tink- 
ham's  careful  business 
methods,  in  i860  more 
sets  of  machinery  were 
added,  and  then  the 
company  began  the 
manufacture  of  cassi- 
meres.  In  1865,  so 
successful  had  the  bus- 
iness been  managed, 
there  was  no  incum- 
brance upon  the  mill 
property,  and  the  com- 
pany had  a  good  sur- 
plus on  hand.  Mr. 
Tinkham,  in  1868,  took 
up  his  residence  in  the 
city  of  Providence, 
where  he  has  lived 
ever  since.  About 
this  time,  in  company 
with  F.  Metcalf  and 
his  brother,  Ellison 
Tinkham,  began  to  op- 
erate the  CarolinaMills 
in  Richmond,  R.  I.,  selling  his  interest  in  these 
mills  in  1876.  Mr.  Tinkham  purchased  his 
partner's  interest  in  the  Harrisville  property  in 
1873,  becoming  the  sole  owner,  but  later  took 
Fred  S.  Farwall  as  a  partner  in  the  business, 
when  the  firm  name  became  Tinkham  &  Far- 
well,  remaining  so  until  1878  when  Mr.  Tink- 
ham's  son,  Ernest  W.,  became  a  member  of  the 
company,  and  the  name  was  then  changed  to 
Tinkham,  Farwell  &  Co.  In  1884  Mr.  P^arwell's 
interest  was  purchased,  and  the  company  name 
then  became  William  Tinkham  &  Co.,  Mr.  Tink- 
ham and  his  son  being  the  sole  owners. 
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Mr.  Tinkham  was  the  man  who  projected  the 
Providence  and  Springfield  railroad,  the  build- 
ing of  which  opened  up  one  of  the  best  manu- 
facturing sections  of  the  State.  Without  this 
road  the  manufacturers  of  that  section  could 
hardly  have  held  their  own  against  their  com- 
petitors who  were  enjoying  railroad  facilities. 
Mr.  Tinkham  became  its  first  President  and 
Manager,  which  positions  he  held  until  the  road 
was  purchased  by  the  N.  Y.,  N.  H.  &  H.  Rail- 


started  a  spindle  and  flyer  manufactory  located 
on  the  south  side  of  the  road,  while  the  building 
containing  the  forges  and  trip  hammers  was  lo- 
cated on  the  opposite  side  of  the  road  near  the 
bridge.  In  1832  a  cotton  mill  was  in  operation 
here,  which  adjoined  the  spindle  shop.  In  1843 
John  T.  F"iske  and  D.  C.  Remington  were  man- 
ufacturing print  goods  here,  the  mill  being  sub- 
sequently operated  by  James  Cunliffe,  and  later 
John  Irons  carried  on  the  mill  business  here. 


William  Tinkham  &  Co.  Factory,  Harrisville,  Burrillville,  R.  I. 


road  Company.  Mr.  Tinkham  cared  little  for 
public  office,  although  he  was  elected  to  repre- 
sent his  town  in  the  lower  house  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  Rhode  Island  in  1866. 

The  water  power  that  supplies  the  mill  is  one 
of  the  best  privileges  in  the  State,  the  stream  be- 
ing formed  by  the  waters  of  the  Clear,  Pascoag 
and  Nipmuck  rivers.  There  was  formerly,  in 
the  early  years  of  the  last  century,  a  saw  and 
grist  mill  located  on  the  site  of  the  present  mill, 
when  the  place  was  known  as  Rhodesville,  in 
honor  of  Capt.  William  Rhodes.  A  little  later 
Andrew  Harris  purchased  the  privilege  and 


and  still  later,  prior  to  1853,  a  Mr.  Burgess  was 
proprietor  of  the  mill.  In  1853  Stephen  and 
Jason  Emerson  purchased  the  property,  the 
latter  finally  becoming  the  sole  owner,  who  pro- 
ceeded to  build  a  new  mill,  which  was  the  mill 
bought  by  Steere  &  Tinkham  in  1856,  and 
which  has  developed  so  extensive  a  business 
during  the  past  half  century  under  Mr.  Tink- 
ham's  management  and  ownership. 

Ernest  W.  Tinkham  was  born  in  Harrisville, 
R.  I.,  September  25,  1857,  who  now  carries  on 
the  bulk  of  the  business  that  was  established  by 
his  father  in  1856,  and  which  has  developed  into 
one  of  the  largest  woolen  plants  of  Southern 
New  England. 
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Peace  Dale  Manufacturing  Co. — Manufactur- 
ers of  woolen  and  worsted  goods  for  men's  and 
women's  wear,  rugs,  shawls,  etc.  Business 
established  in  1801  by  Rowland  Hazard,  who 
was  one  of  the  first  to  begin  the  manufacture  of 
woolen  goods  in  the  State.  Incorporated  in 
1848.  Capitalized  for  $500,000.  Works  located 
in  Peace  Dale,  R.  I.,  where  the  business  was 
first  established.  Employ  600  hands.  Officers: 
Rowland  G.  Hazard,  President ;  William  C. 
Greene,  Treasurer ;  James  W.  Drysdale,  Super- 
intendent ;   William   T.    Stedman,  Secretary. 


built  here.  The  aim  of  the  Company  has 
always  been  to  make  strictly  first-class  goods, 
and  to  build  up  a  pleasant  and  home-like  village 
about  the  plant.  The  Hazard  Memorial  was 
built  in  the  centre  of  the  village  in  1889,  in 
memory  of  Rowland  G.  Hazard,  and  contains  a 
good  library,  assembly  hall,  gymnasium,  etc.,  for 
the  use  of  the  people  of  the  place. 

Swinburne,  Peckham  &  Co. — Manufacturers 
of  doors,  sash,  blinds,  window  frames,  mould- 
ings, and  general  builders'  supplies.  Also  deal- 
ers in  hardware.    Business  established  in  1871. 


Hazard  Memorial,  Peace  Dale,  R.  I. 


Power  is  furnished  by  the  Saugatucket  River 
and  about  1,200-horse  power  of  steam.  The 
works  are  lighted  by  electricity  generated  by 
the  company's  dynamos.  There  are  160  broad 
looms,  and  the  product  is  about  one-third 
woolen  and  two-thirds  worsted  goods.  The 
village  was  practically  founded  by  Rowland 
Hazard  at  the  beginning  of  the  last  century, 
and  the  business  has  been  carried  on  by  his 
descendants  up  to  the  present  time.  The  pro- 
duct was  at  first  coarse  woolen  cloth,  and  was 
entirely  confined  to  the  manufacture  of  woolens 
either  in  cloths  or  shawls  until  1872,  when  the 
first  complete  worsted  mill  in  America  was 


Mill  located  on  Peckham's  Wharf,  Newport,  R. 
I.  Store,  215  Thames  street.  George  W. 
Swinburne  was  born  in  Newport,  R.  I.,  in  1830. 
J.  A.  Peckham  is  also  a  native  of  Newport. 
Power  for  the  works  is  supplied  by  a  fifty  horse 
power  Corliss  steam  engine.  The  plant  is 
equipped  with  all  of  the  modern  wood  working 
machinery  required  in  a  business  of  this  kind. 

"Warwick  Mills. — Manufacturers  of  lawns  and 
fine  cotton  yarns.  Incorporated  in  i8g6.  Capi- 
talized for  $400,000.  Employ  350  hands.  Works 
located  in  Centreville,  R.  I.  Officers:  R.B.  Sew- 
all,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  President;  E.  B.  Townsend, 
of  Boston,  Mass.,  Treasurer;  J.  T.  Ferguson,  . 
Superintendent. 
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National  Paint  Mfg.  Co.— Manufacturers  of 
dipping  paints,  used  more  especially  for  ma- 
chinery, and  sold  all  over  the  United  States, 
among  machinery  manufacturers.  Business  es- 
tablished in  1888  by  G.  W.  Paine  on  Dorrance 
street,  and  the  works  removed  to  the  present 
location  at  42  Garnet  street,  Providence,  in 
1898.  George  W.  Paine,  the  proprietor  of  the 
business,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Foster,  R.  I., 
in  December,  1838.  After  leaving  the  public 
schools  he  entered  into  active  business  pursuits, 
and  the  result  of  his  endeavors  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  paints  has  been  the  production  of  certain 
grades  of  dipping 
paints  that  are  said 
to  be  superior  to  any- 
thing of  thekind  made 
in  this  country,  and 
of  which  Mr.  Paine 
claims  to  be  the  pio- 
neer manufacturer. 
Painting  is  as  ancient 
as  Egyptian  sculp- 
ture, as  records  of 
the  art  as  early  as  the 
Nineteenth  Century 
B.  C,  give  evidence 
of  in  plain  language, 
but  the  producing  of 
paints,  such  as  are  in 
use  to-day  for  the 
various  manufactur- 
ing purposes,  as  well 
as  for  art,  was  the 
work  of  the  century 
just  closed,  and  not 
until  the  end  of  the 
century  was  the 
highest  degree  of  per- 
fection attained,  both  as  to  the  perfect  blending 
of  colors  and  the  durability  of  the  liquid  when 
applied  to  iron  or  wood  surfaces.  Mr.  Paine 
had  noted  that  the  paints  in  ordinary  use  for 
the  covering  of  wooden  surfaces  or  iron  with  a 
brush  were  fairly  up  to  the  requirements  of  the 
times,  but  it  was  impossible  to  use  those  paints 
for  dipping  purposes,  because  when  the  sur- 
faces became  dry  they  were  streaked  and  un- 
even, and  wholly  unfit  for  the  market  on  ac- 
count of  their  unsightliness.  Recognizing  a 
new  field,  Mr.  Paine  devoted  many  years  in  de- 
veloping a  line  of  paints  that  should  meet  the 


George  W.  Paine. 


requirements,  and  to-day  he  is  turning  out  dip- 
ping paints  in  almost  any  color  that  may  be  re- 
quired, that  give  the  appearance  of  enamel 
when  the  surface  is  dry,  with  no  cracks  or 
streaks,  making  an  immense  saving  in  labor  as 
well  as  providing  a  superior  surface  for  all  kinds 
of  machinery,  so  much  better  than  the  ordinary 
machinery  paint  that  is  put  on  by  brushes  that 
few  manufacturers  of  machinery  and  castings 
in  this  country  will  use  anything  else  when 
once  they  have  become  acquainted  with  its 
quality.  Not  only  small  frames  or  castings  are 
treated  in  this  way,  but  large  castings  such  as 

loom  frames,  where 
two  men  are  required 
to  handle  them,  are 
dipped  with  equal 
ease,  and  they  look 
as  well  when  dry  as 
the  smaller  pieces, 
they  being  hung  up 
like  sides  of  beef  for 
three  or  four  hours, 
when  they  are  suffi- 
ciently dry  to  take 
down  and  make  room 
for  a  second  lot.  The 
drying  process  leaves 
the  surface  perfectly 
smooth,  the  paint  be- 
ing evenly  deposited 
over  the  surface  of 
the  whole  casting. 
Two  men  will  do  the 
work  that  is  ordinar- 
ily done  by  twenty 
men.  One  manufac- 
turer was  employing 
three  m.en  to  paint  a 
certain  kind  of  casting,  and  they  were  hardly 
able  to  keep  up  with  the  men  who  were  setting 
up  the  machinery.  When  the  dipping  paints 
made  by  the  National  Paint  Mfg.  Co.  were  sub- 
stituted for  the  kind  that  they  had  been  using, 
one  boy  at  a  cost  of  six  dollars  a  week  did  all  of 
the  work  that  had  formerly  cost  them  six  dol- 
lars a  day,  and  he  performed  the  work  better 
than  brushes  could  possibly  do  it.  Vermillion, 
the  most  difficult  color  for  a  dipping  paint,  has 
been  brought  down  to  perfection  by  Mr.  Paine, 
and  the  general  line  that  he  has  been  able  to 
give  our  manufacturers  has  done  more  in  the 
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way  of  economy  than  anything  that  has  been 
brought  out  in  many  years.  Information  about 
this  kind  of  work  may  be  procured  at  the 
National  Paint  Mfg.  Co.'s  Works,  49  Garnet 
street,  Providence. 

Perforated  Pad  Co. — Manufacturers  of  har- 
ness specialties,  such  as  fronts,  blinds,  rosettes, 
pads,  etc.;  patent  leather  and  felt  goods  for  the 
harness  trade.  They  are  the  manufacturers  of 
the  famous  Becker  &  Wickser's  sore-back  sad- 
dle. Business  established  by  C.  H.  Horton  and 
Palmer  Brown  in  1877.  Incorporated  in  1882. 
Capitalized  for  $50,000.  Factory  located  in 
Woonsocket,  R.  I.  Employ  65  hands.  Officers: 
Etienne  C.  Delabarre,  President,  who  is  a  native 
of  Belgium;  Charles  H.  Horton,  Secretary  and 
Treasurer,  who  is  a  native  of  Rehoboth,  Mass. 
This  is  probably  the  largest  manufacturing 
business  of  its  kind  in  the  State. 

Dr.  Seth  Arnold  Medical  Corporation.— Manu- 
facturers of  proprietary  medicines.  Dr.  Seth 
Arnold's  Cough  Killer,  Soothing  Cordial,  and 
Anti-Bilious  Pills.  Originally  the  manufac- 
turers of  Dr.  Seth  Arnold's  Balsam.  Business 
established  by  Dr.  Seth  Arnold  in  1842.  In- 
corporated in  1873.  Capitalized  for  $100,000. 
Officers:  Alexander  S.  Arnold,  President  and 
Treasurer;  William  B.  Lincoln,  Secretary. 
Laboratory  located  at  1 58  Park  avenue,  Woon- 
socket, R.  I.  One  of  the  largest  medicine  con- 
cerns in  the  State. 

Mason  Mfg.  Co. — Manufacturers  of  mill  and 
laundry  soaps,  and  make  a  business  of  the  ren- 
dering of  tallow  and  grease,  also  manufacture 
fertilizers.  Business  established  by  Stephen  N. 
Mason  in  1837.  Works  located  in  Woonsocket, 
R.  I.  Fred  P.  Fenton,  the  present  owner,  is  a 
native  of  North  Hudson,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was 
born  September  29,  1857.  Was  employed  in 
the  works  some  time  prior  to  purchasing  them. 

Woonsocket  Shuttle  Co.  —  Manufacturers  of 
shuttles  for  all  kinds  of  textile  work.  Business 
established  by  John  Johnson,  a  native  of  Scot- 
land. Works  located  in  Woonsocket,  R.  I. 
Consolidated  with  the  American  Shuttle  Co.,  in 
1898,  whose  headquarters  are  in  Boston,  Mass. 

Woonsocket  Reed  &  Shuttle  Co.— Manufac- 
turers of  shuttles  for  cotton,  woolen  and  silk 
mills.  Business  established  in  1892  by  John 
Shambow.  Works  located  in  Woonsocket, 
R.  I.  Consolidated  with  the  American  Shuttle 
Co.  in  1897. 


WOONSOCKET,  R.  I. 

This  place  very  soon  began  manufacturing  in 
the  textile  line  after  Samuel  Slater  had  invented 
his  spinning  frame  and  put  it  into  successful 
operation  in  Pawtucket,  but  before  this,  fully 
one  hundred  years,  the  town  that  became  known 
as  Woonsocket  was  manufacturing  various  arti- 
cles from  iron,  which  probably  gives  it  the 
distinction  of  being  the  first  to  begin  the 
manufacture  of  iron  and  steel  goods  in  the 
state.  The  first  wheel  turned  by  the  waters 
of  the  Blackstone  River,  at  the  Falls,  was 
that  of  a  sawmill,  which  stood  where  the 
tower  of  the  old  Ballon  mill  now  stands, 
not  far  from  the  dam,  which  is  said  to  be 
about  the  year  1666.  A  corn  and  fulling  mill 
was  the  next  to  be  built,  which  was  in  17 12,  the 
builder  being  John  Arnold. .  The  power  for  this 
mill  was  supplied  by  two  water  wheels,  one 
above  the  other,  set  in  a  narrow  trench  cut  out  of 
the  rock,  part  of  this  trench  now  being  visible, 
the  action  of  the  water  having  worn  away  the 
greater  part  of  it.  The  next  was  the  "Old 
Forge,"  or  what  was  then  termed  imder  a  second 
name  as  the  "Winsokett  Iron  Mill."  This  forge 
was  built  between  the  years  171 2  and  1720,  near 
the  Ballou  Manufacturing  Co.  Mill,  and  had 
three  water  wheels.  This  was  a  hundred  years 
before  the  textile  business  was  begun.  This 
forge  was  used  extensively  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary War ;  so  much  so  that  the  owners  were 
enabled  to  reap  quite  a  snug  fortune  for  those 
days.  William  Hopkins  was  one  of  the  owners 
in  1720.  The  next  was  a  scythe  factory,  and  all 
of  these  were  located  at  and  received  their  power 
from  the  P~alls  of  the  Blackstone.  The  great 
freshet  of  1807,  when  the  water  was  higher  than 
it  was  ever  known  before  or  since,  carried  away 
or  disabled  all  of  the  first  manufacturing  estab- 
lishments of  the  village  of  Woonsocket,  only  the 
scythe  factory  resuming  business. 

The  owners  of  the  water  privileges  of  Woon- 
socket, when  the  manufacture  of  textiles  began 
to  be  agitated  along  about  1810,  were  James 
Arnold  of  the  Blackstone  River  privilege,  Joseph 
Arnold  of  the  Mill  River  privilege,  and  Stephen 
Wilcox  of  the  Peter's  River  privilege.  A  meet- 
ing was  held  to  consider  the  advisability  of 
establishing  a  cotton  mill,  October  24,  1810, 
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liiosr  |)rcse'nl  at  the  meeting-  bciiij^'  Nathan, 
Ariel  and  Ahiicr  llallon,  ]^J)er  liartlctt,  Jul)  and 
Luke  Jcnckes,  Oliver  Leland  and  Jose])li  y\r- 
nold.  /\s  a  result  of  this  meeting  the  Social 
Manufacturing-  Co.  was  organized  with  the  ca])- 
ital  stock  set  at  $16,000,  there  being  only  sixteen 
shares,  two  shares  for  each  member  of  the  com- 
pany. The  first  mill  that  was  built  was  a 
small  wooden  structure  where  the  present 
Social  Mill  is  located,  with  a  capacity  for  2,000 
spindles.  Therefore,  it  was  decided  by  this 
company  that  the  waters  of  the  Mill  River 
should  turn  the  first  spindles  that  were  to  be 
set  in  motion  in  Woonsocket,  and  which  were 
the  beginning  of  an  industry  that   has  made 


tractive  and  C(jmi)lete  cotton  factories  ever  built 
in  the  state,,  now  devoted  wholly  to  the  spinning 
of  cotton  yarns. 

In  1822  W.  &  D.  I'"arnum  and  others  were 
finishing  satinets  in  a  factory  built  by  James 
Arnold  for  the  purpose  of  utilizing  his  water 
privilege  on  the  Blackstone  at  Woonsocket 
Falls.  This  mill  was  burned  in  1829  and  a  new 
factory  erected  in  its  place  the  following  year. 
March  26.  183 1,  there  was  a  real  estate  transac- 
tion that  meant  more  for  the  town  than  any  other 
similar  sale  has  ever  developed,  and  Edward 
Harris,  the  pioneer  woolen  manufacturer,  was 
the  man  who  made  this  transaction  of  so  much 
importance,  not  only  to  Woonsocket,  but  to  the 


the  town  and  city  famous  as  one  of  the  great 
textile  centers  of  the  country.  The  company 
continued  in  a  small  way  for  a  number  of 
years,  until  1841,  when  Dexter  Ballon  became 
the  sole  proprietor  of  the  business.  Not  long- 
after  this  other  men  became  interested  in 
the  company,  Orin  Ballon  being  Presideni, 
Flenry  Lippitt  Treasurer  and  Charles  Nourse 
Superintendent.  From  this  time  the  Social 
Manufacturing-  Co.  made  great  progress.  The 
Social  Mill  was  erected,  destroyed  by  fire,  re- 
built on  a  larger  scale,  and  later  the  Globe  Mill, 
on  the  Blackstone  River,  became  a  part  of  the 
company's  property,  and  still  later  the  Nourse 
Mill  was  erected,  which  is  one  of  the  most  at- 


The    Manufacturing    City  of 

country  at  large.  When  we  say  "pioneer 
woolen  manufacturer,"  we  mean  "pioneer"  in 
the  sense  that  applies  to  the  first  American 
woolen  fabrics  that  stood  on  a  par  with  the 
cassimeres  that  had  before  that  time  been 
imported  from  European  countries.  Other 
manufacturers  had  contented  themselves  with 
producing  a  fair  or  passable  quality  of  satinets, 
while  nothing  short  of  the  best  woolen  goods 
that  could  be  made  direct  from  the  raw  material 
from  the  sheep's  back  could  satisfy  Mr.  Harris, 
and  as  a  result  of  this  ambition  there  was  hardly 
a  Rhode  Islander  as  early  as  1850  who  was  sat- 
isfied to  wear  any  kind  of  a  suit  unless  he  was 
convinced  that  it  was  cut  out  of  the  "double  and 
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twist"  made  in  the  Harris  Mills  of  Woonsocket. 
Mr.  Harris  began  his  remarkable  career  here  in 
this  mill,  which  was  afterwards  known  as  Harris 
Mill  No.  I.  He  built  other  mills,  but  his  great- 
est effort  was  the  Harris  Privilege  on  Mill  River, 
above  the  Social  Manufacturing  Co.'s  Mills  on 
the  same  stream,  which  was  completed  in  1863, 
and  is  today  owned  and  operated  by  the  Lawton 
Spinning  Co.,  the  mill  property  having  been 
enlarged  and  refitted  specially  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  a  modern  yarn  mill.  When 
the  property  was  first  completed  it  was  consid- 
ered one  of  the  best  woolen  mills  in  the  United 
States,  and  it  certainly  produced  the  finest  suit- 
ings in  the  line  of  cassimeres  and  worsteds  that 


stone  from  the  Falls,  the  latter  taking  the  waters 
from  the  mill  trench  just  before  it  joins  the  river 
proper  again,  which  is  fully  half  a  mile  from  the 
Falls,  where  the  trench  begins,  and  which  dis- 
tributes power  for  the  various  manufacturing 
plants  that  are  located  on  its  banks.  Then 
more  recently  the  Perseverance  Worsted  Co., 
Reliance  Worsted  Co.,  the  knitting  companies, 
Woonsocket  Worsted  Mills,  the  River  Spinning 
Co.,  and  others,  and  finally  the  great  rubber 
industry  as  represented  in  the  Alice  Mills,  of 
the  Woonsocket  Rubber  Co.  Great  machinery 
working  plants  have  been  erected  here,  the 
largest    being  the    Taft-Peirce  Manufacturing 


Co., 


(1  the  Woonsocket  Machine  and  Press 


oonsocket,    Rhode    Island,  1901. 

were  made  in  America,  and  ecjual  in  quality  to 
those  of  the  best  foreign  productions. 

In  1 82 1  another  factory  that  James  Arnold 
had  built  to  make  use  of  the  power  at  the  Falls, 
was  conveyed  to  Daniel  Lyman,  which  has  since 
been  known  as  the  Lyman  Mill,  and  which 
passed  into  the  hands  of  J.  P.  &  J.  G.  Ray,  the 
business  being  carried  on  under  the  same  name 
at  the  present  time.  Dexter  Ballon  was  one  of 
the  first  to  lease  rooms  in  this  mill  after  it  was 
built,  which  was  for  the  purpose  of  spinning- 
cotton  yarns.  Since  that  time  the  Lippitt 
Woolen  Co.'s  mills  have  been  built,  utilizing  the 
same  water  privilege,  the  Eagle  Mills,  Clinton 
Mills,  both  of  which  use  the  waters  of  the  Black- 


Co.,  which,  combined  with  the  various  textile 
])lants,  make  the  city  of  Woonsocket  one  of  the 
busiest  manufacturing  centers  in  New  England. 
The  time-honored  name  of  the  Social  Manufac- 
turing Co.  has  this  year  been  swallowed  up  in 
the  newly  incorporated  Manville  Manufactur- 
ing Co. 

There  was  a  stone  mill  built  on  Peter's  River, 
at  what  is  now  Jenckesville,  in  1822,  by  Job 
Jenckes  and  others,  and  it  has  been  used  more 
or  less  for  textile  manufacturing  ever  since,  but 
the  water  privilege  here  was  not  sufficiently 
large  to  stimulate  as  vigorous  a  growth  as  was 
developed  on  the  Blackstone  and  JMill  River 
privileges. 
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Manville  Company.  —  Manufacturers  of  fine 
cotton  fabrics  for  women's  wear,  also  sheetings, 
shirtings,  twills,  sateens,  etc.  Business  estab- 
lished in  1810  as  the  Social  Manufacturing  Co., 
in  the  town  of  Woonsocket,  that  part  of  the 
present  company  being  incorporated  in  1855, 
with  a  capital  of  ;^  1,000,000.  The  present  com- 
pany was  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  New 
Jersey,  in  May,  1901,  the  incorporators  being 
Chas.  H.  Merriman,  Chas.  W.  Lippitt  and 
Henry  F.  Lippitt,  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  and 
George  B.  Duren,  of  Newark,  N.  J.  Capital- 
ized for  ;g6,ooo,ooo.  Officers :  Henry  F.  Lip- 
pitt, President  and  General  Manager;  Chas.  H. 
Merriman,  Treasurer;  Hol- 
der Borden  Bowen,  Secre- 
tary. Employ  about  4,000 
hands.  The  mills  of  the 
company  are  :  The  Man- 
ville Mill,  main  building 
erected  in  1876-7,  at  Man- 
ville, R.  L,  which,  with  the 
adjoining  property,  has  a 
tax  valuation  of  $890,000  ; 
the  Social  Mill,  Nourse 
Mill  and  Globe  Mill  in 
Woonsocket,  R.  L,  form- 
erly known  as  the  Social 
Mfg.  Co.,  which  name  has 
stood  for  nearly  a  hundred 
years,  but  which  now  loses 
its  identity  in  the  new 
corporation,  has  a  tax  val- 
uation of  $1,231,450,  which 
makes  a  total  tax  valuation 
of  the  property  of  the  con- 
solidated  companies  of 

$2,121,450.  The  manufacture  of  cotton  was 
begun  on  the  Blackstone  River  at  the  village  of 
Manville,  then  known  as  Unity  Furnace,  in 
1812.  Another  mill  was  built  in  1826,  and  this 
came  into  the  possession,  in  1861,  of  the  Man- 
ville Company,  organized  in  that  year  and  com- 
posed of  Tully  D.  Bowen,  H:enry  Lippitt, 
Will  iam  H.  Reynolds,  Charles  H.  Merriman, 
Samuel  Chace  and  Harvy  Chace.  The  original 
mill  was  enlarged  several  times  after  coming 
into  the  possession  of  the  new  companv.  A 
large  weave  shed  in  the  rear  of  the  main  mill  is 
the  latest  addition,  which  was  completed  in 
1900.  The  Social  Mill  was  built  in  1874,  on  the 
site  where  the  first   Social  Mill  was  burned. 


Charles  H.  Merriman. 


which  was  built  near  the  site  of  the  original 
factory,  a  small  affair,  where  the  business  of  the 
Social  Mfg.  Co.  was  begun  in  1810.  Henry 
Lippitt,  senior,  Ex-Governor  of  Rhode  Island, 
and  father  of  the  President  of  the  present  com- 
pany, was  one  of  the  prime  movers  in  develop- 
ing the  business  of  both  of  these  companies, 
which  have  finally  been  merged  under  one  man- 
agement. The  Nourse  Mill  was  built  in  1883, 
which  is  now  turned  into  a  yarn  mill,  and  the 
Globe  Mills  were  purchased  by  the  Social  Com- 
pany in  1876.  These  four  mills  are  among  the 
best  in  the  State,  all  of  which  are  equipped  with 
the  most  modern  machinery,  and  the  most  com- 
plete power  plants. 

Charles  Henry  Merri- 
man, the  Treasurer  of  the 
new  company,  was  born  in 
Augusta,  Ga.,  October  i, 
1833.  Few  manufacturers 
of  the  State  have  had  the 
extensive  experience  that 
Mr.  Merriman  has  had  in 
the  manufacture  of  cotton 
goods.  He  was  the  Treas- 
urer of  the  Manville  Co. 
from  1863  to  1866;  Treas- 
urer of  the  Silver  Spring 
Bleaching  and  Dyeing  Co. 
from  1863  to  1 871;  Treas- 
urer of  the  Smithfield 
Mfg.  Co.  from  i860  to 
1866;  Treasurer  of  the  So- 
cial Mfg.  Co.  from  1891  to 
1901,  and  Treasurer  of  the 
Lippitt  Woolen  Co.  from 
1866  to  the  present  time. 
Mr.  Merriman  has  also  been  President  of  the 
Providence  Board  of  Trade  and  President  of  the 
Bank  of  North  America.  His  long  and  suc- 
cessful career  has  made  him  one  of  the  best 
known  of  our  Eastern  manufacturers,  and  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island  owes  to  such  men  the 
reputation  that  she  enjoys  to-day  of  being  one 
of  the  great  successful  textile  centres  of  the 
world.  Henry  F.  Lippitt  is  a  native  of  Provi- 
dence, where  he  was  born  in  October,  1856. 
After  graduating  at  Brown  University,  he 
entered  the  employ  of  his  father  and  schooled 
himself  in  the  textile  business,  mastering  every 
detail.  He  has  been  for  a  number  of  years 
the  Agent  of  the  Social  Mfg.  Co.,  and  Treas- 
urer and  Agent  of  the  Manville  Co.,  of  which 
he  is  now  the  President  and  General  Manager. 
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Mills  and  Weave  Shed  of  the  Manville  Company,  Manville,  R.  I. 
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Social  Mills  of  the  Manville  Company,  Woonsocket,  R.  I. 
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The  Taft-Peirce  Manufacturing  Co. — Manu- 
facturers of  machines  and  mechanical  special- 
ties. The  works,  which  are  among  the  largest 
in  Rhode  Island,  are  located  in  Woonsocket. 
Daniel  W.  Taft,  Treasurer;  E.  J.  Peirce,  Jr., 
Agent  and  Superintendent.  They  have  their 
own  electric  lighting  plant,  and  everything 
about  the  factory  is  modern  and  up-to-date  in 
every  respect,  the  power  being  furnished  by 
steam.    The  Taft-Peirce  Manufacturing  Co.  are 


contract  work  entirely.  They  make  no  machin- 
ery for  themselves,  having  no  lines  of  their  own 
which  are  manufactured,  the  entire  thought  and 
energy  of  the  concern  being  devoted  to  the 
various  manufacturing  companies  throughout 
the  country,  for  whom  they  build  machines  and 
tools.  Their  specialty  is  the  construction  of  any 
class  of  machinery  and  mechanical  devices  with 
interchangeable  parts,  and  the  re-designing  of 
machines  for  economical  manufacture.  Among 


Plant  of  the  Taft-Peirce  Manufacturing  Co.,  Woonsocket,  R.  I. 


one  of  the  best  known  machinery  builders  in 
America.  The  shops,  as  shown  herewith,  are 
large  and  commodious,  three  stories  high,  of 
brick  construction,  and  they  are  very  strongly 
built  so  as  to  contain  heavy  machinery  without 
causing  too  much  vibration.  There  may  be 
said  to  be  two  main  buildings,  with  connections, 
besides  a  boiler  and  engine  room  in  a  separate 
building,  and  storehouses.  The  entire  plant  is 
fitted  throughout  with  the  most  modern  ma- 
chinery of  every  description  that  is  required  in 
a  first-class  machine  shop.    The  company  do 


the  companies  for  whom  work  has  been  done 
for  some  time  past  are  the  American  Knitting 
Machine  Co.  of  Woonsocket  ;  the  Universal 
Winding  Co.  of  Boston,  Mass.,  and  Providence  ; 
Puritan  Manufacturing  Co.  of  Boston,  Mass.; 
Tabulating  Machine  Co.  of  Washington,  D.  C; 
McTammany  Ballot  Co.,  Providence;  The  Lans- 
ton  Monotype-Machine  Co.,  Washington,  D.  C; 
The  Lanston  Monotype  Corporation,  Ltd.,  Lon- 
don, Elngland  ;  The  National  Knitting  Co.  of 
Milwaukee,  Wis.;  F.  A.  Hubbel,  of  Detroit, 
Mich.,  and  others.    The   kind  of  machinery 
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made  by  this  company  is  widely  diversified,  in- 
volving work  of  the  finest  accuracy  and  most  in- 
tricate detail  where  nicety  of  construction  is  the 
most  essential  element.  It  is  by  this  high-class 
work  that  the  company  have  achieved  a  reputa- 
tion that  is  unsurpassed  for  fine  work,  both  in 
the  line  of  special  tools  and  interchangeable 
machine  parts. 

Twice  within  two  years  the  company  have 
been  compelled  to  enlarge  their  works  in  order 
to  accommodate  the  growing  business.  The 
present  area  of  floor  space  contained  in  the 
works  is  three  and  a  half  acres.    The  manage- 


as  the  "  Old  Forge "  at  Woonsocket  Falls^ 
which,  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  made 
their  owners  comparatively  rich  men,  so  much 
was  the  demand  for  their  crude  productions. 
These  modern  machinery  plants,  several  of 
v/hich  have  been  established  in  the  city,  have 
prevented  the  textile  industries  from  making  it 
wholly  a  textile  manufacturing  town.  The 
works  of  the  company  are  situated  just  off  of 
North  Main  street,  not  far  from  the  famous 
Harris  Mfg.  Co.  plant,  where  Edward  Harris 
made  his  world-famous  cassimeres,  and  com- 
peted successfully  with  the  textiles  made  in 


Woonsocket  Falls,  Blackstone  River,  Woonsocket,  R.  I. 


ment  of  the  company  is  in  the  hands  of  experts 
in  the  line  of  mechanical  construction,  and  the 
force  of  skilled  workmen  is  representative  of 
the  present  high  standard  of  American 
mechanics.  There  is  probably  no  better  class 
of  skilled  laborers  collected  together  in  one  es- 
tablishment in  this  country. 

The  establishment  of  the  Taft-Peirce  Manu- 
facturing Co.  in  Woonsocket  has  proven  a 
great  help  in  keeping  alive  the  reputation  of  the 
place  as  a  producer  of  iron  and  steel  goods,  such 
as  was  first  established  two  centuries  ago  by  the 
"  Winsoket  Iron  Works,"  in  other  words  known 


foreign  countries.  The  buildings  constituting 
the  plant  are  modern  in  every  respect  and  so 
constructed  as  to  give  plenty  of  light  on  all  four 
sides  of  the  different  shops. 

September  2,  as  this  form  goes  to  press,  the 
daily  newspapers  report :  "Daniel  W.  Taft,  of 
Uxbridge,  has  retired  from  the  company  and 
Herman  Hollerith,  who  has  purchased  the 
same  for  a  syndicate  of  New  York  and  Bos- 
ton capitalists,  is  now  in  control.  The  present 
name  is  retained  and  General  Manager 
Peirce  remains  in  charge  with  increased 
responsibilities." 
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Lawton  Spinning  Co. — Manufacturers  of  fine 
cotton  yarns.  Ihisiness  established  and  in- 
corporated in  1898.  Capitalized  for  $900,000. 
Employ  450  hands.  Works  located  in  the  city 
of  Woonsocket  and  Olneyville,  R.  I.  Officers : 
Leander  R.  Peck,  President ;  Frederick  C. 
Fletcher,  Vice-President;  William  O.  Todd, 
Secretary  and  Treasurer,  who  was  born  in  Provi- 
dence, August  4,  1865.  The  Woonsocket  Mill 
property  was  first  built  by  Edward  Harris,  the 
successful  pioneer  wool  manufacturer,  who  gave 
to  New  England  the  reputation  of  producing  as 
fine  woolen  fabrics  as  were  made  in  Europe. 


1896,  when  the  stock  was  run  out  and  the  prop- 
erty was  bought  by  the  Lawton  Spinning  Co.. 
August  17,  1899.  The  new  company  made  ex- 
tensive improvements  on  the  property,  under  the 
supervision  of  the  mill  architect,  Mr.  C.  A.  M. 
Praray  of  Providence,  whose  plans  have  made 
this  one  of  the  most  up-to-date  spinning  plants 
in  the  United  States.  The  old  wood  breast 
wheel,  at  one  time  the  largest  in  the  country, 
was  taken  out  and  three  turbine  water  wheels  of 
the  Holyoke  make  were  put  in  to  take  its  place, 
so  as  to  provide  greatly  increased  power.  The 
floor  space  of  the  main  mill,  which  comprises  six 


Plant  of  the  Lawton  Spinning  Co.,  Woonsocket,  R.  I. 


He  began  the  foundation  of  the  factory  in  1861 
and  completed  the  mill  in  1863.  He  manufac- 
tured woolens  long  before  this  time,  for  he  came 
to  Woonsocket  somewhere  about  1825,  without 
any  means  for  carrying  on  business,  but  he  very 
soon  found  a  way  to  begin  manufacturing.  The 
mill  plant  when  completed  cost  about  $1,500,000, 
and  was  considered  one  of  the  best  woolen  mills 
in  the  country,  being  known  as  the  Harris  Privi- 
lege. In  1867  Mr.  Flarris  leased  the  property 
to  Taft,  Weeden  &  Co.  for  a  period  of  five  years, 
at  the  expiration  of  which  the  Harris  Woolen 
Co.  was  organized,  in  1873,  and  took  possession 
of  the  factory,  operating  it  more  or  less  until 


floors,  is  250,000  square  feet;  a  cotton  store 
house  of  16,000  square  feet;  engine  and  boiler 
house,  8,000  square  feet ;  dye  house,  7,000  square 
feet;  a  brick  smokestack  150  feet  high,  with  a 
flue  84  inches  in  diameter.  There  is  one  new 
Harris-Corliss  cross  compound  condensing 
engine  24"x46"x48",  and  one  George  Corliss 
condensing  engine  23"x6o".  These  two  en- 
gines give  a  total  of  1460  horse  power.  To 
supply  the  steam  for  the  plant  there  are  three 
Babcock  &  Wilcox  boilers,  and  four  George 
Corliss  boilers  of  the  latest  patterns  made.  All 
the  piping  for  the  steam  plant  were  made  to 
stand  a  pressure  of  250  pounds.      The  punips 
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used  in  this  work  are  of  the  well-known 
"Knowles"  make.  Power  for  the  mill  is  put  in 
so  that  it  can  be  divided  into  as  many  units  as  is 
required,  and  can  all  be  connected  or  discon- 
nected at  will.  The  mill  is  equipped  with  two 
8oo-light  dynamos  for  lighting  the  complete 
plant,  which  are  driven  by  a  small  water  wheel, 
and  also  connected  with  the  main  line  of  shaft- 
ing, so  as  to  provide  two  sources  of  power.  The 
mill  is  equipped  with  50,000  spindles,  25,000  of 
which  are  made  specially  for  the  very  finest 
numbers,  and  the  whole  factory  is  fitted  so  as  to 
manufacture  fine  Sea  Island  and  Egyptian 
combed  yarns  and  threads,  2,  3  and  6  cord,  on 
cones  or  in  skeins  and  threads,  bleached  or  un- 
bleached. Most  of  the  machinery  of  the  plant 
is  from  the  textile  machinery  plants  of  Paw- 
tucket  and  Providence.  Their  Olneyville  plant 
is  located  on  Dike  street,  and  contains  8,000 
spindles,  and  this  is  the  factory  where  the  busi- 
ness originated. 

Joseph  Provuncher. — Manufacturer  of  water 
tube  boilers,  ship  builder,  etc.  Business  estab- 
lished in  1882.  Ship  yard  and  marine  railway, 
134  Water  street,  East  Providence,  R.  I. 
Joseph  Provuncher  was  born  in  Canada,  in  1848. 
He  went  to  New  York  and  later  came  to  Paw- 
tucket,  R.  I.,  early  in  life  and  worked  there  as  a 
house  carpenter  for  a  number  of  years.  He 


Provuncher  Water  Tube  Boiler. 


located  in  East  Providence  and  began  the  busi- 
ness of  a  ship-builder  in  1882,  and  in  1895  he 
began  the  manufacture  of  water  tube  boilers  for 


stationary  and  marine  use,  doing  quite  an  exten- 
sive business.  His  yard  is  equipped  with  every 
facility  for  building  boats  and  doing  repairing 


Joseph  Provuncher. 


of  all  kinds,  and  in  addition  to  boat  building  he 
manufactures  oyster  rakes,  propellers  for  steam- 
boats, etc.,  and  does  all  kinds  of  machine  work. 
Mr.  Provuncher  is  assisted  in  his  business  by 
his  three  sons,  Joseph  Provuncher,Jr.,  who  was 
born  in  Martha's  Vineyard,  in  1868,  and  has 
been  in  his  father's  employ  since  1883;  Fred- 
erick Provuncher,  who  was  born  in  Pawtucket, 
R.  I.,  in  1875,  has  been  in  the  employ  of  his 
father  since  1883;  Wilfred  Provuncher,  born  in 
Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  1880,  has  been  employed  in 
the  same  business  for  a  number  of  years.  This 
plant  furnishes  one  of  the  most  important  in- 
dustries of  East  Providence.  The  water  tube 
boiler  patented  by  Mr.  Provuncher  is  claimed 
to  be  superior  to  other  boilers,  because  the  pip- 
ing is  built  completely  around  the  fire  box,  there 
being  no  fire  brick,  and  this  arrangement  en- 
ables the  firemen  to  get  up  steam  quickly  and 
to  maintain  a  given  pressure  with  less  fuel. 

Leicester  Knitting  Mill. — Manufacturers  of 
ladies'  and  children's  ribbed  underware.  Busi- 
ness established  about  1886  by  George  H.  Baker. 
Works  located  in  Woonsocket,  R.  I.  Employ 
about  200  hands.  Have  their  own  steam  power 
and  electric  lighting  plants. 
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Lonsdale  Co. — The  great  cotton  manufacturing 
corporation  known  as  the  Lonsdale  Co.  has  had 
a  continuous  existence  since  the  middle  of  the 
eighteenth  century,  when  the  four  Brown 
brothers  established  themselves  as  shipping  mer- 
chants in  Providence,  and  their  firm  became  the 
leading  one  in  the  colony.  In  1790  the  house 
became  known  as  Brown  &  Ives,  and  that  name 
has  ever  since  been  retained.  Until  about  1830 
the  business  was  chiefly  commercial,  but  early 
in  the  last  century  an  interest  was  secured  in 
some  of  the  first  cotton  mills.  In  1829  the  firm 
started  a  cotton  mill  and  founded  the  village  of 
Lonsdale.  Since  that  time  the  manufacture  of 
cotton  cloth  has  been  the  chief  business  of  the 
house.  The  various  enterprises,  which  taken 
together  form  one  of  the  half-dozen  most  exten- 
sive aggregations  of  cotton  mills  in  the  country, 
are  operated  under  different  corporate  and  firm 
names,  namely,  the  Lonsdale  Co.,  the  Berkeley 
Co.,  the  Hope  Co.,  Goddard  Brothers  and 
Stnrges  &  Gammell.  The  cotton  factories  are 
nearly  all  large,  modern  structures,  and  are 
situated  at  Lonsdale,  Berkeley  and  Ashton  in 
the  Blackstone  Valley,  and  at  Phenix  and  Hope 
in  the  Pawtuxet  Valley.  The  mill  at  Berkeley 
was  erected  in  1872,  and  is  a  first-class  modern 
structure,  operated  by  the  Berkeley  Co.,  the 
other  mills  in  different  sections  of  the  state  being 
substantial  buildings,  well  equipped  with  modern 
machinery. 

On  a  site  which  has  many  pleasing  historic 
memories,  in  the  village  of  Lonsdale,  stands  the 
Ann  and  Hope  Mill,  one  of  the  finest  cotton 
mills  in  the  country  in  construction  and  arrange- 
ment. It  was  built  in  1886  by  the  Lonsdale  Co. 
and  was  designed  by  Frank  P.  Sheldon,  the  well- 
known  mill  architect  and  engineer  of  Provi- 
dence. The  building  is  an  imposing  structure 
of  brick  with  granite  trimmings,  facing  the  rail- 
road and  overlooking  a  picturesque  reach  of  the 
Blackstone  River,  with  the  old  village  of  Lons- 
dale in  the  background.  The  entire  front,  as 
originally  built,  is  684  feet,  of  which  the  main 
portion  is  498  feet  long,  loi  feet  wide  and  four 
stories  in  height.  The  first  story  has  been  used 
for  weaving,  the  second  for  carding,  the  third 
and  fourth  for  mule  spinning,  frame  spinning, 
spooling,  warping  and  slashing.  The  second 
floor  of  the  two-story  part  is  the  lapper  room. 
The  weave  room  occupies  the  whole  length  of 


llic  mill,  including  the  one  and  two-story  por- 
tifjns,  and  contains  1,400  looms.  The  number 
of  mule  spindles  are  37,700,  and  frame  spindles 
27,700.  The  fabrics  produced  are  Lonsdale  cam- 
bric muslin,  Hollands  and  sheetings,  and  800 
persons  are  employed.  A  new  addition  has  been 
completed  this  year  of  1901,  which  is  a  continua- 
tion of  the  one-story  section,  making  the 
frontage  several  hundred  feet  longer,  and  which 
will  largely  increase  the  output  of  the  mill  when 
the  new  machinery  is  put  in.  The  engine  and 
boiler  house  extends  from  the  center  of  the  mill 
125  feet  in  the  rear  and  is  72  feet  wide,  and 
shelters  a  2,000  horse  power  compound  double 
engine. 

The  name  Ann  and  Hope  is  in  honor  of  the 
wives  of  the  two  chief  founders  of  the  Lonsdale 
Co.,  and  also  to  perpetuate  the  names  of  two 
famous  ships  owned  a  century  ago  by  Brown  & 
Ives.  The  Rev.  William  Blackstone,  who  set- 
tled in  Rhode  Island  a  short  time  before  Roger 
Williams  founded  Providence,  is  supposed  to 
have  had  his  residence  on  the  site  of  this  mill, 
and  the  spot  was  known  as  Study  Hill.  A  mon- 
ument in  honor  of  Blackstone  stands  in  the  mill 
yard. 

American  Card  Clothing  Co. — Manufacturers 
of  card  clothing  for  cotton  and  woolen  mills, 
with  surface,  side-ground  or  needle  points.  Ex- 
clusive American  licenses  for  the  patent  Flexi- 
fort  card  cloths.  Works  located  at  58  Warren 
street,  Providence.  Incorporated,  June  4,  1890. 
Business  headquarters,  Worcester,  Mass.  Be- 
sides the  Providence  factory,  there  are  factories 
in  Leicester,  Worcester,  Philadelphia,  Walpole, 
North  Andover  Depot,  Manchester,  Lowell  and 
Lawrence.  The  officers  are :  Charles  A. 
Deuney,  of  Leicester,  President;  Edwin  Brown, 
of  Worcester,  Treasurer;  H.  Arthur  White,  of 
Philadelphia,  Secretary. 

Kent  Manufacturing  Co  Manufacturers  of 

fancy  cassimeres,  worsteds  and  cloakings. 
Business  established  in  1872  by  the  Kent 
Woolen  Co.  Incorporated  in  1897.  Capitalized 
for  ^100,000.  Employ  160  hands.  Factory 
located  in  Centreville,  R.  I.  The  officers  of 
the  company  are  :  Richard  Edgar  Waterhouse, 
President  ;  George  B.  Waterhouse,  Treas- 
urer. One  of  the  prominent  manufacturing 
plants  of  the  State,  producing  a  fine  line 
of  goods. 
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Hopkins  Machine  Works,  l^ridgcton,  R.  I.,  A. 
S.  Hopkins,  proprietor,  is  located  on  Clear  River 
in  the  village  of  Bridgeton  (town  of  J^urrillville, 
R.  I.)  which  is  a  part  of  the  village  of  Pascoag 
although  a  Post  Office  is  maintained  here.  The 
main  building  is  built  of  stone,  two  stories  and 
an  attic,  situated  parallel  to  the  river,  just  below 
the  dam.  Another  and  larger  two  story  stone 
building,  with  flat  roof,  forms  a  wing  at  right 
angles  with  main  structure.  This  principal 
structure,  together  with  four  adjacent  buildings, 
used  respectively  as  brass  foundry,  forge  shop, 
wood  shop  and  office, 
and  storage  buildings, 
constitute  the  works 
proper.  The  entire 
plant  is  situated  in 
one  of  the  most  pic- 
turesque localities  to 
be  found  in  this  sec- 
tion of  the  state.  The 
business  was  estab- 
lished in  1834  by 
Augustus  Hopkins, 
(grandfather  of  the 
present  proprietor), 
with  Horace  W.  Hop- 
kins (a  nephew)  as 
partner,  for  the  man- 
ufacture of  spindles, 
flyers,  caps,  tubes, 
etc.,  etc.,  for  cotton, 
woolen,  worsted,  silk 
and  flax  machinery. 
The  name  of  A.  Hop- 
kins &  Co.  was  adopt- 
ed at  that  time  as  the 
title  of  the  firm,  and 
the  same  was  retained 

until  June,  1899,  when  the  name  was  changed 
to  "  Hopkins  Machine  Works."  Augustus 
Hopkins  learned  the  trade  of  spindle  maker  in 
Harrisville,  R.  I.,  where  he  worked  until  1834, 
when  he  came  to  what  was  then  known  as  Lau- 
rel Ridge,  (now  Bridgeton)  and  started  this 
business  on  his  own  account.  In  1845  Augustus 
became  sole  owner,  and  ever  since  that  time  the 
business  has  been  in  the  hands  of  his  descend- 
ants. His  son  Horatio  L.  Hopkins,  and  son- 
in-law  Mr.  James  A.  Potter,  were  taken  in  part- 
nership about  1855.  P'rom  this  time  the  general 
management  of  the  business  devolved  upon 


Addison  S.  Hopkins. 


11.  L.  no|)kins  until  his  death  in  January,  1876. 
Vrom  1876  to  June,  1899, the  business  was  carried 
on  by  the  present  owner,  A.S.  Hopkins, associated 
with  James  A.  Potter  as  partner.  June,  1899, 
having  bought  out  Mr.  Potter's  interests,  A.  S. 
Hopkins  became  sole  proprietor  of  the  business. 
Since  his  connection  with  business  in  1868, 
it  has  been  very  materially  extended  and  the 
buildings  have  been  enlarged,  increasing  the 
capacity  of  the  works  about  threefold.  A  brass 
foundry  has  been  built,  and  a  line  of  improved 
machinery  such  as  cloth  washers,  fulling  mills, 

piece  dyeing  machin- 
ery, etc.,  for  woolen 
mills,  has  been  added 
to  the  list  of  goods 
produced  by  this  con- 
cern. Since  the 
founding  of  the  busi- 
ness this  concern  has 
always  enjoyed  a 
most  enviable  repu- 
tation for  the  char- 
acter and  quality  of 
its  goods,  as  well  as 
to  the  character  and 
integrity  of  the  firm. 
Addison  S.  Hopkins, 
the  present  owner, 
was  born  in  Scituate, 
R.  I.,  August  3,  1844, 
removed  to  Burrill- 
ville  in  1847  with  his 
parents,  was  educated 
in  the  Public  Schools 
of  the  town,  Nichols 
Academy,  Dudley, 
Mass.,  New  Hamp- 
ton Literary  Insti- 
tute, New  Hampton,  N.  H.,  and  Eastman's 
Business  College,  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.  After 
fitting  for  college  he  inclined  to  a  mechanical 
and  business  career,  rather  than  professional,  so 
entered  the  office  and  shop.  In  1868  he  became 
a  member  of  the  firm,  and  in  1876,  on  the  death 
of  his  father,  assumed  general  management  of 
the  business.  Mr.  A.  S.  Hopkins  married 
Sept.  7,  1865,  Juliette  E.,  daughter  of  Angell 
and  Sarah  (Ballou)  Sayles.  They  have  three 
children,  Waldo  Augustus,  Horatio  Angell  and 
Winifred  Sayles.  Mr.  Hopkins  was  a  member 
of  the  Town  Council  in  1885,  also  member  of 
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the  School  Committee.  He  was  elected  Senator 
in  1886  and  served  his  town  in  this  capacity  for 
four  years.  He  was  Aid  on  Gov.  Ladd's  Staff 
during  his  two  terms  of  oiifice.  In  April,  1900, 
he  was  again  elected  Senator  from  Burrillville, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  State  Finance  Commit- 
tee, and  in  1901,  was  appointed  by  Gov.  Gregory 
a  member  of  the  State  Returning  Board  for 
four  years.  Mr.  Hopkins  is  a  man  of  character 
and  enjoys  the  full  confidence  and  esteem  of 
his  townsmen  and  associates. 


The  proprietor,  Mr.  Scott,  was  born  in  Provi- 
dence, October  27,  1878.  Learned  the  trade  of 
a  machinist  in  the  Providence  Manual  Training 
High  School. 

Allendale  Co.,  manufacturers  of  wide  cotton 
sheetings,  quilts,  etc.  Business  established  in 
1823  by  Zachariah  Allen.  Incorporated  in  1861. 
Capitalized  for  $90,000.  Employ  175  hands. 
Factory  located  in  Allendale,  North  Providence, 
R.  I.  Officers:  William  D.  Ely,  President  and 
Treasurer,  who  is  a  native  of  Hartford,  Conn.; 


Hopkins  Machine  Works,  Bridgeton,  R.  I. 


Slater  Weaving  Co. — Manufacturers  of  linen 
fabrics  for  toweling  and  table  covers.  Factory 
456  Potter's  Ave.,  Providence.  The  business 
was  established  by  William  E.  Slater  in  1900, 
who  was  born  in  Taunton,  Mass.,  Nov.  i,  1868. 
Mr.  Slater  learned  the  trade  of  a  weaver  and 
was  an  overseer  in  various  mills  throughout  New 
England  prior  to  establishing  the  present  busi- 
ness. Joseph  D.  Black  became  a  member  of  the 
firm  October  i,  1900,  who  was  born  in  Cum- 
berland R.  I.,  January  7,  1876. 

Henry  L.  Scott  &  Co — Manufacturers  of 
special  machinery  and  jewelers'  and  machinists' 
tools.    Shop  rear  95  Pine  street,  Providence. 


George  W.  Gould,  Secretary  and  General  Man- 
ager, was  born  in  Deleware  county.  New  York, 
in  1838.  The  original  factory  built  in  1823  now 
in  use,  although  there  have  been  important  ad- 
ditions built  since  the  first  factory  was  completed. 

Maine  Creamery  Co — Manufacturers  of  ice 
cream  and  dealers  in  cream  and  creamery  but- 
ter. The  capacity  of  their  plant  is  1000  gallons 
of  ice  cream  daily.  Business  established  by  G. 
W.  Smith,  of  Bangor,  Me.,  in  1890.  Works 
located  at  69  Broadway,  Providence.  The  com- 
pany do  mostly  a  wholesale  business,  and  is 
probably  the  largest  ice  cream  manufactory  in 
the  state. 
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Providence  Gas  Co. — As  manufacturers  of  gas 
for  illuminating  and  manufacturing  purposes 
the  I'rovidence  Gas  Co.  probably  has  no  superi- 
ors in  this  country.  Their  producmg  plants, 
the  West  and  South  Stations,  illustrations  of 
which  are  shown  upon  the  following  pages,  are 
located  on  the  harbor  front  with  ample  wharf 
facilities  for  the  discharging  of  their  coal  barges, 
thereby  enabling  the  company  to  put  in  their 
raw  material  at  the  very  lowest  cost  possible, 
and  which  is  one  of  the  great  factors  that  ena- 
bles the  company  to  produce  first  quality  gas  at 
the  reasonable  price  of  $i.io  per  thousand  cubic 
feet,  which  is  the  price 
that  the  consumers  have 
paid  for  a  number  of 
years.  Both  Stations 
are  equipped  with  every 
modern  appliance  for 
the  production  of  coal 
and  water  gas,  with  a 
capacity  for  a  daily  pro- 
duction of  four  million 
cubic  feet.  There  are 
sufficient  holders  located 
at  the  stations  and 
throughout  the  city, 
nearly  all  of  which  are 
inclosed  with  substantial 
brick  structures,  and 
these  supply  the  consu- 
mers in  the  city  of  Prov- 
idence, East  Providence, 
and  many  of  the  outly- 
ing districts,  in  the 
towns  of  Cranston,  John- 
ston, North  Providence, 
etc.  Besides  the  gas-holders  at  the  stations, 
there  are  ten  within  the  district  controlled  by 
the  Providence  Gas  Co.,  all  of  which  are  in  first 
class  condition.  There  are  at  present  270  miles 
of  gas  mains  laid,  and  28,000  meters  in 
use.  These  two  producing  stations  have  a 
capacity  sufficient  to  supply  the  city  of  Provi- 
dence and  its  neighboring  territory  with  first 
quality  of  gas  for  a  population  far  in  excess  of 
the  present. 

The  Providence  Gas  Co.  was  chartered  in 
1847,  and  organized  for  actual  business  in  1848. 
The  first  Board  of  Directors  was  composed  of 
some  of  the  most  prominent  business  men  of 
that  period,   as  follows  :   John.  Carter  Brown, 


John  W.  Ellis. 


Amos  1).  Smith,  Thomas  P.  Sheppard,  J-Mward 
Walcott,  Z.  W.  Holden,  C.  Burnett,  Jr.,  Moses 
B.  Lockwood,  W.  W.  Hoppin  and  T.  Beckwith. 
J-^recting  a  small  plant  the  company  began  dis- 
tributing gas  in  December,  1848,  the  price  to 
consumers  being  $4.00  per  thousand  cubic  feet. 
Six  million  cubic  feet  were  supplied  in  1849, 
while  in  the  year  igoo  the  company  supplied 
736,152,000  cubic  feet. 

In  1853  Alpheus  B.  Slater  was  employed  by 
the  company  ;  in  1858  was  appointed  Chief 
Clerk;  in  March,  1869,  he  was  elected  Assistant 
Treasurer,  and  in  February,  1870,  he  was  elected 
a  Director,  Treasurer 
and  Secretary  with  the 
additional  duties  of  Gen- 
eral Manager,  which 
position  he  held  contin- 
uously until  March,  1901, 
his  entire  term  of  service 
with  the  company  cover- 
ing a  period  of  about 
forty-eight  years.  Mr. 
Slater  has  been  honored 
by  being  elected  to  the 
presidency  of  various 
bodies  of  gas  manufac- 
turers throughout  the 
country,  and  his  long 
experience  has  made 
him  a  widely  known  au- 
thority on  all  questions 
relating  to  the  manufac- 
ture of  gas. 

At  the  annual  meeting 
of  thecompanyin  March, 
1 90 1, the  following  Board 
of  Directors  was  chosen  :  Col.  William  Goddard, 
Royal  C.  Taft,  George  W.  R.  Matteson,  New- 
ton D.  Arnold,  J.  Edward  Studley,  Henry 
Pearce,  John  W.  Ellis,  Isaac  C.  Bates  and  Rob- 
ert H.  I.  Goddard.  The  Board  of  Directors 
elected  the  officers  for  the  year  as  follows  :  John 
W.  lillis.  President  and  Manager  ;  William  God- 
dard, Vice-President ;  William  P.  Nye,  Treas- 
urer and  Secretary. 

John  W.  Ellis,  the  new  General  Manager  of 
the  company,  was  born  in  Woonsocket,  R.  I., 
September  7,  1845.  He  learned  the  business 
of  a  civil  engineer,  and  located  in  Woonsocket 
in  that  business  in  1869,  where  he  has  had  an 
office  ever  since,  and  has  recently  had  headquar- 
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ters  in  Boston.  He  was  town  engineer  of 
Woonsocket  from  1870  until  some  time  after  its 
incorporation  as  a  city,  which  included  the  laying 
out  of  the  water  works  system  of  that  city.  Mr. 
Ellis  was  chief  engineer  of  the  Providence  and 
Worcester  road  from  1875  till  the  time  it  was 
leased  to  the  New  York,  New  Haven  and  Hart- 
ford, and  during  his  incumbency  of  that  ofifice 
all  the  bridges  were  rebuilt  and  the  double 


tion  of  grade  crossings,  and  is  now  consulting 
engineer  for  the  cities  of  Taunton,  Haverhill 
and  Cambridge  on  grade  crossing  abolition  mat- 
ters and  on  many  more  important  commissions. 
His  long  experience  in  the  management  of  large 
forces  of  men,  and  in  the  laying  of  pipe  systems, 
together  with  his  extensive  knowledge  of  civil 
engineering,  will  prove  of  great  value  to  the 
company. 


Providence  Gas  Co.,  West  Station. 


tracking  of  the  road  was  completed.  He  was 
consulting  engineer  of  the  Old  Colony  road  until 
its  lease  to  the  New  Haven  and  was  chief  en- 
gineer of  the  Milford,  Franklin  and  Providence 
road  and  the  Rhode  Island  and  Massachusetts 
road.  He  is  one  of  the  engineering  experts  for 
the  Lonsdale  Company,  and  others  in  their  suits 
against  the  city  of  Woonsocket  for  diverting  the 
•water  supply,  the  cities  of  Cambridge  and  Fall 
River  and  for  parties  in  Readville  on  the  aboli- 


William  P.  Nye,  the  newly-elected  Treasurer, 
was  born  in  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  October  14, 
1846  ;  and  has  been  in  the  employ  of  the  com- 
pany as  Chief  Clerk  for  many  years.  His  per- 
sistent and  faithful  labors  have  made  him  one 
of  the  most  valuable  men  in  the  service  of  the 
company. 

Armstrong  Carriage  Co. — Manufacturers  of  all 
kinds  of  light  and  heavy  carriages,  automobile 
bodies,  etc.    Factory  located  in  Wakefield,  R.  I., 
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business  headquarters  and  carriage  repository, 
42  Cranston  street,  Providence.  Employs  50 
hands.  Business  established  in  Wakefield  in 
1871  by  Charles  H.  Armstrong,  who  was  born 
in  South  Kingston,  R.  I.,  November  30,  1837. 
After  running  the  business  in  his  own  name 
untill  1883,  his  two  sons,  John  R.  and  Charles 
C.  were  admitted  as  partners  in  the  business, 
and  the  firm  name  became  C.  H.  Armstrong  & 
Sons.  In  March,  1899,  the  business  was  incor- 
porated under  the  name  of  the  Armstrong  Car- 
riage Co.,  and  capitalized  for  $50,000.  The 
officers  of  the  corporation  are  John  R.  Arm- 
strong, President  and  Treasurer  ;  B.  V.  Robin- 


ous  parts  of  the  country,  and  they  have  won  a 
reputation  for  style,  ease  and  wearing  qualities 
that  places  their  name  at  the  head  of  the  list  of 
American  manufacturers. 

Phoenix  Spinning  Co. — Manufacturers  of  wool- 
en and  merino  yarns.  Make  a  specialty  of 
custom  spinning  for  manufacturers  sending  in 
their  own  wool  or  stock.  Business  established 
in  1892  by  Pardon  S.  Peckham,  Jr.,  and  P'rank 
W.  Tillinghast.  Factory  located  at  1 1  West 
E.Ychange  street,  Providence.  Mr.  Peckham 
was  born  in  Coventry,  R.  I.,  August  24,  1855. 
Mr.  Tillinghast  is  a  native  of  Hopkinton,  R.  I. 


Providence  Gas  Co.,  South  Station. 


son,  Jr.,  Secretary ;  Charles  C.  Armstrong, 
Superintendent  of  factory.  John  R.  Armstrong, 
who  is  the  General  Manager  of  the  business,  was 
born  in  New  York,  January  5,  i860;  Charles 
C.  Armstrong  was  born  in  New  York  State, 
March  13,  1862.  The  repository  of  the  company 
on  Cranston  street  is  one  of  the  largest  in  New 
England,  and  is  stocked  with  elegant  designs  in 
carriages  of  nearly  every  description,  including 
top  buggies,  coupes,  coaches,  dog  carts,  jump 
seats,  landaus  and  a  great  variety  of  patterns 
of  each  kind.  And  all  of  these  carriages  are 
made  at  their  factory  in  Wakefield,  from  the 
very  best  stock  that  can  be  procured,  and  their 
workman  are  the  most  skilled  that  they  can 
employ.    Their  carriages  are  in  demand  in  vari- 


Elmwood  Button  Co. — Manufacturers  of  but- 
tons for  laundry  use.  Made  from  birch  wood 
with  five  coats  of  enamel,  giving  them  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  metal  button  ;  make  800  a  minute 
from  a  long  round  stick  of  birch  wood  }(  of  an 
inch  in  diameter.  Business  established  by 
Rodolph  F.  Morse  in  1899,  the  Treasurer  of  the 
company.    Factory  on  Goff  street.  Providence. 

Victor  Shaw  Ring  Traveler  Co — Manufactu- 
rers of  ring  travelers.  Business  established  in 
1899  and  incorporated  the  same  year.  Capital- 
ized for  $20,000.  Works  located  at  23  Sabin 
street,  Providence.  Officers,  Amos  P.  Baker,, 
President ;  Virgil  Fisher,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer; Orville  Fisher,  General  Manager;  Victor 
C.  Shaw,  Superintendent. 
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J.  T.  Slocomb  &  Co. — Manufacturers  of  mi- 
crometer calipers  and  combination  centre  drills, 
the  latter  for  the  purpose  of  centering  lathe 
work.  The  business  was  established  in  1891 
by  the  present  proprietors,  and  they  have  de- 
veloped a  very  extensive  trade  in  their  special- 
ties. They  send  their  goods  to  nearly  all  parts 
of  the  world.  Factory  located  at  227  Eddy 
street.  Providence.  Employ  20  hands.  John 
T.  Slocomb  was  born  in  Little  River  Mills, 
Canada,  July  21,  1.S64,  and  came  to  the  United 
States  the  same  year.    Learned  the  trade  of 

a  machinist  in  Bangor, 
Me.,  and  located  in 
Providence  in  1H87. 
For  two  years  was  em- 
ployed by  Brown  & 
Sharpe  Mfg.  Co.,  and 
the  same  length  of  time 
by  the  Rhode  Island 
Locomotive  Works.  In 
1891  he  entered  into 
partnership  with  C.  E. 
Barlow  for  the  purpose 
of  manufacturing  goods 
as  d  e  s  cribed  above. 
Charles  E.  Barlow  was 
born  in  Norwich,  Conn., 
July  22,  1867.  Learned 
the  trade  of  a  machinist 
at  Brown  &  Sharpe  Mfg.  Co.,  and  after  a  num- 
ber of  years'  experience  among  other  manufac- 
turing concerns  as  a  journeyman,  he  entered 
into  partnership  with  J.  T.  Slocomb  under  the 
firm  name  of  J.  T.  Slocomb  &  Co. 

The  calipers  made  by  this  company  are  pro- 
tected by  two  patents  that  pertain  to  the  adjust- 
ments and  the  form  of  the  frame.  The  accom- 
panying cut  is  of  a  new  micrometer  caliper 
having  a  bow  of  I  section  and  with  its  anvil 
formed  solidly  with  the  frame  which  is  of  steel ; 
the  adjustment  commonly  made  by  an  anvil 
screw  is  made  in  this  tool  at  the  other  end.  The 
cut  shows  the  one  inch  caliper  full  size  which 
measures  from  O  to  i"  by  thousandths.  The 
two  inch  size  starts  at  one  inch  and  measures 
two  inches,  it  being  the  same  as  the  one  inch  in 
other  respects.  The  anvil,  being  the  same  size 
as  the  screw  and  end  of  the  frame,  makes  the 
caliper  convenient  for  measuring  very  close  to  a 
shoulder,  and  this,  with  the  proportion  of  open- 
ing of  the  bow,  allows  a  shoulder  3-16  inch  high 


to  be  measured  up  to  the  full  capacity  of  the 
tool.  The  anvil  is  also  made  higher  than  com- 
mon so  that  measuring  can  be  done  in  a  recess 
or  back  of  a  rib  or  other  slight  projection. 
There  are  no  decimal  equivalents  stamped  upon 
the  bow  or  frame,  a  similar  result  being  accom- 
plished in  another  way.  Graduations  on  the 
other  side  are  extended  on  every  1-8  inch  di- 
vision or  those  that  read  decimally  .125  inch. 
These  lines  are  numbered  on  the  lower  side 
from  I  to  8,  so  that  the  tool  is  readily  set  by 
eighths  without  considering  the  decimal  gradu- 
ation at  all,  and  without  any  manner  of  calcula- 
tion. Decimal  equivalents  within  1-8  inch  are 
stamped  upon  the  thimble,  and  therefore  if  a 
person  chooses  he  need  not  use  the  decimal 
system,  except  for  measurements  between 
eights,  but  this  arrangement  in  no  way  inter- 
feres with  reading  the  tool  in  decimals  the  regu- 
lar way. 

Rodman  Manufacturing  Co. — Manufacturers 
of  doeskin  jeans,  cotton  yarn  and  warps.  Busi- 
ness established  by  Robert  Rodman  in  1847. 
Incorporated  in  1883.  Capitalized  for  $500,000. 
Employ  500  hands.  Officers:  Albert  Rodman, 
President;  Walter  Rodman,  Secretary  and  Trea- 
surer. Factories  located  at  North  and  South 
Kingstown.  LaFayette  Mill  at  LaFayette,  Sil- 
ver Spring  woolen  mill,  at  Silver  Spring,  Shady 
Lea  cotton  mill  at  Shady  Lea,  all  in  North 
Kingston,  R.  I.  Wakefield  woolen  mill  at 
Wakefield,  South  Kingston,  R.  I.  The  LaFayette 
mill  is  the  largest  of  the  four  factories,  and  one 
of  the  most  attractive  woolen  mills  in  the  State. 
The  productions  of  these  mills  have  always  borne 
a  high  reputation  for  excellence  of  quality.  Mr. 
Robert  Rodman  is  one  of  the  patriarchs  of  the 
woolen  and  cotton  industry  of  South  County, 
and  while  his  two  sons  now  bear  the  burden 
of  the  business,  he  is  still  very  vigorous  and 
active  and  apparently  as  interested  in  the  tex- 
tile business  as  he  was  when  a  young  man, 
although  he  has  passed  considerably  beyond  the 
eightieth  milestone. 

John  H.  Althans  Co.  — Makers  of  bread,  cake, 
ice  cream  and  general  pastry  goods.  Business 
established  by  John  H.  Althans  many  years 
ago,  and  incorporated  in  1900.  Bakery  located 
at  207  Brook  street.  Providence.  Employ  50 
hands.  Officers:  John  H.  Althans,  President; 
Allen  J.  Arnold,  Treasurer  and  General  Mana- 
ger ;  Henry  T.  Braman,  Secretary. 
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A.  B.  Pitkin  Machinery  Co.  —  Dealers  in  new 
and  second  hand  machinery  and  supplies.  Busi- 
ness established  by  John  W.  Boynton  in  Hart- 


Walter  C.  Young. 

ford,  Conn.,  in  1850.  Incorporated  in  January, 
1891.  Officers:  Walter  C.  Young,  President 
James  T.  Thornton,  Vice-President  and  Treas- 


James  T.  Thornton. 


urer  ;  Fred  S.  Sweet,  Asst.  Treasurer  and  Sec- 
retary. Office  and  salesrooms  located  at  39 
Exchange  Place,  Providence.  Capitalized  for 
$100,000;  employ  25  hands. 

The  business  was  bought  of  Mr.  Boynton  by 
Alfred  B.  Pitkin  in  1879,  and  removed  to  the 
city  of  Providence,  when  the  business  was 
carried  on  under  the  name  of  A.  B.  Pitkin,  the 
present  name  being  adopted  upon  the  incorpora- 
tion of  the  company,  and  for  many  years  the  lo- 
cation of  the  salesrooms  was  at  the  corner  of 
Washington  street  and  Exchange  Place,  with  a 
floor  space  of  about  6750  square  feet,  but  the 
business  has  so  far  increased  until  at  the  present 


Fred  S.  Sweet. 


time  it  requires  four  buildings  in  different  parts 
of  the  city  for  sales  and  warerooms,  amounting 
to  over  100,000  square  feet  of  floor  space. 

This  rapid  increase  was  due  to  the  infusion  of 
young  blood  into  the  business  in  the  year  of 
1891.  Walter  C.  Young,  the  President  of  the 
company,  who  was  born  in  Providence  in  1861, 
entered  the  company  as  one  of  the  incorporators, 
occupying  the  office  of  Secretary  until  1898, 
when  he  was  elected  Vice  President.  He  held 
this  position  until  1901,  when  he  was  elected 
President  of  the  company.  As  a  boy  he  was  em- 
ployed by  the  Perkins  Mfg.  Co.,  now  known  as 
the  Davol  Rubber  Co.  At  the  age  of  seventeen 
he  entered  the  employ  of  Belcher  Bros.,  now  the 
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Belcher  &  Loomis  Hardware  Co.  After  serving 
this  company  for  thirteen  years,  he  resigned  his 
position  to  become  one  of  the  incorporators  of 


Alfred  B.  Pitkin. 

the  A.  B.  Pitkin  Machinery  Co.,  and  his  long 
commercial  experience  proved  of  great  advant- 
age to  the  company  as  its  growth  and  expansion 
gives  ample  evidence  of. 

James  T.  Thornton,  who  entered  the 
employ  of  the  company  in  1891  as  book- 
keeper, was  born  in  Lonsdale,  R.  I.,  in  1868, 
and  received  his  education  in  the  city  of 
Fall  River,  Mass.  In  1895  he  became 
Asst.  Secretary  of  the  company,  and  in 
1898  was  elected  Secretary;  in  1900  was 
elected  Treasurer,  and  in  1901  was  elected 
Vice  President  and  Treasurer,  and  the  en- 
tire business  is  now  under  the  management 
of  Mr.  Thornton.  Prior  to  entering  the  em- 
ploy of  this  company,  he  was  an  expert  ac- 
countant, with  an  experience  in  cotton 
mills,  as  a  boy,  and  trained  in  office  work 
at  the  American  Print  Works  of  Fall  River. 
Prior  to  becoming  an  accountant  he  had 
learned  the  machinist  and  cabinet  makers 
trades,  which  he  acquired  after  school 
hours  in  the  different  shops  of  the  city. 
Mr.  Thornton  has  represented  the  com- 
pany in  various  parts  of  the  United  States, 


among  the  mills  and  machine  shops,  and  to  his 
energy  and  tact  as  a  salesman  is  largely  due  the 
success  of  the  company.  Mr.  Thornton  is  a 
member  of  many  local  organizations,  and  Presi- 
dent of  the  Edgewood  Boat  Club. 

Fred  S.  Sweet,  the  Secretary  and  Asst.  Trea- 
surer of  the  company,  was  born  in  Providence, 
in  1867.  He  entered  the  employ  of  Bugbee  & 
Thompson  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  and  after 
serving  three  years  with  this  company,  he  ac- 
cepted a  position  as  book-keeper  for  the  Kent  & 
Stanley  Co.,  of  Providence,  where  he  remained 
for  a  term  of  nine  years.  In  April,  1896,  he  re- 
signed his  position  there  to  accept  a  position  as 
book-keeper  for  the  A.  B.  Pitkin  Machinery  Co., 
which  department  now  comes  under  his  control 
as  Secretary  of  the  company.  In  February, 
1898,  he  was  elected  Asst.  Secretary  of  the 
company,  in  January  1900,  he  was  elected  Asst. 
Treasurer,  and  in  February,  190 1,  he  was  elec- 
ed  Secretary  and  Asst.  Treasurer.  His  exten- 
sive experience  as  a  book-keeper  brought  to 
this  company  another  valuable  acquisition  that 
has  proven  a  great  help  in  pushing  forward 
the  immense  volume  of  trade  that  has  been 
developed. 

Mr.  A  B.  Pitkin  is  a  native  of  Connecticut, 
he  having  been  born  there  in  1833;  he  establish- 
ed in  Providence  a  business  that  has  been  de- 


Office  and  Salesrooms,  A.  B.  Pitkin  Machinery  Co., 
39  Exchange  Place,  Providence. 
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veloped  since  its  incorporation  to  a  magnitude 
that  few  similar  concerns  in  the  country  can 
equal,  either  in  the  volume  of  business  or  in  the 


Walter  H.  Manchester. 


class  of  machinery  handled.  While  this  com- 
pany do  not  manufacture  in  the  strict  sense 
of  the  term,  yet  they  handle  more  machinery 
than  many  of  our  largest  manufacturers  of 
machinery,  their  class  of  goods  ranging  all  the 
way  from  a  pulley  to  a  roving  frame,  including 
every  kind  of  textile  machine  that  is  made  in 
this  or  any  other  country  that  is  in  demand  here 
among  our  manufacturers.  Mr.  Pitkin,  on  ac- 
count of  ill  health,  has  had  very  little  to  do  with 
the  business  during  the  past  six  years,  the  bulk 
of  its  management  having  devolved  upon  Mr. 
Thornton  and  Mr.  Young. 

Manchester  &  Hudson. — Dealers  in  masons' 
materials,  including  brick,  lime,  cement,  drain 
pipe,  calcined  plaster,  stone,  etc.  Business  es- 
tablished by  W.  H.  Manchester  and  J.  IT.  Hud- 
son in  1878,  at  354  Eddy  street.  Providence,  and 
located  at  their  present  place  at  55  Point  street 
in  1888.  They  are  among  the  largest  dealers  in 
masons'  and  builders'  materials  of  any  in  South- 
ern New  England.  Their  plant  covers  over  an 
area  of  40,000  square  feet  of  land  bordering  on 
the  harbor  with  ample  v^^harfage  facilities. 
There  are  several  buildings  for  storage  pur- 
poses, and  the  office  of  the  concern  is  situated 
on  the  Point  street  side  of  their  plant.  Their 


up  town  office  is  at  35  Weybosset  street.  They 
are  provided  with  a  wharf  slip  300  feet  in  length 
amply  wide  enough  for  all  kinds  of  vessels  that 
are  required  to  ship  their  goods  from  one  port  to 
another,  with  a  harbor  frontage  100  feet,  making 
a  total  of  400  feet  of  dockage,  and  this  being 
situated  just  north  of  Point  Street  draw  bridge 
gives  this  company  the  advantage  of  a  superior 
location  for  carrying  on  their  extensive  business, 
because  it  is  in  the  very  heart  of  the  business  of 
the  city.  Probably  no  company  in  Providence 
has  furnished  more  supplies  for  the  great  manu- 
facturing and  mercantile  buildings  of  the  State 
than  Manchester  &  Hudson,  their  business  re- 
quiring the  services  of  16  men  besides  a  number 
of  delivery  teams. 

James  S.  Hudson,  the  senior  member  of  the 
firm,  was  born  in  Providence,  December  5,  1833. 
Was  President  of  the  Builders  and  Traders  Ex- 
change of  Providence  for  a  number  of  years, 
also  connected  with  the  Building  Material  Ex 
change  of  New  York  and  member  of  Providence 
Board  of  Trade.  Walter  H.  Manchester  was 
born  in  Providence,  August  16,  1851.  The 
company  are  agents  for  American  Sewer  Pipe 


James  S.  Hudson. 


Co.,  Hoffman  Rosendale  cement.  Dragon  Port- 
land cement,  also  for  the  best  grades  of  lime 
and  brick. 
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Rodolph  F.  Morse. — Manufacturer  and  pro- 
prietor of  Gilbert's  self-packing  glass  gauge 
preserver,  one  of  the  most  useful  inventions 


Rodolph  F.  Morse. 

that  have  been  brought  out  during  the  past 
decade,  and  one  that  promises  to  take  the  place 
of  all  other  inventions  or  appliances  for  the 
packing  of  glass  gauges,  which  have  never  over- 
come the  effects  of  the  expansion  and  contrac- 
tion of  the  glass,  caused  by  the  heat  from  the 

boiler,  \v  ater  and 
steam,  thereby  crack- 
ing the  gauge  and 
making  it  worthless. 
The  invention  is  what 
might  be  termed  a 
rubber  washer,  so 
made  as  to  enable  the 
nut  to  hold  the  glass 
gauge  in  place  per- 
fectly water  tight 
with  play  room 
enough  to  overcome 
the  effect  of  expan- 
sion and  contraction, 
thereby  making  it  im- 
possible for  the  glass  gau/  e  to  break  from  that 
cause.  Makes  a  perfect  seating  and  prevents 
blowing  and  eating  away  of  the  glass.  Can  be 
adjusted  without  the  use  of  a  wrench  ;  lubrica- 


tors will  not  leak  when  packed  with  these  pre- 
servers. Invented  by  Henry  K.  Gilbert  in 
1898;  patent  secured  March  28,  1899.  Patents 
also  secured  in  many  foreign  countries,  includ- 
ing Great  Britain,  Belgium,  France,  and  the 
Dominion  of  Canada.  R.  F.  Morse,  the  pro- 
prietor, was  born  in  Boston,  Mass.,  March  3, 
1856.  For  many  years  a  commercial  traveller. 
Office,  33  Eddy  street.  Providence,  R.  I. 

George  W,  Edmunds.  —  Manufacturer  of  all 
kinds  of  fine  carriages,  and  bodies  for  automo- 
biles. Business  established  in  i860.  Was  ap- 
prenticed to  learn  the  blacksmith  trade  at  twelve 
years  of  age.  Works  located  at  75  to  79  Clif- 
ford street.  Providence.  Mr.  Edmunds  was 
born  in  Montville,  Me.,  Nov.  13,  1836. 

Charles  0.  Normandy  &  Co.  — Manufacturers 
of  house  shoes  and  slippers.  Business  estab- 
lished by  Mr.  Normandy  in  1899.  Works  lo- 
cated at  143  Summer  street.  Providence,  which 
are  well  equipped  with  modern  machinery. 
Charles  O.  Normandy  was  born  in  Lynn,  Mass., 
October  12,  1878.  Began  to  learn  the  shoe 
makers  trade  at  the  age  of  1 1  years,  and  was 
employed  by  his  father  in  the  same  business 
for  a  number  of  years  before  establishing  busi- 


Charles  0.  Normandy. 

ness  on  his  own  account.  Trade  largely  in  New 
York  and  New  England  States.  The  only  com- 
pletely equipped  shoe  factory  in  the  State. 
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Smith  Bros. — Manufacturers  of  a  general  line 
of  cheap  jewelry,  more  especially  for  use  among 
manufacturing  confectioners,  to  be  given  away 


James  Smith. 


in  prize  packages,  and  in  other  ways.  One  of 
the  largest  manufacturers  of  cheap  jewelry  in 
the  State,  with  an  extensive  plant,  including  up- 
to-date  modern  machinery.  The  company  em- 
ploy a  large  force  of  drummers,  and  their  goods 
are  sold  throughout  the  United  States  and 
many  foreign  countries,  England  being  the 
principal  market  in  Europe,  the  South  American 
countries  being  the  largest  outside  market  that 
they  have  to  supply.  The  great  variety  of 
their  goods,  and  the  very  low  price  at  which 
they  can  sell  them,  enables  the  company  to 
supply  a  demand  that  many  jewelry  manu- 
facturers are  unable  to  meet  because  of  the 
immense  quantities  required  at  a  low  price,  so 
as  to  enable  the  buyer  to  give  the  goods  away 
with  his  manufactured  product  as  a  kind  of 
advertisement.  Factory  located  at  No.  34  Bassett 
street,  Providence.  Business  established  by 
the  present  company  in  i8go  Employ  when 
running  full  force  150  hands.  James  Smith,  of 
the  firm  of  Smith  ]^ros.,  was  born  in  Cranston, 
R.  I.,  August  II,  1862.  He  early  learned  the 
trade  of  a  jeweler,  as  applied  to  manufacturing, 
and  after  eleven  years  experience  among  manu- 


facturing jewelers,  where  he  gained  a  complete 
knowledge  of  the  business,  he  began  manu- 
facturing for  himself  as  a  partner  with  his 
brother,  under  the  firm  name  of  Smith  Brothers, 
and  the  result  of  this  copartnership  has  been 
the  production  of  a  phenomenal  trade  in  the 
manufacture  of  a  line  of  jewelry  that  is  in  great 
demand  among  manufacturers  who  produce  a 
line  of  goods  that  require  a  prize  to  be  given 
away  with  each  article  purchased.  The  com- 
pany may  be  said  to  stand  comparatively  alone 
in  this  particular  line,  and  their  goods  are 
becoming  more  popular  as  each  season's  demand 
is  being  supplied. 
-  William  Smith,  of  the  firm  of  Smith  Bros., 
was  born  in  Hope  Valley,  Hopkinton,  R.  I., 
February  11,  1865.  Began  to  learn  the 
jewelers'  trade  in  1880,  and  made  himself 
proficient  in  every  department  of  the  business 
that  has  made  more  than  a  national  reputation 
for  the  city  of  Providence,  this  being  in  a  sense 
the  most  prominent  of  all  of  its  industries,  so 
much  so  that  its  products  in  this  line  are  known 
the  world  over.  After  a  number  of  years  having 
been  spent  in  the  employ  of  other  manufacturers, 
he  became  a  partner  with  his  brother  under 
the  company  name  of  Smith  Brothers,  and  by 


William  Smith. 


their  energy  and  judicious  advertising  they  have 
won  a  reputation  in  the  commercial  world  that 
is  a  credit  to  their  enterprise. 
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0.  C.  Devereux  &  Co. — Manufacturers  of 
men's  gold  plated  and  pearl  jewelry,  a  general 
line.  Business  established  in  1873  under  the 
firm  name  of  J.  E.  Braman  &  Co.,  the  members 
of  the  company  being  J.  E.  Braman,  Stephen 
P.  Salisbury,  and  O.  C.  Devereux.  The  works 
were  then  established  at  220  Eddy  street,  where 
they  made  a  line  of  gents'  plated  goods,  the  same 
as  the  company  now  make.  In  January,  1878^ 
Mr.  Braman  retired  from  the  firm,  and  the  name 
then  became  Salisbury  &  Devereux.  After  one 
year  Mr.  Devereux  bought  out  his  partner's  in- 
terest, and  the  firm  name  then  was  changed  to 
O.  C.  Devereux&  Co., 
that  title  being  re- 
tained ever  smce  that 
time.  Mr.  Devereux 
became  thesoleowner 
of  the  business  when 
Mr.  Salisbury  sold  his 
interest,  and  he  has 
been  sole  proprietor 
from  that  time  to  the 
present. 

Oren  C.  Devereux 
was  born  in  Johnston, 
R.  I.,  April  9,  1837. 
After  completing  his 
education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  and  Schol- 
field's  Commercial 
College,  at  the  age  of 
fifteen  years  he  be- 
came an  apprentice 
for  William  Johnson, 
then  located  at  14, 
now  71,  Marshall 
street,  Providence.  Mr.  Johnson  made  a  gen- 
eral line  of  both  gold  and  plated  jewelry  which 
enabled  Mr.  Devereux  to  secure  a  valuable  early 
training,  that  should  prove  of  great  service  to 
him  in  the  years  that  were  to  follow.  His  health 
failing,  after  two  years,  he  went  to  work  in  a 
store,  and  March  4,  1857,  he  returned  to  com- 
plete his  time  in  the  jewelry  business,  this  time 
with  Peck  &  Barton  of  30  Page  street.  Here  he 
worked  for  thirteen  months,  or  until  he  was 
twenty-one  years  of  age.  He  subsequently 
worked  for  Mr.  Barton,  after  the  death  of  Mr. 
Peck,  until  the  war  broke  out.  The  jewelry 
business  at  that   time  being  very  slow,  Mr. 


Oren  C.  Devereux. 


Devereux  went  home  and  worked  on  a  farm  for 
a  year,  and  then  he  was  engaged  as  a  clerk  in 
Bradford's  seed  store  on  Canal  street.  In  1865 
he  again  began  working  at  the  jewelry  business, 
this  time  for  Child  &  Horton.  Afterwards  he 
was  employed  by  R.  D.  Horton,  and  was  the 
superintendent  of  his  shop  for  four  years.  Then 
in  1873,  as  already  related,  he  began  manufac- 
turing on  his  own  account  as  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  J.  E.  Braman  &  Co.  In  1889  Mr.  Dev- 
ereux bought  the  mother-of-pearl  business  that 
had  been  carried  on  by  Charles  L.  Potter  for  28 
years  at  407  Pine  street.    Another  floor  was 

hired  for  this  depart- 
ment of  the  business, 
and  since  that  time 
he  has  made  both 
lines  of  goods,  com- 
bining gold  plate  with 
the  pearl  so  far  as 
possible,  although 
some  of  the  goods  are 
made  of  pure  pearl. 

From  1880  for  many 
years  the  firm  made  a 
specialty  of  "Stonine" 
j  e  w  elry,  for  gentle- 
men's cuff  buttons, 
studs  and  scarf  pins, 
a  white  composition 
to  simulate  linen,  and 
which  made  a  very 
dressy  article  in  the 
jewelry  line,  specially 
suited  for  full  dress 
occasions.  Mr.  Dev- 
ereux held  two  pat- 
ents covering  the  method  of  fastening  the  stone 
to  the  shank  of  the  button  or  stud.  Mr.  Dev- 
ereux practically  had  a  monopoly  of  that  branch 
of  the  jewelry  trade  for  many  years,  and  it  nat- 
urally proved  a  very  profitable  department  of 
his  business.  Mr.  Devereux  has  always  been 
too  busy  with  his  business  to  think  of  anything 
in  the  line  of  public  office,  but  by  his  strict  busi- 
ness methods  he  has  built  up  an  extensive  trade 
and  a  plant  well  equipped  with  all  the  modern 
machinery  and  tools  necessary  to  produce  the 
finest  lines  of  goods  in  the  jewelry  manufactur- 
ing business.  Employ  40  hands  when  business 
is  good.  Mr.  Devereux  is  a  veteran  Free  Mason 
and  Odd  Fellow  and  a  member  of  several  other 
organizations. 
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E.  L.  Spencer  &  Co. — Manufacturers  of  gold 
rings  together  with  a  general  line  of  jewelry. 
Works  located  in  the  "Emma"  Building,  corner 
Aborn  and  Washington  streets,  Providence. 
Mr.  Everett  L.  Spencer,  the  sole  proprietor  of 
the  business,  was  born  in  Providence,  April  29, 
1867.  As  a  boy  he  began  to  work  for  the  jew- 
elry firm  of  Waite,  Smith  &  Co.,  remaining  with 
that  firm  for  ten  years,  the  last  four  years  he 
was  representing  the  company  on  the  road.  At 
the  end  of  this  time,  he  severed  his  connection 
with  the  firm  and  asso- 
ciated with  George  H. 
Holmes  &  Co.,  becom- 
ing a  traveler  through 
the  West  for  the  latter, 
remaining  in  that  posi- 
tion for  four  months. 
His  connection  with  this 
house  was  brief,  as  he 
made  arrangements  to 
enter  the  business  field 
for  himself,  and  began 
under  the  firm  name  of 
E.  L.  Spencer  &  Co.,  on 
April  15,  1891,  locating 
his  factory  at  62  Page 
street.  A  beginning  was 
made  by  purchasing  the 
plant  of  F. A.  Stevens  & 
Co.,  of  Providence, which 
was  owned  by  Albert  A. 
Remington,  of  this  city, 
who  was  a  partner  with 
with  Mr.  Spencer  for 
one  year.  After  the 
first  year,  Mr.  Reming- 
ton's interest  was  pur- 
chased by  Mr.  Spencer,  who  thus  became  sole 
owner  of  the  entire  business,  and  has  been  ever 
since.  When  business  was  first  begun,  the  firm 
manufactured  a  line  of  plated  and  silver  brooches 
and  stick  pins.  In  fact,  the  same  line  that  had 
previously  been  made  by  George  H.  Cogshill, 
who  had  previously  owned  the  plant.  F"rom 
the  beginning,  Mr.  Spencer  began  to  make  ad- 
ditions to  the  line,  having  an  aptitude  for  bring- 
ing out  new  things  that  were  tasty  in  design 
and  elegant  in  finish.  In  this  way  he  forged 
ahead  until  he  finally  merged  the  original 
business  into  a  line  of  solid  gold  goods,  and 
to-day  the  firm  is  noted  all  over  the  country  as 


Everett  L.  Spencer 


a  leading  gold  ring  house,  rings  having  been  a 
specialty,  although  a  large  production  of 
brooches,  stick  pins,  drops,  studs,  charms,  baby 
pins  and  eye  glass  chains  are  also  made.  The 
factory  of  the  firm  remained  at  62  Page  street 
until  last  year,  when  the  rapidly  growing  busi- 
ness of  the  firm  required  larger  quarters,  and  a 
removal  was  made  in  August,  igoo,  to  the  ele- 
gant "F2mma"  Building,  which  is  owned  by 
Dutee  Wilcox,  and  located  at  the  corner  of 
Aborn  and  Washington  streets.  The  building 
is  one  of  the  best  situa- 
ted and  equipped  for 
manufacturing  purposes 
of  any  to  be  found  in 
this  city.  The  factory 
of  Mr.  Spencer  is  also 
probably  as  well  equip- 
ped for  the  class  of  work 
manufactured  by  his 
concern  as  any  to  be 
found,  being  filled  with 
machinery  that  is  up  to 
date.  The  firm  gives 
employment  to  a  num- 
ber of  capable  designers 
and  tool-makers,  as  well 
as  to  a  large  number  of 
employes  of  high  grade. 
The  firm  also  have  an 
extensive  department 
for  packing  jewelry,  and 
ample  office  room. 

C.  A.  Wilkinson  &  Co. 

— Manufacturers  of  gold 
and  gold  filled  spectacles 
and  eye  glass  frames 
and  general  optical 
goods.  Business  estab- 
lished in  1896.  Works  located  in  the  "Emma" 
Building  53  Aborn  street,  corner  Washington 
street.  Providence.  Charles  Allen  Wilkinson, 
the  General  Manager  of  the  business,  was  born 
in  Fall  River,  Mass.,  March  3,  1852.  He  was 
in  the  manufacturing  jewelry  business  for  ten 
years  prior  to  going  into  the  present  business. 
Dutee  Wilcox  is  a  partner  in  the  business. 

Fuller,  Carpenter  &  Co. — Manufacturers  of 
gold  filled  chains,  bracelets,  fobs  and  charms. 
Works  in  Manufacturers  Building,  7  Beverly 
street.  Providence.  Employ  45  hands.  Busi- 
ness established  in  1890  by  J.  D.  Fuller  &  Co. 
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D.  Wilcox  &  Co. — Manufacturers  of  a  general 
line  of  diamond  jewelry,  including  rings.  Busi- 
ness established  by  Dutee  Wilcox  in  1856;  works 
located  at  184  Washington  street,  Providence. 
Employ  50  hands.  F"irm  composed  of  Dutee 
Wilcox,  Howard  D.  Wilcox  and  Walter  Gardiner. 
Dutee  Wilcox  was  born  in  Douglass,  Mass., 
June  22,  1834.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  began 
to  learn  the  jewelry  trade.    In  1856  he  formed 


Potter  &  Buffinton. — Manufacturers  of  a 
general  line  of  gold  jewelry,  mostly  gents'  goods. 
Works  at  7  Eddy  street,  Providence.  Business 
established  in  1856  by  Col.  Isaac  M.  Potter  and 
Albert  W.  Delnah.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the 
war  Mr.  Potter  went  to  the  front  and  after  a 
number  of  promotions  he  closed  with  the  com- 
mission of  a  colonel.  In  1865  he  associated 
himself  with  F"red  W.  Symonds,  under  the  firm 


Emma  Building,  Corner  Aborn  and  Washington  Streets,  Providence. 


a  partnership  with  Horace  and  Olney  Thayer, 
and  began  to  manufacture  jewelry  on  Steeple 
street.  Providence.  After  several  changes  in 
the  firm,  in  January,  1880,  Walter  Gardiner  was 
admitted  to  the  firm  and  the  present  company 
name  was  adopted.  Later  Howard  D.  Wilcox 
was  admitted  to  the  firm.  Mr.  Wilcox,  senior, 
among  other  things,  invented  the  "  Wilcox  & 
Battell  stud,"  patented  in  1859,  which  had  a 
great  sale  throughout  the  country. 


name  of  Potter  &  Symonds  in  the  manufacture 
of  jewelry.  After  three  years  Mr.  Symonds 
sold  his  interest  to  John  W.  Bufiinton,  and  the 
firm  name  has  since  been  Potter  &  Buffinton. 
Mr.  Potter  was  born  in  Scituate,  R.  I.,  August 
27,  1833;  in  1875  and  1876  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Rhode  Island  General  Assembly. 

Providence  Aluminum  Co. — Manufacturers  of 
all  kinds  of  aluminum  castings.  Established  in 
1895.  Foundry  at  460  Eddy  street.  Providence. 
Joseph  H.  Lee,  Treasurer  and  Manager. 
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Heimberger  &  Lind. — The  business  of  this 
company  was  established  by  Charles  J.  Heim- 
berger, who  was  born  in  Goto,  Saxony,  Aug- 
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Charles  J.  Heimberger. 


ust  6,  1844.  Came  to  America  in  1870  with 
Cassius  M.  Clay,  United  States  Minister  to 
Russia,  whose  headquarters  were  at  St. 
Petersburg.  Mr.  Clay  had  received  permission 
from  the  Russian  Government  to  introduce 
electro-depositing  of  iron  for  printing  plates 
to  take  the  place  of  electro-plates,  etc.,  and  Mr. 
Heimberger  was  chosen  as  the  subject  to 
accompany  Mr.  Clay  to  America  for  the  pur- 
pose of  introducing  the  new  art  in  this  country. 
The  bank  note  companies  were  evidently  so 
slow  in  accepting  this  new  process,  Mr.  Clay 
felt  the  necessity  of  abandoning  his  enterprise 
before  it  was  brought  to  completion  here  as  in 
Russia. 

When  this  most  commendable  under- 
taking was  given  up,  Mr.  Heimberger  began 
to  work  at  tool  making  and  die  sinking,  which 
he  had  learned  in  Russia  ;  and  gradually  devel- 
oped a  business  of  his  own.  In  1882  he  began 
business  for  himself  in  Providence,  and  in  1885 
began  the  manufacture  of  jewelers'  findings. 
His  business  gradually  increased,  and  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1896,  a  copartnership  was  formed  with 
Peter  Lind,  who  enjoyed  a  long  experience  in 


the  same  line  of  business.  The  company- 
manufactures  all  kinds  of  jewelers'  findings, 
including  gold  and  sterling  silver  settings, 
trimmings,  galleries,  cane  and  umbrella  orna- 
ments, pin  stems,  etc.;  Mr  Heimberger  is  a 
member  of  Lassing  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of 
Bridgeport,  Conn.  Factory  of  the  company  is 
located  at  158  Pine  street. 

Peter  Lind,  of  the  firm  of  Heimberger  &  Lind, 
was  born  in  Montrose,  Scotland,  June  19,  1849. 
He  came  to  America  in  1852  and  learned  the 
trade  of  a  machinist,  serving  his  time  at  the 
Taunton  I^ocomotive  Works,  in  Massachusetts. 
Locating  in  Providence  he  entered  the  employ 
of  Thomas  W.  Lind,  who  succeeded  to  the 
oldest  established  jewelry  findings  plant  in  the 
city,  serving  as  foreman  of  this  shop  for  a  term 
of  fourteen  years.  In  1896,  being  desirous  of 
doing  business  for  himself,  he  entered  into 
copartnership  with  Charles  J.  Heimberger,  to 
carry  on  the  same  line  of  business  that  the 
latter  gentleman  had  been  doing  for  a  number  of 
years  in  jewelers'  findings.  Mr.  Lind  possesses 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  business  ;  is  one  of 
the  expert  tool  makers  and  machinists  of  the 


Peter  Lind. 


city.  Member  of  the  New  ICngland  Jewelers 
and  Silversmiths  Association  ;  Redwood  Lodge, 
A.  F.  and  A.  M. 
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Cory  &  Reynolds  Company. — Manufacturers 
of  gold  plated  jewelry.  Claim  to  be  the  largest 
manufacturers  of  scarf  pins  in  America,  which 
is  their  specialty.  Business  established  in  1872 
by  Johnson  &  Cory.  In  1876  business  owned 
by  J.  P.  Cory,  who  built  the  new  factory  at  25 
Congress  Ave.,  Providence.  In  1893  the  firm 
was  Cory  &  Reynolds,  and  in  1899  it  was  incor- 
porated under  the  name  of  Cory  &  Reynolds 
Company;  capital  $30,000;  employ  no  hands. 
Officers:  Joseph  P.  Cory,  President;  Alexander 
H.  Cory,  Vice  President;  Thomas  B.  Cory,  Sec- 
retary; Frank  B.  Reynolds,  Treas.  and  Gen'l 
Manager.  Mr.  Reynolds,  the  General  Manager, 
was  born  in  South  Royalton,  Vt.,  Nov.  17,  1858. 
Was  bookkeeper  in  the  famous  Oak  hall  of  Bos- 
ton for  six  years,  and  for  five  years  with  a  whole- 
sale jewelry  house  of  Boston.  In  1885  was  one 
of  the  members  of  the  Reynolds  Jewelry  Co.  of 
Providence,  whose  plant  was  destroyed  by  fire 
in  1893.  The  same  year  he  entered  into  co- 
partnership with  J.  P.  Cory.  Member  of  the 
Ex.  Committee  West  Side  Club. 

Crossin  &  Co. — Manufacture  a  general  line 
of  jewelry  for  ladies.  Business  established  by 
Mr.  Crossin  and  L.  Schwarz  in  1888.  Peter 
Crossin,  the  present  owner,  was  born  in  Provi- 
dence, April  20,  1848.  Works  at  129  Eddy 
street. 

S.  A.  Bennett.  —  Manufacturer  of  solid  gold 
front  and  plated  ladies'  and  gents'  jewelry.  Busi- 
ness established  by  Foster  &  Bennett.  Samuel 
A.  Bennett,  the  present  proprietor,  has  had  an 
extensive  experience  in  the  jewelry  manufactur- 
ing business.  Works  at  95  Pine  street,  Provi- 
dence. 

Simmons  &  Paye  Mfg.  Co. — Manufacturers  of 
silver  novelties,  including  toilet  ware,  manicure 
goods,  souvenir  spoons,  match  boxes,  etc.  Busi- 
ness established  in  1896  by  Simmons  &  Paye. 
Works  at  129  Eddy  street,  Providence. 
Employ  25  hands.  Officers:  Charles  T.  Paye, 
President;  Frank  L.  Baker,  Treasurer. 

Dewey  F.  Adams. — Manufacturer  of  jet  or 
mourning  jewelry.  Born  in  Unionville,  Conn., 
Aug.  II,  1842.  Was  originally  a  manufacturer 
of  paper  bags  in  Connecticut,  later  in  Provi- 
dence in  the  same  business  from  1867;  four 
years  a  tin  manufacturer,  and  in  1881  began  the 
manufacture  of  jewelry.  Works  at  129  Eddy 
street.  Providence. 

(7) 


Union  Jewelry  Co. — Manufacturers  of  cheap 
jewelry  and  novelties  in  brass.  Business  estab- 
lished in  1898  by  William  D.  Stone  of  Provi- 
dence. Works  located  at  409  Pine  street.  Provi- 
dence. 

James  R.  Feeley  &  Co. — Manufacturers  of 
Catholic  society  emblems  in  sterling  silver  and 
plated  goods.  Works  at  95  Pine  street.  J.  R. 
Feeley  and  F.  P.  Poland  constitute  the  present 
company. 

Geo.  N.  Babington. — Manufacturer  of  rolled 
plate  rings;  works  at  129  Eddy  street;  employs 
28  hands.  Mr.  Babington  began  the  jewelry 
business  in  Providence  in  1886.  Born  in  Provi- 
dence, Dec.  4,  1862. 

Charles  H.  Field. —Manufacturer  of  watch 
case  engraving  machinery.  Business  establish- 
ed in  1879.  Works  located  at  113  Point  street. 
Providence.  Employ  30  hands.  Mr.  Field  was 
born  in  Providence,  February  16,  1855. 

Bacon  Mfg.  Jewelry  Co. — Manufacturers  of 
gold,  sterling  silver  and  brass  novelties  in  jew- 
elry. Established  in  1898  by  Richard  Bacon, 
who  was  born  in  Providence,  Nov.  17,  1863. 
Has  worked  in  the  leading  jewelry  shops  of 
Providence  for  twenty-two  years  prior  to  begin- 
ning manufacturing  for  himself.  Works  at  95 
Pine  street.    Employ  27  hands, 

H.  F.  Carpenter  &  Son. — Gold  and  silver 
refiners  and  manufacturing  chemists  (blue  vit- 
riol, nitrate  silver,  C.  P.  gold  looo-iooo  fine.) 
Business  established  by  H.  F.  Carpenter  about 
i860.  He  was  born  in  Pawtucket  in  1842. 
Works  located  at  58  and  60  Page  street.  Do 
an  extensive  business  among  the  jewelry  manu- 
facturers and  silver  smiths  of  the  city  and  in 
other  sections  Of  the  country. 

Excelsior  Nickel  Plating  Works. — Do  all  kinds 
of  nickel  plating,  brass  finishing,  iron  polishing, 
etc.,  their  work  being  mostly  on  stoves,  bicycles, 
plumbers'  goods,  and  ,  do  a  general  jobbing 
line  of  business,  plating  with  nickel  any  kind 
of  metal  except  aluminum,  the  latter  of  which 
is  not  permanent.  Business  established  about 
1875  by  William  A.  Campbell.  Charles  F. 
Harris  is  the  present  owner,  who  was  born  in 
Barrington,  R.  I.,  September  23,  1856.  Works 
located  at  397,  399,  403  Richmond  street,  Provi- 
dence. Mr.  Harris  was  one  year  a  member  of 
the  East  Providence  Town  Council. 
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Horace  Remington  &  Son  Co.— Refiners  of  gold 
and  silver,  assayei  s  and  sweep  smelters.  Busi- 
ness established  by  Remington  &  ]5arber  in 


Horace  Remington. 


1879.  Incorporated  March  5,  1901.  Capital- 
ized for  $50,000.  Employ  10  hands.  Office 
located  at  91  Friendship  street ;  Works  37,  39, 
41  Garnet  street,  Providence.  (Cut  of  the 
plant  shown  upon  the  opposite  page.) 

This  is  one  of  the  oldest  refining  and  smelting 
concerns  in  the  city  of  Providence.  Originated 
more  than  twenty  years  ago,  and  has  been 
continuously  in  the  field  since  that  time.  Horace 
Remington,  the  President  of  the  company,  who 
was  born  in  Cranston,  R.  I.,  in  1841,  began  the 
refining  business  as  an  apprentice  under  Austin 
&  Carpenter  in  1862  Upon  the  dissolution 
of  the  firm  a  few  years  later  he  became  a 
partner  of  the  late  John  Austin,  the  firm  then 
being  known  as  John  Austin  &  Co.  Retiring 
from  that  firm  in  1879,  he  united  with  Charles 
Barber  and  formed  the  firm  of  Remington  & 
Barber,  which  continued  for  two  years  when  the 
copartnership  was  dissolved.  From  that  time 
until  1888,  when  his  oldest  son,  Albert  A.,  was 
admitted  as  a  partner,  Mr.  Remington  continued 
the  business  alone  in  his  own  name.  At  the 
latter  date,  the  firm  name  was  changed  to  l  lorace 
Remington  &  Son,  which  has  constantly  devel- 


oped its  business  and  become  widely  known  not 
only  for  the  refining  and  assaying  business,  but 
for  the  sale  of  certain  adjuncts  to  jewelry  manu- 
lacturing.  The  firm  has  enjoyed  an  excellent 
reputation  among  jewelry  manufacturers. 
Besides  the  refining  business,  the  company  sells 
fine  gold  and  silver,  platinum  in  sheet  and  wire, 
copper,  for  alloy,  also  gold  alloyed  anodes  which 
have  been  generally  adopted  by  the  jewelers; 
they  also  handle  acids,  chemicals,  crucibles,  etc. 

The  officers  of  the  company  are  Horace  Rem- 
ington, President ;  Albert  A.  Remington,  Treas- 
urer; Horace  E.  Remington,  Secretary. 

Albert  A.  Remington  was  born  in  River 
Point,  R.  I.,  in  the  year  1863.  Entered  the 
employ  of  his  father  in  1881.  and  was  admitted 
to  the  firm  in  1888;  has  been  a  Director  of  the 
National  Bank  of  North  America  since  1896. 
Mr.  Horace  Remington,  senior,  was  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  city  of  Provi- 
dence for  the  years  1898  and  1899,  representing 
the  Seventh  Ward. 

The  city  of  Providence  being  one  of  the 
largest  centres  for  the  manufacture  of  sterling 
silverware,  gold,  silver  and  composition  jewelry  in 


Albert  A.  Remington. 


the  world,  the  refining  and  assaying  business  is 
very  important.  This  company  alone  furnish  to 
manufactuiers  of  sterling  silver  goods  nearly  a 
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million  ounces  of  silver  annually,  which  shows 
the  enormous  amount  used.  No  plant  in  the 
country  is  better  equipped  for  doing  this  class 
of  work  than  that  of  the  Horace  Remington 
&  Son  Co.,  for  in  addition  to  the  regular  equip- 
ment of  machinery  they  have  many  special 
machines  of  their  own  invention  that  enable  them 
to  do  superior  work.    The  sweepings  from  the 


experience  in  the  refining  business  recognized 
the  importance  of  some  improvements  in 
machinery  and  methods,  and  he  accordingly  set 
to  work  to  procure  them,  the  result  being  that 
to-day  he  has  some  special  machinery  and  appli- 
ances that  are  superior  to  any  others  now  in  use. 
The  common  way  of  mixing  the  sweepings  so  as 
to  produce  an  even  quality  of  metal,  was  to 


THE  REMINGTON  BUILDING. 
No.  gi  Friendship  street,  Providence,  R.  I. 


different  manufactories  of  the  city  amount  to 
thousands  of  dollar  every  month,  all  of  which  are 
brought  back  to  a  commercial  value  for  manu- 
facturing purposes  by  the  refining  and  smelting 
process.  The  manufacturers  of  findings  perform  a 
very  important  service  for  the  manufacturers  of 
jewelry,  but  they  fill  no  more  of  an  important 
position  than  the  refiners  and  assayers  of  our 
city. 

Mr.  Remington  during  his  many  years  of 


shovel  them  back  and  forth  for  many  hours, 
requiring  the  services  of  two  men.  Mr.  Rem- 
ington has  invented  a  system  that  mixes  from 
4000  to  6000  pounds  of  dirt  or  sweepings  in  two 
hours  time,  by  an  automatic  arrangement,  per- 
forming the  labor  that  would  require  two  men 
to  do  in  ten  hours,  and  doing  it  much  better 
than  by  hand.  Another  device  saves  all  of  the 
dust  that  rises  during  the  process,  thereby 
making  a  great  saving  to  the  manufacturer. 
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Thomas  W.  Lind. — Manufacturer  of  jewelers' 
findings  and  general  metal  ornaments,  at  the 
corner  of  lukly  and  1^'riendship  streets,  Prov- 


Thomas  W.  Lind. 


idence.  The  busmess  was  established  in  this 
city  by  his  brother,  Alexander  Lind,  in  1867, 
and  was  the  first  jewelry  findings  manufactory 
to  be  started  in  the  city  of  Providence.  He 
began  in  a  small  way,  and  the  goods  produced 
at  that  time,  while  fully  up  to  the  requirements 
of  the  period,  would  be  considered  somewhat 
primitive  if  compared  with  the  more  artistic 
productions  of  this  first  year  of  the  new  cen- 
tury. After  the  death  of  the  founder  of  the 
business  in  1880,  Mr.  T.  W.  Lind,  who  had 
been  in  the  employ  of  his  brother,  took  up  the 
business  and  carried  it  along,  improving  the 
methods  of  manufacture,  putting  in  more 
modern  machinery,  and  inventing  many  auto- 
matic machines  that  simplified  and  made  more 
perfect  work,  until  he  now  possesses  one  of 
the  most  perfect  machinery  plants  in  the 
country  for  the  manufacture  of  all  kinds  of 
jewelers'  findings,  including  gold  and  sterling 
silver,  as  well  as  goods  for  cheap  jewelry.  Mr. 
Lind  has  made  several  trips  to  luirope  for  the 
purpose  of  getting  all  of  the  new  ideas  that  he 
could  glean  so  as  to  enable  him  to  add  them 
to  the  American  designs,  thereby  providing  a 


much  larger  variety  of  designs  for  his  cus- 
tomers. Mr.  Lind  was  born  in  Montrose,  Scot- 
land, March  2,  1845.  Came  to  America  in  1854. 
Member  of  Redwood  lodge  A.  F.  &  A.  M. 

The  Edwin  Lowe  Gold  Plate  Co.— Manu- 
facturers of  rolled  gold  plate  and  all  kinds  of 
fancy  wires.  P^actory  at  82  Clifford  street. 
Providence.  Established  in  1849  by  Thomas 
H.  Lowe,  who  was  the  original  founder  of  the 
rolled  plate  business  in  this  country.  His  son 
Edwin  Lowe  became  a  partner  in  the  business 
in  1857,  and  upon  the  death  of  his  father  in  1888 
he  became  the  sole  proprietor.  Incorporated  in 
1893  under  the  present  name.  Edwin  Lowe 
was  born  in  Birmingham,  Eng.,  Sept.  25,  1842. 
Came  to  America  in  1848. 

Streeter  &  Co. — Manufacturers  of  a  large 
line  of  cheap  jewelry.  Enjoy  quite  a  trade  in 
Europe  and  South  America.  Business  estab- 
lished by  W.  B.  Streeter  in  1898.  Works  now 
located  at  38  Friendship  street.  Providence. 
William  B.  Streeter  was  born  in  Providence, 
R.  I.,  June  22,  1869.  Learned  the  jewelers' 
trade  and  all  the  branches  of  the  business,  of 
Joseph  P.  Cory,  and  in  1898  began  to  manu- 
facture on  his  own  account,  as  already  des- 
cribed. Mr.  Streeter  was  formerly  proprietor 
and  editor  of  the  Rhode  Island  Pendulum,  a 
weekly  newspaper  published  in  East  Green- 
wich, R.  I.,  and  for  two  years  he  proved  him- 
self a  successful  newspaper  man,  after  which  he 
sold  the  paper  and  printing  office. 

Bennett  &  Bradford. — Manufacturers  of  solid 
gold  and  sterling  silver  jewelry  ;  make  a  general 
line,  including  brooches,  scarf  pins,  cuff  buttons, 
etc.  Business  established  by  E.  A.  Bennett 
&  Co.  in  1892  ;  was  carried  on  under  the  name  of 
Bennett,  Melcher  &  Co.,  for  six  years,  and  in 
1898  the  firm  name  became  Bennett  &  Bradford. 
Edgar  A  Bennett  was  born  in  Lincoln,  R.  L, 
May  14,  1 85 1.  Learned  the  trade  of  a  jeweler, 
and  also  designing.  Was  foreman  in  several 
prominent  jewelry  establishments  prior  to 
beginning  business  for  himself.  The  factory  of 
the  company  is  located  at  No.  4  Blount  street. 
Providence.  F"rank  Bradford  was  born  in 
Birmingham,  lingland,  March  10,  1851.  Came 
to  America  1873.  As  he  had  learned  the  trade 
of  a  tool  maker,  he  began  that  line  of  work  in 
Newark,  N.  J;  located  in  Providence  in  1880; 
was  employed  by  Foster  &  Bailey  for  a  time, 
and  for  two  years  was  in  Attleboro.  Became  a 
partner  with  Mr.  l^ennett,  and  now  carrying  on 
business  as  Bennett  &  Bradford. 
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Ostby  &  Barton  Co. — Manufacturers  of  gold 
rings  of  all  descriptions.  Business  estab- 
lished by  Engelhart  C.  Ostby  and  Nathan  B. 
Barton  July  i,  1879.  Incorporated  August  5, 
1893.  Employ  400  hands.  Factory  located  at 
118  Richmond  street,  cor.  Clifford,  Providence. 
Officers,  Engelhart  C  .Ostby,  President ;  Nathan 


always  carried  in  stock,  which  makes  it  almost 
possible  to  ship  an  order  as  soon  as  received. 
The  company  makes  every  conceivable  kind  of 
a  gold  ring,  from  a  small  baby  ring  to  the  most 
expensive  ring  set  with  valuable  gems.  The 
company  do  all  of  their  own  refining.^  All  of 
the  sweepings,  clippings   and    polishings  are 


OSTBY  &  BARTON  CO.  BUILDING. 
Cor.  Richmond  and  Clifford  Streets,  Providence. 


B.  Barton,  Treasurer ;  Frederick  D.  Carr, 
Secretary ;  Aurther  O.  Ostby,  Superintendent. 
This  IS  said  to  be  the  largest  ring  factory  in  the 
world.  The  large  six  story  building  that  is 
shown  herewith  is  devoted  wholly  to  their 
extensive  business.  The  business  of  the  com- 
pany is  so  systematized  that,  after  the  tools  are 
completed  for  any  production  it  is  only  a  matter 
of  a  few  hours  before  rings  of  that  particular 
kind,  fully  completed,  can  be  made,  all  ready  for 
shipment.    A  large  number   of    designs  are 


refined  in  the  building  and  melted  over  to  again 
enter  into  stock  for  the  manufacture  of  rings. 
The  building  is  supplied  with  a  modern  power 
plant,  and  the  machinery  of  the  plant  is  all  of 
the  most  up-to-date  patterns,  which  enables  the 
company  to  do  all  of  their  work  after  the  most 
approved  methods.  The  company  employ  a 
number  of  expert  tool  makers,  and  several  de- 
signers are  kept  busy  in  creating  new  designs. 
Their  products  not  only  sell  extensively  in  this 
country,  but  they  enjoy  considerable  trade  in 
foreign  countries  as  well. 
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George  W.  Dover.  Manufacturer  o!  jewelers' 
findings  of  every  description,  in  all  metals. 
Works  at  80  Clifford  street,  one  of  the  largest 
brick  buildings  in  the  midst  of  the  jewelry 
manufacturing  section  of  the  city  of  Providence- 
Employs  120  hands.  Business  established  in 
1890,  when  he  was  engaged  on  contract  work 
for  a  number  of  manufacturers,  and  in  1892  a 
copartnership  was  formed  with  George  W. 
Pritchard,  under  the  name  of  Dover  &  Pritchard- 
In  1896,  Mr.  Dover  purchased  his  partner's 
interest,  at  which  time  he  became  sole  owner. 
The  former  location  of 
the  works  on  Eddy 
street  were  very  soon 
found  to  be  inadequate 
to  the  increasing  de- 
mands of  the  business, 
new  machinery  being 
added  to  the  plant 
nearly  every  month 
until  every  available 
space  was  filled.  Con- 
sequently in  1900  the 
entire  plant  was  moved 
to  the  five-story  brick 
building  on  Clifford 
street,  a  cut  of  which 
is  shown  on  the  op- 
posite page. 

With  the  new 
machinery  that  has 
been  added  to  the  plant 
in  the  new  factory, 
this  is  now  the  largest 
in  the  world  devoted 
wholly  to  the  manu 
facture  of  jewelers' 

findings.  Mr.  Dover's  originality  as  to  the 
production  of  patterns  that  should  meet  the 
popular  demand,  and  his  wide  experience  with 
machinery,  was  the  mainspring  of  his  success 
as  a  manufacturer,  and  these  are  still  the 
dominating  features  of  his  business.  His  plant 
consists  of  all  the  modern  machines  for  the 
production  of  the  various  designs,  many  of  them 
being  automatic  and  others  made  specially  for 
the  bringing  out  of  original  patterns.  Mr.  Dover 
was  born  in  Ancaster,  Canada,  April  14,  1865. 
Received  his  education  in  Hartford,  Conn.  His 
first  business  in  life  was  that  of  a  newsboy  in 
the  city  of  Hartford,  by  which  he  earned  money 


George  W.  Dover. 


enough  to  enable  him  tf)  take  a  course  of 
mechanical  studies  prior  to  entering  the  employ 
of  the  Pratt  &  Whitney  Co.  Completing  his 
trade  as  a  machinist  and  tool  maker,  he  was 
employed  for  a  number  of  years  by  various 
concerns  throughout  the  country,  among  them 
being  Lieb  &  Co.,  E.  E.  Garvin,  and  the  S.  S- 
White  Co.  of  New  York,  the  American  Sewing 
Machine  Co.  of  I^hiladelphia,  and  the  Lefever 
Arms  Co.  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  This  wide  ex- 
perience undoubtedly  had  much  to  do  with 
laying  the  foundations  of  his   business  as  a 

manufacturer,  which 
has  proven  so  suc- 
cessful  from  the 
beginning. 

There  are  a  number 
of  milling  machines, 
lathes,  etc.,  which  en- 
able his  corps  of  tool- 
makers  to  produce  the 
various  designs  that 
his  trade  calls  for  with 
great  rapidity  and  ac- 
curacy, and  these  tool- 
makers  are  kept  busy 
by  a  force  of  designers 
that  are  constantly 
planning  new  patterns 
for  every  branch  of  the 
business,  so  as  to  en- 
able the  house  to  keep 
fully  abreast  of  the 
times  in  bringing  out 
the  very  latest  produc- 
tions that  the  trade  is 
looking  for,  and  which 
have  given  Mr.  Dover 
a  leading  reputation  in  the  line  of  specialties. 
There  are  a  number  of  power  presses,  and  every 
conceivable  kind  of  a  machine  that  the  findings 
manufacturer  requires,  and  many  special  ma- 
chines of  his  own  make  that  enables  this  factory 
to  turn  out  the  most  strikingly  artistic  designs 
that  have  ever  been  used  in  the  jewelry  manu- 
facturing business.  A  plant  of  this  size  con- 
sumes an  immense  amount  of  stock  in  the  course 
of  a  year,  the  greater  amount  being  divided  be- 
tween silver  and  brass.  In  the  year  igoo  this 
factory  consumed  upwards  of  100  tons  of  brass 
alone.  The  consumption  of  brass  for  their  first 
year  was  between  1  and  2  tons,  which  shows  to 
what  enormous  proportions  this  industry  has 
iri'own. 
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Thurston  Mfg.  Co.  —  Manufacturers  of  special 
milling  machines  patented  by  Horace  Thurston 
for  milling  cutter  plates,  and  pronounced  the 
most  economical  machine  ever  put  into  a  jewelry 
shop.     Also  manufacture  saws,  cutters,  etc., 
and  do  all  kinds  of  jobbing.    Business  estab- 
lished by  Horace  Thurston  October  i,  1883, 
who  was  born  in  Norwich,  Conn.,  June  17,  1852. 
Works  located  in  the  Simmons  Building,  419 
Eddy  street,  Providence.    Employs  25  hands. 
One  of  the  most  complete  machine  shops  in  the 
city.   Horace  Thurston, 
Treasurer  of  the  com- 
pany, has  had  an  exten- 
sive   experience    as  a 
machmist,  and  this  com- 
bined with  his  natural 
ability  has  given  him 
the  reputation  as  one  of 
the  most  expert  mechan- 
ics of  the  state,  his  in- 
ventive genius  having 
much  to  do  with  this 
reputation.    He  served 
an    apprenticeship  for 
the  Corliss  Steam  En- 
gine Co.  from   i86g  to 
1873  :  was  employed  by 
the  Providence  Tool  Co. 
on  gun  tools  when  they 
were  carrying  out  their 
contract  with  the  Turk- 
ish  Empire.     He  was 
foreman  for  the  Brown 
and  Sharpe  Mfg.  Co.  for 
five  years,  master  me- 
chanic for  the  Cummer  Engine  Co.  of  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  for  two  years.    After  his  two  years'  ex- 
perience in  Cleveland  he  returned  to  Providence 
and  established  his  present  business  under  the 
name  of  the  Thurston  Mfg.  Co.    For  eighteen 
years  this  firm  has  done  a  large  business  not 
only  in  this  country  but  in  foreign  countries  as 
well,  and  their  machinery  and  tools  are  consid- 
ered as  fine  as  any  made  by  any  of  our  American 
manufacturers.    The  tools  made  by  this  com- 
pany are  used  extensively  by  the  jewelry  manu- 
facturers in  this  and  other  jewelry  manufactur- 
ing centres. 

Burns  Mfg.  Co. — Business  originally  estab- 
lished in  Providence  by  Thurber  &    Burns ; 


Horace  Thurston 


succeeded  by  A.  B.  Day  &  Co ;  the  latter 
bought  out  by  Geo.  E.  Burns,  a  native  of  Black- 
stone,  Mass.,  in  1897;  incorporated  under  pre- 
sent name  1898  ;  capitalized  for  ^5,000  :  26  hands 
employed ;  manufacture  solid  gold  and  silver 
rings.  John  M.  Miller,  President  ;  Geo.  E. 
Burns,  Sec.  and  Treas.  Factory  94  Point 
street,  Simmons  Building,  in  the  centre  of  the 
city  of  Providence. 

Arnold  &  Steere. — Manufacturers  of  solid  gold 
rings  at  94  Point  street,  Simmons  Building, 

Providence.  Establish- 
ed by  Thos.  F.  Arnold 
in  1866,  who  was  born 
in  Providence,  Nov.  12, 
1 83 1 .  For  some  1 7  years 
the  business  was  carried 
on  under  the  name  of 
Arnold  &  Webster.  Up- 
on the  death  of  Mr. 
Webster  in  1885,  Mr. 
Arnold  continued  the 
business  in  hisown  name 
until  1890,  when  Horace 
W.  Steere  became  a  part- 
ner,andthepresent  name 
adopted.  Mr.  Steere 
was  born  in  Gloucester, 
Rhode  Island,  Novem- 
ber I,  1854. 

The  A.  A.  Greene  Co.— 
Manufacturers  of  gold 
plated  chain  for  ladies' 
and  gents'.  Business 
established  about  1892. 
Works  located  in  the 
Simmons  Building,  94  Point  street.  Providence. 
Augustus  A.  Greene  is  the  senior  member  of  the 
firm. 

W.  M.  Ryder. — Manufacturer  of  electroplated 
jewelry,  in  both  ladies'  and  gents'  goods.  Busi- 
ness established  1897.  Capacity  of  plant  about 
250  hands.  Works  located  in  the  Simmons 
Building,  94  Point  street,  Providence.  William 
M.  Rvder  was  born  in  Dennis,  Mass.,  October 
3,  1862. 

O'Donnell  Jewelry  Co. — Manufacturers  of  a 
general  line  of  ladies'  and  gents'  electroplated 
jewelry.  P>stablished  in  1900.  Their  works  are 
located  at  357  Itddy  street,  Providence.  Employ 
7  hands. 
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Simmons  Building. — Located  on  Point,  Eddy 
and  Richmond  street,  Providence.  Devoted 
principally  to  manufacturing  jewelers,  although 
the  first  floor  is  occupied  by  the  Thurston  Mfg. 
Co.  Part  of  the  estate  of  Ebben  Simmons, 
Joseph  Davol,  executor  ;  George  A.  Turner, 
agent.    The  Simmons  Building  was  erected  in 


Flint,  Blood  &  Co. — Manufacturers  of  solid 
gold  rings,  also  shell  gold  filled  rings,  lo-kt. 
shell  gold,  rolled  gold  plate,  solid  sterling 
silver,  and  shell  sterling  silver  rings  in  numer- 
ous designs.  E.xtensive  foreign  trade.  Busi- 
ness was  established  in  i86g  by  William  W. 
Flint,  Joseph  F.  Blood,  B.  A.  Holbrook,  and 
James  A.  Young.    Mr.  Holbrook  retiring  in 


Simmons  Building,  Point,  Eddy  and  Richmond  Streets. 


1880;  16214  feet  front  on  Point  street,  130^^ 
feet  in  the  rear;  50  feet  in  width,  four  stories. 
Floor  space,  24,199  square  feet.  Power  fur- 
nished bya42-horse  power  Harris-Corliss  steam 
engine.  Building  in  a  very  desirable  location  for 
manufacturing  purposes.  Near  the  docks,  and 
not  far  from  the  freight  yards.  Building  built 
very  strong,  with  plenty  of  light,  as  no  other 
blocks  can  ever  be  built  near  to  shut  out  the 
light,  because  it  is  surrounded  by  the  city  high- 
ways. 


1878,  the  remaining  partners  continued  the 
business  under  the  firm  name  of  Flint,  Blood 
&  Young.  Mr.  Young  died  in  1888,  and  the 
remaining  two  partners  have  carried  on  the 
business  in  the  name  of  Flint,  Blood  &  Co.,  the 
original  name  of  the  company,  ever  since. 
William  W.  Flint  was  born  in  Walpole,  N.  H., 
and  Joseph  F.  Blood  is  a  native  of  Ipswich, 
Mass.  Factory  located  m  the  Simmons  Build- 
ing at  94  Point  street,  Providence.  Employ  40 
hands. 
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George  F.  Greene  &  Co.,  Manufacturing  Jew- 
elers, 472  Potter's  Ave.,  Providence,  R.  I.,  manu- 
facturers of  Seamless  Plated  Stone  and  Band 


(jeorge  F.  Greene. 


Rings.  This  business  was  started  in  the  spring 
of  1891,  by  Geo.  F.  Greene,  whohireda  small  shop 
at  143  Summer  St.,  this  city,  where  a  small  busi- 
ness was  conducted  until  January,  1892,  when 


William  S  Greene. 


the  business  was  removed  to  1 1 1  Richmond  St. 
A  general  line  of  ladies'  goods  in  Electro-plate 
was  made,  consisting  of  ]-5rooches,  liar  Drops, 
Flair  Pins,  and  Scarf  Pins.  Larger  and  better 
facilities  were  needed  and  in  January,  1893,  the 
business  was  moved  to  113  Point  St.  There 
a  notable  success  was  made  in  the  production  of 
Silver  Plated  Novelties,  such  as  Scarf  Pins, 
Corsage  Pins,  and  Waist  Sets.  They  had  a  phe- 
nomenal success  in  the  manufacture  and  sale  of 
the  "  Brownie  "  and  "  Mother  Goose  "  stick  pins, 
thousands  of  gross  being  sold  in  all  parts  of  the 
country.  December  ist,  1894,  William  S.  and 
Randolph  A.  Greene,  brothers  of  George  F. 
(jreene,  were  admitted  as  partners;  they  having 
for  several  years  been  identified  with  its  success. 


Randolph  A.  Greene. 


The  three  brothers  have  continued  the  business 
up  to  the  present  time.  The  firm  produced  and 
put  upon  the  market  the  first  one  piece  Beauty 
pin  in  electro  and  cheap  rolled  plate,  which  had 
a  wonderful  sale.  Their  greatest  achievement 
was  the  production  of  a  Seamless  Plated  Stone 
Ring,  which  was  perfected  after  months  of 
tedious  experiment.  Previous  to  this  time  all 
plated  stone  rings  were  made  hollow  or  with 
lead  filling.  By  their  process  they  made  a  ring 
from  a  piece  of  round  plated  seamless  solid  wire 
which  caused  a  revolution  in  plated  stone  ring 
making.  They  naturally  remained  leaders  in  this 
line  of  goods  and  have  always  mantained  a  high 
grade  and  standard  for  their  goods.  In  Decem- 
ber, 1898,  larger  quarters  being  needed  for  their 
growing  business  they  moved  to  the  building  at 
472  Potter's  Ave  ,  securing  over  6,400  square 
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feet  of  floor  space.  They  have  maintained 
Stone  and  Band  rings  as  their  specialty,  but  have 
also  made  large  quantities  of  other  goods  such 
as  Buckles,  Brooches,  Cuff  Buttons,  Beauty  Pins, 
etc.  They  were  the  originators  of  the  Cyrano 
bead  Beauty  Pins  produced  in  the  spring  of 
1899.  They  manufactured  of  this  one  pin  alone 
over  12,000,000.  Their  production  of  different 
kinds  of  Beauty  Pins  aggregate  over  25,000,000. 
They  employ  from  100  to  150  hands.  Geo.  ¥., 
William  S.,  and  Randolph  A.  Greene,  were  born 
in  Blackstone,  Mass.,  in  1861-1863-1865,  fespec- 


specialty,  and  these  goods  have  won  an  excellent 
reputation  throughout  the  country.  Average 
number  of  hands  employed,  75.  William  J. 
Braitsch,  who  is  now  sole  proprieter,  was  born  in 
New  York  city  August  18,  1863  ;  learned  the 
trade  of  a  chaser  in  Tiffany  &  Co's.,  of  New 
York,  remaining  in  the  employ  of  that  concern 
for  a  number  of  years,  after  which  he  began 
business  for  hmiself  m  the  manufacture  of  gold 
and  silver  cane  heads,  umbrella  mountings,  etc., 
developing  a  specialty  that  met  with  marked 
success  from  the  beginning. 


Factory  of  W.  J.  Braitsch  &  Co.,  472  Potter's  Avenue,  Providence. 


tively,  and  received  most  of  their  schooUng  at 
North  Adams,  Mass.  They  learned  the  jewelry 
trade  at  Chartley,  Mass.,  working  there  covering 
a  period  of  about  twelve  years.  They  are  prac- 
tical men  in  their  trade  and  take  a  personal 
supervision  of  the  several  departments  of  their 
factory. 

W.  J.  Braitsch  &  Co. — Manufacturers  of  cane 
handles  and  sterling  silver  toilet  ware.  Factory 
at  472  Potter's  Ave.,  Providence ;  salesrooms 
396-398  Broadway,  New  York  city.  The  busi- 
ness was  established  by  W.  J.  Braitsch  and 
John  Hearn  in  1887,  Mr.  Hearn's  interest  being 
purchased   in    1893.    Cane   handles    is  their 


B.  K.  Smith  &  Co. — Manufacturers  of  a  gen- 
eral line  of  gold-plated  ladies'  jewelry.  Have 
quite  a  trade  in  England.  Business  established 
by  Mr.  Smith  in  1885.  F.  A.  Fairbrother,  Jr., 
taken  into  the  company  in  1894.  Works  located 
at  No.  4  Blount  street.  Providence.  Employ  150 
hands.  Bangs  K.  Smith  was  born  in  Harwich, 
Mass.,  Sept.  20,  1840.  Began  first  to  learn  the 
trade  of  a  chaser,  and  later  acquired  a  complete 
knowledge  of  the  jewelry  manufacturing  busi- 
ness. Frederick  A.  Fairbrother,  Jr..  was  born  in 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  March  26,  1855.  First 
learned  chasing  and  later  the  entire  jewelry 
manufacturing  business.  Became  a  partner 
with  Mr.  Smith  in  1894. 
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Grimshaw,  Crossley  Mfg.  Co. — Manufacturers 
of  window  shades  and  shade  rollers  of  the  self- 
acting  pattern.    Business  established  by  Mr. 


Lawton  Crossley. 

Grimshaw  and  Mr.  Crossley  in  igoo,  Mr.  Grim- 
shaw having  had  some  twenty  years  experience 
in  the  manufacture  of  shade  rollers  and  shades 
prior  to  the  establishing  of  the  present  business. 
Works  located  at  409  Pine  street,  Providence. 
Amos  Grimshaw  was  born  in  Lancashire,  Eng- 
land, in  1856,  and  came  to  America  in  1871. 
For  some  twenty  years  he  was  engaged  in  the 
shade  roller  manufacturing  business  with  one 
of  the  largest  concerns  of  its  kind  in  this  coun- 
try. His  experience  gives  him  a  knowledge  of 
the  business  that  is  unsurpassed  by  any  manu- 
facturer in  this  line  in  New  England.  He  has 
travelled  in  foreign  countries  where  he  placed 
himself  in  touch  with  trade  abroad,  and  the 
result  of  his  efforts  has  been  an  extensive  busi- 
ness in  Itngland,  Germany,  Turkey,  Australia, 
France,  South  Africa,  South  America,  and 
other  markets  in  many  parts  of  the  world  ;  a 
really  phenomenal  foreign  trade.  Lawton 
Crossley  was  born  in  Halifax,  I^ngland,  in  1870, 
and  came  to  America  in  1881.  After  a  number 
of  years'  experience  in  other  lines  of  business  he 
associated  himself  with  Mr.  Grimshaw  in  1900 


and  the  present  company  was  formed.  The 
business  has  increased  so  rapidly  it  was  found 
necessary  to  form  a  corporation  so  as  to  provide 
greater  facilities,  and  the  charter  for  the 
company  was  received  Thursday,  March  29, 
igoi,  the  same  name  being  retained.  Capitalized 
for  $50,000.  Lawton  Crossley,  President  and 
Treasurer  ;  Amos  Grimshaw,  Vice  President  and 
General  Manager. 

Joseph  Heller  &  Co — Manufacturers  of  a 
general  line  of  ladies'  jewelry,  including  hat  pins, 
brooches,  scarf  pins,  etc  Works  at  185  P^ddy 
street,  Providence.  Business  established  in 
1899.  Employ  25  hands.  Joseph  Heller  was 
born  in  Austria  in  April,  1877.  Came  to 
America  in  1891. 

Harvey  &  Otis. — Manufacturers  of  emblems 
in  solid  gold.  Business  established  by  present 
company  in  1884.  Works  at  183  Eddy  street. 
Employ  30  hands.  Henry  W.  Harvey  was  born 
in  Providence  November.  16,  1849.  A  fine  class 
of  goods. 

Hutchison  &  Huestis. — Manufacturers  of  solid 
gold  stone  rings.    Business  established  by  the 


Amos  Grimshaw. 

same  company  in  1877.    I^mploy  35 
Works  at  185  Eddy  street,  Providence. 
Huestis  and  George  W.  Hutchison. 


hands. 
I  larvev 


AND  BUSINESS  MEN  OF  RHODE  ISLAND. 


109 


Oscar  E.  Place. —Manufacturer  of  a  fine  line 
of  solid  gold  rings.  Works  located  at  144  Pine 
street,  Jesse    Metcalf    Building,  Providence. 


Oscar  E.  Place. 


After  learning  the  trade  of  a  jeweler  as  applied 
to  manufacturing,  he  began  to  manufacture  on 
his  own  account  as  early  as  1882,  and  his  rings 
have  always  found  a  ready  market  in  all  parts 
of  the  United  States.  Employs  about  16  hands. 
With  modern  machinery  this  force  is  enabled 
to  turn  off  a  great  number  of  gold  rings  daily. 
Mr.  Place  was  born  in  East  Greenwich,  R.  I., 
May  17,  1852.  Procured  his  education  at  the 
East  Greenwich  Academy,  after  which  he 
began  to  learn  the  jewelers  trade,  meeting 
with  marked  success  throughout  his  business 
career. 

John  Austin  &  Son. — Manufacturers  of  blue 
vitriol  and  oxide  of  zinc,  and  dealers  in  fine 
gold,  silver,  copper,  gold  coin,  sand  and  black 
crucibles.  Gold  and  silver  assayers,  refiners 
and  smelters.  Business  established  by  John 
Austin  in  1862.  Works  located  at  74  .and  76 
Clifford  street.  Providence.  Since  the  death 
of  Mr.  Austin  his  son,  Aurther  E.  Austin,  has 
continued  the  business  under  the  original  firm 
name,  who  is  also  the  Treasurer  of  the  Improved 
Seamless  Wire  Co.  of  Providence.  Mr  Austin, 
senior,  was  connected  with  various  other  bank- 


ing and  manufacturing  enterprises  during  the 
greater  part  of  his  life  and  was  one  of  the  in- 
fluential men  of  the  city. 

White  Stone  Jewelry  Co. — Manufacturers  of 
imitation  diamond  jewelry  ;  general  line  of 
ladies'  and  gents'  goods.  Business  established  in 
1884  by  Ettlinger  &  Safford  the  present  pro- 
prietors. Works  at  No.  234  Chestnut  street, 
Providence.  Employ  50  hands.  James  M. 
Ettlinger  was  born  in  New  York  city  in 
1865.  William  A.  Safford  was  born  in  Boston, 
Mass.,  in  i860. 

J.  M.  Eraser  &  Co.— Manufacturers  of  a 
medium  grade  of  plated  ladies' jewelry,  including 
brooches,  hat  pins,  stick  pins,  etc.  Works  at 
129  Eddy  street.  Number  of  employes,  75. 
The  business  was  established  by  J.  M.  Eraser 
in  1894.  John  M.  P"raser  was  born  in  New 
Glasgow,  N.  S.,  June  i,  1868.  Came  to  the 
United  States  in  1887.  Learned  the  jewelers 
trade  at  the  works  of  Wade  &  Thresher,  for 
whom  he  worked  six  years  prior  to  beginning 
manufacturing  for  himself.  Mr.  Eraser  has 
developed  a  good  business,  and  has  equipped  his 


John  M.  Fraser. 

establishment  with  modern  machinery  so  as  to 
enable  him  to  produce  his  goods  in  the  most 
economical  and  rapid  manner. 


no 
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Clark  &  Coombs. — Manufacturers  of  gold 
filled  rings  in  all  kinds  of  patterns.  Works 
located  at  86  West  Exchange  street,  Providence. 
The  business  was  originally  established  m  1862 
under  the  company  name  of  Clark  &  Coombs, 
as  burnishers  and  finishers  for  a  large  silver- 
ware manufacturer  located  in  North  Attleboro, 
Mass.,  and  after  the  concern  moved  to  New 
York  they  continued  as  burnishers  of  jewelry 
for  local  houses.  In  1875  they  began  the  manu- 
facture of  rings  in  a  small  way,  and  the 
superiority  of  their  goods  immediately  attracted 
the  attention  of  the  trade,  and  a  large  demand 
was  created  throughout  the  country.  Soon 
after  the  death  of  Mr.  Coombs  in  1889,  the  firm 
moved  to  the  city  of  Providence,  where  William 
Clark,  Jr.,  continued  to  carry  on  the  business, 
his  son  William  O.  Clark  being  taken  into 
partnership  in  1882,  and  later  another  son,  Arthur 
I.  Clark.  Mr.  W.  O.  Clark  is  the  General 
Manager  of  the  business.  William  Clark,  Jr., 
was  born  in  Birmingham,  England,  and  came  to 
America  with  his  father,  who  was  the  first  to 
introduce  the  process  of  burnishing  in  the 
United  States  in  1832,  in  connection  with  a  Mr. 
Samuel  Taylor,  who  came  to  America  at  the 
same  time  for  the  same  purpose.  William  O. 
and  Arthur  I.  Clark  were  born  in  North  Attle- 
boro, Mass.  The  rings  made  by  this  company 
are  sold  extensively  throughout  the  United 
States  and  foreign  countries. 

F.  H.  Mooney. — Manufacturer  of  electro- 
plated jewelry,  such  as  rings,  stick  pins,  brooches, 
etc.  Works  located  at  1 13  Point  street.  Provi- 
dence. Frederick  H.  Mooney  was  born  in 
Lowell,  Mass.,  October  16,  1869.  Came  to 
Providence  and  learned  the  jewelry  business, 
establishing  the  present  business  in  1898.  His 
productions  have  an  extensive  sale  throughout 
the  United  States,  and  for  a  cheap  line  of  goods 
they  are  equal  to  any  made  in  the  city.  There 
are  18  hands  employed  in  the  works. 

Edward  N.  Cook  Plate  Co.— Manufacturers  of 
seamless  wire  and  gold  plate.  Business  under 
the  present  name  established  in  1901.  Works 
located  at  144  Pine  street.  Providence.  Members 
of  the  company  are  Edward  N.  Cook,  who  was 
born  in  Petersham,  Mass.,  March  2,  1857  ;  began 
business  in  Providence  in  1886.  William  C. 
Starkweather  was  born  in  Coventry,  R.  I. 
Dec.  27,  i860;  was  foreman  for  E.  N.  Cook  for 
about  12  years;  E.  Clinton  Cook  was  born  in 
Baldwinville,  R.  I.,  Sept.  12,  1881. 


Tuttle  &  Stark. — Manufacturers  of  a  gen- 
eral line  of  ladies'  electro-plated  jewelry. 
Business  established  in  1880  by  Coombs  & 
Tuttle,  later  Coombs,  Tuttle  &  Stark.  After 
six  months  Mr.  Coombs  sold  his  interest,  and 
since  that  time  the  firm  name  has  been  Tuttle 
&  Stark.  Works  at  234  Chestnut  street.  Prov- 
idence. PLmploy  80  hands.  John  H.  Tuttle 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Hanover,  N.  J.,  July 
15,  1848.  Learned  the  trade  of  a  tool  maker  in 
Newark,  N.  J.,  Asher  A.  Stark  was  born  in 
Lebanon,  Conn.,  March,  i860.  Learned  the 
trade  of  a  jeweler,  and  for  many  years  worked 
for  other  manufacturers  prior  to  becoming  a 
partner  in  the  present  firm. 

W.  F.  Main  Co. — Manufacturers  of  a  general 
line  of  gold  plated  jewelry.  Business  estab- 
lished in  1891  by  Willard  F.  Main.  Works 
located  at  67  Friendship  street,  Providence;  also 
have  a  factory  in  East  Iowa  City,  Iowa.  Sell 
all  of  their  goods  through  their  own  jobbing 
houses.  A.  F.  Roberts,  General  Supt.  of 
Eastern  Factory;  Louis  E.  Lyon,  General  Supt. 
Western  F"actory.  Some  40  hands  employed  in 
Providence  factory. 

The  Traf ton  Co. — Manufacturers  of  a  general 
line  of  gold  plated  jewelry,  mostly  ladies'  goods. 
Business  established  in  1897.  Works  located  at 
62  Page  street,  Providence.  James  G.  Trafton 
was  born  in  Dighton,  Mass.,  April  15,  1852,  and 
was  previously  in  the  jewelry  manufacturing 
business  in  Attleboro,  Mass.  Walter  E.  San- 
ford,  the  other  member  of  the  firm,  was  born  in 
Connecticut,  Oct.  22,  1855,  and  was  formerly  in 
business  in  Attleboro,  Mass. 

A.  W.  Babcock  &  Co. — Manufacturers  of  ster- 
ling silver  novelties,  their  specialty  being  cups 
and  bracelets.  Works  located  at  409  Pine  street. 
Providence.  Employ  30  hands.  Albert  W. 
Babcock,  a  native  of  Providence,  and  Robert  R. 
Babcock,  a  native  of  Apalachicola,  Fla.,  formed 
a  partnership  under  the  present  name  in  1899. 
The  company  also  make  a  specialty  of  millinery 
goods. 

C.  C.  Darling  &  Co.— Manufacturers  of  gold 
and  gold  plated  society  emblems.  Charles  C. 
Darling,  proprietor.  Works  located  at  68  West 
Exchange  street,  Providence. 

E.  W.  Holden. — Manufacturer  of  gold  plated 
jewelry.  Works  located  at  62  Page  street, 
Providence. 
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H.  N.  Pervear  Co. — Manufacturers  of  solid 
gold  and  plated  jewelry ;  make  a  general  line  of 
ladies'  and  gents'  goods.  Eactory  at  log  Eriend- 
ship  street,  Providence.  Established  in  1875  by 
Mr.  Pervear.  Employ  25  hands.  Among 
their  specialties  are  carved  and  engraved  gold 
front-bar  cuff  and  baby  pins,  ladies  and  child- 
ren's dress  sets  and  scarf  pins.  Henry  N.  Per- 
vear was  born  in  Pavvtucket.  R.  I.,  March  20, 
1843.  He  established  himself  with  his  father 
as  a  bolt  manufacturer,  and  after  a  few  years 
experience  m  this  line, 
he  began  the  manufac- 
ture of  jewelry  in  Provi- 
dence as  described 
above.  Mr.  Pervear  is 
still  a  resident  of  the 
city  of  Pawtucket,  R.  I. 

A.  Pollard  &  Co.— 

Manufacturers  of  a  gen- 
eral line  of  gold  plated 
ladies'  jewelry, including 
brooches,  stick  pins, 
bracelets,  millinery  or- 
naments, etc.  Business 
established  in  1897, 
works  located  in  the 
Bowen  Building  at  59 
Page  street.  Albert 
Pollard  was  born  in  Paw- 
tucket, R.  I.,  October 
-9)  1873  ;  Thomas  Pol- 
lard, his  brother  and 
partner  in  the  business, 
was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Penn.,  April  5,  1861 


Charles  B.  Donle. — Manufacturer  of  jewelers' 
dies  and  tools.  Works  located  at  109  P'riend- 
ship  street.  Providence.  Business  established 
in  1890.  Mr.  Donle  was  born  in  Newark,  N.  J., 
August  21,  1858.  He  began  business  in  a  small 
way,  and  has  gradually  increased  until  now  he 
has  a  well  equipped  plant,  and  an  extensive 
trade  among  the  jewelry  manufacturers  of  this 
section.  Mr.  Donle  has  carried  on  a  work  in 
the  line  of  philanthropy  for  a  number  of  years, 
somewhat  unusual  for  a  busy  manufacturer,  the 
result  of  which  has  been  the  elevation  of  many 
wayward  men  to  the  rank  of  honorable  man- 
hood, some  of  them  State  prison  convicts,  from 
the  professional  safe  cracker  down  to  the  more 


ordinary  convict.  This  kind  of  philanthropic 
work  is  certainly  commendable  although  very 
uncommon  among  manufacturers. 

David  Peabody. — Manufacturer  of  artificial 
wood  ornaments  made  by  a  preparation  of  chem- 
icals, which  include  an  almost  endless  variety  of 
designs  from  drawer  handles  to  grotesque  facial 
ornaments,  Corinthian  capitals  for  pilasters, 
Egyptian  heads,  heads  and  bodies  of  all  kinds  of 
animals,  etc.  The  only  business  of  the  kind  in 
the  state.    Business  established  in  Boston  about 

1865.  Sold  to  Gleason 
Wood  Ornament  Co.,  of 
Grand  Rapids, Michigan, 
and  located  in  Provi- 
dence in  1890.  Works 
located  in  the  Bowen 
Building, loi  PViendship 
street,  Providence. 

David  Peabody  was 
born  in  Boston,  Mass., 
April  17,  1854;  began  to 
work  for  the  company 
in  Boston,  later  was 
employed  by  the  West- 
ern company,  and  in 
1890  worked  for  Bristol 
and  Spencer  who  were 
the  owners  of  the  busi- 
ness when  first  located 
in  Providence.  About 
1894  Mr.  Peabody  as- 
sumed control  of  the 
business  which  he  has 
energetically  pushed  to 
its  present  excellent  standing  and  wide  scope, 
his  goods  selling  all  over  the  country. 

J.  H.  Collingwood  &  Co. — Manufacturers  of 
enamel  and  enamelers  of  jewelry.  Business 
established  in  1861  by  John  H.  Collingwood, 
who  was  born  in  Birmingham,  England,  in 
October,  1840.  John  R.  Davvley,  copartner  with 
Mr.  Collingvvood,  was  born  in  Providence,  in 
May,  1859.  Location  of  works,  Bowen  Build- 
ing, 107  Eriendship  street.  Providence.  The 
company  make  emblem  enameling  a  specialty. 

A.  S.  Cumerford  &  Co. — Manufacturers  of 
gold  and  silver  plate,  solders  and  ornamented 
wiresfor  the  manufacturing  trade.  Incorporated. 
Works  129  Eddy  street,  Providence.  Estab- 
lished by  Arthur  S.  Cumerford. 


Henry  N.  Pervear. 
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Bowen  Building. — The  Howen  Ikiilding  was 
built  by  Richardson  &  Hicks  in  1850,  and  known 
as  the  Richardson  &  Hicks  Building.  When 
completed  it  was  considered  the  finest  building 
for  the  manufacturing  jewelry  business  that  had 
ever  been  built  in  the  city  of  Providence,  and  its 
location  at  the  corner  of  Friendship  and  Page 
streets  gave  it  a  very  central  location.  The 
first  jewelry  manufacturers  to  occupy  the 
building  was  the  firm  of  Richardson,  Hicks  &  Co., 


been  known  as  the  Bowen  Building.  It  is  now, 
after  fifty  years  of  constant  use,  one  of  the  very 
substantial  structures  of  the  city.  The  build- 
ings constituting  the  square  between  Page  and 
Richmond  streets,  on  the  Friendship  street  side, 
also  belong  to  Mr.  Bowen  and  are  largely  used 
for  manufacturing  purposes  covering  many  thou- 
sand square  feet  of  space. 

Herman  Kern. — Manufacturer  of  gold  plated 
and  electro  plated  chains,  Gent's  Vest  Dickens, 


Bowen  Building,  Cor.  Friendship  and  Page  Streets,  Providence. 


makers  of  gold  and  gold  plated  jewelry  which  was 
in  1852.  Robert  Barton  is  now  the  oldest  occu- 
pant of  the  building,  he  having  moved  his  busi- 
nesshere  in  1857, where  he  has  carriedon  business 
in  the  same  shop  continuously  since  that  time. 
He  is  the  only  manufacturing  jeweler  in  Rhode 
Island  who  can  show  so  lengthy  an  occupancy  of 
business  premises.  It  has  always  been  occupied 
by  jewelry  manufacturers  or  kindred  trades  ever 
since  its  completion.  In  i88g  Charles  W.  Bowen 
purchased  the  property  of  Mr.  Richardson,  who 
was  then  the  sole  owner,  since  which  time  it  has 


Ponies,  and  Fobs,  Lorgnettes,  Bracelets,  Stick 
Pins,  Charms,  etc.  Works  located  in  the  Bowen 
Building,  59  Page  street,  Providence.  Mr.  Kern 
was  born  in  Providence  May  6,  1862,  and  began 
the  manufacture  of  jewelry  in  1891.  He  was  first 
employed  by  George  H.  Fuller  &  Son  of  Paw- 
tucket,  R.  I.,  whom  he  left  to  become  an  ap- 
prentice under  L.  Katzow  &  Co.,  where  he 
remained  three  years  learning  the  chain  making 
business.  He  was  next  employed  by  Babbitt 
&  Cameron,  then  by  Stanley  Bros,  for  one  year. 


after  which  he  began  business  for  himself. 
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Vennerbeck  &  Clase.— Manufacturers  of  rolled 
gold  and  silver  plate  and  wire,  gold  and  silver 
sheet  and  wire,  gold  and  silver  solder,  fancy 


Thomas  R.  Vennerbeck. 


wires  in  gold,  silver  and  brass,  fancy  border  wires 
in  brass  for  picture  frame  manufacturers,  and 
gold  and  silver  anodes  for  coloring.  Works 
located  in  the  Bowen  Building,  107  Friendship 
street.  Providence.  Business  established  in  1881 
by  Thomas  R.  Vennerbeck  and  Charles  J.  Clase, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Vennerbeck  &  Clase. 
In  1887  Mr.  C.  F.  Vennerbeck  was  admitted  to 
the  firm.  In  1891  Mr.  Clase  died,  the  firm  name 
being  continued  the  same  as  before,  Mr.  Clase's 
interest  being  purchased  by  Thomas  R.  and  C. 
F.  Vennerbeck.  Thomas  Vennerbeck  learned 
the  trade  of  a  gold  and  silver  plater,  and  after 
having  made  himself  thoroughly  proficient  in 
every  department  of  the  business,  he  began 
manufacturing  as  already  described.  He  was 
born  in  Providence  in  1856.  C.  F.  Vennerbeck, 
his  brother,  was  born  in  1864.  The  company 
do  an  extensive  business  among  the  silversmiths 
and  manufacturing  jewelers  of  this  section,  and 
their  brass  picture  frame  wires  are  sold  all  over 
the  United  States.  They  produce  some  of  the 
most  striking  patterns  in  the  latter  line  of  goods, 
and  consequently  they  are  in  great  demand 
among  the  art  metal  goods  manufacturers. 
Their  plant  is  well  equipped  with  modern  ma- 
chinery, thereby  enabling  them  to  turn  out  the 
best  of  work  in  the  most  expeditious  and  eco- 
nomical manner. 
(8) 


Fulford  &  Hobart— The  business  of  this  com- 
pany was  established  in  1891  by  Harry  Fulford, 
who  was  born  in  Birmingham,  England,  Aug. 
9,  1863 ;  came  to  America  in  1870.  First 
learned  the  trade  of  a  tool  maker.  In  1897 
Geo.  M.  Hobart  became  a  partner  in  the  busi- 
ness, and  since  that  date  the  company  name  has 
been  Fulford  &  Hobart  ;  manufacture  all  kinds 
of  metal  ornaments,  the  most  of  which  are 
used  among  the  manufacturing  jewelers. 
Employ  60  hands.  Bowen  Building,  Page 
street,  Providence. 

Williams  &  Payton — Manufacturers  of  a 
general  line  of  plate  jewelry.  Works  at  59 
Page  street,  Bowen  Building.  Business  estab- 
lished in  1 89 1  by  present  firm.  E^mploy  100 
hands.  William  H.  Williams  was  born  Feb- 
ruary 9,  1869;  William  G.  Payton  was  born  in 
August,  1867. 

The  Improved  Seamless  Wire  Co. — Manu- 
facturers of  gold  plated  wire  and  flat  stock,  ster- 
ling silver  wire  and  tubing,  solid  and  plated  gold 
tubing.  Works  at  95  Pine  street.  Providence. 
Business  established  and  .  incorporated  in  1896. 
Capitalized  for  $100,000.  Employ  16  hands. 
Officers,  Myron  H.  Fuller,  President  ;  Arthur 


C.  F.  Vennerbeck. 


E.  Austin,  Treasurer.  During  the  past  four 
years  the  company  has  developed  an  extensive 
business. 
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Robert  Barton. — Manutacturer  of  rolled  gold 
novelties  in  jewelry,  including  hat  pins,  waist 
sets,  cuff  buttons,  stick  pins,  etc.  Also  gold 
and  sterling  silver  goods.  Business  established 
in  1853  as  I'eck,  Proctor  &  Barton,  their  factory 
being  located  at  the  corner  of  Page  and  Clifford 
streets.  Mr.  Barton  moved  into  the  Richardson 
&  Hicks  building  in  1857,  now  the  Bowen  build- 
ing, cor.  of  Friendship  and  Page  Sts,,  Providence, 
where  he  has  remained  ever  since,  showing  a 
continuous  occupancy  of  the  premises  of  forty- 
four  )"ears.  Mr.  Bar- 
ton was  born  April  4, 
1827,  in  Warren,  R.  1. 
He  began  as  a  travel- 
ing salesman  in  the 
jewelry  business  sev- 
eral years  before  he 
began  manufacturing 
on  his  own  account. 
He  is  now  the  third 
oldest  manufacturing- 
jeweler  in  active  bus- 
iness in  the  city  of 
Providence.  During 
the  many  years  that 
Mr.  Barton  has  car- 
ried on  business  he 
has  brought  out  many 
striking  designs,  and 
his  goods  have  always 
stood  very  high  with 
the  trade  throughout 
the  country. 

W.  J.  Feeley  Co.— 

Manufacturers  of 
church  and  ecclesiastical  goods  in  gold,  silver 
and  brass.  Business  established  by  W.  J.  Fee- 
ley  in  1875.  Incorporated  in  1892.  Works  lo- 
cated at  185  Eddy  street.  Providence.  Employ 
about  100  hands.  Officers:  William  J.  P'eeley, 
President  and  Treasurer;  R.  H.  Feeley,  Secre- 
tary. William  J.  P'eeley  was  born  in  Provi- 
dence, January  19th,  1855.  Learned  the  trade 
of  a  silversmith  of  Knowles  &  Webster,  and 
worked  a  number  of  years  as  a  journeyman  be- 
fore beginning  business  on  his  own  account. 

The  H.  A.  Kirby  Co. — Manufacturers  of  a 
staple  line  of  gold  and  diamond  jewelry,  in- 
cluding brooches,  scarf  pins,  link  buttons,  studs, 
hat  pins,  lorgnettes,  etc.    lousiness  established 


Robert  Barton. 


in  1886  by  Kirby,  Mowry  &  C'o,,  Incorporated 
in  September,  1896.  Capitalized  for  ^8300,000. 
Employ  125  hands.  Works  located  in  the  Ada 
]5uilding,  85  Sprague  street,  Providence.  Henry 
A.  Kirby,  Treasurer. 

C.  Minahan  &  Co.— Manufacturers  of  gold 
plated  jewelry;  general  Hne.  Business  estab- 
lished in  1897.  Works  located  at  53  Clifford 
street,  Providence.  P^mploy  25  hands.  Cor- 
nelius Minahan,  the  proprietor,  was  born  in 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  in  April,  i860. 

J.  Briggs  &  Sons 
Co.  —  Manufacturers 
of  jewelers'  stock  in 
the  line  of  wire,  tub- 
ing and  plate.  Busi- 
ness established  by  J. 
Briggs  in  1849.  In- 
corporated in  1890. 
Capitalized  for  ^100,- 
000.  Works  located 
at  59  and  65  Clifford 
street,  Providence. 
Employ  30  hands. 
Officers:  Jeremiah 
Briggs,  President  ; 
George  Briggs,  Sec- 
retary and  Treasurer; 
Charles  Briggs,  Vice 
President. 

Fletcher,  Burrows 
&  Co.  —  Manufactur- 
ers of  a  general  line 
of  gold  plated  jewelry. 
Business  established 
in  1881,  the  present 
company  coming  into  possession  of  the  business 
in  1891.  Works  located  at  53  Clifford  street, 
Providence.    Employ  about  50  hands. 

W.  C.  Randall. — Enameler  of  jewelry  and 
other  goods.  Business  established  in  1893. 
Works  located  at  163  Pine  street,  Providence. 
Walter  C.  Randall  was  born  in  Providence,  Feb- 
ruary 3,  1868     Employs  15  hands. 

Conley  &  Straight. — Gold  and  silver  refiners. 
Business  established  in  1896.  Works  located  at 
236  Eddy  street.  Providence.  Employ  10  hands. 

J.  D.  Warren  &  Co.  — Manufacturers  of  solid 
gold  rings.  Business  established  by  W.  O.  Hutch- 
ins  &  Co.  and  succeeded  by  the  present  com- 
pany in  1894.    Works  located  at  2i  I^ddy  street. 
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Palmer  &  Capron. — Manufacturers  of  rolled 
plate  and  sterling  silver  rings.  In  former  years 
they  manufactured  a  general  line.  Works  lo- 
cated at  167  Dorance  street,  Providence.  Bus- 
iness established  by  John  S.  Palmer  and  Chris- 
tian Stave,  a  Norwegian  tool  maker,  in  July, 
1845,  under  the  firm  name  of  Palmer  &  Stave. 
About  1853  the  firm  name  became  Palmer  & 
Capron  and  has  been  retained  ever  since.  Mr. 
Capron  sold  his  interest  in  the  business  about 
1890,  and  died  in  1897.  The  members  of  the 
firm  at  present  be- 
sides Mr.  Palmer  are 
his  son  Julius  Palmer, 
a  native  of  Provi- 
dence, and  Eenalon 
A.  Peirce,  also  a  na- 
tive of  Providence. 
John  S.  Palmer,  the 
oldest  active  jewelry 
manufacturer  in  the 
city  of  Providence, 
was  born  in  Newport, 
R.  I.,  March  22,  1824. 
After  learning  the 
jewelry  trade  he  be- 
gan business  on  his 
own  account  and  has 
continued  in  that  line 
of  business  contmu- 
ously  for  more  than 
fifty-five  years. 

Wm.  Loeb  &  Co.— 

Manufacturers  of 
composition  gold  rings,  made  by  a  secret  pro- 
cess; great  variety  of  styles,  from  plain  band  to 
imitation  stone  rings  of  various  colors.  Busi- 
ness established  in  1880;  the  business  in  Provi- 
dence begun  in  1887.  Works  located  in  the 
Manufacturers'  Building,  loi  Sabin  street, 
Providence.  Employ  120  hands.  William  Loeb, 
the  sole  owner  of  the  business,  was  born  in 
Barnwell  Court  House,  South  Carolina,  in  1856. 

Barstow  &  Williams. — Manufacturers  of  ster- 
ling silver  novelties.  Business  established  in 
1890.  Works  located  in  the  Manufacturers' 
Building,  7  Beverly  street,  Providence.  Firm 
composed  of  Nathaniel  Barstow  and  Walter  S. 
Williams. 

M.  Fitzgerald  &  Co. — Manufacturers  of  solid 
^old  rings  and  chains.    Factory  at   185  Eddy 


John  S. 


street,  Providence.  Established  in  1870  by  Mr. 
Fitzgerald  Michael  Fitzgerald  was  born  in 
Dublin,  Ireland,  August  26,  1838.  Came  to 
America  in  1849.  Learned  the  trade  of  a 
jeweler  in  Providence  and  soon  after  became 
a  manufacturer. 

Alfred  Vester  &  Son.  —  Manufacturers  of 
jewelers'  findings,  and  all  kinds  of  metal  orna- 
ments. Business  established  in  1896  by 
Alfred  Vester.  Works  located  at  26  Calen- 
der street,  Providence.    Employ  35  hands. 

E.  A.  Potter  &  Co. 
Manufacturers  of  a 
general  line  of  gold 
plated  jewelry,  in- 
cluding brooches, 
pins,  links,  studs,  etc. 
Business  established 
by  Edward  A.  Potter, 
in  1885,  who  was  born 
in  Providence,  Janu- 
ary 7,  1852.  Works 
located  at  71  Peck 
street.  Providence. 

Geo.  J.  Smith  &  Co. 
— Manufacturers  of 
gold  plated  jewelry,  a 
general  line,  includ- 
ing brooches,  stick 
pins,  etc.  Business 
established  in  New 
York  city,  in  1830, 
and  later  established 
Palmer.  Providence,  R.  I. 

Works  located  at  167  Dorrance  street,  Provi- 
dence. Members  of  the  firm  are  as  follows: 
Geo.  J.  Smith,  a  native  of  New  York;  Nathaniel 
T.  Allen,  born  in  Pawtucket. 

Mossberg  &  Granville  Mfg.  Company. — Manu- 
facturers of  power,  drop  and  foot  presses,  rolling 
mills,  rod  mills,  wire  drawmg  machinery,  roller 
bearings,  type-writers,  and  jewelers'  machinery. 
Business  originally  established  in  Attleboro, 
Mass.,  under  the  name  of  the  Mossberg  Mfg.  Co., 
and  sold  out  and  located' in  Providence.  Incor- 
porated by  Louis  Dean  Speir,  Harold  Bunker 
and  A.  J.  Munson,  August  6,  1896;  Capital- 
ized for  $700,000.  Employ  200  hands.  Works 
located  in  the  Manufacturers  Building,  loi 
Sabin  street,  Providence.  Officers:  George  F. 
Vietor,  President  ;  Charles  Howard  Smith, 
Secretary  and  Treasurer ;  W.  W.  Gibbs, 
General  Manager. 
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Wm.  C.  Greene  &  Co.— Manufacturers  of  a 
general  line  of  ^^old  jewelry,  including  rings, 
brooches,  scarf  pins,  link  buttons,  etc.  The 
business  was  established  in  icS4g  under  the  firm 
name  of  Mathewson  &  Greene,  in  a  building  on 
the  site  now  occupied  by  Mall  &  I.yon's  drug 
store  on  Westminster  street.    In  1853  the  firm 
moved  to  Page  street  and  located  in  the  Rich- 
ardson &  Hicks  building.    Soon  after  this  Mr. 
John  T.  Mauran  became  a  member  of  the  firm, 
and  the  name  was   changed  to  Mathewson, 
Greene  &  Mauran.  In 
1854  Mr.  Mathewson 
withdrew  and  the  firm 
name  was  changed  to 
Greene, Mauran  &  Co. 
Mr.    Greene  closed 
his  connection  with 
this  firm  in  Decem- 
ber,  1865.    In  1866 
he  continued  in  the 
manufacturing  jew- 
elry  business  under 
the  name  of  Greene 
&     Bliss,    on  Pine 
street,  in  which  local- 
ity he  remained  near- 
ly twenty-eight  years. 
Upon  the   death  of 
his    partner,  Alfred 
Bliss,    in    1869,  his 
brother,     Chas.  H. 
Bliss,    was  admitted 
as  a  member  of  the 
firm,  who  afterwards 
lost  his  life  in  the 
Metis  disaster,  August  30,  1872.    In  1873  the 
firm  name  became  Wm.  C.  Greene  &  Co.,  under 
which  name  it  is  now  conducted,  Mr.  Greene 
being  now  the  sole  owner.    Wm.  C.  Greene  was 
born  in  East  Greenwich,  R.  I..  August  19,  1826. 
With  one  exception  he  is  now  the  oldest  active 
manufacturer  of  jewelry  in  the  city  of  Provi- 
dence.   The  works  are  now  located  in  the  Man- 
ufacturers Building,  loi  Sabin  street. 

Wightman  &  Hough  Co. — Manufacturers  of 
gold  and  rolled  plate,  and  sterling  silver  lockets, 
charms,  seals,  miniature  brooches,  frames  and 
medallions.  Business  established  in  1856.  In- 
corporated in  1893.  Capitalized  for  ^100,000. 
Employ  100  hands.  Works  located  in  the  Man- 
ufacturers Building,  7  Beverly  street,  Provi- 


William  C.  Greene. 


dence.  Officers  :  Walter  V.  Hough,  President 
and  Treasurer;  M.  J.  15aker,  .Secretary.  One  of 
the  oldest  plants  of  its  kind  in  the  state.  Make 
a  first  class  line  of  goods. 

Lord  &  Case. — Manufacturers  of  a  general 
line  of  gold  plated  jewelry.  Business  established 
by  the  present  owners  in  1895.  Works  at  62 
Page  street,  Providence.  Employ  from  40  to  60 
hands.  Charles  W.  Lord  was  born  m  Manches- 
ter, N.  H.,  Oct.  16,  1853.  E.  Case  was 
born  in  Woodstock,  Vt.,  in  1856. 

H.  Lederer  &  Bro. 

— Manufacturers  of 
gold  plated  chains 
and  collar  buttons. 
Business  was  estab- 
lished in  1895.  Works 
located  at  227  Eddy 
street.  Providence. 
Employ  about  40 
hands. 

E.  Brown  &  Co.— 

Manufacturers  of  gold 
plated  rings.  Busi- 
ness established  in 
1880.  Works  located 
at  71  Peck  street,. 
Providence.  Employ 
about  50  hands. 

Marden  &  Kettlety. 

— Manufacturers  of  a 
general  line  of  electro 
plated  jewelry.  Works 
in  Manufacturers 
Building,  7  Beverly 
street.  Providence. 
25  hands  ;  now  em- 
Marden  was  born  in 
1854.    Charles  L. 


In  1890  they  employed 
ploy    135.    Frank  W. 
Epsom,  N.  H.,    in  June, 
Kettlety  was  born  in  Millville,  Mass.,  in  Novem- 
ber, 1863. 

Charles  E.  Hancock  Co. — Manufacturers  of 
solid  gold  brooches,  scarf  pins,  link  buttons, 
studs,  rings,  and  diamond  mountings.  Works 
in  Manufacturers  Building,  7  Beverly  street. 
Providence.  FZmploy  75  hands.  Business 
established  by  Hancock,  Becker  &  Co.,  in  1893. 
Incorporated  in  1900.  Capitalized  for  ;^  120,000. 
Officers,  Charles  E.  Hancock,  President 
and  Treasurer ;  Mrs.  Charles  E.  Hancock, 
Secretary. 
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Manufacturers'  Building. —  The  Manufactur- 
ers JUiilding  was  erected  in  1892  by  the  Kent  & 
Stanley  Co.,  the  building  then  being  styled  the 
Kent  &  Stanley  Building,  and  designed  with  the 
idea  of  catering  to  the  manufacturing  jewelry 
business.  The  officers  of  the  first  corporation 
were :  Edwin  F.  Kent,  Treasurer,  who  was  the 
prime  mover  in  the  enterprise,  and  Arthur  W. 


Ikiilding  Co.,  the  officers  being :  Charles 
Fletcher,  President ;  Edwin  Milner,  Vice-Presi- 
dent ;  F.  A.  Chase,  Treasurer ;  H.  A.  Hunt, 
Secretary.  The  building  is  now  fully  occupied, 
principally  by  manufacturing  jewelers,  the  floor 
space  now  let  being  220,000  sc[uare  feet.  The 
building  is  one  of  the  largest  in  New  England 
devoted   to   manufacturing   purposes,    and  its 
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Manufacturers'  Building,  Sabin,  Aborn,  Mason  and  Beverly  Streets,  Providence. 


Stanley,  President.  The  property  cost  $550,000. 
In  1895  the  company  was  reorganized  as  the 
Kent  &  Stanley  Co.,  Limited,  and  the  following- 
year  the  name  was  changed  to  the  Manufac- 
turers Building.  In  1897  the  property  was  sold 
at  auction,  and  it  was  bid  in  for  $290,000.  The 
building  is  now  owned  by  the  Manufacturers 


equipment  for  power,  electric  lighting,  w-ater 
supply,  etc.,  is  unsurpassed.  It  is  fully  pro- 
tected against  fire  by  a  sprinkler  system,  and  is 
in  every  way  an  up  to  date  building,  well  built, 
with  every  facility  for  shipping  light  or  heavy 
goods  expeditiously,  and  is  very  near  the  freight 
depot  and  yards. 
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Martin,  Copeland  &  Co. — Manufacturers  of 
golil  chains  and  rings,  and  optical  goods,  Ikisi- 
ness  established  by  Martin,  Copeland  (S:  Co.  in 
January,  1880,  Henry  Gorman  then  being  a 
member  of  the  firm.  Works  located  in  the 
Manufacturers  Building,  roi  Sabin  street, 
Providence,  lunploy  150  hands.  William  A. 
Copeland  was  born  in  Foulton,  N.  Y.,  May  30, 
1849.  Sylvester  G.  Martin,  born  June  29,  1821. 
Jefferson  County,  N.  B.  ,who  died  January,  1898., 
Edgar  W.  Martin,  who  became  a  member  of  the 
firm  May,  1880,  born  in  Pawtucket,  July  5,  1852. 

Chapin  &  Hollister  Co. — Manufacturers  of 
rolled  plate  chains  of  fine  quality  for  ladies'  and 
gents'  wear.  Business  established  in  1898  by 
William  P,  Chapin  and  Frederick  R.  Hollister, 
and  incorporated  the  same  year.  Capitalized 
for  ;^30,ooo.  Employ  60  hands.  Works  located 
in  the  Manufacturers  Building,  loi  Sabin  street, 
Providence.  Officers :  Frederick  R.  Hollister, 
President;  William  P.  Chapin,  Treasurer; 
William  P.  Chapin,  Jr.,  Secretary. 

H.  C.  Lindol  &  Co. — Manufacturers  of  a  gene- 
ral  line  of  gold  jewelry,  including  rings,  buttons, 
scarf  pins,  etc.  Business  established  by  Harry 
C.  Lindol  in  1885,  the  partnership  formed  in 
1898.  Works  located  in  the  M  anufacturers 
Building,  7  Beverly  street,  Providence.  The 
members  of  the  firm  are  Harry  C.  Lindol,  who 
was  born  in  Providence,  in  1845;  Harry  J.  Hilde- 
brand,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.;  J.  H.  A.  Moultrop 
of  Providence;  S.  J.  McMillen  of  Providence. 

Esser  &  Barry. — Manufacturers  of  white 
stone  and  imitation  diamond  jewelry.  Began 
business  in  Providence  in  1895.  Works  located 
in  the  Manufacturers  Building,  loi  Sabin  street. 
Providence.  Claim  to  be  the  largest  manu- 
facturers of  this  line  of  goods  in  this  country. 
James  F.  Barry  was  born  in  New  York  city, 
F'eb.  19,  i860.  F^rank  F^sser  was  born  in  Newark, 
N.  J.,  January  2,  1859. 

A.  T.  Wall  &  Co — Manufacturers  of  rolled 
gold  plate  and  wire.  Great  variety  of  designs 
for  the  manufacturing  jewelers  and  metal 
workers.  Business  established  by  Ashbel  T. 
Wall,  who  was  born  in  Providence,  March 
I,  1861.  Works  located  in  the  Manufacturers 
Buildmg,  [01  Sabin  street,  Providence.  Km- 
ploy  60  hands. 

J.  E.  &  H.  L.  Brown.— Manufacturers  of 
paper  cop  tubes  for  mule  spindles  in  cotton 


mills,  for  winding  the  yarn  into  a  kind  of  cone 
shape  for  insertion  in  the  shuttle.  They  manu- 
facture only  a  fine  grade  of  tube.  lousiness 
established  in  1889.  Works  located  in  the 
Manufacturers  I^uilding,  10 1  Sabin  street, 
Providence.  John  E.  Brown,  the  senior  mem- 
ber of  the  firm,  was  born  in  Providence,  Dec- 
ember I,  185 1.  Herbert  L.  Brown  was  born  in 
Providence,  January  i,  1856.  The  goods  made 
by  this  company  are  sold  not  only  in  Rhode 
Island,  but  all  over  New  England  among  the 
cotton  manufacturers,  and  some  in  Canada. 

T.  E.  Bennett  &  Co.  — Manufacturers  of  a  gen- 
eral line  of  eletro-plated  jewelry,  together  with 
separable  stud  backs  and  button  findings. 
Thomas  E.  Bennett  was  born  in  Attleboro, 
Mass.,  Sept.  2,  1875.  Began  business  in  Provi- 
dence in  1894.  Works  located  in  Manufac- 
turers Building,  7  Beverly  street,  Providence. 

Parks  Bros.  &  Rogers — Manufacturers  of  gold 
and  rolled  gold  plate  jewelry,  including  collar 
buttons,  link  buttons,  studs,  chain,  etc.  Mem- 
bers of  the  firm  are,  Geo.  W.  Parks,  Wm.  C. 
Parks,  and  Everett  I.  Rogers.  Works  located  in 
the  Manufacturers  Building,  7  Beverly  street, 
Providence. 

D.  R.  Child  Novelty  Co. — Manufacturers  of 
aluminum  goods  in  a  hundred  different  patterns. 
Business  established  by  Daniel  R.  Child  in  1893. 
Works  located  at  113  Point  street.  Providence. 
Mr.  Child  was  born  m  East  Smithfield,  Penn., 
June  27,  1827.  Learned  the  jewelry  trade  and 
worked  at  the  business  until  he  established  the 
aluminum  business,  which  has  been  a  successful 
undertaking. 

Ford  &  Carpenter. — Manufactures  of  gold  and 
silver  novelties  and  mountings  for  leather  goods. 
Successors  to  W.  E.  White  &  Co.  Works  lo- 
cated in  the  Manufacturers  Building,  loi  Sabin 
street,  Providence.  Employ  55  hands.  J.  Par- 
ker F^ord  is  a  native  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  J. 
Perry  Carpenter  was  born  in  Shrewsbury,  Mass., 
in  September,  1847. 

Linton  &  Co. — Manufacturers  of  rolled  gold 
plate,  wire  and  tubing  Business  established  in 
1886  by  Andrew  Linton,  who  was  born  in  Provi- 
dence, Oct.  24,  1857.  Works  at  95  Pine  street, 
Providence. 

W.  &  S.  Blackinton. — Manufacturers  of  gold 
plated  chains.  Works  located  in  the  Manufac- 
turers Building,  10 r  Sabin  street.  Providence. 
Works  formerly  located  in  Attleboro,  Mass. 
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H.  E.  Brown  &  Co. — Do  electro-plating  or 

coloring  of  gold  and  silver  jewelry,  a  process  the 
same  as  the  electro  depositing  of  copper  and 


Herbert  E.  Brown. 

other  metals  with  the  exception  of  iron,  which 
requires  a  somewhat  different  process.  Busi- 
ness established  in  1870  under  the  name  of  H . 
E.  Brown  &  Co.,  Solomon  VV.  Young  being  the 
partner  with  Mr.  Brown.  After  one  year  Mr, 
Brown  bought  his  partner's  interest  and  became 
the  sole  owner.  Although  several  men  have 
been  given  an  interest  in  the  business  at  different 
times  during  the  past  thirty  years,  Mr.  Brown 
has  always  been  at  the  head  of  the  concern  and 
he  is  now  the  sole  proprietor.  During  the 
various  changes  in  partnerships  the  original 
name  of  the  firm  has  been  retained.  The  plant 
is  equipped  with  all  of  the  modern  appliances  for 
doing  this  kind  of  work,  and  anything  that  will 
add  to  the  quality  of  the  productions  and 
facilitate  the  process  Mr.  Brown  spares  no 
money  or  pains  to  procure,  so  as  to  be  abreast 
of  the  times  m  every  line  of  advancement  and 
improvement.  The  company  has  retained  many 
of  the  houses  that  it  did  business  with  twenty- 
five  years  ago,  besides  adding  many  of  the  new 
concerns  that  have  come  into  existence  in  more 
recent  years.  Herbert  E.  Brown  was  born  in 
Seekonk,  Mass..  February   5,  1847,  began 


life  as  a  singer  and  nuisic  teacher.  He  soon 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  he  did  not  care  to 
make  music  a  life  calling,  and  accordingly  estab- 
lished himself  in  tlie  electro-plating  business. 
He  is  now  probably  the  oldest  colorer  of  jewelry 
in  the  city  of  Providence.  Works  located  at 
107  Eddy  street,  Providence. 

Geo.  Becker  &  Co.— Manufacturers  of  a  gen- 
eral  line  of  solid  gold  jewelry.  Business  estab- 
lished by  George  Becker  in  igoo.  Works  lo- 
cated at  86  Page  street,  Providence.  Employ 
about  25  hands. 

Otis  Bros. — Assayers  and  refiners.  Smelting 
works  located  at  187  Eddy  street,  Providence. 
William  N.  Otis  and  Orin  M.  Otis  constitute 
the  firm. 

A.  L.  Sweet. — Manufacturer  of  gold  plated 
rings,  hat  pins,  etc.  Works  at  95  Pine  street, 
Providence. 

H.  J.  Astle  &  Co. — Manufacturers  of  piece  tin 
ware  and  general  kitchen  furnishings.  Busi- 
ness established  in  1884.  Works  and  store 
house  located  at  118  Orange  street,  Providence. 

Fletcher  Manufacturing  Co. — Manufacturers 
of  braids  and  webbing  and  a  great  variety  of 
small  wares,  including  every  kind  of  boot,  shoe 
and  corset  laces,  in  black,  white  and  colors, 
stove  and  lamp  wicks,  braided  bandings,  glace, 
himalaya  braids,  plain  braids  and  bobbins,  stay 
bindings,  spool  tapes,  printer's  tapes  and  bone 
casings.  Business  established  in  1793  by 
Thomas  Eletcher.  Incorporated  in  1865. 
Works  located  on  Charles  and  Back  streets, 
Providence.  There  are  a  number  of  factories 
clustered  together  filled  with  modern  machinery 
for  the  manufacture  of  their  great  variety  of 
goods,  and  their  productions  find  a  market  in  all 
parts  of  the  world.  Some  800  hands  are  em- 
ployed. A  modern  steam  plant  furnishes  the 
power.  Officers  of  the  company  are:  William 
B.  Eletcher,  President  ;  William  Ames,  Treas- 
urer ;  John  O.  Ames,  Secretary.  This  is  one 
of  the  oldest  and  most  substantial  manufactur- 
ing plants  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island. 

McKnight  Artificial  Limb  Co. — Manufacturers 
of  artificial  limbs  from  wood  and  composites. 
Business  established  in  1897.  Works  located 
at  107  Westmister  street.  Providence.  John  A. 
McKnight,  the  proprietor,  was  born  in  New 
York,  November  2,  1861.  Learned  the  trade 
before  beginning  business  for  himself. 
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McWilliams  Manufacturing  Co. — Manufactur- 
ers of  jewelers'  and  silversmiths'  machinery  of 
all  kinds ;  also  special  machinery.  Business 


John  McWilliams. 


established  by  John  McWilliams  in  1871.  In- 
corporated in  1875.  Capitalized  for  ^20,000. 
Employ  20  hands.  Works  located  at  237  Eddy 
street,  Providence.  Officers:  John  McWilliams, 
President  and  Treasurer  ;  Thomas  McWilliams, 
Secretary,  who  has  been  a  member  of  the  com- 
pany since  its  incorporation ;  William  Cook, 
Foreman.  John  McWilliams,  the  President  and 
Treasurer  of  the  company,  was  born  in  the 
North  of  Ireland,  February  5,  1840.  Came  to 
America  about  1847.  Learned  the  trade  of  a 
machinist  in  the  city  of  Providence,  and  after 
completing  his  time,  he  was  foreman  for  a 
Providence  shop  for  about  a  year  when  he  re- 
signed to  begin  manufacturing  on  his  own 
account.  He  is  one  of  the  pioneers  in  the 
manufacture  of  the  class  of  machinery  that  he 
produces,  and  the  plant  is  one  of  the  largest  in 
the  country.  Their  assortment  of  patterns  is 
the  largest  of  any  firm  in  the  business,  they 
having  bought  the  patterns  formerly  owned  by 
the  Willets  Machine  Co.  and  H.  Blundell  &  Co. 
They  have  filled  some  very  large  orders  during 
their  business  career.  They  have  sold  to  the 
Brooklyn  Watch  Case  Co.  over  $100,000  worth 
of  watch  making  machinery,  and  other  concerns 


nearly  as  large  orders.  Mr.  McWilliams  has 
been  one  of  the  most  successful  builders  of  ma- 
chinery of  any  in  the  state  of  Rhode  Island. 
He  has  enjoyed  somewhat  of  a  political  career. 
Was  a  member  of  the  City  Council  from  the 
Ninth  Ward  during  the  years  1882  and  1883, 
and  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
from  the  same  ward  in  1884  and  1885.  During 
President  Cleveland's  administration  he  was  ap- 
pointed Collector  of  the  Port  of  Providence, 
serving  from  1884  for  about  five  years. 

The  company  employ  the  most  skilled  work- 
men, and  their  equipment  of  machinery  is  the 
best  that  can  be  procured. 

Harvey  &  Otis. — Manufacturers  of  gold  em- 
blems. Business  established  in  1884.  Works 
located  at  183  Eddy  street,  Providence.  Henry 
W.  Harvey  was  born  in  Gloucester,  R.  I.,  in 
October,  1850.  Samuel  A.  Otis  was  born  in 
Providence,  in  November,  1849. 

Chase  Mfg.  Co.  — Manufacturers  of  plated 
novelties  in  ladies'  and  gents'  jewelry.  Walter 
W.  Chase  was  born  in  Providence,  December 
15,  1866.  William  A.  Greene,  member  of  the 
firm,  was  born  in  I£ast  Greenwich,  R.  I.,  Jan- 
uary 2,  1834.  Business  established  by  the  same 
members  of  the  firm  in  1899.  Works  located  at 
40  Clifford  street,  Providence. 

Albert  F.  Fuller. — Silver,  brass  and  aluminum 
castings.  Makes  a  specialty  of  fancy  castings 
for  chains  and  other  ornaments  used  by  manu- 
facturing jewelers ;  also  statuettes.  Business 
established  in  1881.  Works  located  at  227 
VAdy  street,  Providence.  Mr.  Fuller  was  born 
in  Cranston,  R.  I.,  February  16,  1831. 

Geo.  H.  Holmes  &  Co. — Manufacturers  of  a 
general  line  of  gold  plated  jewelry.  Business 
established  by  Smith  &  Holmes  in  1883;  dis- 
solved in  1884  and  succeeded  by  Geo.  H. 
Holmes  &  Co.  Works  located  at  183  Eddy 
street.  Providence. 

Wm.  H.  Miller  &  Sons.— Machine  and  tool 
forgings  of  all  kinds,  builders'  work ;  jewelers' 
tools,  such  as  tongs,  turning  tools,  dies,  hubs, 
cutter  plates  and  jack  dies ;  general  blacksniitli- 
ing  and  jobbing.  Works  located  at  194,  196,  198, 
200  and  202  Eddy  street,  and  39,  41,  43  and  45 
Clifford  street,  Providence.  Employ  30  hands. 
Probably  the  largest  blacksmithing  estab- 
lishment   in    tlio    city.      Business  ostablishod 
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by  William  H.  Miller  in  1866,  who  was 
bom  in  Swansea,  Mass.,  in  October,  1828, 
and     who     died     in     Providence     in  May, 


William  H.  Miller. 


1901.  x-Vbram  Crowell  became  a  partner  in 
the  business  the  same  year,  March  i,  1866, 
the  firm  name  being  Crowell  &  Miller,  and  after 


Jeremiah  W.  Miller. 


three  and  a  half  years  he  sold  his  interest  to  Gil- 
bert Sisson,  which  was  in  1869,  when  the  firm 
name  became  Miller  &  Sisson.  After  seventeen 
montlis  he  sold  his  interest  to  Simon  W.  Cam- 
eron, who  was  a  partner  in  the  business  for  seven 
and  a  half  years,  under  the  firm  name  of  Wm. 
H.  Miller  &  Co.  January  i,  1880,  Mr.  Miller 
bought  the  entire  business,  and  Mr.  Cameron 
retired.  That  year  Mr.  Miller  took  his  two  sons 
in  as  partners  in  the  business,  the  firm  name 


William  F.  Miller. 


being  changed  to  Wm.  H.  Miller  &  Sons,  which 
name  has  been  retained  to  the  present  time. 
Wm.  H.  Miller  represented  his  ward  in  the  City 
Council  for  two  years,  1879  'i"^'  1880,  now  the 
Sixth  but  then  the  Ninth  Ward.  Jeremiah  W. 
Miller  was  born  in  Providence,  in  May  1853, 
and  is  at  present  a  member  of  the  City  Council 
from  the  Sixth  Ward.  Has  been  in  business 
with  his  father  since  1880.  William  F.  Miller, 
who  has  been  in  business  with  his  father  since 
1880,  was  born  in  Providence,  March,  1856.  The 
business  has  grown  from  four  forges  to  twelve, 
and  the  plant  is  equipped  with  four  power  ham- 
mers and  one  600-pound  steam  hammer,  besides 
all  of  the  other  necessary  machines  and  tools 
required  in  a  business  of  this  kind,  including 
two  band  saws,  three  milling  machines,  one 
upright  drill  and  two  cutting-ofif  machines. 


122 


lUOGRAIM  I ICAL  IIIS'|-()RY  OK  T\\\i  \T  A  N  U  KACTU  R  1':KS 


Adams  Bros.— Manufacturers  of  jeweler's  and 
special  machinery,  and  do  a  general  jobbing 
business.    Business  established  in  November, 


George  W.  Adams. 


1885,  by  George  W.  and  Charles  M.  Adams. 
Works  located  al  220  to  224  Eddy  street,  Provi- 
dence. In  April,  igoo,  George  W.  Adams 
bought  his  brother's  interest  and  became  the 
sole  proprietor.  He  was  born  in  Canterbury, 
Conn.,  October  23,  1838.  Came  to  Providence 
and  learned  the  trade  of  a  machinist,  where  he 
worked  as  a  journeyman  for  a  number  of  years. 
In  1873  he  was  one  of  the  partners  of  the  Brad- 
ford Machine  Co.,  of  Providence,  and  after 
closing  his  connection  with  that  concern  he  was 
employed  for  ten  years  in  the  same  line  of  busi- 
ness with  other  concerns.  After  this  he  joined 
with  his  brother  Charles  in  establishing  the 
present  business  under  the  firm  name  of  Adams 
Bros.  Their  machinery  has  always  been  con- 
sidered as  fine  and  as  well  made  as  any  that  has 
ever  been  turned  out  in  the  city  of  Providence 
Their  patented  double  acting  foot  and  screw 
presses,  which  were  brought  out  December  18^ 
1894,  have  proved  very  valuable  machines  for 
the  manufacturing  jewelers. 

J.  H.  Gallagher  &  Co. — Manufacturers  of  a  gen- 
eral line  of  ladies'  jewelry,  in  electro-plated  goods, 
including  breast  pins,  hat  pins,  scarf  pins,  etc. 


Works  at  409  I'ine  street,  Providence.  Business 
established  by  Mr.  Gallagher  in  1897,  who 
learned  the  jewelers'  trade  and  labored  for  other 
concerns  for  many  years.  James  H.  Gallagher 
was  born  in  Providence,  Sept.  1,  1854. 

F.  T.  Pearce  &  Co. — Manufacturers  of  gold 
pens,  gold  plated  pen  holders,  pencils,  stylo- 
graphic  and  fountain  pens.  Business  estab- 
lished in  1880  by  Frank  T.  Pearce,  who  was 
born  in  Providence,  November  13,  1848.  Works 
located  in  the  Ada  Building,  85  Sprague  street, 
Providence.  Employ  50  hands.  Aldridge  G. 
Pearce  born  in  Providence  April  2,  1875.  Goods 
sold  all  over  the  United  States,  and  export 
largely. 

Starry  E.  Budlong. — Manufacturer  of  a  gen- 
eral line  of  gold  plated  and  brass  jewelry.  Busi- 
ness established  in  1889  under  the  firm  name 
of  S.  E.  Budlong  &  Co.,  Thos.  G.  Hunt  being  a 
partner  in  the  business  for  nine  years,  Mr. 
Budlong  purchasing  his  interest  in  1899.  Works 
located  at  129  Eddy  street,  Providence.  Mr. 
Budlong  was  born  in  Warwick,  R.  I.,  Sept. 
I,  i860. 

S.  S,  Wild  &  Son. — Enamelers  of  jewelry  and 
silverware.  Business  established  by  S.  S.  Wild 
in  1863.  Works  located  at  181  Eddy  street. 
Providence.  Employ  40  hands.  S.  S.  Wild 
was  born  in  Milton,  Mass.,  August  28,  1830. 
S.  S.  Wild,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Attleboro,  Mass., 
July  28,  1861.  One  of  the  best  equipped  plants 
in  the  state  for  this  line  of  business. 

S.  K.  Grover  &  Co.  — Manufacturers  of  a  gen- 
eral line  of  jewelry  and  sterling  silver  novelties. 
Business  established  by  Samuel  K.  Grover  ni 
1891.  The  other  member  of  the  firm  is  Joseph 
Rosenberg.  Works  located  at  183  Eddy  street. 
Providence. 

New  England  Pearl  Co. — Manufacturers  of 
pearl  jewelry  and  novelties.  Business  estab- 
lished in  1893  by  R.  E.  Pahle  who  was  born  in 
Berlin,  Germany,  November  28,  1857.  Works 
located  at  40  Clifford  street.  Providence.  Em- 
ploy 30  hands. 

Union  Jewelry  Co. — Manufacturers  of  cheap 
jewelry  and  novelties  in  brass.  Business  es- 
tablished in  1898  by  William  D.  Stone  of  Provi- 
dence. Works  located  at  409  Bine  street. 
Providence. 
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H.  C.  Luther  &  Co. — Lapidaries  and  manu- 
facturers of  imitation  precious  stones,  also  man- 
ufacturers' supplies,  including  creal  steps,  sew- 
ing machine  washers,  valves  for  automatic 
sprinklers,  and  general  glass  workers.  Works 
located  at  227  Eddy  street,  Providence.  Busi- 
ness established  in  1858  by  Henry  C.  Luther  in 
the  town  of  Attleboro,  Mass.,  where  he  re- 
mained for  about  three  years,  afterwards  mov- 
ing to  Providence,  where  he  has  carried  on  bus- 
iness almost  continuously  ever  since,  develop- 
ing  a    large  trade 


throughout  the  coun- 
try, although  his  prin- 
cipal trade  is  here  in 
Rhode  Island.  Mr. 
Luther  was  born  in 
Scituate,  R.  I.,  Sep- 
tember 25,  183 1 .  He 
completed  his  educa- 
tion at  the  Smithville 
Seminary,  in  Scitu- 
ate, and  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  he  went  to 
sea,  and  was  engaged 
in  the  coasting  and 
West  India  trade  for 
a  period  of  ten  years. 
After  leaving  the  sea 
he  learned  the  trade 
of  a  lapidary,  and 
in  1858  he  began  bus- 
iness for  himself  in 
East  Attleboro,  where 
his  works  were  de- 
stroyed by  fire.  The 
building  being  rebuilt, 
Mr.  Luther  again 
started  in  business, 
breaking  out  of  the  rebellion 


his  interest  in  1868,  when  he  immediately  began 
business  on  his  own  account  under  the  name  of 
H.  C.  Luther  &  Co.,  on  Page  street.  In  1870 
he  sold  his  business  to  John  Morrow,  purchased 
a  vessel,  and  again  entered  into  the  coasting 
business.  Two  years  later,  in  1872,  Mr.  Luther 
entered  the  lapidary  business  again,  and  has 
continued  in  that  line  ever  since,  manufacturing 
a  great  variety  of  goods  from  glass,  and  building 
up  an  extensive  trade.  Anything  that  can  be 
made  in  glass  Mr.  Luther  can  produce,  and  the 

demand  for  his  line  of 
goods  is  very  exten- 
sive. His  plant  is 
ec|uipped  with  all  of 
the  modern  machin- 
ery and  appliances 
necessary  to  the  pro- 
duction of  the  various 
lines  of  goods  that  he 
turns  out.  This  is 
another  industry  that 
has  been  a  great  credit 
to  the  city,  because 
it  has  enabled  her  to 
take  one  step  higher 
in  the  line  of  manu- 
factures that  have 
given  her  the  reputa- 
tion of  producing  a 
great  variety  of  man- 
ufactured articles, 
greater  perhaps  than 
most  of  the  manufac- 
turing cities  of  the 
country. 

Mr.    Luther  was 
elected  from  the  town 


Henry  C.  Luther. 

and  continued  until  the    of  Johnston  to  the  House  of  Representatives  in 


In  1862  he  en- 
listed as  an  ordinary  seaman  in  the  United  States 
Navy.  Here  he  served  his  country  for  two 
years,  was  selected  in  August,  1862,  by  Lieut. 
F.  M.  Bunce,  from  the  deck,  and  promoted  to 
Ship's  Yeoman,  by  Capt.  Jno.  M.  Blitz,  serv- 
ing under  Admirals  Porter,  Farragut  and  Lee, 
part  of  the  time  on  board  of  the  warship  Penob- 
scot and  part  of  the  time  on  the  Sonoma,  and 
was  honorably  discharged  in  April,  1864.  In 
1865  he  again  resumed  the  lapidary  business,  lo- 
cating in  the  city  of  Providence  in  1866  in  com- 
pany with  Henry  Atkinson,  to  whom  he  sold 


1897  and  1898,  and  m  1899  he  was  elected  to 
represent  his  town  in  the  State  Senate,  where 
he  performed  his  part  in  making  the  laws  of  our 
State  in  an  acceptable  manner.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Johnston  Town  Council  in  1895, 
and  was  at  one  time  a  member  of  the  School 
Committee  of  the  city  of  Providence,  prior  to 
taking  up  his  residence  in  the  town  of  Johnston. 
Mr.  Luther's  genial  nature  combined  with  his 
long  experience,  qualifies  him  as  a  business  man 
of  more  than  ordinary  calibre,  and  his  tact  in 
meeting  the  trade  is  one  of  the  factors  of  his 
success.  He  is  now  (190O  giving  his  attention 
to  fixing  a  residence  on  a  farm  in  the  town  of 
Exeter,  R.  L,  where  he  can  enjoy  rural  life. 


124 


BKXiRAI'IIICAL  HISTORY  OI'   TJI1<:  M AN UI-ACTU R I':RS 


Hutchison  and  Huestis. — Manufacturers  of 
solid  gold  rings,  diamond  mountings,  and  dia- 
mond rings     lousiness  established  by  George 


George  W.  Hutchison. 

W.  Hutchison  and  Harvey  Huestis  in  1877 
under  the  firm  name  of  Hutchison  &  Iluestis,  in 
the  Fitzgerald  Building,  185  Eddy  street,  Provi- 
dence, their  present  location,  although  additions 
to  the  space  occupied  by  them  originally  have 
twice  been  necessary  to  make  room  for  added 
machinery  and  more  hands.  George  W.  Hut- 
chison was  born  in  Troy,  N.  Y.,  April  8,  1849. 
He  graduated  from  the  Troy  Academy,  and 
began  business  life  in  the  office  of  a  hat  manu- 
facturer in  Newark,  N.  J.  The  eight  years 
immediately  prior  to  the  establishment  of  the 
present  business  he  was  employed  as  salesman 
by  one  of  the  oldest  importers  of  precious 
stones  in  Maiden  Lane,  New  York.  Harvey 
Huestis  was  born  in  Wallace,  Nova  Scotia,  in 
1848.  He  came  to  the  United  States  when 
quite  a  young  man  and  learned  the  jewelry  busi- 
ness in  Attleboro  and  Providence.  After  serving 
his  time  he  began  manufacturing  on  his  own 
account  in  company  with  a  Mr.  Smith  under 
the  firm  name  of  Smith  &  Huestis,  their  factory 
being  located  on  Page  street,  Providence.  After 
a  few  years  he  sold  his  interest,  and  the  firm  of 
Hutchison  &  Huestis  was  formed,  in  1877,  their 
production  being  the  finest  of  anything  made  in 


the  city  of  Providence,  and  the  company  have 
met  with  remarkable  success  ever  since  they 
began  business,  their  goods  meeting  with  a 
ready  sale,  and  their  high  standard  of  quality 
proving  a  permanent  advertisement  with  the 
trade  that  handle  their  productions.  This  is 
one  of  the  concerns  that  has  helped  to  give  the 
city  of  Providence  the  reputation  of  producing 
the  finest  goods  in  the  jewelry  line  that  are 
made  in  this  country.  Mr.  Huestis,  being  a 
practical  jewelry  manufacturer,  has  charge  of 
the  mechanical  part  of  the  business,  and  Mr. 
Hutchison  has  sole  charge  of  the  office  and 
business  end  of  the  establishment,  his  experience 
in  New  York  in  the  precious  stone  business 
proving  of  great  value  to  the  firm.  Their  goods 
sell  extensively  throughout  the  United  States 
and  Canada,  and  some  in  foreign  countries.  At 
different  times  the  company  have  created  a 
number  of  inventions  in  their  line  for  which 
they  have  received  patents,  and  their  goods  are 
considered  as  fine  as  any  made  in  America.  To 
produce  the  high  class  goods  made  by  the  firm 
require  the  services  of  the  most  skilled  work- 
men, each  one  of  whom  is  thoroughly  proficient 
in  the  several  parts  of  the  business.  They 
employ  a  number  of  expert  tool  makers  which 


Harvey  Huestis. 

enables  them  to  produce  new  designs  continually 
and  so  to  keep  fully  abreast  of  the  times  with 
the  latest  and  most  up-to-date  goods. 
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J.  L.  Crandall  &  Co. — Manufacturers  of  14-k 
i  and  i2-k  gVy  hand-burnished  vest  charms- 
Omega  bracelets,  patented  solderless  padlocks 


Joseph  L.  Crandall. 


and  slides,  guards,  etc.,  in  gold  plate  and  silver. 
Business  established  January  i,  1896,  by  J.  L. 
&  N.  M.  Crandall.  Works  located  at  99  Stewart 
Street,  Providence.  Employ  some  50  hands. 
Joseph  L.  Crandall  was  born  in  Lebanon,  Conn., 
March  7,  1866.  When  about  eighteen  years  of 
age  he  borrowed  sufficient  money  to  enter  the 
works  of  the  Brown  &  Sharpe  Mfg.  Co.,  to  learn 
the  trade  of  a  machinest,  completing  his  time 
in  1888.  He  then  went  to  North  Attleboro, 
Mass.,  and  engaged  with  G.  W.  Cheever  &  Co., 
where  he  remained  about  two  years,  afterwards 
entering  the  employ  of  H.  F.  Barrows  &  Co., 
of  the  same  town,  taking  charge  of  their  tool 
department,  holding  this  position  for  two  years. 
He  then  went  to  work  for  R.  Blackington  & 
Co.,  following  which  he  entered  into  business  on 
his  own  account  making  jewelers'  tools,  but 
during  the  year  that  he  was  in  business  the 
times  were  very  dull  in  the  manufacturing  line, 
and  he  returned  to  R.  Blackington  &  Co.,  where 
he  remained  until  1896,  when  he  again  went  in- 
to business,  this  time  manufacturing  jewelry, 
his  brother  being  a  partner,  and  doing  all  the 
travelling,  while  he  superintended  the  factory 
end  of  the  business.    In  1900  he  purchased  his 


brother's  interest,  since  which  time  he  has  been 
the  sole  proprietor,  retaining  the  original  name 
of  the  company.  Mr.  Crandall  owes  his  success 
largely  to  his  patent  solderless  padlocks  which 
he  has  sold  extensively  throughout  the  country 
among  the  manufacturers  and  jobbers.  Mr. 
Crandall  is  the  son  of  Joseph  C.  Crandall,  of 
Lebanon,  Conn.,  one  of  the  prominent  poli- 
ticians of  that  section  of  the  State,  who  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  State  Legislature  for 
two  years,  a  member  of  the  Senate  for  the 
same  length  of  time,  and  at  one  time  was 
County  Commissioner. 

Queen  Dyeing  Co. — Dyers  of  cotton  piece 
goods  into  analine  blacks  only.  One  of  the 
largest  plants  in  the  country.  Business  estab- 
lished by  Albert  Horton,  B.  J.  Horton  and  W. 
Penn  Mather  in  1893.  Incorporated  in  1895. 
Capitalized  for  $25,000.  Works  located  rear 
589  Atwell's  avenue,  Providence.  Employ  300 
hands.  Officers  :  W.  Penn  Mather,  President  ; 
Albert  Horton,  Treasurer;  B.  J.  Horton, 
Secretary. 

Jeremiah  H.  Bates. — Manufacturer  of  the 
Bates  patent  well  curb,  composed  of  a  plain  box 
with  crank  with  self-filling  and  self-tipping 
bucket.  Business  established  by  Mr.  Bates  in 
1857  in  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  but  soon  located 
his  plant  in  Providence.  Patent  granted  in 
1858.  Used  extensively  throughout  the  United 
States  and  Canada.  Works  located  at  195  Dyer 
street.  Providence.  Mr.  Bates  was  born  in  Cov- 
entry, R.  I.,  April  17,  1830.  Was  first  a  con- 
tractor and  builder,  building  some  of  the  largest 
blocks  in  New  Bedford. 

Snow  &  Westcott. — Manufacturers  of  a  gen- 
eral line  of  14-k  gold  jewelry.  Business  estab- 
lished in  1834  by  G.  &  S.  Owen.  Works  located 
in  the  Jesse  Metcalf  Building,  158  Pine  street. 
Providence.  Employ  30  hands.  James  P.  Snow 
was  born  in  Boston,  Mass.,  September  22,  1839 ; 
Charles  E.  Westcott  was  born  in  Providence, 
August  13,  1848. 

The  Bliss  Chester  Co. — Manufacturers  of  brass 
and  sheet  metal  goods.  Business  established 
July  I,  1900.  Works  located  at  31  Mathewson 
street.  Providence.    Employ  25  hands. 

Hanley  &  Murdy. — Assayers  and  refiners. 
Business  established  in  1895.  Works  located 
at  189  Eddy  street.  Providence.  Patrick  Hanley 
was  born  in  Ireland,  February,  1844. 
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M.  F.  Williams.-  Manufacturer  of  pearl  and 
i)lali,-il    ]\'\\clr\-.     Ilusiness   estal)lislic(l  in 
j8(;7    by    Al.    1''.    Williams.      Ca]iitalize(l  fnr 


Manuel  F.  Williams. 


$18,000.  Numlier  of  employes,  80.  Works 
located  at  99  Stewart  street.  Providence.  Man- 
uel Francis  Williams  was  born  in  Providence, 
September  2,  1869.  At  the  age  of  eleven  years 
he  went  to  work  for  the  jewelry  manufacturing- 
concern  of  the  Royce,  Allen  Co.,  as  errand  boy, 
and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  he  had  worked  up  to 
such  a  degree  of  proficiency  that  the  company 
made  him  foreman  of  the  engraving  department 
of  their  establishment.  Later  he  was  promoted 
to  head  order  clerk  for  the  entire  establishment. 
For  the  last  eight  years  of  the  fourteen  that  Mr. 
Williams  was  employed  by  this  company  he  was 
foreman  of  the  pearl  department.  In  1894, 
having  a  desire  to  enter  the  manufacturing  field 
himself,  he  took  one  of  the  pearl  workmen  .and 
witli  him  started  into  the  pearl  jewelry  business 
under  the  firm  name  of  The  New  England  Pearl 
Co.,  at  40  Clifford  street.  In  1897  the  partner- 
ship was  dissolved,  and  Mr.  Williams  started 
into  business  alone  at  the  rear  of  226  Eddy  street 
with  a  factory  40x80  feet.  In  April,  1901,  he 
moved  his  plant  to  his  ])resent  location  at  9c) 
Stewart  street,  where  he  has  a  factory,  modern 
in  every  respect,  45x115  feet.  Mr.  Williams 
has  earned  a  reputation  for  manufacturing  a 
superior  line  of  goods,  which  are  sold  all  over 
the  United  States  and  Canada,  and  is  one  of  the 
very  creditable  jewelry  manufacturing  estab- 
lishments of  the  cit\'  of  Providence. 


George  Hamilton.  Manufacturer  of  jewelers' 
tools  of  all  kinds.  l'"igured  rolls  a  specialty. 
Business  established  by  Mr.  Hamilton  in  1895. 
Works  at  95  Pine  street,  Providence.  Born  in 
New  Ipswich,  N.  H.,  January  8,  1854.  Was  in 
the  employ  of  other  tool  making  concerns  for 
twenty-five  years  prior  to  beginning  business  for 
himself. 

L.  J.  Roy  &  Co.  —  Manufacturers  of  collar 
buttons,  chains,  and  a  general  line  of  specialties 
made  in  rolled  gold.  Business  established  in 
1900.  Works  located  in  the  Fitzgerald  Build- 
ing, 47  Clifford  street,  Providence.  Employ  20 
hands.  Levi  J.  Roy  was  born  in  Canada,  De- 
cember 26,  1863.  He  learned  the  jewelry  man- 
ufacturing business  in  the  employ  of  the  firm  of 
T.  I.  Smith,  No.  Attleboro,  Mass.,  in  1879,  where 
he  remained  until  1888.  He  was  employed  by  a 
number  of  manufacturing  jewelers  in  the  city  of 
Providence,  among  them  Fred  I.  Marcy.  In 
1897  he  began  manufacturing  on  his  own  ac- 
count as  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  Roy  &  Mina- 
han,  continuing  under  this  title  until  1900,  when 
the  firm  name  became  L.  J.  Roy  &  Co.,  Mr. 


Levi  J.  Roy. 


Roy  being  the  sole  proprietor.  Their  goods  are 
sold  extensively  throughout  the  United  States 
and  Canada. 
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Edward  N.  Cook  Plate  Co.  — Manufacturers  of 
rolled  g'uUl  and  silver  plate,  gold  ])lated  seaniless 
wire  for  optical  goods  and  jewelry,  cane  head 


Edward  N.  Cook. 


stock,  all  kinds  of  plain  and  fancy  tul«ng  in  gold, 
silver  and  plate  ;  also  manufacturers  of  aluminum 
and  silver  solders,  and  gold  solders  in  all  karats, 
business  established  by  Edward  X.  Cook  in 
1886.    Incor]-iorated  in  March,  iQoi,  under  the 


E.  Clinton  Cook. 


present  name ;  capitalized  for  $50,000.  Employ 
ij  hands.  Works  now  located  in  the  Jesse 
Metcalf  Ikiilding,  144  Pine  street,  Providence. 
Officers  of  the  company:  Edward  N.  Cook, 
President  and  Treasurer;  P2.  Clinton  Cook, 
Secretary  ;  William  C.  Starkweather,  Superin- 
tendent. Edward  N.  Cook  began  business  as  a 
bookkeeper,  and  afterwards  learned  the  business 
of  a  gold  plater.  After  acquiring  the  details  oi 
the  business  he  began  manufacturing  on  his  own 
account  at  129  Eddy  street,  then  at  62  Page 
street,  where  he  remained  for  nine  vears,  or 
mitil  the  Jesse  Metcalf  r')uilding  was  completed, 
w  hen  he  was  the  first  to  move  in.  His  business 
gradually  increased  until  this  year,  when  a  cor- 
l)oration  was  formed  and  larger  quarters  were 
secured  in  the  building.     .Mr.  Cook  was  born 


William  C.  Starkweather. 


in  Petersham,  Mass.,  March  2,  1857.  E.  Clin- 
ton Cook  was  born  in  Baldwinville,  Mass.,  Sept. 
12,  1882.  After  graduating  from  the  Provi- 
dence Bryant  and  Stratton  Business  College,  he 
began  as  bookkeeper  for  his  father  in  1898,  and 
became  a  member  of  the  company  upon  its 
incorporation  in  1901,  being  elected  its  Secre- 
tary. William  C.  Starkweather,  after  graduating 
at  the  F'rovidence  Bryant  and  Stratton  Business 
College,  engaged  with  Hamilton  Bros.,  chain 
makers,  of  Providence,  where  he  remained  six 
years.  He  then  carried  on  a  grocery  business 
for  five  years,  after  which  in  1888  he  entered  the 
emplov  of  Edward  N.  Cook,  where  he  has 
remained  ever  since,  becoming  a  member  of  the 
company  upon  its  incorporation.  He  is  Super- 
intendent of  the  factory.  Pie  was  born  in 
Coventry,  R.  E,  Dec.  27,  i860. 


128 


BIor.RAl'IIICAT,  HISTORY  OF  Till':  MANUFACTURKKS 


The  R.  L.  Griffith  &  Son  Co.  Manufacturers 
of  S4'<il<l  and  gold  plated  ladies'  and  gents'  jew- 
elry, including-  scarf  pins,  brucjches,  belt  buckles, 


Rufus  L.  Griffith. 


and  an  extensive  line  of  seamless  gold  shell  rings. 
Works  located  at  144  to  158  Pine  street,  Jesse 
Metcalf  Building,  Providence.  Incorporated  in 
1897.  Capitalized  for  $40,000.  Employ  75 
hands.  Officers:  Rnfus  L.  Griffith,  President; 
Walter  A.  Griffith,  Secretary  and  Treasurer.  The 
business  was  established  in  1879  by  Sanger  & 
Griffith.  Rufus  L.  Griffith,  the  President  of  the 
companv,  was  born  in  Carver,  Mass.,  December 
2,  1832.  He  came  to  Rhode  Island  in  1844,  and 
began  an  apprenticeship  in  the  jewelry  business 
at  the  age  of  eighteen  with  Sackett,  Davis  & 
Potter,  serving  three  years.  After  serving  his 
apprenticeship  he  went  to  work  for  Palmer  & 
Richardson,  where  he  remained  for  about  seven 
years.  After  an  experience  in  other  shops  of 
the  city,  he  engaged  with  John  T.  Mauran,  and 
was  with  him  for  thirteen  years.  In  1879  he 
began  as  a  manufacturing  jeweler  as  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  Sanger  &  (iriffith,  whose  location 
was  on  Pine  street,  and  later  located  at  129  Eddy 
street.  At  the  end  of  two  years  Mr.  Sanger 
sold  his  interest  in  the  business,  and  Walter  A. 
Griffith  was  admitted  to  the  firm,  the  name  then 
being  changed  to  R.  L.  Griffith  &  vSon.    In  1897 


the  business  was  incorjxjrated  under  the  name 
of  The  k.  L.  Griffith  &  S(_)n.  Co.  Walter  A. 
Griffith  was  born  in  Providence,  April  26,  1863. 
lie  received  his  education  in  the  Providence 
]niblic  schools,  graduating  from  the  High  Schocjl 
at  the  age  of  sixteen,  being  the  youngest  in  his 
class.  He  then  entere<l  the  emjjhjy  (jf  Sanger  & 
Griffith  as  bookkeeper,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
he  began  as  traveling  salesman  and  l)ecame  a 
member  of  the  firm,  being  the  youngest  sales- 
man and  manufacturer  in  the  city  of  Providence. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and 
other  prominent  societies.  The  company  sell 
their  goods  all  over  the  United  States  and 
Canada,  and  in  foreign  countries.  Their  plant 
is  equipped  with  modern  machinery.  Also  a 
com])lete  electro-plating  department.  For  their 
superior  productions  the  company  received  a 
medal  and  diploma  at  the  World's  Fair  in  1893. 
The  works  of  the  company  are  located  in  one  ol 
the  most  substantial  buildings  in  the  city,  erected 
speciallv  for  the  jewelry  manufacturing  busi- 
ness. Since  the  beginning,  in  1879,  there  has 
been  a  steadv  increase  in  the  volume  of  the 
business,  until  today  it  is  one  of  the  most  exten- 
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Schofield,  Battey  &  Co. — Manufacturers  of  a 
general  line-  nf  ^oM  ])lalc(l  novelties  in  ladies' 
and    t^ents'    it'welrv.      llnsiness    estal)lislie(l  in 


William  A.  Schofield. 


Plainville,  Mass.,  in  April,  1888,  by  Lambert, 
Schofield  &  Co.  Works  now  located  in  the  Jesse 
Metcalf  Building',  144  Pine  street.  Providence. 
Employ  100  hands.  William  A.  Schofield  was 
born  in  Plainville,  Mass.,  August  31,  1865.  He 
learned  the  jewelry  business  with  Schofield, 
Aston  &  Co.,  in  the  old  Stephen  Richardson 
I'uilding  of  North  Attleboro,  Mass.  After 
serving  his  apprenticeship  with  this  firm,  he  was 
employed  by  the  Plainville  Stock  Co.,  of  Plain- 
ville, Mass.,  as  their  assistant  foreman,  where  he 
remained  eight  years.  After  this  he  came  to 
Providence  and  engaged  with  Hancock,  Becker 
&  Co.,  where  he  stayed  one  year,  having  charge 
of  their  shipping  department.  When  the  busi- 
ness of  Schofield,  y\ston  &  Co.,  of  Plainville, 
Mass.,  was  sold  out  in  1888,  Messrs.  Scliofield 
and  Lambert  bought  the  plant,  where  they  began 
business  under  the  firm  name  of  Lambert,  Scho- 
field &  Co.,  remaining  there  about  two  years. 
At  the  end  of  that  time,  becoming  convinced  that 
the  facilities  for  carrying  on  the  manufacturing 
jewelry  business  in  the  city  of  Providence  were 
su])erior  to  those  of  IMainville,  they  moved  their 
plant  to  this  city  in  November,  1889,  locating  at 


22O  iuldy  Street.  Upon  the  completion  of  the 
Jtsse  Metcalf  liuilding  they  secured  rcjoms  for 
tlieir  factory  here  and  were  al)out  the  first  firm 
to  move  into  this  modern  jewelry  manufactur- 
ing building.  In  December,  ]898,  Mr.  Lambert 
sold  his  interest  in  the  business  to  Mr.  Schofield, 
and  the  same  month  Mr.  C.  W.  Battey  was  taken 
in  as  a  partner.  Charles  W.  Battey  was  born  in 
Providence  March  12,  1869.  He  was  for  a  num- 
l;er  of  years  traveling  salesman  for  the  jewelry 
manufacturing  firm  of  Waite,  Mathewson  &  Co., 
of  Providence.  His  extensive  experience  on 
the  road  is  of  necessity  of  great  advantage  to 
the  company  of  which  he  is  a  member.  Mr. 
Battey  covers  the  entire  western  field  and  other 
sections  of  the  country,  while  Mr.  Schofield 
takes  care  of  a  territory  nearer  home,  because 
his  services  as  the  practical  man  of  the  firm  are 
required  in  the  factory  more  often  than  those  of 
his  partner.  The  goods  made  by  this  company 
are  among  the  best  of  their  class  made  in  the 
citv,  and  they  are  sold  all  over  the  United  States 
and  Canada,  some  being  sold  in  foreign  coun- 
tries.   Their  plant  is  one  of  the  best,  being 


Charles  W.  Battey. 


e(|uip])ed  vvitli  all  modern  machinery,  which 
enables  tliem  to  ])roduce  the  best  results  eco- 
nomically and  rapidly. 
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William  Bens. — Manufacturer  of  sterling 
silver  novelties  for  ladies'  and  gentlemen's  wear. 
Business  established  by  William  Bens  in  1890. 


William  Bens. 


Works  located  in  the  Jesse  Metcalf  Building, 
158  Pine  street,  Providence.  Employs  50  hands. 
William  Bens  was  born  in  Cologne,  Germany, 
March  13,  1853.  He  came  to  the  United  States 
in  June,  1866,  and  established  himself  in  the 
manufacturing  jewelry  business  in  1890,  after 
having  served  a  term  of  years  with  other  com- 
panies in  the  Attleboros  and  Providence.  Mr. 
Bens  possesses  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
business,  and  his  plant  is  equipped  with  ma- 
chinery of  the  latest  designs,  which  enables  him 
to  produce  the  finest  of  work  in  an  economical 
and  expeditious  manner. 

Wolstenholme  Mfg.  Co. — Manufacturers  of 
gold  plated  jewelry,  a  general  line.  Business 
established  in  1889  by  John  C.  Wolstenholme, 
A.  M.  Wolstenholme  is  a  member  of  the  firm. 
Works  located  in  the  Jesse  Metcalf  Building, 
158  Pine  street,  Providence.    Employ  40  hands. 

Wildprett  &  Saacke. — Manufacturers  of  solid 
gold  rings.  Business  established  in  1887  by 
William  Wildprett  ;  partnership  formed  August 
I,  1888.  Gustave  Saacke  partner  in  the  business- 
Works  located  in  the  Jesse  Metcalf  Buildmg, 
1 58  Pine  street,  Providence. 


Jesse  Metcalf  Building.— This  building  was 
built  m  1896,  more  especially  for  the  manufac- 
turing jewelers'  business,  its  location  being  on 
Pine,  Richmond  and  Page  streets,  in  the  city  of 
Providence.  The  building  was  named  in  honor 
of  Jesse  Metcalf,  and  is  owned  by  his  two 
daughters,  Mrs.  William  C.  Baker  and  Mrs. 
Eliza  G.  Radeke.  The  length  of  the  building 
on  Pine  street  is  195  feet,  120  feet  on  Rich- 
mond street,  and  85  feet  on  Page  street,  five 
stories  high,  with  two  main  entrances  on  Pine 
street,  each  being  equipped  with  a  combination 
passenger  and  freight  elevator.  The  ground 
floor  is  devoted  principally  to  stores.  The  win- 
dows being  close  together  and  very  large,  there 
being  two  light  shafts  in  the  centre,  the  build- 
ing is  well  lighted  during  day  time  and  a  com- 
plete electric  lighting  plant  supplies  light  in  the 
evening  hours  or  for  night  work.  The  power  is 
also  electric,  furnished  by  a  complete  plant  in 
the  building,  the  shafting  of  each  plant  being 
independent  of  other  shops.  Each  story  is  thir- 
teen feet  high,  and  the  windows  extend  to  the 
top  of  the  rooms.  Drop  posts  of  hard  pine  are 
carried  up  to  each  shop  from  solid  foundations 
of  concrete  and  granite,  and  every  room  is 
equipped  with  the  latest  improved  forges, 
with  wind  pipes,  sanitary  arrangements,  etc. 
PZverything  about  the  building  is  modern  in 
every  respect. 

Whitehead  Brothers  Co. — Foundry  and  mold- 
ers'  supplies.  Business  established  about  i860 
by  Charles  and  William  Whitehead.  The  pres- 
ent company  was  organized  in  1893.  Plant  at 
42  South  Water  street,  Providence.  Alfred  J. 
Miller  is  General  Manager  of  the  Providence 
branch  of  the  business,  and  also  Vice-President 
of  the  company.  The  foundry  trade  of  New 
England  is  said  to  be  nearly  all  supplied  by  this 
house,  which  includes  molding  sand,  fire  clay, 
foundry  facings,  etc.  The  company  get  their 
supply  from  their  various  sand  pits  and  works 
which  are  located  in  some  fourteen  different 
localities  in  New  Jersey,  New  York  and  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Excelsior  Steam  Engine  and  Machine  Co. — 

Manufacturers  of  the  "  Excelsior  "  steam  engine, 
specially  designed  as  an  upright  engine  for 
small  plants.  Works  located  at  30  Friendship 
street.  Providence.  The  business  is  carried  on 
under  the  management  of  John  Borland,  Jr. 
Repair  work  of  all  kinds  is  done  by  the  company. 
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Samuel  Moore  &  Co. — Manufacturers  of  jew- 
elers' and  silversmiths'  supplies,  including  orna- 
mented and  beaded  wire,  flat  stock,  etc.,  in  all 
kinds  of  metals.  Works  at  178  Eddy  street, 
Providence.  Samuel  Moore,  who  established 
the  business  in  1882,  was  born  in  Falmouth, 
Mass.,  in  September,  1844.  He  early  learned 
the  machinist  trade  in  the  works  of  the  Mason 
Machine  Co.,  of  Taunton,  Mass.,  and  had  a 
thorough  experience  in  the  building  of  locomo- 
tives and  other  machinery.  His  experience  in 
this  line  is  of  great  advantage  to  the  company 
in  their  present  business,  because  a  practical 
machinist  is  required 
to  keep  the  machin- 
ery of  the  plant  in 
proper  running  order, 
many  of  their  ma- 
chines being  auto- 
matic and  somewhat 
complicated,  especial- 
ly their  bead  wire  and 
bead  chain'machines, 
of  which  Mr.  Moore 
is  the  inventor  and 
sole  owner,  and  is 
also  the  foundation  of 
their  present  exten- 
sive business. 

Henry  F.  Mencke. 

— Manufacturer  of 
steel  stamps.  Busi- 
ness established  in 
1899.  Works  located 
in  the  Jesse  Metcalf 
Building,  158  Pine 
street.  Providence.  Samuel 

Rhode  Island  Wire  Works.— Manufacturers 
of  all  kinds  of  wire  cloth,  wire  screens,  fencing, 
trellis  frames,  etc.  Business  established  about 
1873  by  G.  Campbell,  who  purchased  the  busi- 
ness of  two  other  concerns  and  consolidated 
their  interests  with  that  of  the  present  company. 
J.  H.  Campbell,  who  has  been  connected  with 
the  business  for  some  twenty  years,  is  the  act- 
ing manager.  Works  at  20  Clifford  street ; 
office  at  III  Union  street.  Providence,  R.  I. 

E.  J.  Ettlinger. — Manufacturer  of  a  general 
line  of  gold  plated  jewelry,  and  white  stone 
goods.    Business  established  in  1880.  Works 


located  in  the  Jesse  Metcalf  Ikiilding,  158  Pine 
street.  Providence.  Employ  40  hands.  Edward 
FLttlinger  was  born  in  Newark,  N.  J.,  in  October, 

Thornton  Bros.  —  Manufacturers  of  gold 
plated  lockets  and  emblems.  Business  estab- 
lished in  1877  by  James  A.  Thornton  and  John 
L.  Thornton.  Works  located  at  158  Pine  street. 
Providence.  Employ  50  hands.  John  L. 
Thornton  was  born  in  Warren,  R.  I.,  Septem- 
ber, 1850. 

A.  Herrick  &  Co. — Manufacturers  of  jewelers 
findings ;  principally  ring    findings.  Business 

established  in  1898. 
Works  located  at  158 
Pine  street.  Provi- 
dence. Employ  10 
hands.  Alvin  Her- 
rick is  a  native  of 
Providence.  Charles 
D.  Heaton,  partner 
in  the  business,  born 
in  Indiana,  March  2, 
r86i. 

P.  S.  Eddy.— Man- 
ufacturer of  a  general 
line  of  solid  gold  and 
plated  gents'  jewelry. 
Works  at  144  Pine 
street,  Jesse  Metcalf 
Building,  Providence. 
Employ  14  hands. 
Began  to  learn  the 
jewelers  trade  in 
1844,  and  after  serv- 
ing some  time  as  a 
journeyman  with 
other  manufacturing 
concerns,  in  1872  he  began  business  on  his 
own  account  in  company  with  a  Mr.  Coggeshall, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Coggeshall  &  Eddy,  con- 
tinuing for  six  years,  and  then  for  about  six 
years  under  the  firm  name  of  Eddy  &  Blake.  In 
1886  began  to  carry  on  business  alone  and  has 
done  so  ever  since.  Pembroke  S.  Eddy  was 
born  in  Providence,  July  27,  1830. 

Standard  Jewelry  Co. — Manufacturers  of 
gold  and  sterling  silver  emblems,  college  and 
class  pins.  Business  established  in  March, 
1898.  Works  located  in  the  Jesse  Metcalf 
Building,  158  Pine  street.  Providence. 


Moore. 
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Irons  &  Russell. — Manufacturers  of  gold  and 
gold  plated  society  emblems  of  all  kinds.  Works 
located  in  the  old  Sackett  Building,  102  Friend- 


Charles  F.  Irons. 


ship  street,  Providence.  Employ  75  hands. 
Business  established  in  1861  by  Charles  F.  Irons, 
who  was  born  in  Providence,  April  17,  1839. 
Mr.  Irons  began  first  to  manufacture  oride 
lockets,  and  soon  after  made  the  regimental 
numbers  and  letters  for  the  Rhode  Island  reg- 
iments, and  later  the  corps  badges,  and  from 
these  he  gradually  worked  into  the  manufacture 
of  emblems,  which  are  at  the  present  time  the 
sole  product  of  the  company.  Their  plant  is 
equipped  with  all  modern  machinery  and  appli- 
ances for  carrying  on  their  business,  everything 
connected  with  the  manufacture  of  their  emblems 
being  done  in  their  factory,  including  enameling, 
coloring,  engraving,  and  all  of  the  tool  making. 
Their  products  sell  all  over  the  United  States, 
some  in  foreign  countries,  and  they  are  con- 
sidered by  the  dealers  as  the  finest  line  of  goods 
that  are  made  in  this  country.  They  sell  their 
goods  solely  to  the  jobbing  houses.  Mr.  Irons 
began  business  forty  years  ago  in  the  same  rooms 
tha,t  he  now  occupies,  in  what  was  then  known 
as  the  Sackett  Building,  and  owned  by  Sackett, 
Davis  &  Co.,  which  was  the  first  building  erected 
in  the  city  of  Providence  for  the  manufacture 
of  jewelry,  it  having  been  built  some  time  prior 


to  1850.  Directly  opposite  the  Bowen  Building, 
then  the  Richardson  &  Hicks  Building,  was 
built  in  1852,  which  is  the  second  oldest  struc- 
ture of  the  city  for  the  manufacture  of  jewelry. 
Mr.  Irons  has  a  record  of  being  about  the  oldest 
continuous  occupant  of  a  building  of  any  in  the 
city.  Mr.  Irons  was  a  member  of  the  General 
Assembly  in  i8g8  representing  Providence  as 
the  fifth  representative. 

Charles  A.  Russell  was  born  in  Providence, 
October  24,  1859.  After  leaving  the  city 
schools  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  he  entered  the 
employ  of  Charles  F.  Irons  in  1875,  as  errand 
boy,  doing  general  work  about  the  factory, 
and  later  as  book-keeper.  After  a  time  he  be- 
came traveling  salesman  and  followed  in  that 
capacity  for  some  six  years.  During  this  time 
he  enjoyed  a  scholarship  at  the  Providence 
Bryant  &  Stratton  Business  College,  which 
gave  him  a  knowledge  of  certain  branches 
that  have  proven  of  great  advantage  to  him 
in  the  years  that  have  followed.  He  became 
a  partner  with  Mr.  Irons  in  1881,  the  name 
of  the  partnership  still  remaining  as  before 
in  Mr.  Irons'  name.  In  March,  1893,  the  firm 
name  was  changed  to  Irons  &  Russell.  Mr. 
Russell  now  makes  occasional   trips  in  the 


Charles  A.  Russell. 

interest  of  the  company,  to  different  parts  of 
the  country.  The  firm  keep  constantly  in 
stock  over  three  thousand  patterns. 
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William  H.  Luther  &  Son.— Manufacturers  of 
high-grade  electro-plated  jewelry,  including  cuff 
buttons,  brooches,  waist  sets,  rings,  belt  pins. 


• 

f 

! 

William  H.  Luther. 


etc.    The  company  have  won  a  national  reputa- 
tion for  their  "high-grade,  low-priced  "  jewelry, 
which  signifies  that  enough  pure  gold  is  de- 
posited by  electricity  on  their  goods  to  make 
them  serviceable  enough  to  give  complete  satis- 
faction to  the  consumer,  and  consequently  the 
trade  have  come  to  consider  these  among  the 
best  line  of  goods  that  they  can  handle,  because 
the  great  demand  for  them  means  ready  sales 
in  all  parts  of  the  United  States  and  Canada, 
and  in  foreign  countries  these  goods  are  sold 
extensively.    Business  was  established  in  1864 
by  William  H.  Luther,  who  began  business 
"down  town"  where  he  occupied  several  shops 
at  different  times,  moving  from  one  to  another 
to  meet  the  demands  of  the  growing  business, 
and  in  January,  1877,  he  located  in  the  present 
factory  on  Oxford  street,  in  South  Providence, 
where  the  company  have  one  of  the  most  up-to- 
date  jewelry  manufacturing  establishments  in 
the  state  of  Rhode  Island.    The  main  part  of 
the  factory,  which  was  built  some  twenty-five 
years  ago,  is  located  at  the  corner  of  Oxford 
and  Harriet  streets,  and  since  that  time  smaller 
additions  have  been  built  on  Oxford  street,  and 


in  1900  a  brick  addition  was  completed  35  feet 
wide  by  75  feet  in  length  on  Harriet  street, 
which  was  necessary  on  account  of  the  great 
volume  of  business  that  the  concern  was  obliged 
to  turn  out.    This  new  addition  is  used  wholly 
as  a  workshop  in  connection  with  the  remainder 
of  the  factory.    The  plant  is  equipped  with  all 
of  the  modern  machinery  necessary  to  the  pro- 
duction of  the  finest  lines  of  jewelry,  and  a 
force  of  skilled  workmen  enable  the  company  to 
compete  with  any  manufacturers  of  jewelry  in 
this  country.    Capacity  of  the  plant,  250  em- 
ployes.   The  power  for  the  works  is  supplied 
by  a  25  horse  power  Fuller  steam  engine,  and  a 
complete  electric  lighting  plant  has  been  put  in 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  factory.  William 
H.  Luther  was  born  in  Dover,  N.  H.,  April  21, 
1844.    He  is  at  present  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Fire  Commissioners  of  the  city  of  Provi- 
dence.   Frederick  B.  Luther,  son  of  William 
H.,  the  other  member  of  the  firm,  was  born  in 
Providence,  R.  I.,  September  12,  1866.    He  is 
Superintendent  of  the  works.    In  addition  to 
this  business  he  is  also  proprietor  of  the  Atlantic 
Green  Houses,  which  have  developed  a  large 
business  in  the  city.    This  is  the  only  jewelry 


Frederick  B.  Luther. 


manufacturing  plant  in  this  part  of  the  city, 
known  as  South  Providence,  and  it  may  be  said 
to  be  one  of  the  most  attractive  locations. 
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Reliance  Mill  Company.  —  Manufacturers  of 
fancy  table  meals,  including  corn,  rye,  graham, 
whole  wheat,  buckwheat,  oat  meal,  etc.  Works 
located  at  208  to  214  Dyer  street,  Providence. 
The  mill  of  this  company  was  erected  by  Henry 
C.  Clark  in  1873,  and  is  a  substantial  five  story 
structure,  now  equipped  with  four  double  sets  of 
rolls;  power  being  supplied  by  a  500  horse 
power  engine.  In  the  building  is  a  grain  ele- 
vator and  storage  capacity  for  40,000  bushels  of 


Oliver  Johnson  &  Co.  —  Manufacturers  of 
paints  and  oils.  Business  founded  by  Oliver 
Johnson  in  1833.  He  in  turn  was  succeeded  by 
his  son,  William  S.  Johnson,  now  deceased,  and 
Benjamin  W.  Spink.  The  works  are  situated 
at  the  junction  of  Ellen  and  Eddy  streets.  Provi- 
dence, are  five  stories  in  height,  and  have  a 
frontage  and  depth  of  50x125  feet.  The 
machinery  equipment  here  in  force  is  of  the 
latest  improved  pattern,  including  thirty  mills 


Factory  of  William  H.  Luther  &  Son,  Cor.  Oxford  and  Harriet  Sts.,  Providence. 


grain,  while  the  company  owns  a  large  pier  on 
the  river,  with  depth  of  water  alongside  suffi- 
cient to  enable  the  largest  vessels  to  discharge, 
while  there  is  a  direct  railroad  switch,  thus  giv- 
ing them  perfect  transportation  facilities.  On 
the  dock  they  have  a  large  three  story  ware- 
house for  the  storing  of  salt,  hay,  straw  and 
sundries.  Business  was  originally  established 
by  J.  C.  Redding,  succeeded  by  Goodspeed  & 
Co.,  and  later  by  the  present  company.  Joseph 
Spellman  has  been  the  general  manager  of  the 
business  since  1893. 


and  mixers,  grinding  and  pulverizing  devices, 
etc.,  operated  by  a  seventy-five  horse  power 
engine.  The  firm  are  manufacturers  of  the 
celebrated  "Villa"  brand  of  paint,  "King 
Philip"  white  lead,  "Excelsior"  ready  mixed 
paints,  Arthur's  matchless  stains,  putty,  etc. 

Oriental  Silk  Mfg.  Co. — Manufacturers  of  all 
kinds  of  silk  dress  goods.  Business  established 
in  1900  by  M.  Maksodian,  G.  P'abrickian,  A.  Bar- 
ronian,  B.  Barronian,  and  M.  M.  Stone  the  gen- 
eral manager,  all  natives  of  Armenia,  Asia. 
Works  at  297  Canal  street.  Providence.  Small 
plant. 
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Colvin  Foundry  Co.  —  Iron  castings  of  all 
kinds,  their  specialty  being  heavy  castings  for 
machinery,  steam  engines  and  tools.  Ikisiness 
established  by  G.  &  T.  H.  Colvin  in  1872  on 
Dyer  street,  Providence,  w^here  the  Dyer  Street 
Land  Co.  Building  now  stands.  In  1873  they 
built  a  foundry  building  of  their  own  on  West 
Exchange  street,  then  Cove  street,  where  they 
located  the  same  year.  Here  they  continued 
business  until  1876  under  the  firm  name  of  G. 
&  T.  H. Colvin,  when  Theodore  bought  his  part- 
ner's interest,  and  changed  the  name  to  that  of 
Theodore  H.  Colvin,  which  was  retained  until 
the  incorporation  of 
the  business  in  1896, 
the  name  then  being 
changed  to  the  Col- 
vin Foundry  Co.,  with 
a  capitalization  of 
^100,000.  Ofificers  of 
the  company  are : 
Theodore  H.  Colvin, 
President  and  General 
Manager ;  Charles  T. 
Colvin,  Secretary  and 
Treasurer.  In  1897 
a  new  plant  was 
erected  on  Globe 
street,  which  is  one 
of  the  largest  and 
most  up-to-date  iron 
foundries  in  New 
England,  175  feet 
long  by  100  feet  in 
width,  equipped  with 
every  modern  con- 
venience for  doing 
all  kinds  of  work  in 
their  line.  In  addition  to  this  new  foundry 
there  is  an  office  and  pattern  building,  150  by  50 
feet,  two  stories,  the  engine  room  being  located 
in  one  end  of  this  structure. 

Theodore  H.  Colvin,  the  President  and  Gen- 
eral Manager  of  the  business,  was  born  in  Plain- 
field,  Conn.,  April  26,  1846.  He  learned  the 
trade  of  a  molder  in  Danielsonville,  now  Daniel- 
son,  Conn.,  in  1864.  In  1865  he  went  to  work 
in  a  foundry  in  Whitinsville,  Mass.,  where  he 
remained  but  six  months.  In  December  of 
that  year  he  went  to  work  for  Caleb  Colvin  of 
Worcester,  Mass.,  where  he  remained  until 
1872,  when  he  located  in  Providence,  and  es- 


Theodore  H.  Colvin. 


tablished,  in  company  with  his  uncle,  the  firm 
of  G.  &  T.  H.  Colvin,  and  ever  since  that  time 
he  has  been  carrying  on  business  for  himself. 
During  the  thirty  years  that  he  has  done  busi- 
ness here  he  has  won  a  reputation  for  doing  the 
best  of  work,  and  he  has  made  some  of  the 
largest  castings  ever  turned  out  in  the  State. 
His  son,  Charles  T.  Colvin,  the  Treasurer  and 
Secretary,  was  born  in  Worcester,  Mass.,  July 
3,  1868,  and  has  been  employed  by  the  concern 
for  a  number  of  years.  Clarence  H.  Colvin, 
another  son  of  Theodore  H.,  who  is  a  member 
of  the  company  and  actively  associated  with  the 

business,  was  born  in 
Providence,  R.  I., 
December  20,  1877. 
Elisha  H.  Colvin, 
brother  of  Theodore 
H.,  who  has  been  ac- 
tively associated  with 
the  company  for  a 
number  of  years,  and 
is  now  a  member  of 
the  corporation,  was 
born  in  Plainfield, 
Conn.,  March  4,  1848. 
The  cut  illustrating 
the  plant  upon  the 
opposite  page  shows 
one  of  the  very 
modern  foundries  of 
the  city. 

S.  K.  Merrill  &  Co. 

— Manufacturers  of 
solid  gold  and  plated 
lockets.  Established 
by  Sylvester  K.  Mer- 
rill in  1 871,  who  was 
born  in  Phenix,  R.  I.,  Sept.  9,  1840.  Robert  E. 
Budlong,  who  was  born  in  Providence  in  1864, 
became  a  member  of  the  firm  about  1885.  Fac- 
tory located  at  116  Chestnut  street.  Employ 
50  hands. 

The  Thomas  Phillips  Co.— Manufacturers  of 
machinery  and  copper  work  ;  bleaching,  dyeing, 
drying  and  finishing  machinery.  Business  in- 
corporated in  1894.  Works  located  on  Benefit, 
Pike,  Traverse  and  Tockwotton  streets,  Provi- 
dence. This  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  largest 
manufacturing  plants  in  the  city.  George 
C.  Phillips  is  President  and  Treasurer  of  the 
company. 
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John  Heathcote. — Manufacturer  of  tentering 
and  drying  machines,  for  use  in  woolen  mills, 
etc  Business  established  by  John  Heathcote 
in  1870.  Works  located  at  212  Eddy  street. 
Providence.  John  Heathcote  was  born  near 
Manchester,  England,  April  30,  1833.  In  1842 
he  came  to  Providence,  and  after  procuring  an 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Providence, 
he  was  apprenticed  to  the  Franklin  Foundry 
and  Machine  Co.,  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  ma- 
chinist. Serving  four  years  he  soon  after 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Corliss  and  Nightin- 
gale Engine  Co.,  and  then  was  engaged  in  fit- 


ried  on  the  manufacture  of  these  machines,  mak- 
ing important  improvements  from  time  to  time. 
Mr.  Heathcote  is  also  the  Treasurer  of  the  Rus- 
eell  Electric  Manufacturing  Co.,  of  Providence. 
George  H.  Heathcote  is  at  present  associated 
with  his  father  in  the  manufacture  of  tentering 
and  drying  machines. 

Edwin  Lowe  &  Co. — Manufacturers  of  solid 
gold  finger  rings,  ear  rings,  scarf  pins  and  studs. 
Business  established  by  W.  E.  Webster  &  Co., 
about  the  year  1888,  the  business  purchased  by 
Edwin  Lowe  and  Frank  W.  Bod  well  in  1899. 
Factory  located  at  116  Chestnut  street,  Provi- 


Plant  of  the  Colvin  Foundry  Co..  Globe  Street,  Providence. 


ting  up  the  machinery  for  the  Pacific  Mills  of 
Lawrence,  Mass.  Then  he  was  in  the  service 
of  Brown  &  Sharpe  for  about  three  years  when 
that  concern  was  located  on  South  Main  street, 
and  employed  seven  or  eight  workmen  instead 
of  the  eighteen  hundred  or  more  that  the  Brown 
&  Sharpe  Mfg.  Co.  now  employ.  In  1866  Mr. 
Heathcote  established  a  steam,  gas  and  water 
piping  business  in  company  with  a  Mr.  Barbour, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Barbour  &  Heathcote. 
About  1870  this  firm  bought  out  the  patent  of 
the  J.  S.  Winsor  Tentering  and  Drying  Machine 
Co.,  and  in  1874  Mr.  Heathcote  purchased  his 
partner's  interest.    Since  that  time  he  has  car- 


dence.  Employ  40  hands.  Frank  W.  Bodwell 
was  born  in  Boxford,  Mass.,  December  11,  1858. 
Learned  the  jewelers  and  tool  makers  trades, 
and  is  now  the  Superintendent  of  the  business 
that  is  carried  on  under  the  name  of  li.  M. 
Lowe  &  Co.,  Mr.  Bodwell  being  a  co-partner. 

The  Clason  Architectural  Metal  Works. — 
Manufacturers  of  copper  and  galvanized  iron 
cornices,  fronts,  bay  windows,  metal  ceilings, 
skylights,  etc.  Works  located  at  281  Canal 
street.  Providence.  Incorporated  in  1898. 
Officers  :  Harold  J  Gross,  President  ;  John  W. 
Bishop,  Treasurer  ;  George  E.  Hussey,  Secre- 
tary. Capital,  $10,000.  General  Manager, 
Clayton  Harris. 
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David  Burton. — Steam,  (las  and  Water  Pipe, 
and  fitlinj^s.  Also  dealer  in  feed  and  force 
])nni|)s.    Mr.  lUirton  was  born  in  Providence, 


David  Burton. 

December  14,  1833.  After  completing  his  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools  he  learned  the  trade 
of  a  steam  and  gas  fitter,  and  after  working  as  a 
journeyman  for  a  number  of  years  he  estab- 
lished the  present  business  in  the  year  1865,  and 
has  continued  in  this  line  ever  since,  developing 
a  very  extensive  business  throughout  the  state. 
He  is  one  of  the  oldest  manufacturers  in  his  line 
in  the  city  of  Providence.  Works  located  at  25 
and  27  Page  street,  Providence.  Pie  was  a 
member  of  the  Providence  City  Council  from 
1887  to  1897,  representing  the  Fifth  Ward. 
Few  men  in  the  city  have  carried  on  a  more 
thorough  and  successful  business  for  a  period  ot 
over  thirty-five  years  than  Mr.  Burton.  His 
reputation  is  such  that  whenever  a  contract  has 
been  awarded  to  him  by  any  of  our  manufac- 
turers they  were  confident  that  they  were  to 
receive  the  best  kind  of  work  that  was  to  be  pro- 
cured in  the  line  that  Mr.  Burton  was  engaged 
in.  This  general  confidence  that  has  been 
accorded  him  has  won  him  many  a  contract  that 
otherwise  might  have  gone  to  other  bidders  in 
the  general  field  of  competition.  Mr  Burton  was 
one  of  the  members  of  the  old  time  fire  depart- 
ment of  the  city. 


B.  A.  Ballou  &  Co. — Manufacturers  of  a  gen- 
eral line  of  gold  and  rolled  plate  jewelry,  to- 
gether with  specialties  and  jewelers'  findings. 
Make  a  large  line  of  small  gold  chains,  with 
minute  links,  such  as  are  used  on  eye  glasses, 
for  trimming  purposes,  etc.  In  this  latter  line 
they  are  probably  the  most  extensive  manufac- 
turers in  the  country.  Business  established  in 
1876  by  Barton  A.  Ballou,  and  soon  after  this 
time  his  brother-in-law,  John  J.  Fry,  was  taken 
in  as  a  partner  in  the  business.  Works  located  at 
61  Peck  street,  and  102  Orangestreet,  Providence, 
in  the  Dyer  Street  Land  Co.  Building.  Employ 
about  115  hands.  Their  plant  is  equipped  with 
all  of  the  latest  machinery  that  is  required  in 
the  manufacture  of  their  various  lines,  and  the 
best  class  of  workmen  is  employed.  Barton  A. 
Ballou  was  born  in  Cumberland,  R.  L,  in  Octo- 
ber, 1835.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  was  ap- 
prenticed to  learn  the  trade  of  a  jeweler  with 
the  firm  of  Lyon  &  Rathbun,  of  Providence. 
He  worked  as  a  journeyman  for  a  number  of 
years,  and  in  1876  began  manufacturing  on  his 
own  account,  the  following  year  Mr.  John  J.  Fry 
becoming  a  partner,  and  the  present  firm  name 
was  adopted.  Upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Fry,  Mr. 
Ballou's  son,  Frederick  A.  Ballou,  became  a 
partner  in  the  business,  and  for  a  number  of 
years  he  has  been  the  general  manager.  He  is 
a  native  of  Providence.  The  goods  made  by 
this  company  stand  very  high  in  the  market 
throughout  the  United  States,  and  many  of  their 
productions  are  sold  in  foreign  countries. 

Waite,  Thresher  Co — Manufacturers  of  a 
general  line  of  gold  jewelry,  including  a  full  line 
of  ladies'  goods.  Business  established  by 
Daniel  B.  Waite  in  1865,  the  firm  name  then 
being  Waite,  Smith  &  Co.  Incorporated  as  the 
Waite,  Thresher  Co.,  in  1899.  Works  located  at 
61  Peck  street,  in  the  Dyer  St.  Land  Co.  Build- 
ing, Providence.  Employ  200  hands.  Ofificers  : 
William  H.  Waite,  President ;  Henry  G. 
Thresher,  Secretary  and  Treasurer.  The  former 
is  a  native  of  Providence,  where  he  was  born 
September  27,  1848;  the  latter,  born  in  Central 
Falls,  R.  I.,  August  5,  1855. 

Read  &  Lincoln. — Manufacturers  of  sterling 
silver  novelties  ;  said  to  be  the  largest  manu- 
facturers of  silver  jewelry  in  the  State  ;  make  a 
general  line.  Business  established  by  the  pres- 
ent owners  in  1890.  Factory  at  116  Chestnut 
street.  Providence,  l^mploy  65  hands.  William 
A.  Read  is  a  native  of  Attleboro  Falls.  Henry 
A.  Lincoln  was  born  in  Attleboro  Falls,  Mass., 
Feb.  15,  1858. 


AND  BUSINESS  MEN  OF  RHODE  ISLAND. 


139 


Dyer  Street  Land  Co.  Building. — The  Dyer 
Street  Land  Co.  Building,  which  was  built  in 
1874  exclusively  for  manufacturing  jewelers,  ex- 
cept the  first  floor,  which  was  planned  for  the 
wholesale  grocery  business,  is  located  on  Dyer, 
Peck,  Friendship  and  Orange  streets.  Provi- 
dence, occupying  a  whole  square.  It  is  five 
stories  high,  the  entire  building  now  being  oc- 
cupied by  manufacturing  jewelers,  including  the 
first  floor.  The  building  is  180  feet  on  Orange 
street,  about  160  feet  on  Peck  street  and  86  feet 
in  width.    The  power  for  the  building  is  fur- 


670  Eddy  street ;  employ  100  hands.  pLstab- 
lished  by  Charles  A.  Young  about  1875.  Prank 
N.  Young  was  born  in  I^rovidence,  July  12, 
i860.  Arthur  L.  Young  was  born  in  Provi- 
dence, November  24,  1863.  These  two  brothers 
now  constitute  the  company. 

James  Hill  Mfg.  Co.  — Manufacturers  of  rov- 
ing cans,  cap  boxes,  paint  pails,  waste  cans,  and 
a  variety  of  goods  in  the  tinware  line.  Busi- 
ness established  by  James  Hill  probably  forty 
years  ago,  in  a  small  way,  and  the  plant  has 
gradually  been  increased  until  it  is  at  present 


Dyer  Street  Land  Co.  Building,  Dyer,  Peck, 

nished  by  a  Corliss  engine  of  75  horse  power. 
The  company  was  incorporated  in  1874,  the  in- 
corporators being  Sylvanus  M.  Lewis,  Ex-Gov- 
ernor Henry  Lippitt,  John  T.  Mauran  and  J.  B. 
Mathewson.  Henry  B.  Lewis,  the  son  of  Syl- 
vanus M.  Lewis,  is  now  the  Agent  and  Treas- 
urer of  the  company.  This  is  one  of  the  largest 
and  strongest  built  manufacturing  buildings  in 
the  city. 

Young  Bros. — Manufacturers  of  plain  and 
fancy  paper  boxes,  paper  rolls  for  mailing,  and 
jewelers'  plush,  satin  and  velvet  work.  Factory 


Orange  and  Friendship  Streets,  Providence. 

one  of  the  largest  in  the  State.  Works  located 
on  Westfield,  Fuller  and  Sprague  streets.  Provi- 
dence, 60  by  200  feet.  Power  furnished  by  a 
fifteen  horse  power  steam  engine.  The  com- 
pany also  do  a  large  business  in  galvanized 
sheet  iron  goods,  such  as  ash  cans,  water  pails, 
well  buckets,  waste  cans,  etc.  Their  produc- 
tions are  sold  extensively  throughout  the 
United  States. 

Claflin  &  Co. — Manufacturers  of  gold  plated 
buttons  and  novelties.  Business  established  in 
1889  by  W.  S.  Claflin.  E^mploy  15  hands. 
Works  located  in  the  Jesse  Metcalf  Building, 
158  Pine  street,  Providence. 


BIOGRAPHICAL  HISTORY  OF  THE  M AN U I'ACTU RKRS 


140 

Frank  L.  Thornton. — Manufacturer  of  family 
cereals,  his  leading  specialty  being  self-raising 
flours,  at  28  and  30  Sabin  street,  Providence. 


Frank  L.  Thornton. 


Packer  of  whole  wheat,  graham  flour,  R.  I.  corn 
meal,  oatmeal,  Baltimore  Pearl  Meal,  rolled  oats, 
etc.  Business  established  in  1882.  Mr.  Thorn- 
ton was  born  in  Providence,  March  11,  1849. 
After  spending  three  years  in  the  gold  and 
diamond  mines  of  South  Africa,  in  the  Trans- 
vaal and  Free  State,  he  returned  home  and 
entered  into  the  mercantile  business,  until  he 
established  his  present  business  in  1882.  His 
cereals  are  used  extensively  throughout  Rhode 
Island  and  parts  of  Massachusetts  and  Con- 
necticut. 

Geo.  Hawes  &  Sons.  —  Manufacturers  of 
Hawes'  improved  steam  trap.  Business  estab- 
lished in  1 88 1.  Lorin  P.  Hawes  was  the  inven- 
tor of  the  trap,  which  possesses  many  advan- 
tages. At  a  very  low  temperature  it  will  not 
freeze  up,  the  claim  is  made  that  a  saving  of 
one-third  in  cost  of  fuel  is  made  by  its  use,  and 
the  patent  diaphragm  insures  satisfactory  ser- 
vice for  more  than  five  years.  Office  23  Dyer 
street.  The  business  of  the  company  originally 
was  that  of  wholesale  fruit  and  produce,  which 
was  established  in  1859  by  George  Hawes. 


F.  A.  Chase  &  Co. — Manufacturers  of  shut- 
tle irons  and  dealers  in  textile  mill  supplies. 
Messrs.  P>ederic  A.  Chase  and  P'rederic  L. 
Chase  constitute  the  company.  The  works 
and  storehouse  are  located  at  271  West 
Exchange  street.  Providence,  in  the  Brown 
Building. 

The  C.  A.  Caswell  Carriage  and  Harness  Co. — 

Manufacturers  of  all  kinds  of  light  and  heavy 
carriages.  The  company  make  a  specialty  of 
heavy  express  and  teaming  wagons,  and  their 
trade  is  principally  in  Southern  Rhode  Island. 
Factory  located  in  Wakefield,  R.  I.;  one  of  the 
largest  carriage  manufacturing  plants  in  the 
State.  Employ  15  hands.  Business  established 
in  1892  by  Caleb  A.  Caswell,  who  was  born  in 
South  Kingstown,  R.  I.,  September  14,  1859, 
and  was  the  sole  owner  of  the  business.  Mr. 
Caswell  does  horse  shoeing  in  connection  with 
his  carriage  business,  and  his  salesroom,  which 
is  connected  with  his  carriage  factory,  contains 
a  full  supply  of  carriages  of  various  makes,  to- 
gether with  harnesses  and  all  kinds  of  horse 
goods.    Mr.  Caswell  is  thoroughly  versed  in  the 


Caleb  A.  Caswell. 


carriage  manufacturing  business,  and  his  pro- 
ductions are  of  the  highest  grade  that  are  made 
in  this  part  of  the  country. 
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Mechanical  Fabric  Company. — Manufacturers 
of  rubber  thread,  card  cloths,  air  mattresses 
and  cushions,  and  other  rubber  specialties. 
Business  established  by  A.  L.  Kelley  in  May, 
1890,  and  incorporated  the  same  year.  Capital- 
ized for  $150,000.  Works  located  on  Sprague 
street,  Elmwood,  Providence.  Employ  about 
100  hands.  Officers:  Arthur  L.  Kelley,  Presi- 
dent; Edward  B.  Kelley,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer.   The  plant  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  city; 


ship  street.  Providence.  Mr.  Norton  is  a 
native  of  Swansey,  Mass.,  where  he  was  born 
October  7,  1857. 

C.  P.  Darling  &  Co.  —  Manufacturers  of 
wooden  packing  boxes,  bo.x  shooks,  etc.  Busi- 
ness established  in  1884  by  C.  P.  Darling. 
Works  located  at  415  Charles  street.  Provi- 
dence. The  entire  plant  was  destroyed  by  fire 
in  1895,  but  new  works  were  built  the  same 
year  and  the  business  continued,  Mr.  Darling's 


Plant  of  The  Mechanical  Fabric  Company,  Sprague  Street,  Elmwood,  Providence. 


the  entire  property  occupying  nearly  a  square. 
The  goods  manufactured  by  this  company  are 
considered  as  fine  as  any  made  in  the  country. 

Frye  Bros.  —  Manufacturers  of  rolled  gold 
plate,  buttons,  pins,  chains,  charms,  etc.,  and 
optical  goods.  Business  established  June  i, 
1901.  Works  located  at  38  Friendship  street, 
Providence.    Employ  10  hands. 

William  Norton.  —  Manufacturer  of  gold 
plated  novelties  in  jewelry;  also  a  variety  of 
pearl  goods.  Business  established  by  William 
Norton  in  1896.    Works  located  at  38  Friend- 


son,  Edwin  S.  Darling,  being  at  that  time  ad- 
mitted as  a  member  of  the  firm.  The  works 
cover  an  area  of  40,000  square  feet,  and  are  con- 
nected with  the  railroad  by  a  switch,  thereby 
making  it  convenient  for  shipping  their  goods. 
C.  P.  Darling  was  a  native  of  Douglas,  Mass. 
The  Rhode  Island  textile  mills  are  supplied 
largely  by  this  house  with  their  packing  cases. 

George  H.  Cahoone  &  Co. — Manufacturers  of 
ladies',  misses'  and  children's  solid  gold  rings, 
seamless  filled  rings,  scarf  pins  and  brooches. 
Works  located  in  the  Manufacturers  Building, 
7  Beverly  street,  Providence. 
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Hamilton  Web  Co. — Manufacturers  of  narrow 
fabrics,  lioot  and  gaiter  webs,  tapes,  bindings, 
and  non-elastic  webs  in  cotton,  worsted  and 
silk,  also  name  webs,  lousiness  established  in 
1866  by  Vaughn  &  Greene  in  the  present  loca- 
tion. Incorporated  in  1885.  Capitalized  for 
^150,000.  Officers:  James  A.  Greene,  President 
and  Treasurer;  Joseph  W.  Greene,  Secretary 
and  Superintendent.  The  mill  property  is  lo- 
cated in  Hamilton,  R.  L,  near  Wickford,  in  the 
town  of  North  Kingstown,  on  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  sites  for  a  manufacturing  business  to 
be  found  in  the  State,  overlooking  Narragansett 
Bay  and  surrounded 
by  broad  intervales, 
near  the  mouth  of 
the  Annaquatucket 
River,  utilizing  its 
waters  just  before 
they  empty  into  the 
Bay  to  the  extent  of 
about  100  horse 
power.  In  addition 
to  this  there  is  a 
modern  steam  plant 
of  about  200  horse 
power,  including  one 
Greene  and  one  Har- 
ris-Corliss engine, 
which  furnish  suffi- 
cient power  for  the 
entire  works.  The 
wooden  mill  which 
was  begun  when  the 
business  was  estab- 
lished, has  been  en- 
larged from  time  to  James  A. 
time,  its  style  of  architecture  being  that  of  the 
typical  New  England  cotton  factory  of  the  past, 
but  the  new  factory,  which  is  devoted  wholly  to 
weaving,  is  a  modern  brick  structure,  230  feet 
in  length  by  121  feet  in  width,  and  was  built 
about  1882.  The  mills  are  protected  by  a  sprink- 
ler system,  and  are  equipped  with  the  most 
modern  machinery  that  is  made  for  the  manu- 
facture of  cotton,  worsted  and  silk  webbing. 
The  dwellings  where  the  175  employes  live  with 
their  families,  are  well  built  and  situated  on 
well  kept  streets,  near  the  works,  making  the 
village  of  Hamilton  one  of  the  most  attractive 
manufacturing  hamlets  in  the  South  County. 
The  company  own  another  small  mill  which  is 


located  a  little  farther  up  the  stream  and  is 
known  as  the  Annaquatucket  factory.  The 
plant  contains  log  looms,  60  jacquards  and 
5,000  spindles.  The  yarn  is  all  spun,  colored 
and  polished  in  their  own  factories,  and  the  fin- 
ished product  is  sold  direct.  This  company 
were  the  first  to  manufacture  webbing  in  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island,  and  enjoys  the  distinc- 
tion of  being  the  pioneer  industry  of  its  kind  in 
the  United  States  in  connection  with  one  other 
factory  that  was  established  in  Connecticut  at 
about  the  same  time.  James  A.  Greene,  the 
President  of  the  company,  was  born  in  Centre- 

ville,  R.  I.,  January 
3,  1833,  and  is  a  de- 
scendant of  the  orig- 
inal John  Greene, 
"surgeon,"  who  came 
over  in  connection 
with  Roger  Williams 
and  settled  in  Rhode 
Island.  His  father, 
Joseph  Warren 
Greene,  was  also  a 
native  of  Centreville, 
and  a  manufacturer. 
When  Mr.  Greene 
entered  into  partner- 
ship with  Mr. Vaughn, 
he  immediately  began 
to  increase  the  vol- 
ume of  business,  en- 
larging the  factory  to 
meet  the  demand, 
and  to  his  energy  and 
business  tact  the 
Greene.  present  successful 

establishment  may  justly  be  credited.  His  son, 
Joseph  Warren  Greene,  who  was  born  in  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y.,  in  1863,  entered  the  employ  of  the 
company  in  1885,  being  elected  Secretary  and 
Superintendent  in  1892.  James  Cullen  Greene, 
a  younger  son,  who  was  born  in  Brooklyn, 
New  York,  entered  the  employ  of  the  com- 
pany in  1887,  and  now  has  charge  of  the 
office  work  and  is  paymaster  of  the  corpor- 
ation. Mr.  Greene,  senior,  prior  to  entering 
into  the  business  of  web  making  had  been 
engaged  in  the  jewelry  business  with  his 
father,  Joseph  Greene,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Joseph  W.  Greene  &  Smith,  170  Broadway, 
New  York. 


Mills  of  the  Hamilton  Web  Co.,  Hamilton,  R.  I. 


Halkyard  Mfg.  Co.  Building,  Cor.  Dorrance  and  Friendship  Streets,  Providence. 
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Halkyard  Manufacturing  Co. — Manufacturers 
of  lacing  hooks  for  shoes  and  other  purposes, 
and  a  line  of  rivets  for  belts,  shoes,  harness  trim- 
mings, etc.  The  business  was  established  in 
1879  by  William  Halkyard  and  incorporated 
October  24,  1888.  Capitalized  for  $150,000  with 
William  Halkyard,  President  and  General  Man- 
ager ;  Henry  A.  Church,  Treasurer,  and  George 
M.  Church,  Secretary,  the  two  last  named  being 
members  of  the  well  known  jewelry  manufac- 
turing firm  of  H.  A.  &  G.  M.  Church.  The 
works  are  located  at  the  corner  of  Dorrance  and 
Friendship  streets  where  they  employ  50  hands. 
This  is  one  of  the 
pioneer  manufactur- 
ing concerns  of  its 
kind  in  this  country 
and  their  goods  are 
sold  all  over  the 
United  States  and  in 
foreign  countries. 
There  is  hardly  a  shoe 
manufacturer  in  the 
country  that  does  not 
use  these  shoe  lacing 
hooks,  and  the  indus- 
try is  one  of  the  very 
important  ones  of  the 
state.  William  Halk- 
yard, the  President, 
was  born  in  Leeds, 
England,  June  20, 
1845.  Came  to  Amer- 
ica in  1849.  After 
completing  his  edu- 
cation in  the  public 
schools  of  Providence, 
he  entered  Thomas 

J.  Hill's  machine  shop,  located  on  Eddy 
street,  now  the  Providence  Machine  Co.,  to  learn 
the  trade  of  a  machinist,  serving  three  years,  after 
which  he  was  engaged  by  the  Providence  Tool 
Co.  to  make  gun  tools.  Later  he  was  employed 
by  William  A.  Harris  when  he  first  began  the 
manufacture  of  steam  engines  on  Eddy  street. 
Mr.  Halkyard,  with  the  assistance  of  another 
machinist,  built  the  first  Harris-Corliss  engine, 
which  has  proven  so  popular  among  the  manu- 
facturers of  the  country.  Later  he  proceeded 
to  invent  various  machines  for  the  manufacture 
of  patent  lacing  hooks,  etc.,  that  the  company 
make  a  specialty  of.  One  machine  was  made 
(10) 


William  Halkyard. 


for  producing  the  lacing  hooks  all  completed 
and  ready  for  the  enameler,  another  for  the 
purpose  of  inserting  hooks  in  shoes  automatic- 
ally, and  still  another  for  making  metal  beads. 
Machines  were  also  invented  by  Mr.  Halkyard 
for  the  manufacture  of  rivets  and  for  covering 
electric  wire  with  lead. 

The  factory  building  that  was  purchased  by 
the  company  is  seven  stories  in  height,  and  is 
one  of  the  oldest  buildings  in  the  city  devoted 
to  the  manufacturing  jewelry  business.  The 
Halkyard  Manufacturing  Co.  occupy  four  floors, 
and  the  remainder  is  devoted  to  the  manufactur- 
ing jewelry  business 
or  kindred  trades. 
The  ofificeof  the  com- 
pany is  located  at  148 
Dorrance  street.  The 
cut  shown  upon  the 
opposite  page  repre- 
sents a  structure  sub- 
stantially built,  well 
adapted  to  manufac- 
turing purposes,  and 
for  the  times  when  it 
was  constructed  it 
was  considered  one  of 
the  best  buildings  of 
the  city.  This,  with 
the  Bowen  Building 
on  Page  street,  shared 
about  equal  honors  as 
great  centres  of  the 
jewelry  manufactur- 
ers prior  to  the  build- 
ing of  the  more  mod- 
ern structurers  like 
the  Manufacturers' 
Building  and  others  in  the  city  of  Providence. 

Greenwood  &  Chase.  —  Manufacturers  of  a 
general  line  of  ladies'  jewelry  in  rolled  gold 
plate  and  electro-plated  goods.  Business  estab- 
lished April  15,  1901,  by  Thomas  F.  Green- 
wood, who  is  a  native  of  Attleboro,  Mass., 
where  he  was  born  June  13.  1865.  Howard  P. 
Chase  became  a  member  of  the  firm  soon 
after  its  establishment,  who  is  a  native  of 
Providence.  Goods  are  sold  extensively  in 
this  country,  and  to  some  extent  in  Europe. 
'The  works  are  located  at  9  Calender  street, 
Providence,  R.  I.  They  now  employ  about 
50  hands. 
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Carpenter  &  Wood. — One  of  the  most  impor- 
tant industries  that  has  been  pushed  to  the  front 
during  the  past  few  years  is  the  manufacture  of 


A.  I.  Carpenter. 


enamel,  which  is  used  largely  by  jewelers  and 
others  who  have  occasion  for  decorative  art. 
One  of  the  principal  firms  engaged  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  enamels  in  Providence  is  that  of 
Carpenter  &  Wood,  who  are  located  in  the  so- 
called  Penholder  Building,  now  the  Halkyard 
Mfg.  Co.  Building,  at  38  Friendship  street. 
The  firm  is  composed  of  A.  I.  Carpenter  and 
E.  B.  Wood.  Mr.  Carpenter  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Cranston  in  1858,  and  received  a  com- 
mon school  education.  While  yet  a  young  man, 
he  came  to  Providence  and  learned  the  art  of 
enamel  making,  and  has  since  been  engaged  in 
the  business  in  one  capacity  or  another.  The 
present  business  was  started  by  him  in  1879. 
In  1887  he  entered  into  a  partnership  with  Mr. 
Wood  and  the  firm  has  since  continued  under 
the  firm  name  of  Carpenter  &  Wood.  Mr. 
Wood,  the  other  member  of  the  firm,  was  born 
in  Providence  in  1838,  and  received  a  common 
school  education  in  this  city.  His  first  work 
was  at  the  machinists'  trade,  which  he  learned 
at  the  shop  formerly  owned  by  Thomas  J.  Hill, 
now  deceased.  Mr.  Wood  has  had  a  varied  ex- 
perience, having  been  a  sailor  during  three 
years  of  his  life  time,  and  has  traveled  exten- 


sively. He  served  three  years  in  the  Civil  War 
and  has  been  foreman  in  a  jewelry  factory 
during  quite  a  period  of  his  life.  In  fact  he  was 
engaged  in  that  capacity  when  the  firm  of  Car- 
penter &  Wood  was  first  started.  Both  of  the 
members  of  the  firm  are  entirely  practical,  and 
have  brought  out  many  new  ideas  in  enamels 
that  have  proven  not  only  profitable  to  them- 
selves, but  also  to  customers  who  had  use  for 
that  commodity.  In  fact,  it  may  well  be  said 
that  the  firm  has  done  as  much  as  anybody, 
and  probably  more,  to  bring  about  the  popu- 
larity of  enamel  with  jewelers  for  decorative 
purposes  in  their  business  where  many  thous- 
ands of  dollars  worth  are  used  by  manufactur- 
ing jewelers  every  year.  Carpenter  &  Wood 
make  everything  that  can  be  thought  of  in 
enamel  and  may  well  be  said  to  be  a  self-made 
and  progressive  firm.  The  great  popularity  of 
enamel  goods  of  all  kinds  which  have  been 
created  largely  by  this  firm,  has  aided  materially 
in  increasing  the  volume  of  manufactured  goods 
in  the  line  of  jewelry,  and  the  prospect  for  the 
future  promises  a  still  greater  business.  The 
efforts  that  the  members  of  this  company  have 
put  forth  in  this  particular  branch  of  trade  has 


E.  B.  Wood. 

again  given  Rhode  Island  the  right  to  claim  the 
leadership  in  a  branch  of  another  industry,  as 
she  has  in  many  other  instances. 
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C.  Warren  Tuttle. — Manufacturer  of  imitation 
precious  stones  of  all  kinds,  glass  eyes,  claws, 
noses  and  taxidermist  supplies  and  millinery  or- 
naments, including  jet  work,  beads,  etc.  Works 
located  at  21  Eddy  street,  Providence.  Busi- 
ness established  in  1867  by  Charles  D.  Tuttle 
in  the  city  of  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  (for  a  short  time 
being  located  in  Attleboro,  Mass.,)  who  was  the 
inventor  of  this  line  of  work  in  the  United 
States.  Prior  to  introducing  this  line  of  glass 
goods  he  was  a  gold  plater  in  Providence,  doing 
an  extensive  business  in  that  line.  Upon  the 
death  of  Charles  D.  Tuttle  in  1883,  November 
14,  his  son  succeeded 
him  in  the  business, 
and  after  remaining  in 
Pawtucket  until  1892 
he  moved  his  plant  to 
Providence,  21  Eddy 
street,  where  he  has 
carried  on  business 
ever  since.  Here  he 
has  increased  his  busi- 
ness largely,  his  place 
being  equipped  with 
all  of  the  modern  ma- 
chinery and  appliances 
for  the  producing  of 
his  various  glass 
specialties.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  number  of 
goods  made  already 
mentioned,  he  also 
makes  a  line  of  glass 
dress  buttons  in  vari- 
ous colors,  and  mill 
supplies  including  creal 
steps,  which  are  used 
generally  throughout  the  textile  mills  of  the 
country.  C.  Warren  Tuttle  was  born  in  Provi- 
dence, May  20,  1856,  and  began  business  with 
his  father  when  he  began  the  manufacture  of 
glass  specialties,  which  have  taken  the  place  of 
costly  stone  ornaments  in  jewelry  throughout 
the  country,  their  imitation  stones  being  so 
near  in  color  and  form  to  the  real  article  it  re- 
quires a  very  close  examination  to  discover 
whether  they  are  imitation  or  the  genuine  stone. 
He  makes  them  in  imitation  of  diamonds,  down 
to  the  more  ordinary  turquoise.  Every  con- 
ceivable shade  of  color  are  produced  in  these 
stones,  and  the  facets  are  made  to  appear  as 


C.  Warren  Tuttle 


perfect  as  if  they  were  cut  in  the  most  expen- 
sive Brazilian  diamond.  These  goods  are  used 
mostly  by  the  manufacturing  jewelers,  and  con- 
sequently his  output  is  used  largely  here  in 
Providence  and  the  Attleboros,  although  they 
are  sold  in  all  parts  of  the  country.  This  class 
of  goods  was  formerly  made  in  Europe,  but 
since  the  introduction  of  the  business  in  this 
country  by  Mr.  Tuttle,  senior,  the  foreign  pro- 
duct has  found  comparatively  little  room  here, 
because  the  goods  made  by  Mr.  Tuttle  are  equal 
if  not  superior  to  the  imported  imitation  stone 
and  the  price  being  equally  low,  the  home  mar- 
ket is  supplied  by  the 
American  manufac- 
turer. It  is  quite  cred- 
itable to  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island  to  have 
the  privilege  of  saying 
that  a  manufacturer 
within  her  borders  was 
the  first  to  introduce 
this  very  important  in- 
dustry, which  enables 
the  jewelry  manufac- 
turer to  produce  highly 
finished  and  stylish 
jewelry  in  imitation 
of  the  most  costly 
brooches,  pins,  rings, 
etc.,  so  that  the  masses 
can  be  accommodated 
with  inexpensive  decor- 
ations, fully  as  attrac- 
tive as  if  real  gems 
were  incased  therein. 
Rhode  Island  has  long 
since  had  the  reputa- 
tion for  creating  many  new  things  in  the 
various  lines  of  manufactures,  from  the  steam 
engine  down  to  the  minute  ornament  in  jew- 
elry. Mr.  Tuttle  has  displayed  a  tact  for 
introducing  his  goods  throughout  the  country 
that  is  somewhat  unusal,  and  which  has  proven 
one  of  the  prime  factors  that  have  pushed  his 
business  to  the  front  and  made  it  one  of  the 
very  successful  manufacturing  concerns  of  the 
city  of  Providence.  His  plant  is  conveniently 
situated  in  the  Billings  Block,  near  the  railroad 
station  in  the  business  centre  of  the  city,  and 
it  is  one  of  the  most  progressive  industries  of 
the  State. 
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J.  A.  Charnley  Co.  —  Manufacturers  of  jew- 
elers' findings  in  the  line  of  figured  wire  of  all 
kinds,  flat  stock,  galleries,  etc.    Business  estab- 


James  A.  Charnley. 


lished  in  1872  by  James  A.  Charnley,  who  was 
a  native  of  Tiverton,  R.  I.,  where  he  was  born 
October  2,  1831,  and  who  died  January  8,  1899. 
Mr.  Charnley  developed  an  extensive  business, 
and  produced  many  original  designs  in  the  vari- 
ous kinds  of  stock  that  he  manufactured,  besides 
many  of  the  automatic  machines  that  were  used 
in  their  manufacture.  He  served  an  appren- 
ticeship as  an  engraver  of  rolls  for  calico  print- 
ing with  the  firm  of  Andrews  &  Knight  of 
Providence,  and  was  employed  at  the  Cranston 
Print  works  and  other  similar  concerns  at  vari- 
ous times,  prior  to  establishing  business  on  his 
own  account.  Upon  his  death,  his  son,  Charles 
F.  Charnley,  became  the  manager  of  the  con- 
cern, and  under  his  management  the  business 
has  steadily  increased,  keeping  pace  with  the 
trade  in  bringing  out  everything  new  in  the  way 
of  designs  and  patterns.  He  learned  the  trade 
of  a  printer  or  compositor  and  was  employed  on 
the  Providence  Journal  and  Bulletin  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.  About  1885  he  left  the  printing 
business  and  engaged  with  his  father  in  the 
making  of  jewelers'  findings,  where  he  has  re- 
mained ever  since,  learning  every  detail  of  the 
business,  which  he  has  kept  up  to  the  high 


standard  that  was  set  by  his  father.  He  was 
born  in  I'awtucket,  June  21,  1854,  when  that 
city  was  partly  in  Massachusetts.  His  son, 
Joseph  A.  Charnley,  who  was  born  in  Provi- 
dence, October  13,  1880,  is  an  able  assistant  in 
the  management  of  the  business.  The  works 
are  located  at  161  Dorrance  street.  Providence. 

Saxondale  Worsted  Mill. — Manufacturers  of 
fancy  worsteds  for  men's  wear.  Business 
established  in  1898  by  Inman  &  Tracy,  and 
September  i,  1900,  the  business  was  reorganized 
and  Robert  Wilcox,  M.  D.,  of  Pascoag,  be- 
came a  partner  in  the  business,  and  was  ap- 
pointed Treasurer  of  the  concern.  He  was  born 
in  Pascoag,  R.  L,  in  November,  1854,  where  he 
has  practiced  medicine  for  more  than  twenty- 
two  years.  Mill  located  in  Pascoag,  R.  I. 
Employ  about  100  hands.  The  property  was 
formerly  known  as  the  James  O.  Inman  Mill, 
which  was  carried  on  successfully  by  him  for 
many  years. 

National  Elastic  Webbing  Co. — Manufacturers 
of  elastic  webbing.  Works  located  at  85  Sprague 
street.  Providence.  Consolidated  with  the 
American  Tubing  &  Webbing  Co.  of  Providence,. 


Charles  F.  Charnley. 


1901.  The  webbing  company  of  Newport, 
R.  I.,  also  consolidated  with  the  same  company 
the  same  year. 


AND  BUSINESS  MEN  OF  RHODE  ISLAND. 


149 


Frederic  W.  Morse. — Manufacturer  of  every 
variety  of  high  grade  pieced  tin  ware.  Factory 
and  warerooms  at  94  Dyer  street,  Providence. 


Frederic  W.  Morse. 


One  of  the  best  equipped  tin  manufacturing 
plants  in  the  State.  The  business  was  estab- 
lished in  1869  under  the  company  name  of  Hill, 
Morse  &  Knight,  and  probably  the  first  to  be 
started  in  Rhode  Island.  Mr.  Morse,  the  pres- 
ent owner,  who  purchased  the  plant  and  busi- 
ness in  1894,  was  born  in  Boston,  Mass.,  April 
23,  1854,  and  for  twenty-six  years  was  in  the 
same  line  of  business  with  his  father,  Mark  F. 
Morse,  whose  shop  was  located  at  94  Dorrance 
street.  Having  learned  the  trade  of  a  tin  smith 
in  his  youth,  and  having  followed  the  business 
ever  since  that  time,  he  possesses  a  knowledge 
of  the  various  lines  that  is  unsurpassed  by  any 
manufacturer  of  tin  goods  in  New  England. 

American  Spinning  Co.  —  Manufacturers  of 
woolen  yarns  for  woolen  mills.  Formerly  the 
Galvin  Yarn  Co.,  which  began  business  in  1895. 
Works  located  at  4  Addison  Place.  John  E. 
Donley,  proprietor.  New  factory  erected 
about  1898,  which  has  a  floor  space  of  some 
15,000  square  feet. 

K.  W.  Whittemore.  —  Manufacturer  of  the 
"  Champion "  blackboard  material  for  school 
houses.  Business  established  in  1881.  Ken- 
dall W.  Whittemore,  the  proprietor,  was  born  in 


Warehouse  Point,  Enfield,  Conn.,  December 
29.  1833.  He  learned  the  trade  of  a  brick 
layer,  plasterer  and  ornamental  stucco  worker 
in  the  city  of  Worcester,  which  business  he  fol- 
lowed for  some  thirty-five  years.  In  1 86 1  he  went 
to  work  for  the  United  States  Government  in 
the  Armory  at  Springfield,  his  work  there  being 
the  boring  and  straightening  of  gun  barrels. 
After  eleven  months  he  engaged  with  the  Colt's 
Armory  in  the  same  line  of  business,  in  the  city 
of  Hartford,  Conn.  Here  he  remained  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  Mr.  Whittemore  came  to  Provi- 
dence in  1880,  and  that  year  he  invented  the 
Potter  &  P'enner  soapstone  blackboard  material, 
and  in  1881  he  invented  the  Champion  black- 
board material,  and  began  its  manufacture. 
This  blackboard  material  has  been  put  into 
school  houses  in  all  parts  of  the  United  States, 
and  it  has  proven  more  durable  than  slate,  with 
equally  good  surface,  and  much  less  liable  to  be 
scratched.  Many  of  the  school  houses  of  Provi- 
dence are  equipped  with  blackboards  made  from 
this  "  Champion  "  material.  Works  located  at 
69  Sprague  street.  Providence.  This  material 
is  put  on  to  rough  plastering,  making  a  surface 
that  will  wear  for  years.    This  invention  has 


Kendall  W.  Whittemore. 


proven  one  of  the  most  valuable  for  use  in  edu- 
cational work  that  has  been  brought  out  in  this 
country. 
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WESTERLY,  R.  I. 

Prior  to  1800  there  was  very  little  manufac- 
turing done  in  Rhode  Island  in  the  line  of  tex- 
tiles, but  the  early  settlers  made  use  of  the  vari- 
ous water  privileges  for  grinding  grist  and  for 
sawing  logs  from  the  then  more  adjacent  for- 
ests. The  first  use  that  was  made  of  the  Paw- 
catuck  River,  so  far  as  any  record  shows,  with- 
in the  town  of  Westerly,  R.  I.,  was  at  a  point 
about  one  mile  above  Potter  Hill,  where  a  dam 
had  been  built  across  the  river  and  Peter  Cran- 


Joseph  Knowles,  where  he  carried  on  custom 
carding  and  cloth  dressing.  At  what  is  now 
Stillmanville  in  1772  a  saw  mill  was  constructed 
on  the  Connecticut  end  of  the  dam  owned  by 
Samuel  Brand,  Jr.,  a  grist  mill  having  been 
built  prior  to  that  time  on  the  Rhode  Island 
end  of  the  same  dam.  The  darn  below  Pawca- 
tuck  Bridge  is  known  to  have  been  in  existence 
about  1750,  and  the  mill  on  the  Rhode  Island 
side  of  the  river  was  known  as  Brown's  Mill. 
Here  in  1809  Stephen  Wilcox  owned  a  grist 


Harbor  and  Pawcatuck  River,  Westerly,  R.  I. 


dall  had  erected  a  grist  mill.  This  was  some 
time  prior  to  1667.  The  settlers  both  near  and 
far  came  to  Crandall's  mill  to  have  their  corn 
ground,  and  he  did  a  thriving  business  for  those 
early  days.  Some  years  afterward  this  mill  was 
removed  to  Potter  Hill,  where  as  early  as  1730 
a  saw  mill  had  been  built  on  the  west  side  of 
the  river.  At  Shattuck's  W^eir  Bridge,  now 
Niantic,  a  dam  was  built  prior  to  1758,  and  a 
grist  mill  started.  Some  years  afterwards,  a 
small  factory  was  erected  on  this  site,  by  Col. 


mill,  and  he  leased  to  William  Stillman  certain 
water  privileges  for  any  other  purpose  than 
grinding  grain.  December  9,  1813,  he  sold  to 
Enoch  Bartlett  and  Samuel  F.  Denison  of  Bos- 
ton, and  Jedediah  W.  Knight  of  Westerly,  a 
tract  of  land  with  water  privilege.  These 
owners  of  the  water  privilege  established  in 
1814,  the  Pawcatuck  Manufacturing  Co.,  and 
built  the  stone  mill  where  at  first  they  made 
woolen  goods,  and  afterwards  manufactured 
cotton  fabrics.    The  property  was  sold  after  a 
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few  years,  and  continued  as  a  textile  plant,  but 
with  little  success.  The  property  was  finally 
sold  to  Stafford,  Simmons  &  Blodgett.  This 
new  firm  purchased  other  privileges  up  the 
river,  at  Stillmanville  and  White  Rock,  and  be- 
came incorporated  under  the  name  of  the  White 
Rock  Manufacturing  Co.,  now  the  property  of 
B.  B.  &  R.  Knight.  In  August,  1827,  they  be- 
gan the  construction  of  a  canal  from  Stillman- 
ville to  Westerly,  which  was  completed  in  May, 
1828,  at  an  expense  of  about  $10,000.  A  few 
years  later  other  manufacturing  industries  were 
begun,  which  developed  into  large  establish- 
ments and  made  the  town  quite  noted  as  a  tex- 
tile   manufacturing    centre.    The  Westerly 


the  town  is  that  which  has  been  developed  by 
its  quarries.  Westerly  granite  being  considered 
the  finest  for  many  purposes  that  can  be  found 
in  the  world,  and  the  fine  productions  in  the 
line  of  sculpture  have  made  the  town  famous. 

C.  B.  Cottrell  &  Sons  Co — Manufacturers  of 
printing  presses,  including  rotary  web  printing 
presses  for  high  class  work,  two  revolution|stop 
cylinder,  lithograph  and  drum  cylinder  presses. 
Business  established  in  1855.  Incorporated  in 
1892.  Capitalized  for  $800,000.  Employ  about 
500  hands.  Works  located  in  Westerly,  R.  I.,^n 
the  west  bank  of  the  Pawcatuck  River.  Busi- 
ness offices,  No.  41  Park  Row,  New  York,  and 
No.  279  Dearborn  street,  Chicago,  111.  There 


Dixon  House  Square  and 
Woolen  Co.  plant  is  now  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant in  the  town,  and  the  Crefeld  Mills  and 
Solway  Mills  produce  some  of  the  finest  fabrics 
that  are  made  in  the  state,  and  the  mills  are 
well  constructed  for  textile  manufacturing. 
The  other  manufacturing  plants  within  the 
limits  of  the  town  are  the  Westerly  Silk  Mill, 
the  Campbell  Mills  Co.  at  Potter  Hill,  the  Ash- 
away  Woolen  Co.  at  Ashaway,  and  the  Bethel 
Mills  Co.  at  Ashaway,  the  Wm.  Clark  Co.'s 
Thread  Works,  now  the  property  of  the  Ameri- 
can Thread  Co.  combination,  and  the  C.  B.  Cot- 
trell &  Sons  Co.  plant  where  the  famous  Cot- 
trell printing  presses  are  made.  Outside  of 
manufacturing,  the  most  important  industry  of 


High  Street,  Westerly,  R.  I. 

are  a  number  of  manufacturing  plants  in  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island  that  have  given  her 
the  reputation  of  being  the  leading  State  in 
the  Union  for  the  production  of  certain  lines  of 
goods,  like  the  Gorham  Mfg.  Co.,  Brown  & 
Sharpe  Mfg.  Co.,  The  American  Screw  Co., 
Nicholson  File  Co.  and  others,  but  none  of  them 
have  given  her  quite  so  striking  a  reputation  as 
this  printing  press  concern  in  the  town  of  West- 
erly, because  there  is  scarcely  a  magazine  or 
periodical  of  any  kind  issued  in  the  United 
States,  with  a  circulation  of  any  great  extent, 
that  is  not  printed  upon  one  of  their  presses, 
and  there  are  very  few  printers  in  this  country 
who  aim  to  do  the  finest  of  work,  who  are  not 
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using  the  Cottrell  Printing  Presses,  which  pro- 
duce the  finest  illustrated  work  that  is  possible 
to  be  obtained  by  the  art  of  printing.    The  old 


I 


C.  B.  Cottrell. 

time  drum  cylinder  that  to-day  is  very  important 
for  the  country  printer,  met  all  of  the  require- 
ments when  that  press  was  considered  quite 
sufficient  for  the  demands  of  the  time,  when  the 
letter-press  of  America  contained  very  few  illus- 
trations, and  those  very  coarse,  and  color  print- 
ing had  scarcely  been  dreamed  of.  Since  that 
period,  however,  the  production  of  half-tone 
plates  has  made  the  matter  of  illustrating  very 
simple  and  inexpensive,  and  the  tri-color  process 
has  given  the  common  printer  an  opportunity  to 
compete  with  the  lithographer,  in  producing 
colors,  a  position  that  was  considered  entirely 
exclusive  up  to  that  time.  These  new  inven- 
tions gave  the  printing  press  manufacturers  an 
opportunity  to  do  business  on  a  much  larger 
scale  than  they  had  ever  enjoyed  before,  for 
they  meant  a  greater  demand  for  printed  mat- 
ter and  consequently  a  greater  demand  for 
printing  machinery,  provided  the  machinery 
could  meet  the  requirements  of  the  new  pro- 
cess. The  Cottrell  Company  were  the  first  to 
produce  the  finely  adjusted  half-tone  printing 
press,  thereby  revolutionizing  the  method  of 
printing  in  this  country.  F'iist  producing  their 
two-revolution  perfecting  press,  with  their 
patent  automatic  shifting  tympan,  which  pre- 
vents "offset"  or  smirching,  and  later  their 
magazine  rotary  web-perfecting  machine,  which 
handles  the  immense  editions  of  the  popular 
magazines  and  illustrated  papers  of  the  country, 
such  as  Munsey's,  Scribner's,  McClure's,  Les- 
lie's, the  Ladies'  Home  Journal,  the  Youth's 
Companion,  Saturday  Evening  Post  and  many 
others,  which  are  filled  with  half-tone  illustra- 
tions, all  of  which  are  printed  with  an  elegance 


that  twenty  years  ago  would  have  been  thought 
impossible  even  on  one  of  the  slow  flat-bed 
presses.  These  large  rotary  web  presses  print 
sixty-four  pages  of  a  magazine  folded  and  de- 
livered in  four  sixteen-page  signatures,  the  tops, 
bottoms  and  sides  of  the  signatures  being  cut 
on  the  machine,  without  sacrificing  the  margins. 
The  bound  book  has  all  leaves  open,  preserving 
the  appearance  of  an  uncut  magazine.  These 
machines  are  also  more  or  less  in  use  in  foreign 
countries.  The  plant  where  these  machines 
are  made  is  one  of  the  best  equipped  in  the 
country,  and  the  most  skilled  labor  is  employed 
in  producing  the  best  printing  machinery  that 
is  made  in  the  world  for  high  class  work. 

C.  B.  Cottrell,  the  founder  of  the  business, 
was  born  in  Westerly,  R.  I.,  August  15,  1821, 
where  he  died  in  May,  1893.  He  early  learned 
the  trade  of  a  machinist,  and  in  1855  began  the 
manufacture  of  printing  presses  in  a  small  way. 
His  first  productions  gave  evidence  of  care  and 
painstaking  in  construction,  the  best  of  material 
being  used.  Evidently  his  motto  was  then,  as 
it  has  been  all  through  his  business  career, 
"The  best  of  material  and  the  finest  of  work- 
manship." Mr.  Cottrell  was  one  of  the  most 
influential  men  of  Westerly,  and  his  labors  in 
behalf  of  the  town  has  probably  had  more  to  do 
with  its  growth  than  those  of  any  other  person. 

Mr.  Cottrell's  four  sons  have  taken  an  active 
part  in  the  affairs  of  the  company,  aiding  mate- 
rially in  producing  up-to-date  improvements,  and 
in  adv^ancing  the  interests  of  the  concern.  The 
death  of  the  third  son,  Calvert  B.  Cottrell,  in 
April,  1901,  was  a  sad  event  for  the  town  and  a 
great  blow  to  the  company,  as  he  had  made  his 
personality  an  important  factor  in  the  business 


Calvert  Byron  Cottrell. 


of  the  concern.  The  officers  of  the  company  are  : 
Edgar  H.  Cottrell,  President ;  Charles  P.  Cot- 
trell, Treasurer  ;  Arthur  M.  Cottrell,  Secretary. 
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The  Solway  Mills. — Manufacturers  of  fancy 
colored  cotton  goods,  consisting  of  fine  Madras 
shirtings  and  dress  goods,  such  as  zephyrs,  tis- 
sues, wash  silks,  fancy  organdies  and  embroid- 
ered lawns.  These  goods  come  into  competi- 
tion with  the  finer  grades  of  foreign  fabrics, 
which  have  heretofore  had  a  monopoly  of  the 
American  market.  Business  established  in 
1901  by  Albert  E.  Henry  and  Robert  Dow. 


River,  which  supplies  the  power  for  two  tur- 
bines and  two  overshot  Stillman  water  wheels. 
Albert  E.  Henry  was  born  in  Lawrence,  Mass., 
December  31,  1869.  He  learned  the  textile 
manufacturing  business  at  the  works  of  the 
Lorraine  Mfg.  Co.,  of  Pawtucket,  where  he  had 
been  employed  for  eighteen  years,  and  as  Treas- 
urer MacColl's  assistant  during  the  last  five 
years.    Robert  Dow  was  born  in  Edinburgh, 


The  Solway  Mills,  Westerly,  R.  I. 


Mills  located  in  Westerly,  R.  I.  The  property 
was  formerly  known  as  the  Stillman  Mills,  and 
was  last  occupied  by  Campbell,  Henault  &  Co., 
in  the  manufacture  of  woolen  goods,  which  con- 
cern moved  to  Woonsocket  in  1899.  Three 
hundred  looms  are  now  being  operated,  and 
about  two  hundred  hands  are  employed,  making 
a  most  enterprising  manufacturing  concern  for 
the  town  of  Westerly.  The  power  for  the  plant 
is  supplied  by  a  250  horse  power  steam  engine, 
and  there  is  a  water  privilege  on  the  Pawcatuck 


Scotland,  P"ebruary  8,  1864.  He  came  to  Amer- 
ica in  1893.  He  has  had  a  long  experience  in 
designing  all  kinds  of  fancy  goods,  holding  the 
Queen's  Medal  and  the  Owen  Jones'  Medal  for 
textile  design.  He  has  been  connected  with  R. 
A.  Whytlaw  &  Sons,  and  Caldwell,  Young  & 
Co.,  of  Glasgow,  and  for  seven  years  was  head 
designer  for  the  Lorraine  Mfg.  Co.  of  Pawtucket, 
R.  I.  This  concern  promises  to  be  one  of  the 
most  creditable  manufacturing  enterprises  in 
the  State. 
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Westerly  Woolen  Co. — Manufacturers  of  fancy 
cassimeres  and  worsted  goods,  the  same  kind  of 
goods  that  were  made  when  the  plant  was  first 
begun  over  fifty  years  ago.     The  first  mill 
building  of  the  plant  now  owned  by  W.  O.  & 
L.  W.  Arnold,  was  begun  about  the  year  1848 
by  Babcock  &  Morse,  upon  the  Rhode  Island 
side  of  the  Pawcatuck  River,  in  Westerly,  R.  I., 
and  soon  after  O.  M.  Stillman  built  the  brick 
structure  upon  the  Connecticut   side  of  the 
stream,  that  portion  of  the  town  being  known, 
locally,  as  Stillman- 
ville.  Additions  from 
time  totimehavebeen 
made,  the  largest  of 
which  was  built  in 
1862.     In    1875  the 
property  was  sold  to 
the  present  owners, 
since  which  time  a 
number  of  additions 
have  been  built,  the 
entire  plant,  known 
under  the  name  of  the 
Westerly  Woolen  Co., 
now  being  one  of  the 
most  extensive  in  this 
part  of  the  State,  giv- 
ing  employment  to 
about  450  operatives. 
The  goods  manufac- 
tured by  the  Westerly 
Woolen  Company 
have  won  a  good  rep- 
utation, and  in  times 
of  prosperity  the  de- 
mand for  these  fabrics 
is  very  great.  This  is 
one  of  the  best  located  and  most  picturesque 
manufacturing  plants  in  New  England.  The 
mill  buildings  having  been  built  at  different 
times,  they  were  not  all  designed  after  one 
style,  but  were  put  up  to  meet  the  increase  of 
business  that  the  concern  experienced  from 
year  to  year,  apparently  without  any  special 
regard  for  architectural  beauty  or  grandeur,  but 
after  the  plant  was  finally  massed  under  one 
management,  it  was  found  that  the  variety  of 
buildings  rather  added  to  its  attractiveness  than 
otherwise.    The  brick  mill  upon  the  left  (the 
Connecticut  side  of  the  river),  is  similar  in  form 
to  many  Rhode  Island  factories,  with  a  bell 


Warren 


tower  in  front  in  the  center  of  the  building,  and 
is  very  attractive.  The  buildings  upon  the 
Rhode  Island  side  of  the  stream,  although  not 
as  attractive,  are  so  arranged  as  to  give  the 
entire  establishment  a  very  striking  and  busi- 
ness-like appearance.  The  water  privilege  is  an 
excellent  one,  the  Pawcatuck  being  what  may 
generally  be  termed  a  never-failing  stream. 
There  are  several  woolen  manufacturing  con- 
cerns in  this  part  of  Rhode  Island,  all  doing 
an  extensive  business,  manufacturing  high- 
grade  goods,  which 
have  aided  in  giving 
to  the  town  of  West- 
erly a  wide  reputation 
as  a  manufacturing 
town,  ranking  among 
the  leading  textile 
centres  of  the  coun- 
try, but  none  of  them 
have  so  extensive  a 
plant  as  the  Westerly 
Woolen  Company. 

Warren  O.  Arnold, 
whose  business  inter- 
ests have  been  identi- 
fied with  the  town  of 
Westerly  for  many 
years,  was  born  in 
Coventry,  R.  I.,  June 
3,  1839.  In  i860  he 
became  a  merchant  in 
the  village  of  Maple- 
ville,  R.  I.,  and  after 
a  four  years  experi- 
ence in  this  line,  he 
began  the  manufac- 
0.  Arnold.  t^^e  of  cotton  goods. 

Continuing  in  this  business  until  1866,  he  then 
turned  his  attention  to  the  woolen  manufacture, 
and  he  has  been  a  manufacturer  of  woolen  goods 
ever  since  that  time,  and  the  senior  member  of 
the  Westerly  Woolen  Company  for  over  twenty 
years.  Mr.  Arnold  was  elected  from  the  Second 
District  to  represent  Rhode  Island  in  the 
National  House  of  Representatives,  in  the  Fif- 
tieth, Fifty-First  and  Fifty-Fourth  Congress, 
and  his  labors  in  behalf  of  the  State  have  won 
for  him  the  commendation  of  its  citizens.  He 
has  served  on  several  important  committees, 
the  most  important  of  which  were  the  com- 
mittees on  Banking  and  Currency,  and  Indian 


AND  BUSINESS  MEN  OE  RHODE  ISLAND. 


157 


affairs  of  the  Fifty-Eirst  Congress,  and  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations  of  the  Eifty-Eourth 
Congress.  Mr.  Arnold's  long  experience  as  a 
manufacturer  has  placed  him  in  a  position  where 
his  opinion  is  widely  sought  for  upon  business 
matters  by  men  launching  out  in  manufacturing 
enterprises,  and  therefore  he  is  eminently  quali- 
fied to  hold  a  position  where  his  influence  can 
be  felt  in  the  making  of  the  laws  of  this  country. 
Mr.  Arnold's  place  of  residence  for  a  number  of 


tablished  in  1895  by  Willis  A.  Eenner.  Works 
located  at  212  Union  street.  Providence.  The 
only  manufactory  of  the  kind  in  the  State.  Do 
an  extensive  business  in  all  parts  of  the  United 
States. 

The  Smith  Granite  Co — Workers  of  granite. 
Quarries  in  Westerly,  R.  I.  Business  estab- 
lished in  1846  by  Orlando  Smith,  who  began  to 
open  the  quarry  upon  the  site  of  what  is  now 
the  plant  of  the  Smith  (iranite  Co.,  and  which 


Plant  of  the  Westerly  Woolen  Co.,  Westerly,  R.  I. 


years  has  been  Chepachet,  R.  I.  L.  W.  Arnold, 
his  brother,  is  the  other  member  of  the  firm, 
who  resides  in  Westerly. 

Crefeld  Mills — Manufacturers  of  fancy  dress 
goods.  Works  located  on  the  Connecticut  side 
of  the  Pawcatuck  river  in  Westerly,  R.  I. 
Property  of  the  Lorraine  Mfg.  Co.,  of  Paw- 
tucket,  R.  I.  Employ  about  300  hands.  The 
mill  plant  is  modern  in  every  respect,  and  the 
machinery  is  all  of  the  latest  manufacture. 

American  Endoscopic  Co. — Manufacturers  of 
electrically  lighted  surgical  instruments  and  at- 
tachments, and  miniature  lamps.    Business  es- 


has  become  famous  for  producing  the  finest 
granite  to  be  found  in  America  for  fine  statuary. 
At  the  beginning  the  granite  was  used  mostly 
for  building  purposes,  but  as  the  working  of  the 
quarry  brought  out  such  a  fine  grade  of  stone, 
headstones  and  monuments  for  cemeteries  were 
turned  out,  and  gradually  the  business  in  this 
line  developed  to  large  proportions,  and  by  the 
reputation  that  this  granite  has  made,  the  town 
of  Westerly  has  won  a  reputation  that  has  made 
it  famous  as  the  centre  of  this  line  of  business 
in  America.    The  concern  was  organized  under 
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the  name  of  the  Smith  Granite  Co.  in  1887,  with 
a  capital  of  ^100,000,  the  son  of  the  founder, 
Orlando  R.  Smith  being  President  and  General 
Manager  of  the  company,  and  John  P.  Randall, 
Secretary.  The  directors  were  O.  R.  Smith, 
H.  H.  S.  Cathcart,  J.  E.  Smith,  J.  P.  Randall 
and  W.  S.  Martin.  Under  the  new  organiza- 
tion the  business  developed  to  a  point  where 


ager  of  the  business.  The  Board  of  Directors 
include  the  above  officers  and  Albert  L.  Ches- 
ter, William  Hoxsey,  George  S.  Greenman, 
John  Champlin,  Julia  E.  Smith  and  Orlando  R. 
Smith  who  is  made  Vice-President  of  the  com- 
pany. The  capitalization  remains  the  same  as 
before,  ^100,000,  and  about  the  same  number  of 
hands  are  employed.    Among  the  great  produc- 
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One  of  the  Quarries  of  the  Smith  Granite  Co.,  Westerly,  R.  I. 


about  300  workmen  were  employed,  and  they 
represented  men  of  nearly  all  nations,  many  of 
which  were  Germans,  Italians,  Swedes,  English- 
men and  Scotchmen,  and  they  were  all  the  best 
of  workmen.  The  company  was  reorganized  in 
igoi,  the  officers  now  being  Henry  H.  Gallup, 
President,  of  Norwich,  Treasurer  of  the  State  of 
Connecticut  ;  Thomas  P.  Nichols,  Treasurer,  of 
Westerly,  Cashier  of  the  National  Phenix  Bank; 
William  S.  Martin,  Secretary  and  General  Man- 


tions  in  granite  that  this  company  has  turned 
out  probably  the  most  worderful  piece  of  work 
was  the  equestrian  statue  of  Washington,  made 
from  a  solid  block  of  granite,  and  weighing 
twenty  tons.  This  is  the  only  equestrian 
statue  ever  cut  in  granite.  It  was  set  upon  a 
pedestal  twenty  feet  high  in  Allegheny  City, 
Pa.  The  principal  business  of  the  company  is 
the  building  of  mausoleums,  which  range  in 
price  from  ^10,000  to  ^100,000. 
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Westerly  Silk  Mill  Co.  —  Throwsters  of  all 
kinds  of  twisted  silk  thread.  They  take  the 
raw  silk,  reel  it  off  on  to  spools,  put  it  through 


John  W.  Conant. 


the  various  processes,  including  the  spinning  of 
the  thread,  and  this  is  sent  out  of  this  factory  in 
the  gum,  all  ready  for  the  dye  house,  where  the 
gum  is  boiled  out  and  the  colors  set  that  are  de- 
sired, after  which  it  is  finished  and  ready  for  the 
market.  This  factory  simply  prepares  the 
thread  for  the  dyers,  and  has  a  capacity  for  pro- 
ducing about  1000  pounds  a  week.  Business 
established  in  Westerly  in  1895  by  John  W. 
Conant,  Eugene  Atwood  and  E.  E.  Bradley. 
Business  incorporated  January  i,  1896.  Capi- 
talized for  $15,000.  Employ  65  hands.  Officers  : 
John  W.  Conant,  President  and  Manager ;  Ed- 
ward E.  Bradley,  Treasurer ;  Eugene  E.  Brad- 
ley, Secretary.  Mr.  Conant,  the  General  Man- 
ager of  the  company,  was  born  in  Hartford, 
Conn.,  August  30,  1854,  but  resided  in  Willi- 
mantic.  Conn.,  during  his  boyhood,  where  he 
learned  the  trade  of  a  silk  worker  under  his 
father,  who  was  the  Superintendent  of  the 
Holland  Mfg.  Co.,  of  that  place.  After  learning 
his  trade  he  was  employed  by  Belding,  Paul  & 
Co.,  of  Montreal,  Canada,  as  Superintendent, 
then  by  the  Eureka  Silk  Co.,  of  East  Hampton, 
Conn.,  for  a  term  of  ten  years.    After  this  he 


went  into  the  silk  manufacturing  business  on 
his  own  account  in  Gurleyville,  Conn.,  where  he 
remained  for  six  years,  prior  to  entering  into 
the  present  business.  Mr.  Conant  is  considered 
one  of  the  best  throwsters  in  the  country.  This 
is  the  only  plant  of  its  kind  in  Rhode  Island. 
Eugene  Atwood  is  President  and  Manager  of 
the  Atwood,  Morrison  Co.,  of  Stonington,  and 
E.  E.  Bradley  is  Vice-President  of  that  company, 
where  all  of  the  silk  machinery  used  in  the 
Westerly  mill  is  made. 

William  Clark  Co.  (The  American  Thread 
Co.) — Manufacturers  of  six  cord  cotton  thread. 
The  mill  is  located  on  the  Connecticut  side  of 
the  Pawcatuck  river,  and  on  the  N.  Y.,  N.  H. 
and  Hartford  Railroad,  which  afford  ample 
facilities  for  receiving  their  coal  supply  by 
barges  direct  to  their  dock  on  the  river,  and 
for  shipping  their  goods  by  rail  without  the 
necessity  of  carting  their  productions  to  the 
freight  yards  of  the  town,  there  being  a  siding 
built  expressly  for  this  concern.  The  mills  are 
built  upon  the  slow-burning  construction  plan, 
and  the  whole  plant  is  thoroughly  equipped  with 
automatic  sprinklers,  and  in  other  ways  has  all 
the  modern  appliances  for  protection  against 
fire.  The  machinery  employed  in  the  mills  is 
of  the  most  improved  kind,  and  the  result  is, 
that  the  product  of  The  William  Clark  Co.  has 
made  for  itself  an  excellent  reputation,  both  in 
the  spool  cotton  and  yarn  trades.  The  main 
product  of  the  mill  is  a  six-cord  sewing  cotton, 
known  as  "The  William  Clark  Co.'s  Best  Six 
Cord,"  and  is  sold  from  one  end  of  the  United 
States  to  the  other. 

William  Clark,  who  was  formerly  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  company,  began  the  manufacture  of 
thread  along  about  1850,  and  to  his  energy  is  due 
many  of  the  improvements  that  have  made 
American  spool  cotton  the  best  that  is  made  in 
the  world.  A  large  force  of  workmen  is  em- 
ployed. An  extensive  steam  plant  furnishes 
power.  This  is  one  of  the  largest  thread  plants 
in  the  United  States,  and  a  valuable  acquisition 
to  the  town  of  Westerly.  The  property  is  now 
owned  by  The  American  Thread  Co.  combina- 
tion, of  New  York,  T.  M.  Ives,  Secretary  and 
Treasurer.  The  plant  is  one  of  the  most  impos- 
ing of  the  town  since  the  enlargement  of  the 
main  factory  a  few  months  ago,  making  it  one  of 
largest  of  this  section. 
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R.  A.  Sherman. — Manufacturer  of  dye  tubs, 
tanks,  etc.,  for  mill  purposes,  also  all  kinds  of 
lumber  moldings  and  finish  for  building  pur- 
poses. Also  contractor  and  builder.  Works 
located  on  Main  street,  in  Westerly,  R.  I.  Em- 
ploys about  75  hands.  Business  established  in 
1870  by  the  present  owner,  Mr.  Robert  A.  Sher- 
man, who  was  born  in  lixeter,  R.  I.,  January  3, 
1843.  He  located  in  Westerly  in  1863,  where 
he  learned  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  of  Hall  & 
Dickerson,  and  in  1870  he  began  business  in  a 
small  way  on  his  own  account,  gradually  increas- 
ing until  he  now  has  developed  one  of  the  largest 


such  as  planing  and  molding  machines,  band 
saws,  lathes,  etc.  The  power  for  the  plant  is 
supplied  by  a  steam  engine  of  about  100  horse 
power,  l^elow  the  mill  and  office  that  are 
located  in  town,  are  store  houses  and  lumber 
yards  farther  down  the  river,  near  Long  Island 
Sound.  Also  the  yard  formerly  occupied  by 
Randolph,  Bentley  &  Co.  The  accompanying 
cut  represents  the  planing  mill  and  a  part  of  the 
yards  on  Main  street. 

National  Button  Co. — Manufacturers  of  shoe 
and  clothing  buttons,  eyelets,  etc.  Business 
incorporated   October   18,    1900.  Capitalized 


R.  A.  Sherman's  Planing  Mill,  Pawcatuck  River,  Westerly.  R.  I. 


planing  mills  in  the  State,  and  his  contracting 
and  lumber  business  has  developed  to  large  pro- 
portions. His  lumber  yard  and  mill  being 
located  on  the  Pawcatuck  River,  he  is  afforded 
the  unusual  facility  of  having  his  lumber  brought 
direct  to  his  yards  by  water,  thereby  saving  the 
extra  cost  of  cartage.  Among  the  many  build- 
ings that  Mr.  Sherman  has  built  in  town  are 
the  Public  Library  building.  National  Niantic 
Bank  building,  William  Clark  Co.'s  Thread 
mills,  C.  B.  Cottrell  &  Sons'  Machine  shop,  and 
many  private  residences.  The  mill  is  equipped 
with  all  of  the  modern  machinery  required  in 
producing  general  builders'  finish  of  all  kinds. 


for  ;^  100,000.  The  officers  of  the  company  are: 
H.  Martin  Brown,  President;  A.  Curtis  Ting- 
ley,  Treasurer;  Frederic  A.  Chase,  Secretary. 
The  works  and  office  are  located  in  the 
Brown  Building,  257  West  Exchange  street, 
Providence. 

Donley  &  Co.— Manufacturers  of  a  general 
line  of  ladies'  gold  plated  jewelry,  including 
stick  pins,  studs,  ear-rings,  etc.  Business  es- 
tablished in  1891.  Works  located  in  a  new 
brick  factory  built  by  John  E.  Donley, 
the  proprietor,  at  4  Addison  Place,  Providence, 
in  1898.  Their  goods  are  sold  in  all  parts  of 
the  United  States. 
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Brown  Bros.  Co. — Manufacturers  and  manu- 
facturers' agents  for  all  kinds  of  mill  supplies. 
One  of  the  largest  in  the  United  States.  In- 
corporated in  1893.  Officers:  D.  Russell  Brown, 
President  and  Treasurer;  Milton  B.  Brown,  Sec- 
retary. Daniel  Russell  Brown,  the  thirty-ninth 
Governor  of  Rhode  Island  (1892-5),  was  born 
at  Bolton,  Tolland  county,  Conn.,  March  28, 
1848,  son  of  Arba  Harrison  and  Harriet 
Dart  Brown.  His  youth  was  spent  on 
father's  farm  and  his  early  education  was 
tained  in  the  Bolton  district  schools.  Subse- 
quently he  prosecuted  his  studies  at  the  academy 
at  Manchester  and  still  later  at  Hartford.  Hav- 
ing completed  the  course 
of  study,  he  entered  at 
once  on  a  business  career, 
beginning  as  a  clerk  in  a 
hardware  store  at  Rock- 
ville,  Conn.  Two  years 
after^vard  he  became  head 
salesman  in  the  leading 
hardware  establisment  at 
Hartford.  In  January,  1870, 
he  took  charge  of  the  mill 
supply  store  owned  by 
Cyrus  White  in  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.  Within  three 
months  he  formed  a  part- 
nership with  William  But- 
ler &  Son,  the  style  be- 
coming Butler,  Brown  & 
Co.,  and  in  1877  the  firm 
of  Brown  Bros.  &  Co.,  as 
it  then  became,  was  the 
largest  establishment  of 
the  kind  in  the  United 
States.  In  1893  the  com- 
pany was  incorporated  as 
Co.  While  giving  close  attention  to  his  large 
and  constantly  increasing  business  interests  he 
found  time  to  take  an  active  and  intelligent  part 
in  political  affairs.  A  staunch  Republican,  he 
became  one  of  the  foremost  members  of  the 
party  in  the  city  and  State.  In  1880  he  was 
elected  to  the  Common  Council  of  the  city  of 
Providence,  serving  in  that  body  four  years.  In 
1885  he  was  nominated  by  the  Republicans  as 
Mayor  of  Providence,  but  declined  the  honor. 
In  1888  he  was  one  of  the  presidential  electors 
of  the  State,  and  in  1892  was  nominated  and 
elected  Governor  of  Rhode  Island,  receiving 
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D.  Russell  Brown,  Ex-Governor  of  Rhode  Island, 
the  Brown  Bros. 


27,461  votes,  and  John  W.  Davis,  Democrat, 
25,433.  The  total  vote  was  54,679,  the  largest 
ever  cast  in  the  State.  In  1893  he  again  was  a 
candidate.  David  S.  Baker,  Jr.,  was  the  nomi- 
nee of  the  Democrats,  and  Henry  B.  Metcalf,  of 
the  Prohibitionists.  The  votes  for  the  respec- 
tive candidates  were  22,015,  21,830  and  3,265, 
and  there  being  no  choice  by  the  people,  the 
choice  devolved  upon  the  General  Assembly, 
and  Governor  Brown  held  over  on  account  of  a 
disagreement  between  the  two  branches  of  the 
Assembly.  In  April,  1894,  Governor  Brown 
polled  29,179  votes  and  David  S.  Baker,  Jr.. 
Democrat,  22,924,  the  former's  plurality  being 
6,255.  It  was  largely  due 
to  Governor  Brown's  ad- 
vocacy that  the  amend- 
ment to  the  constitution 
providing  for  elections  by 
plurality  was  adopted.  He 
also  favored  biennial  elec- 
tions and  exercised  a 
potent  influence  in  secur- 
ing the  passage  of  the  free 
text  book  law,  measures 
for  the  improvement  of 
highways,  the  anti-pool 
selling  law,  the  medical 
practitioners'  law,  the  laws 
regulating  the  business  of 
surety  companies  and 
building  and  loan  associa- 
tions, the  factory  inspec- 
tors' law,  and  the  revision 
of  the  statutes.  During 
his  three  years'  adminis- 
tration Governor  Brown 
was  especially  interested 
in  the  State  militia,  and  to  his  wisdom  and  good 
judgment  was  in  a  great  measure  due  the  high 
standard  in  discipline  and  efficiency  it  then  at- 
tained. He  was  New  England's  candidate  for 
the  Vice-Presidency  before  the  Republican 
National  convention  in  1896. 

F.  A.  Leonard  &  Co.  —  Manufacturers  of 
electroplated  brooches  and  sterling  silver  sus- 
pender mountings.  Business  established  in 
1892  as  the  J.  M.  Chandler  Co.,  and  was  pur- 
chased by  Frederick  A.  Leonard  in  1899,  who 
died  in  April,  1901.  The  business  is  now  carried 
on  under  the  management  of  Frank  P.  Stanley, 
trustee.  Works  located  at  157  Orange  street, 
Providence.    Employ  40  hands. 
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National  Ring  Traveler  Co.  —  Manufacturers 
of  ring  travelers  and  mill  specialties,  including 
filling  forks,  spinning  frame  saddles,  belt  hooks, 
etc.  Business  incorporated  in  1893.  Officers  : 
Joseph  E.  Jenckes,  President ;  A.  Curtis  Ting- 
ley,  Treasurer  and  General  Manager.  Office 
and  works  located  in  the  new  Brown  Building  at 
251  to  265  West  Exchange  street.  Providence. 
The  new  building  which  was  recently  completed 
and  occupied  by  the  company,  is  one  of  the  most 
substantial  manufacturing  buildings  in  the  State, 
it  being  built  with  the  idea  of  providing  great 
strength  for  the  accommodation  of  heavy 
machinery,  and  at  the 
same  time  providing 
ample  light  for  every 
part  of  the  building. 
It  has  a  frontage  on 
West  Exchange  street 
of  130  feet,  six  stories 
high,  with  a  depth  of 
64  feet,  and  an  ell 
40x42  feet,  extending 
from  the  centre  of  the 
rear  end  of  the  main 
building,  which  gives  a 
depth  of  104  feet  for 
the  centre  of  the  main 
structure.  On  the  rear 
or  railroad  side  of  the 
building  there  are  seven 
stories.  There  are  four 
one-story  buildings 
erected  near  the  main 
building  with  dimen- 
sions as  follows:  33  x  78 
feet,  33  X  52  feet,  38x40 
feet  and  33  x  50  feet. 
With  these  four  build- 
ings added  to  the  main  structure  it  is  one  of  the 
largest  manufacturing  plants  in  the  city  of 
Providence.  The  building,  which  was  built  by 
Col.  H.  Martin  Brown,  has  been  leased  by  the 
National  Ring  Traveler  Co.  for  a  term  of  years. 

Since  the  invention  of  the  ring  traveler  in 
1828,  it  may  be  said  to  have  passed  through  a 
kind  of  process  of  evolution,  each  improvement 
making  a  desirable  effect  upon  the  quality  of 
textiles,  until  now  the  acme  of  perfection  may 
well  be  said  to  have  been  reached  in  the  trav- 
elers made  by  this  company,  which  are  cut  and 
bent  on  automatic  machines,  the  various  sizes 


A.  Curtis  Tingley. 


and  styles  requiring  the  use  of  more  than  fifty 
different  kinds,  as  a  machine  that  will  produce 
one  style  of  traveler  is  not  adapted  for  another. 
These  machines  all  have  their  own  complete  set 
of  tools  and  are  always  kept  in  perfect  order  for 
immediate  use.  Very  great  improvements  have 
been  made  by  the  company  during  the  past  few 
years  in  the  method  of  tempering,  which  insure 
greater  uniformity,  and  corresponding  improve- 
ments have  also  been  accomplished  in  other 
parts  of  the  work,  which,  being  divided  into 
classes,  each  workman  has  only  a  certain  class 
to  perform  and  an  established  grade  of  sizes  to 

make.  In  this  way  he 
becomes  an  expert  in 
the  production  of  those 
sizes  and  styles  that 
fall  to  his  department. 
As  these  travelers, 
through  the  hardening 
process,  are  converted 
into  steel  of  a  watch 
spring  temper,  and  in 
every  other  way  made 
perfect  in  finish  and 
form,  only  the  most  ex- 
perienced of  workmen 
are  employed. 

The  business  of  this 
company,  which  has 
been  developed  under 
the  management  of  Mr. 
Tingley,  is  one  of  the 
most  important  of  our 
State,  their  goods  be- 
ing considered  of  the 
highest  grade,  and 
reaching  an  extensive 
foreign  as  well  as 
a  broad  market  throughout  the  United  States. 

Linden  Worsted  Mills.  —  Manufacturers  of 
fancy  worsteds  for,  men's  wear.  Business  estab- 
lished in  1899.  Part  of  the  present  factory  was 
built  in  1814.  Walter  F.  Slade,  Agent.  Fac- 
tory located  in  Chepachet,  R.  I.  Employ  about 
50  hands.  Power  furnished  by  the  Chepachet 
River.  A  steam  engine  supplies  the  power  in 
times  of  low  water.  A  large  factory  in  the 
rear  of  the  present  establishment  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire  in  1898,  which  gave  employment 
to  some  300  hands  when  the  plant  was  in 
operation. 


Brown  Building,  Rear  View,  National  Ring  Traveler  Co.,  West  Exchange  Street,  Providence. 
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Norcross  Brothers — Contractors  and  builders, 
and  manufacturers  of  building  materials  in 
stone  at  their  steam  stone  works  at  the  corner 
of  Kinsley  and  Sims  avenues.  Providence,  which 
are  the  largest  of  any  works  of  their  kind  in 
New  England.  The  plant  was  built  in  1895 
principally  to  prepare  the  marble  for  the  State 
House  on  Smith's  Hill,  which  is  now  nearing 
completion,  but  now  are  used  in  preparing  the 
stone  material  for  other  buildings  that  the  firm 
are  constructing,  including  the  Union  Trust 
building  at  the  corner  of  Westminster  and  Dor- 
rance  streets,  the  loftiest  business  block  in  the 
city,  twelve  stories  high,  and  one  of  the  most 
attractive,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  cut  upon  the 
opposite  page,  which  marks  the  latest  style  of 


the  mill  by  a  steam  capstan,  this  same  power 
serving  to  place  the  marble  or  granite  blocks 
under  the  gang  saws,  and  removing  them  after 
they  have  been  sawed  into  the  desired  shape. 
There  are  four  ordinary  gang  saws,  and  two 
extra  large  ones,  besides  four  rip  saws,  all  ar- 
ranged in  a  row  at  the  east  side  of  the  mill. 
The  fact  that  as  many  as  forty-five  tons  of  mar- 
ble have  been  worked  under  one  of  these  saws 
at  one  time,  gives  some  idea  of  their  capacity. 
While  the  saws  are  working  a  stream  of  water, 
mingled  with  sand  and  chilled  iron,  is  kept  flow- 
ing upon  the  marble,  which  aids  very  materially 
in  the  work.  In  the  centre  of  the  mill  are  six 
power  double  stone  planers,  which  to  the  ordin- 
ary observer  are  the  most  interesting  of  all  the 
equipment  of  machinery  of  this  immense  plant. 
These  planers  are  capable  of  handling  twelve 
tons  at  a  time,  and  they  will  plane  a  straight 


Norcross  Brothers'  Steam  Stone  Works,  Corner  Kinsley  and  Sims  Avenues,  Providence. 


architecture  in  the  city  of  Providence  at  the 
opening  of  the  twentieth  century,  which  was 
designed  by  Stone,  Carpenter  &  Willson,  our 
local  architects.  This  building  will  be  devoted 
wholly  to  offices  for  business  and  professional 
men. 

The  stone  works  cover  an  area  of  several 
acres,  and  they  are  equipped  with  all  of  the 
modern  machinery  necessary  for  handling  all 
kinds  of  stone,  and  for  preparing  them  in  all  of 
the  varied  forms  that  are  required  for  building 
purposes.  They  are  located  near  the  tracks  of 
the  N.  Y.,  N.  H.  &  H.  R.  R.  Company.  In  the 
stock  yard  there  is  an  endless  rope  crane  of 
twenty  tons  capacity,  which  is  so  arranged  as  to 
enable  the  operator  to  convey  the  heavy  and 
bulky  stone  to  any  part  of  the  yard,  and  to  place 
it  on  to  cars  that  are  drawn  the  entire  length  of 


surface,  or,  by  putting  on  a  circular  attachment, 
the  machine  will  plane  a  curve  of  almost  any 
variation  from  a  true  circle.  At  the  northern 
end  of  the  mill  there  are  three  stone  lathes,  the 
largest  of  which  will  turn  a  shaft  twenty-two 
feet  in  length.  Near  these  is  a  large  heading 
machine,  which  in  reality  is  a  stone  planer,  but 
this  planer  moves  along  the  surface  of  the 
stationary  stone,  while  the  other  planers  are 
stationary,  and  the  stone  moves  along  as  fast  as 
it  is  planed.  This  heading  machine  planes  and 
cuts  molding  on  heads  of  stone  shafts,  and  also 
planes  straight  surfaces.  At  the  southern  end 
of  the  mill  are  three  large  rubbing  beds,  where 
the  smooth  surfaces  are  made  on  all  facing 
stone,  and  next  to  these  is  a  dental  saw,  which 
is  used  for  making  ornamental  work  on  stone. 
A  twelve  tori  electric  crane  extends  along  the 
entire  length  of  the  west  side  of  the  mill,  which 
handles  all  of  the  heavy  columns  and  blocks  of 
stone  very  rapidly,  and  in  all  parts  of  the  mill 
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are  small  hand  traveling  cranes  which  enable 
the  workmen  to  convey  any  piece  of  stone  to 
any  part  of  the  mill,  the  railway  tracks  which 
extend  throughout  the  plant  in  various  direc- 
tions, aiding  very  much  in  this  line  of  work. 
Very  little  old-fashioned  chiseling  by  hand  is 
done  in  this  establishment.  All  of  the  men  are 
provided  with  pneumatic  tools,  which  do  the 
work  much  more  rapidly  and  better  than  by  the 
old  method.  In  the  blacksmith  shop  are  emery 
wheels,  a  power  hammer,  forges,  and  all  the 
equipments  necessary  for  this  department, 
where  all  of  the  tools  for  planing  the  moldings, 
etc.,  are  shaped  and  kept  in  repair.  Power  for 
the  plant  is  supplied  by  two  lOO  horse  power 
Hicks  boilers,  and  one  200  horse  power  steam 
engine.  They  employ  upwards  of  250  workmen 
and  the  majority  of  them  are  the  most  skilled 
stone  cutters  that  can  be  found  in  any  part  of 
the  globe.  Norcross  Brothers  have  built  many 
large  edifices  in  this  State,  but  the  Capitol 
Building  is  of  course  their  crowning  effort,  and 
it  will  stand  as  a  monument  to  their  ability  as 
builders  as  striking  as  any  structure  that  they 
have  erected.  O.  W.  Norcross,  of  Worcester, 
Mass.,  where  their  main  office  is  located,  has 
been  the  head  of  the  firm  through  all  of  its 
many  years  of  prosperity.  Their  Providence 
office  is  located  in  the  Industrial  Trust  Build- 
ing. Among  the  buildings  erected  in  Rhode 
Island  besides  the  Union  Trust  Building  and 
the  State  House,  are  the  Banigan  Building,  In- 
dustrial Trust  Building,  R.  I.  Hospital  Trust, 
Lauderdale,  Francis,  and  Alice  Buildings,  Provi- 
dence Telephone  Co.  Building,  of  Providence. 
In  Boston  they  built  the  South  Terminal  Sta- 
tion, Exchange  Building,  Colonial  Theatre 
Building,  Tremont  Building,  Ames  Building  and 
Trinity  Church.  In  Worcester,  the  Worcester 
City  Hall,  and  State  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Co. 
Building.  The  Bank  of  Montreal,  Montreal, 
Canada;  Yale  Memorial  Dining  Hall  and  Audi- 
torium, New  Haven,  Conn.;  Equitable  Building, 
Baltimore,  Md.;  Marshall  Field  Building,  Chi- 
cago, 111.;  Allegheney  Court  House  and  Jail, 
Pittsburg,  Pa,;  Corcoran  Art  Gallery,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C;  New  York  City  Library,  and  the 
Library  of  Columbia  University. 

Woonsocket  Wagon  Mfg.  Co. — Manufacturers 
of  wagons  and  carriages  of  all  kinds,  including 
heavy  work  in  the  line  of  barges,  express 
wagons,  tip-carts,  farm  wagons,  drays,  etc.  Busi- 
ness established  originally  in  1870  by  Henry 
Marsh,  the  property  having  been  under  the 
management  of  several  companies  since  that 
time.  In  1900  Mr.  E.  E.  Southwick  purchased 
the  property,  and  March  i,  igoi,  the  business 
was  incorporated  under  the  present  name,  with 
a  capitalization  of  ;^io,ooo.  Some  thirty  hands 
are  employed,  and  the  plant  is  one  of  the  largest 
in  the  State,  equipped  with  all  of  the  modern 
machinery  necessary  for  the  manufacture  of 


wagons  of  every  description,  and  for  doing  re- 
pairing. Works  located  on  Worrall  street, 
Woonsocket,  R.  I.     Power  supplied  by  a  40 


Elwin  E.  Southwick. 


horse  power,  high  speed  Erie  engine,  and  45 
horse  power  electric  plant.  The  company  have 
a  complete  blacksmith  shop  which  is  carried  on 
in  connection  with  their  carriage  business.  They 
also  have  a  large  shoeing  shop  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  street.  Officers  of  the  company 
are:  Elwin  E.  Southwick,  President;  Fred 
Cleveland,  Treasurer  and  Secretary.  Mr.  South- 
wick, President  and  General  Manager  of  the 
business,  was  born  in  Uxbridge,  Mass.,  April 
10,  1865.  He  learned  the  business  of  carriage 
making  of  his  father,  Mr.  George  Southwick, 
who  carried  on  the  carriage  manufacturing  bus- 
iness in  Uxbridge  which  was  established  by 
his  father,  and  was  a  continuation  of  the 
same  line  of  business  established  in  North 
Smithfield,  R.  I.,  fully  a  century  ago,  by  Eber 
Southwick,  who  was  the  great-grandfather  of 
Elwin  E.  Southwick,  who  began  manufacturing 
on  his  own  account  in  his  native  place  under  the 
firm  name  of  E.  E,  Southwick  &  Co.,  his  father 
being  the  partner.  In  1895  he  transferred  the 
business  to  Woonsocket,  locating  on  South 
Main  street,  where  he  remained  until  1900  when 
the  present  plant  was  purchased  and  he  removed 
to  the  new  works,  where  an  extensive  business 
is  being  built  up.  The  manufacture  of  wagons 
and  carriages  having  been  handed  down  through 
several  generations,  Mr.  Southwick  has  the  ad- 
vantage of  a  superior  knowledge  of  the  business, 
which  is  proving  of  great  benefit  to  the  cor- 
poration. 
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Graham  &  Williams.  —  Manufacturers  of 
rolled  gold  buttons,  rings,  etc.,  and  a  general 
line  of  electro-plated  jewelry.  Works  located  at 


Thomas  H.  Graham. 

220  Eddy  street.  Providence.  Business  estab- 
lished by  Graham  Bros,  in  1896.  In  1899 
Daniel  C.  Williams  became  a  member  of  the 
firm,  and  the  name  was  changed  to  Graham  & 
Williams.  Mr.  Williams  is  a  native  of  Paw- 
tucket,  R.  I.,  where  he  was  born  Nov.  21,  1855. 
He  is  a  practical  jewelery  manufacturer  and 
gives  his  personal  attention  to  the  business. 
Thomas  H.  Graham  was  born  in  Providence, 
August  2,  1867.  He  learned  the  jewelry  trade 
in  this  city  along  about  1880,  and  after  working 
in  the  employ  of  several  jewelry  manufacturing 
concerns  he  entered  into  the  jewelry  manufac- 
turing business  on  his  own  account  with  his 
brother  in  1896.  The  present  company  employ 
about  60  hands.  Their  goods  are  sold  through- 
out the  United  States  and  some  in  foreign 
countries. 

Wm.  H.  Place  Manufacturing  Co. — Manufac- 
turers of  saponified  wool  oils,  stainless  loom  and 
spindle  oils,  colorine,  alizarine,  mordant,  cream 
tarter,  half  refined  and  silver  tartar,  etc.,  and  re- 
finers and  pressers  of  lard,  neatsfoot  and  tallow 
oils,  and  do  wool  scouring.  Business  estab- 
lished in  1 86 1  by  Charles  T.  Place,  who  was 
succeeded  by  his  brother,  William  H.  Place,  in 


1877.  Incorporated  in  1896,  when  the  present 
title  of  the  company  was  adopted.  Works 
located  at  668  Eddy  street,  Providence.  Build- 
ing erected  in  1889.  William  H,  Place  is  a 
native  of  Pascoag,  R.  I. 

American  Multiple  Fabric  Co. — Manufacturers 
of  multiple  woven  goods  for  mechanical  pur- 
poses, including  dryer  felts,  calico  printers' 
blankets,  drawing  and  preparing  aprons  for 
worsted,  webbing,  etc.  Also  Baker's  tubular 
fabric,  hydraulic  and  fire  hose,  and  evaporating 
horse  blankets.  Works  located  at  183  Hartford 
avenue,  Providence.  Business  incorporated  in 
1873.  Capitalized  for  $200,000.  Officers: 
Charles  Pletcher,  President;  William  A.  Wil- 
kinson, Treasurer;  A.  A.  Wilkinson,  Agent. 

Edgar  L.  Logee  &  Co. — Manufacturers  of  so- 
ciety and  other  emblems.  Business  established 
by  Edgar  L.  Lyon  in  1876,  who  is  a  native  of 
New  Bedford,  Mass.,  where  he  was  born  July 
16,  1850.  Works  located  at  235  Eddy  street, 
Providence.    Employ  30  hands. 

Williams  &  Anderson. — Manufacturers  of  em- 
blems, badges,  etc.  Business  established  in 
1901.  Works  located  at  46  Clifford  street. 
Providence. 

John  W.  Lyon. — Manufacturer  of  the  Lyon 
dental  vulcanizer  and  general  brass  finisher. 


Daniel  C.  Williams. 

Business  established  in  1879.  Works  located  at 
46  Clifford  street,  Providence.  Also  does  water 
service  work. 
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Centreville  Cotton  Mill.  —  Robert  B.  Treat, 
proprietor,  Centreville,  Warwick,  R.  I.    In  1805 
the   firm  of   Almy  &    Brown   of  Bawtucket, 
R.  I.,  bought  of  Job  Greene  of  Warwick,  land 
on  both  sides  of  the  Flat  river,  in  the  western 
part  of  Warwick,  and  in  1807  conveyed  nineteen 
forty-eighths  of  the  same  to  John   Allen  of 
Smithfield,  R.  I.,  James  Greene,  John  Greene 
and  Gideon  Greene,  Jr.,  of  Warwick.    The  prop- 
erty included  a  grist-mill,  on  the  west  side,  that 
had  been  operated  by  Job  Greene,  and  was  but 
a  short  distance  below  the  Warwick  Spinning 
Mill,  erected  on  the  West  Side  in  1794  upon 
land  also  purchased  of 
Job  Greene,  and  oper- 
ated by  William  Potter 
of  Providence  and  the 
projectors  of  the  pres- 
ent   enterprise.  The 
latter   now  organized 
themselves  as  the  War- 
wick Mfg.  Co.,  in  which 
the   firm    of  Almy  & 
Brown  (William  Almy 
and     Obadiah  Brown) 
held    an    interest  of 
twenty-nine,  John  Allen 
six,  James  Greene  six, 
John  Greene  four,  and 
Gideon     Greene,  Jr., 
three     forty  -  eighths. 
They  immediately  built 
on   the   east   side  a 
wooden  mill,  54x30 feet 
three  stories  and  attic, 
w^hich,  from  its  color, 
became  known  as  the 
"green  mill."    At  first 
its  product  of  yarn  was  sold,  but  before  the  war 
of  1812  it  was  being  given  out  to  families  to  be 
woven  into  sheetings,  bed-tickings,  checks  and 
plaids.    The  price  paid  per  yard  for  weaving 
dress  plaids  ranged  from  eight  to  seventeen 
cents,  and  the  goods  when  sold  at  wholesale 
brought  from   thirty-three  to  fifty-five  cents; 
cotton  stripes  from  thirty-three  to  forty  cents; 
bed-ticking  from  seventy  to  seventy-five  cents. 
Just  before  the  war  of  1812  the  company  con- 
verted the  grist  mill,  on  the  west  side,  into  a 
cotton  factory  and  in  181 5  the  total  number  of 
spindles  in  operation  by  them  was  2,700.  In 
the  spinning  mill,  just  above,  there  were  780 


Robert  B.  Treat. 


spindles.  Operations  were  more  or  less  sus- 
pended during  the  depression  that  immediately 
followed  the  war,  but  were  resumed  in  1816, 
power  looms  being  introduced  about  that  time. 
In  1 82 1  it  was  decided  to  unite  the  Warwick 
Mfg.  Co.  and  the  Warwick  Spinning  Mill,  the 
same  proportions  of  the  stock  of  each  company 
being  at  that  time  held  by  the  same  persons. 
The  new  organization  retained  the  name  of  the 
Warwick  Mfg.  Co.,  in  which  Almy  &  Brown 
held  an  interest  of  five  eighths,  and  James  and 
John  Greene  and  John  Allen,  one-eighth  each. 
John  Greene  became  the  agent  and  about  this 

time  the  machinery  of 
the  mill  built  in  1794 
was  removed  and  power 
looms  substituted.  The 
"green  mill"  was  then 
devoted  exclusively  to 
carding  and  spinning. 
In  1822  William  Almy 
bought  the  interest  of 
his  partner,  Obadiah 
Brown;  the  interest  of 
James  Greene  went  to 
his  heirs  upon  his  death 
in  1825.  The  mills  eas- 
ily weathered  the  panic 
of  1829  and  their  suc- 
cess was  unusual  while 
they  were  under  the 
controlling  ownership  of 
William  Almy  and  the 
management  of  John 
Greene.  In  1835  Almy 
sold  out  to  John  Greene 
and  Daniel  Howland, 
117  shares  to  the  former 
and  63  to  the  latter.  The  same  year  Howland 
sold  out  to  Greene,  who  thus  became  the  owner 
of  three-fourths  of  the  stock  which  at  that  time 
comprised  in  all  288  shares.  John  Allen  died  in 
1845  and  his  one-eighth  interest,  or  36  shares, 
was  bequeathed  as  follows:  to  his  wife,  12 
shares,  to  his  children,  14  shares,  and  to  various 
religious  societies,  the  remaining  10  shares.  Of 
these  shares  John  Greene  in  1846-7  purchased 
eighteen  which  made  234  shares  or  thirteen  six- 
teenths held  by  him.  This  interest  descended 
to  his  heirs  at  his  death  in  1851.  Soon  after 
William  Almy  sold  his  interest,  a  portion  of  the 
factory  which  had  been  converted  from  a  grist 
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mill  was  leased  to  Brown  &  Aldrich  for  the 
manufacture  of  a  coarse  mixed  cotton  and 
woolen  fabric  called  negro  cloth.  In  1846 
Christopher  Allen  and  James  Waterhouse 
began,  in  the  same  place,  the  manufacture  of 
cassimeres.  In  1850  their  machinery  was  pur- 
chased by  William  D.  Davis  of  Providence,  a 
woolen  manufacturer,  who  operated  the  mill 
with  Waterhouse  as  partner.  In  1851-2  Davis 
purchased  of  the  heirs  of  the  original  proprietors 


owner  of  the  property  and  so  continued  until 
the  date  of  his  death,  June  21,  1894,  when,  by 
the  terms  of  his  will,  his  entire  estate  was 
placed  under  the  control  and  management  of 
Mr.  John  B.  Allen  as  Trustee,  for  the  term  of 
five  years. 

Mr.  Lapham  bequeated  one-third  of  his  prop- 
erty to  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  L.  Treat, 
and  the  remainder  to  his  only  grandson,  Robert 
Byron  Treat,  who,  upon  the  expiration  of  the 


Centreville  Cotton  Mill,  Centreville,  Warwick,  R.  I. 


the  entire  estate  of  the  Warwick  Mfg.  Co.,  and 
immediately  sold  the  "green  mill"  to  Benedict 
Lapham  of  Burrillville,  R.  I.,  who  began  operat- 
ing it  in  1852.  In  1861  he  made  a  large  addi- 
tion to  the  mill  and  in  1871  erected  a  new  mill, 
of  stone,  303  X  72  feet,  four  stories  and  base- 
ment. The  additions  to  the  old  mill  were  in- 
corporated in  the  new  plant,  and  the  original 
portion  was  removed  a  short  distance  from  its 
former  site  and  converted  into  a  store  house. 
Upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Benedict  Lapham,  June 
16,  1883,  his  brother  Enos  became  the  sole 


trusteeship,  purchased  his  mother's  interest  in 
the  manufacturing  business,  excepting  her  one- 
third  interest  in  the  real  estate  and  machinery, 
which  he  leased  of  her  for  a  term  of  years. 
The  business,  as  outlined  above,  is  now  owned 
and  managed  by  Mr.  Treat  in  his  name  as  an  in- 
dividual, the  property  never  having  been  incor- 
porated since  the  days  of  the  Warwick  Mfg.  Co. 
in  1807. 

The  mill  property  is  modern,  well  equipped 
and  shows  evidence  of  the  special  care  and  at- 
tention given  it  by  its  owner,  and  the  mill  vil- 
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lage  is  attractive  and  well  laid  out  for  comfort 
and  convenience.  The  village  streets  are  lined 
on  either  side  with  grand  old  elm  trees,  most  of 
which  were  set  out  about  1790  by  Mr.  Job 
Greene,  making  the  village  one  of  the  most  at- 
tractive in  the  State.  Mr.  Treat  claims  that 
this  mill  occupies  the  site  of  the  second  mill  in 
this  country  where  cloth  was  woven  from  yarn 
spun  on  the  premises.  The  plant  contains 
31,000  spindles,  700  wide  looms,  and  employs 
about  350  hands.  It  has  a  combined  725  horse 
power  by  water  from  two  upright  turbine 
wheels  and  two  horizontal  wheels ;  also  600 
horse  power  from  a  Greene  single  condensing 
engine.  The  annual  consumption  of  cotton  is 
about  3,000  bales  and  the  annual  production  of 
cloth  about  9,000,000  yards. 

In  justice  to  the  memory  of  the  founder  of 
the  business,  Mr.  Benedict  Lapham,  and  to  the 
memory  of  his  successor,  Mr.  Enos  Lapham,  it 
is  proper  to  state  that  while  the  manufacturing 
industries  of  the  Pawtuxet  Valley  will,  almost 
without  exception,  show  a  record  of  failure 
at  some  time  in  their  history,  yet  the  record  of 
the  affairs  of  the  Centreville  Cotton  Mill  shows 
continual  prosperity  from  the  date  of  its  pur- 
chase by  Mr.  Benedict  Lapham  in  1852  down  to 
the  present  time,  covering  a  period  of  over 
forty-nine  years. 

Robert  B.  Treat,  son  of  Franklin  and  Eliza- 
beth (Lapham)  Treat,  is  a  native  of  Centre- 
ville, R.  I.,  where  he  was  born  February  11, 
1868.  He  early  attended  Mrs.  Vaughan's  private 
school  at  Centreville,  and  later  the  public 
schools,  where  he  remained  until  1879,  when  he 
entered  the  Friends  School  of  Providence.  Ill 
health  prevented  him  from  pursuing  his  studies 
and,  after  remaining  two  years,  he  left  the 
school  in  the  hope  of  recuperating.  In  Sep- 
tember, 1882,  he  entered  Mowry  &  Goff's 
school,  of  Providence,  from  the  English  and 
scientific  departments  of  which  he  graduated 
with  honors  in  June,  1886.  The  following  Sep- 
tember he  entered  the  mill  office  of  his  grand- 
father, Mr.  Enos  Lapham,  as  office  boy,  where, 
by  faithful  and  persistent  application  to  his 
duties,  he  was  advanced  to  a  responsible  posi- 
tion which  he  occupied  several  years  previous 
to  the  death  of  Mr.  Lapham,  which  occurred  in 
1894,  Mr.  Treat  at  that  time  being  twenty-six 
years  of  age.  After  he  was  fourteen  years  of 
age,  and  up  to  the  time  he  entered  the  office,  in 


1886,  he  was  employed  during  the  summer,  for 
a  number  of  seasons,  in  the  different  depart- 
ments of  the  mill,  and  the  practical  knowledge 
he  acquired  during  that  time  has  been  of  great 
service  to  him  in  the  management  of  the  busi- 
ness which  has  since  come  to  him,  and  is  now 
under  his  control  and  sole  management. 

Mr.  Treat,  since  his  youth,  has  been  promi- 
inently  identified  with  religious  and  educational 
work,  being  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  Centre- 
ville M.  E.  Church,  and  for  about  ten  years 
prior  to  1900,  he  was  superintendent  of  its  Sun- 
day school.  He  is  president  of  the  corporation  of 
East  Greenwich  Academy,  one  of  the  oldest  in- 
stitutions of  learning  in  the  State,  and  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  trustees  of  his  school  dis- 
trict, which  position  he  has  occupied,  some- 
times alone  and  sometimes  with  associates,  al- 
most continuously  since  his  twenty-first  year. 

In  politics  Mr.  Treat  is  a  Republican  and  was 
one  of  the  presidential  electors  chosen  to  elect 
the  afterwards  martyred  President  McKinley  to 
his  second  term  of  office.  Mr.  Treat  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  on  town  debt  of  the  town 
of  Warwick  and  a  member  of  the  school  com- 
mittee. He  is  also  a  director  of  the  Centreville 
National  Bank  and  of  the  Centreville  Savings 
Bank. 

He  was  married  June  i,  1892,  to  Mary  Gay- 
lord,  eldest  daughter  of  Francis  S.  and  Sarah  J. 
Turner,  of  Oaklawn,  R.  I.  Of  this  union  were 
born  Robert,  May  28,  1893,  and  Hazel,  August 
30,  1894. 

Thomas  Townsend. — Manufacturer  of  wool 
and  cotton  combs,  used  in  cotton  and  woolen 
mills.  Business  established  in  Philadelphia, 
Pa.,  in  1885  ;  removed  to  Manchester,  Conn., 
where  after  three  years  the  business  was 
located  in  Providence  in  1894.  Works  at  157 
Orange  street.  Employs  about  15  hands. 
Thomas  Townsend  is  a  native  of  Bradford, 
Yorkshire,  England.  He  came  to  America  in 
1877  and  located  in  Providence,  where  he  worked 
for  William  Miller  in  the  same  line  of  business 
until  he  began  manufacturing  in  Philadelphia 
on  his  own  account  in  1885  under  the  firm  name 
of  Hood  &  Townsend.  He  afterwards  bought 
out  his  partner's  interest  and  carried  it  on  alone. 
Mr.  Townsend  served  seven  years  appren- 
ticeship in  FZngland  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  comb 
maker,  and  his  thorough  knowledge  of  the  busi- 
ness enables  him  to  turn  out  the  finest  of  work. 
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Weeks  Bros.  Co.  —  Manufacturers  of  fine 
chocolates,  bon  bons  and  a  general  line  of  con- 
fectionery.   The  only  manufactory  in  the  State 


Fred  A.  Weeks, 
where  candies  are  made  on  a  commercial  scale. 
Works  located  at  167,  169,  171  and  173  Rich- 
mond street,  Providence.    Business  established 
in  1867  by  Weeks  Bros.  Incorporated  in  March, 

1899,  under  the  name  of  the  Weeks  

Bros.  Co.  Capitalized  for  $10,000.  Em- 
ploy about  70  hands.  Ofificers :  E.  Frank 
Packard,  President;  Orrin  B.  Weeks, 
Vice-President  and  Secretary;  William 
E.  Beach,  Treasurer. 

Fred  A.  Weeks,  who  is  the  principal 
stockholder  in  the  corporation,  was 
born  in  Guilford,  N.  H.,  May  29,  1848 
In  company  with  his  brother,  Arthur  B- 
Weeks,  he  began  the  manufacture  of 
candies  in  the  city  of  Providence  in  1867 
in  a  small  way,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Weeks  Bros.,  and  their  goods  gave  such 
excellent  satisfaction,  their  business 
gradually  increased  until  they  felt  the 
necessity  of  a  much  larger  factory,  and 
in  1889  F.  A.  Weeks  purchased  of  the 
city  of  Providence  the  old  school  build- 
ing on  Richmond  street,  and  there  in- 
stalled his  plant,  and  in  1897  an  exten- 
sive addition  was  built    of  brick  five 


stories  in  height,  which  gave  the  concern  an 
additional  floor  space  of  90,000  square  feet,  mak- 
ing the  plant  one  of  the  largest  and  best  candy 
manufacturing  establishments  in  Southern  New 
England.  The  accompanying  cut  gives  a  good 
idea  of  the  new  five  story  structure,  together 
with  the  original  school  house  building  which 
was  formerly  the  property  of  the  city.  In  1888 
Mr.  Weeks  bought  his  brother  Arthur's  in- 
terest, and  until  the  incorporation  of  the  con- 
cern in  1899,  he  carried  it  on  alone,  building  up 
an  extensive  business  in  all  parts  of  the  United 
States,  although  his  principal  trade  was  in 
Rhode  Island,  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts. 
The  house  has  won  a  reputation  for  using  in  the 
manufacture  of  their  goods  the  finest  of  pure 
materials,  fruit  flavors  and  colors.  While  Mr. 
Weeks  has  turned  over  the  management  of  the 
business  to  the  young  men  who  are  filling  the 
offices  of  the  corporation,  he  still  lends  a  careful 
oversight  and  is  really  the  directing  spirit  of  the 
company,  although  the  burden  of  the  work  he  is 
glad  to  lay  aside  after  so  many  years  of  active 
service  in  the  business  which  he  has  built  up  to 
such  extensive  proportions.  The  power  for  the 
works  is  supplied  by  an  80  horse  power  Almy 
water  tube  boiler,  and  an  80  horse  power  steam 
engine.  The  plant  is  equipped  with  all  of  the 
modern  machinery  required  in  the  manufacture 
of  all  kinds  of  confectionery. 


Weeks  Bros.  Co.  Factory,  Richmond  Street,  Providence,  R.  I. 
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Hamlet  Textile  Co. — Manufacturers  of  cotton 
goods,  silks  and  book  cloths.  Mill  was  first 
built  about  1828.  Business  incorporated  in 
igoo.  Capitalized  for  $500,000.  Factory  located 
at  Hamlet,  Woonsocket,  R.  I.  Employ  300 
hands.  Officers  :  Charles  E.  Thomas,  President 
and  Treasurer;  George  A.  Carr,  Secretary.  Mr. 
Thomas  was  born  in  Smithfield,  R.  I.,  Decem- 
ber 17,  1850,  but  moved  to  Woonsocket  when 
but  four  years  of  age,  where  he  attended  the 
public  schools,  and  completed  his  education  in 
the  Friends  school  of  Providence.  After  leav- 
ing school  he  went  to  work  in  the  mill  owned 
and  operated  by  the 
Clinton  Mfg.  Co.,  and 
known  as  the  Clinton 
Mill,  his  father  being 
the  agent  of  the  com- 
pany. He  worked  for 
about  two  years  in 
every  department  of 
the  mill,  becoming 
thoroughly  acquaint- 
ed with  every  detail  of 
the  cotton  manufac- 
turing business,  and 
then  he  entered  the 
office  and  kept  the 
mill  books  for  a  num- 
ber of  years,  after 
which  he  was  ap- 
pointed superintend- 
ent of  the  mill.  In 
February,  1887,  he 
was  elected  superin- 
tendent of  the  Globe 
Mill,  where  he  re- 
mained in  that  capa- 


Charles  E.  Thomas. 


city  until  February,  1893.  That  year  he  organ- 
ized a  company  and  purchased  the  mill  property 
of  the  Forestdale  Mfg.  Co.,  of  Forestdale,  R.  I., 
and  was  elected  its  treasurer  and  general  mana- 
ger. The  business  has  been  very  successful. 
In  1900  the  Hamlet  Textile  Co.  was  formed  and 
incorporated,  and  purchased  the  Hamlet  Mills 
and  Pycott  Mfg.  Co.'s  business,  which  was  car- 
ried on  in  these  mills,  and  Mr.  Thomas  was 
elected  president  and  treasurer.  The  mills 
have  been  enlarged  and  the  business  increased, 
and  the  prospect  for  the  future  is  very  flatter- 
ing. The  mill  villages  and  factory  property  of 
both  the  Hamlet  and  Forestdale  are  models  of 


neatness,  the  dwellings  for  the  operatives  being 
well  painted  and  kept  in  excellent  repair,  and 
everything  about  the  mill  property  is  kept  in 
the  very  best  condition.  Three  turbines  utilize 
about  400  horse  power  from  the  Blackstone 
river  at  the  Hamlet,  and  a  Corliss  engine  of  300 
horse  power  furnishes  the  remainder  of  the 
power  for  the  plant.  The  water  privilege  at  the 
Hamlet  was  purchased  by  Stephen  H.  Smith, 
acting  as  the  agent  of  General  Edward  Carring- 
ton,  in  1825  and  1826,  which  at  that  time  was 
composed  of  three  estates,  and  owned  by  Seth 
Appleby,  Smith  Arnold  and  Joseph  Wilkinson. 

Upon  these  estates 
the  village  and  mill 
are  located,  and  the 
original  mill  was 
probably  built  in  1827 
or  1828,  as  this  was 
the  period  when  there 
was  a  general  scram- 
ble for  mill  privileges, 
and  cotton  mills  were 
being  erected  all 
along  the  Blackstone 
river  from  Worcester 
to  Pawtucket.  Mr- 
Carrington  was  prob- 
ably the  sole  owner 
of  the  entire  property, 
but  Mr.  Smith  re- 
mained at  the  head  of 
the  concern  until 
1842.  The  tall  elm 
trees  that  line  both 
sides  of  the  village 
street,  which  make  it 
one  of  the  most  pic- 
turesque villages  in  the  State,  were  probably 
set  out  by  Mr.  Smith  under  General  Carring- 
ton's  direction.  Edward  Carrington  died  in 
1843.  George  S.  Wardwell,  who  was  one  of  the 
most  public  spirited  men  of  the  town,  followed 
Mr.  Smith  as  manager  of  the  mill  and  estate,  in 
which  capacity  he  continued  until  March,  1859. 
At  this  time  the  property  came  into  the  posses- 
sion of  Isaac  M.  Bull,  who  was  a  nephew  of 
General  Edward  Carrington.  He  first  began  as 
a  clerk  in  his  uncle's  store  in  Providence,  and 
in  1827,  while  in  his  employ  he  went  to  China, 
where  he  remained  until  1847.  The  business 
under  the  management  of  Mr.  Bull  was  very 
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successful.  In  1885  the  mill  property  was  pur- 
chased by  Tarbell  &  Harris,  and  in  1889  Frank 
Harris  became  the  sole  owner  by  purchasing 
Mr.  Tarbell's  interest.  Mr.  Harris  sold  his  in- 
terest to  the  Hamlet  Textile  Co.  in  igoo. 

Forestdale  Mfg.  Co.  —  Manufacturers  of  sheet- 
ings, shirtings,  twills,  etc.  Business  estab- 
lished in  i860.  Incorporated  in  1870.  Capital- 
ized for  $300,000.  Factory  located  at  Forest- 
dale,  North  Smithiield,  R.  I.  Employ  200 
hands.  Officers :  E.  Charles  Frances,  Presi- 
dent ;  Charles  E.  Thomas,  Treasurer;  Alphonso 
F.  White,  Secretary.  It  has  a  model  manufac- 
turing village  with  neat,  well-kept  yards  and 


City  Iron  Foundry. — Makers  of  iron  castings 
of  all  kinds,  and  equipped  to  do  general  machin- 
ery manufacturing.  Business  established  in 
1891  as  the  F.  A.  Thomas  Machine  Co.  Works 
located  in  Woonsocket,  R.  I.  Employ  about 
30  hands.  Charles  E.  Thomas,  Treasurer ; 
Henry  Pruyn,  General  Manager.  Power  sup- 
plied by  a  40  horse  power  Corliss  engine,  and  a 
small  vertical  engine  of  12  horse  power. 

American  Shoe  Lace  Co. — Manufacturers  of 
tubular  shoe  laces.  Business  established  in 
1901  by  Herbert  C.  Clemence  and  William  H. 
Hall.  Works  located  at  502  Kinsley  avenue. 
Providence.     Employ  16  hands.     Herbert  C. 


Hamlet  Textile  Co.  Plant,  Hamlet,  Woonsocket,  R.  I. 


houses,  and,  as  its  name  indicates,  an  abundance 
of  beautiful  trees.  The  main  mill  is  of  stone 
175  X  70  feet,  with  an  ell  of  70  x  50  feet,  and  with 
its  lofty  and  handsome  tower,  which  can  be 
seen  down  the  valley  for  miles,  is  a  picturesque 
object.  In  this  tower  are  the  large  tanks  for 
supplying  water  for  the  mill  and  automatic 
sprinklers.  The  mill  is  run  most  of  the  year  by 
water  power  supplied  by  the  Branch  river,  and 
has  one  of  the  best  granite  cut  stone  dams  in 
the  State.  Three  turbine  water  wheels  utilize 
about  450  horse  power,  and  two  Corliss  engines 
and  one  Westinghouse  engine  furnish  about  450 
horse  power,  the  latter  engine  used  to  supply 
power  for  their  electric  lighting  plant. 


Clemence  is  a  native  of  Johnston,  were  he  was 
born  in  September,  1859,  and  he  is  the  General 
Manager  of  the  business.  He  was  employed 
for  eighteen  years  by  H.  E.  Smith  &  Co.  in  the 
cotton  yarn  business,  three  years  by  Joslin  & 
Smith  in  the  shoe  lace  business,  and  two  years 
by  the  Joslin  Mfg.  Co.  in  the  same  line  of  busi- 
ness. His  long  experience  in  the  manufacture 
of  yarns  and  shoe  strings  qualifies  him  as  a 
manager  of  the  business,  being  fully  equipped 
with  a  knowledge  of  all  of  the  machinery  re- 
quired in  their  plant,  which  includes  braiders, 
tipping  machines,  etc.  William  H.  Hall  is  also 
a  native  of  Johnston,  R.  I.,  and  has  been  in  the 
bird  business  on  Westminster  street,  Providence, 
for  over  ten  years,  and  is  a  man  of  good  execu- 
tive ability. 
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Frank  Wood  Manufacturing  Co.  —  Manufac- 
turers of  fancy  tapes  for  trimming  children's 
clothing,  night  robes,  wrappers,  etc.,  all  colors 


Manning  Wood. 


in  cotton  and  silk.  Business  established  in 
1898  by  Manning  and  Frank  Wood.  In  1900 
William  Hinchliffe  became  a  member  of  the 


Frank  Wood. 


firm.  Works  located  in  Valley  Falls,  R.  I. 
Employ  15  hands.  Manning  Wood,  the  senior 
member  of  the  firm,  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Burrillville,  R.  I.,  April  5,  1834.  He  was  a  suc- 
cessful merchant  in  the  village  of  Pascoag  for 
about  thirty  years,  and  he  is  at  present  the 
manager  of  the  William  H.  Sheldon  estate, 
where  wooden  bo.xes  and  building  materials  are 
manufactured,  the  plant  being  one  of  the  largest 
in  the  State.  Upon  the  establishment  of  the 
Frank  Wood  Mfg.  Co.,  Mr.  Wood  became  a 
member  of  the  firm,  his  son  being  the  prime 
mover  in  the  enterprise.  P^rank  Wood,  the 
General  Manager  of  the  business,  is  a  native  of 


William  Hinchliffe. 


Burrillville,  R.  I.,  where  he  was  born  May  4, 
1865.  After  completing  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  town,  he  went  to 
work  in  the  carding  room  of  A.  L.  Sayles'  fac- 
tory of  Pascoag,  and  later  he  took  a  course  in 
the  Philadelphia  Textile  school  where  he  re- 
ceived the  kind  of  education  that  has  fitted  him 
for  the  line  of  work  that  he  has  since  followed. 
He  was  employed  for  about  one  year  by  the 
National  and  Providence  Worsted  Mills,  in  the 
capacity  of  assistant  designer.  After  leaving 
this  place  he  was  employed  as  assistant  designer 
in  the  Farwell  Worsted  Mills  of  Central  Falls, 
where  he  remained  one  year,  and  then  engaged 
with  the  Hope  Webbing  Co.  of  Pawtucket,  as 
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their  designer,  where  he  remained  three  years. 
He  left  this  concern  to  establish  the  business  of 
the  Frank  Wood  Manufacturing  Co.  in  Valley 
F'alls,  beginning  with  ten  looms,  and  to  meet 
the  steady  increase  of  business  others  have 
been  added  until  at  present  their  plant  consists  r, 
of  sixteen  broad  looms  and  one  narrow  loom. 
The  indications  are  that  this  will  be  one  of  the 
most  important  manufacturing  concerns  of  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island,  because  they  manufac- 
ture a  special  line  of  goods,  and  their  j^roduc- 
tions  are  of  the  finest  quality.    William  Hin- 


F.  B.  Wilkins  &  Co — Manufacturers  of  loom 
harness  and  reeds,  and  dealers  in  manufacturers' 
supplies.  Business  was  established  in  1894. 
The  works  are  located  at  16  South  Main  street, 
Woonsocket,  R.  I.  Fred  B.  Wilkins  was  born 
in  Milford,  N.  H.,  January  16,  1861.  He 
learned  the  trade  of  a  harness  and  reed  maker 
in  Clinton,  Mass.,  where  he  served  about  four 
years  before  locating  in  Woonsocket,  where  he 
began  to  work  in  the  establishment  that  he  is 
now  part  owner  of,  which  was  some  sixteen 
years  ago.    Mr.  Wilkins  is  the  General  Mana- 


F.  B.  Wilkins  &  Co.  Factory,  Woonsocket,  R.  I. 


chliffe,  who  became  a  member  of  the  firm'January 
I,  1900,  was  born  in  Charlton,  Mass.,  November 
12,  1863.  He  has  followed  the  woolen  business 
for  a  number  of  years.  He  began  in  the  wool 
room  of  the  Slater  Woolen  Co.  of  Webster, 
Mass.,  where  he  served  ten  years,  and  then  was 
employed  by  the  Sayles  &  Jenks  Mfg.  Co.  in 
their  factory  at  Warren,  Mass.,  where  he  had 
charge  of  their  wool  room  for  about  five  years, 
after  which  he  became  a  member  of  the  Frank 
Wood  Mfg.  Co.,  where  he  is  actively  engaged  in 
the  factory  at  Valley  Falls,  which  is  one  of  the 
most  progressive  concerns  of  the  town. 


ger  of  the  business.  William  J.  Milan,  the 
other  member  of  the  firm,  was  born  in  New 
Bedford,  Mass.,  in  1848.  He  came  to  Woon- 
socket thirty-five  years  ago  and  has  been  em- 
ployed in  this  establishment  from  that  time  to 
the  present.  The  business  was  purchased  by 
Mr.  Wilkinson  and  Mr.  Milan  in  1894,  and  their 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  reed  and  harness 
manufacture  has  placed  their  productions 
among  the  first  in  the  mills  throughout  the 
country  where  they  have  won  a  good  repu- 
tation. Their  works  are  situated  near  Woon- 
socket Falls  in  the  midst  of  the  textile  concerns. 
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Benjamin  Wilbur. — Manufacturer  of  bobbins 
and  spools.  Works  located  in  South  Scituate, 
R.  I.    Business  established  in  1818  by  Samuel 


Benjamin  Wilbur. 
Wilbur,  who  carried  on  the  manufacture  of  bob- 
bins and  spools  in  the  original  factory,  which 
was  built  by  him  the  year  of  the  establishment 
of  the  business,  until  1853.  He  was  then  suc- 
ceeded by  his  son,  Benjamin  Wilbur,  who  is  a 
native  of  South  Scituate,  where  he  was  born 
April  7,  1835.    He  continued  the  business  in 


the  same  factory  until  1865,  when  he  moved 
the  old  building  and  used  it  as  an  engine  house, 
erecting  in  its  place  a  new  and  much  larger  fac- 
tory, where  he  continued  the  manufacture  of 
bobbins  and  spools  on  a  somewhat  larger  scale. 
This  building  was  destroyed  by  fire  October  3, 
1876,  together  with  the  machinery,  tools  and 
stock.  Mr.  Wilbur  at  once  began  the  rebuild- 
ing of  a  structure  located  across  the  street  from 
the  old  factory,  formerly  the  property  of  Robert 
Knight,  which  provided  a  factory  suitable  for 
the  employment  of  about  twenty  men.  Here 
he  continued  business  until  1883,  when  these 
works  were  destroyed  by  fire,  together  with  all 
of  the  machinery,  etc.,  as  before.  The  factory 
as  shown  by  the  cut  upon  this  page  was  imme- 
diately built  by  Mr.  Wilbur,  and  is  the  one  now 
occupied,  being  a  substantial  wooden  buildings 
and  superior  in  every  way  to  either  of  the  old 
factories.  This  new  factory  was  equipped  with 
all  of  the  modern  machinery  required  in  the 
manufacture  of  bobbins  and  spools,  and  the 
power  for  this  plant  is  supplied  by  a  turbine 
water  wheel  of  56-horse  power  and  a  steam  en- 
gine of  about  60-horse  power.  Mr.  Wilbur  is 
one  of  the  most  influential  men  of  the  town. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Town  Council  from 
1870  to  1875,  was  assessor  of  taxes  for  several 
years,  and  has  held  other  minor  offices.  He 
was  elected  a  Representative  to  the  General 
Assembly  in  1876  from  the  town  of  Scituate, 
and  was  re-elected  in  April,  1900.  He  united 
with  the  Baptist  church  in  1858,  and  was  or- 
dained deacon  in  1859.  He  is  superintendent 
of  the  Sabbath  school  and  has  always  been  an 
active  church  worker. 


(12) 


Benjamin  Wilbur's  Bobbin  Works,  South  Scituate,  R.  I. 
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Crompton  Company. — Manufacturers  of  print 
cloths,  corduroys  and  cotton  velvets.  Mills 
located  in  Crompton,  town  of  Warwick,  K.  I. 


F.  E.  Richmond. 


The  business  was  established  in  1807,  as  the 
Providence  Manufacturing  Company,  by  Seth 
Wheaton.  Thomas  Sessions,  John  K.  Pitman, 


Howard  Richmond. 


Henry  Smith,  Nathaniel  Searle,  Jonathan  Tiff- 
any and  Benjamin  Remington.  They  purchased 
twenty  acres  of  land  at  Crompton  of  William 
Rice  who  also  may  have  been  a  stockholder  in 
the  company.  The  price  paid  was  ^1050,  which 
included  the  water  privilege  on  the  Pawtuxet 
river.  The  capital  stock  was  divided  into  thirty- 
two  shares.  Col.  Seth  Wheaton  was  the  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  business,  which  was  that  of 
spinning  cotton  yarns.  The  original  stone  mill 
was  built  in  Crompton  in  1807,  and  it  was  locally 
called  the  "Stone  jug,"  the  village  being  known 
as  "Stone  Factory."  This  mill,  now  designated 
by  the  present  company  as  the  No.  i  mill,  has 


G.  Richmond  Parsons. 


been  very  much  enlarged.  It  is  believed  to  be 
the  sixth  cotton  mill  and  the  first  stone  mill 
erected  in  the  State,  and  the  company  is  cer- 
tainly the  oldest  textile  manufacturing  concern 
in  Rhode  Island,  with  one  exception,  which  has 
done  a  continuous  business  from  its  organiza- 
tion to  the  present  time.  In  1808  additional 
land  was  purchased  of  William  Rice  and  Thomas 
Matteson.  May  16,  1816,  the  company  made 
an  assignment,  and  the  property  came  into  the 
possession  of  John  K.  Pitman  in  January,  1819, 
who  carried  on  the  business  until  his  death  in 
1820.  This  mill  property  was  then  leased  for  a 
term  of  three  years,  from  November  29,  1820, 
by  the  executors  of  the  estate,  Mrs.  Mary  Dor- 
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ranee  and  Asa  Larned,  to  Mr.  Rhodes  of  Paw- 
tuxet,  Elisha  P.  Smith  and  Tully  Dorrance,  of 
Providence.  February  26,  1823,  Seth  Wheaton 
and  F:dward  Carrington  bought  the  property, 
and  in  March  of  the  same  year  they  entered 
into  a  copartnership  with  Benjamin  Cozzens. 
This  new  firm  changed  the  name  of  the  concern 
to  the  Crompton  Company,  and  the  village  soon 
after  adopted  the  name  of  Crompton.  The 
name  was  given  in  honor  of  the  celebrated 

machinist.  Sir  Samuel  Crompton,  

the  inventor  of  the  spinning  jenny. 
This  change  was  made  in  1823.  In 
the  same  year  the  new  company 
started  a  bleachery  under  the 
management  of  Edward  Pike  of 
Sterling,  Conn.  The  No.  2  mill 
was  erected  in  1828,  the  No.  3  in 
1832,  and  the  No.  4  mill  in  1881. 
Since  then  extensive  enlargements 
and  additions  have  been  built  from 
time  to  time,  and  at  present  there 
is  a  new  building  in  course  of  con- 
struction. Within  a  few  years 
after  1823  the  firm  began  calico 
printing,  which  department  is  said 
to  have  been  very  profitable  dur- 
ing the  years  1844  and  1845.  Mis- 
fortune followed  the  prosperous 
times  of  1845  and  in  1846  the  whole 
property  had  to  be  sold,  and  the 
purchasers  were  Gov.  Charles 
Jackson,  Earl  P.  Mason,  Daniel 
Bush  and  William  T.  Dorrance,  of 
Providence.  In  1850  the  business 
was  incorporated  at  $200,000.  The 
present  capitalization  is  $400,000. 
The  print  works  were  leased  to 
Abbott  &  Sanders  in  1852,  and 
later  to  James  Sanders,  who  car- 
ried on  the  business  for  a  number  of  years,  after 
which  the  print  works  buildings  were  taken 
down,  and  new  buildings  erected  in  their  place. 
George  M.  Richmond  of  Providence,  a  success- 
ful calico  printer,  obtained  the  controlling  inter- 
est in  the  property  in  1866,  and  it  has  since  re- 
mained in  his  family.  The  product  of  the  mills 
until  1885  was  cotton  goods  in  the  form  of 
printing  cloths,  but  in  that  year  a  new  enterprise 
was  commenced.  This  was  the  manufacture  of 
velveteens  and  corduroys.  After  a  careful 
study  of  the  inducements  and  the  methods  of 


Mill  Tower  of  the  Crompton 
Company. 


manufacture  employed  in  l^ngland  and  F^urope, 
four  looms  were  started  producing  about  four 
pieces  a  week.  The  industry  was  unusual 
and  difficult  on  account  of  its  being  new 
to  the  United  States.  At  that  time  all  of  the 
velveteens  and  corduroys  found  in  this  country 
were  manufactured  abroad  and  the  methods  of 
manufacture  were  strictly  guarded.  The 
Crompton  Company  established  this  business 
in  the  United  States,  being  the  pioneers,  and 
for  several  years  were  the  only 
manufacturers.  This  product  has 
gradually  increased  until  now  it  is 
about  600  pieces  a  week.  All  of 
the  processes  are  carried  on  in  this 
establishment  from  the  raw  cotton 
to  the  finished  goods,  a  condition 
rarely  found  in  England. 

The  fustians  are  sold  under  the 
trade  tickets  of  "Crompton  Cordu- 
roy" and  "Century  Velveteen"  and 
their  quality  is  attested  by  the  fact 
that  at  the  Pan-American  Exposi- 
tion at  Buffalo  in  igoi,  this  com- 
pany received  the  highest  award,  a 
gold  medal,  for  superiority  of  its 
corduroys  and  velveteens,  and  also 
a  silver  medal  for  the  most  attrac- 
tive exhibit.  The  latter  was  the 
only  silver  medal  awarded  for  in- 
stallation to  textile  manufacturers 
in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island. 

Some  plain  cotton  goods  are 
still  manufactured  but  as  the  fus- 
tians have  increased  these  have  be- 
come of  secondary  importance. 
The  company  employs  750  hands. 
The  Pawtuxet  river  supplies  800 
horse  power  through  six  turbine 
water  wheels,  and  eight  boilers  de- 
velop 1 100  horse  power.  There  are  40,000 
spindles  and  1,000  looms,  and  the  dyeing  and 
finishing  works  have  a  capacity  of  1,000  pieces 
a  week.  The  mills  are  substantial  stone  struc- 
tures equipped  with  modern  machinery.  The 
dyeing  and  finishing  works  are  of  the  latest 
design. 

The  village  of  Crompton  is  one  of  the  very  at- 
tractive manufacturing  villages  in  the  State. 
The  main  street  is  lined  with  elm  trees  of  more 
than  half  a  century's  growth,  and  the  dwellings 
are  neat  and  well  cared  for.    The  village  is 
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twelve  miles  from  the  city  of  Providence,  and 
can  be  reached  by  two  lines  of  steam  cars  and 
by  the  electric  trolley;  a  very  different  condition 
from  the  early  days  when  the  only  communica- 
tion was  by  roads,  and  all  the  products  of  the 
mill  had  to  be  teamed  to  Providence. 

The  officers  of  the  company  since  the  organi- 
zation in  1850,  are: 

Presidents — Earl  P.  Mason,  Sept.  16,  1850  to 
Oct.  2,  1876;  F.  E.  Richmond,  Oct.  2,  1876  now 
in  office. 

Treasurers — William  T.  Dorrance,  Sept.  16, 


bleaching  and  dyeing  machinery,  ageing  boxes, 
shafting,  pulleys,  gearing,  hydraulic  presses, 
tenter  drying  machines,  cloth  cutting  machines, 
warp  dyeing  and  drying  machines,  silk  lace  and 
cotton  finishing  machinery.  The  company  are 
sole  manufacturers  of  the  Nagle  Power  Feed 
Pump.  Business  established  in  1830  by  George 
B.  Holmes,  Dr.  John  McKie,  and  Benjamin, 
Charles  and  Paris  Dyer.  The  first  building  was 
erected  at  the  corner  of  Eddy  and  Elm  streets  in 
1830,  and  later  other  buildings  were  added  from 
time  to  time,  until  the  present  extensive  plant 


Elm  Street  Machine  Shop  of  the 

1850  to  Jan.  2,  1866;  Sanford  Durfee,  Jan.  2, 
1866  to  July  I,  1875;  F.  E.  Richmond,  July  i, 
1875  to  Jan.  26,  1876;  Howard  Richmond,  Jan. 
26,  1876  now  in  ofifice. 

Secretaries — William  T.  Dorrance,  Sept.  6, 
1850  to  Jan.  2,  1866;  Sanford  Durfee,  Jan.  2, 
1866  to  July  I,  1875  ;  Howard  Richmond,  July  i, 
1875  to  Jan.  27,  1892;  G.  Richmond  Parsons, 
Jan.  27,  1892  now  in  office. 

Phenix  Iron  Foundry — Manufacturers  of  brass 
castings,  rolls,  etc.,  copper  singe  plate  rolls,  cal- 
enders, starch  mangles,  calender  rolls  of  paper, 
cotton  and  husk-chilled  picker  balls,  dye  kettles, 
expansion  pulleys,  wool  washing  machine  rolls, 


Phenix  Iron  Foundry,  Providence. 

was  completed.  The  machine  shop  is  located 
on  Elm,  corner  of  Butler  street.  Providence, 
known  as  the  Eddy  Street  Machine  Shop,  the 
foundry  being  on  Eddy  street.  In  1886  Charles 
R.  Earle  became  the  President  and  Treasurer 
of  the  corporation,  still  holding  that  position, 
since  which  time  many  important  inventions 
have  been  brought  out  at  the  works.  Many 
heavy  iron  castings  are  made  at  the  foun- 
dry for  the  various  engine  manufacturers 
of  the  city.  This  is  one  of  the  best 
equipped  foundries  and  machine  shops  in 
the  State,  covering  an  area  of  about  100,000 
square  feet. 
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Lymansville  Company.  Manufacturers  of 
worsted  yarns,  worsted  coatings  and  suitings. 
Business  established  in  1884,  and  incorporated 
the  same  year,  under  a  capitalization  of  $500,000. 
Officers:  A.  Albert  Sack,  President  and  Treas- 
urer; Herman  Ambach,  Agent;  Benjamin  Halli- 
well.  Secretary.  Factory  located  in  Lymans- 
ville, R.  I. 

Mr.  A.  Albert  Sack,  the  president  of  the  cor- 
poration, to  whose  enterprise  and  skill  as  a 
manufacturer  is  due  the  present  extensive  busi- 
ness, was  born  in  Hansfelde,  Germany,  August 
16,  1843.  After  completing  his  education  and 
gaining  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  all  of  the 
details  of  the  woolen 
manufacturing  business 
in  his  native  country, 
he  came  to  America  in 
1867.  He  was  first  em- 
ployed by  Edward  Har- 
ris, the  veteran  woolen 
manufacturer  of  Woon- 
socket,  who  was  at  the 
head  of  the  Harris 
Woolen  Company,  and 
whose  products  became 
known  as  the  only 
woolen  fabrics  that 
could  approach  in  qual- 
ity the  same  class  of 
goods  made  in  foreign 
countries.  With  this 
company  he  served  as  a 
designer,  and  later  em- 
ployed in  a  similar  capa- 
city in  the  Everett 
Mills  of  Lawrence, 
Mass.,  and  still  later  in  the  Bates  Mills  of  Lew- 
iston.  Me.  After  leaving  this  company  he  was 
with  the  commission  house  of  Leland,  Allen  & 
Bates,  of  Boston,  where  he  had  the  supervision  of 
all  the  woolen  mills  operated  by  this  company. 
He  became  superintendent  of  the  Owen  & 
Clark  worsted  mill  of  Providence  in  1873,  and  in 
1879  he  purchased  the  business  of  Mr.  Owen 
and  incorporated  the  same  as  the  Geneva  Wor- 
sted Mill.  He  sold  his  interest  in  this  concern 
after  having  managed  the  business  successfully 
until  1884.  In  that  year  he  organized  the 
Lymansville  Company;  the  mills  were  built  of 
brick  under  his  personal  supervision,  the  first  of 


A.  Albert  Sack. 


which  was  completed  in  18S5,  the  ends  being 
finished  in  wood.  As  the  business  increased 
these  wooden  ends  were  removed  and  additions 
built  on  from  time  to  time,  until  to-day  the  plant 
is  one  of  the  largest  in  the  State,  as  shown  by 
the  cut  on  opposite  page,  which  gives  a  good 
idea  of  the  extent  of  the  mills  as  seen  from  the 
front,  although  in  the  rear  there  are  several 
wings  that  do  not  appear  in  the  print,  that 
amount  to  nearly  as  much  m  floor  space  as  the 
part  that  is  shown  in  the  illustration.  The  ends 
of  the  main  buildings  are  still  built  of  wood 
so  as  to  provide  for  further  enlargements  should 

the  increase  of  business 
demand  it.  In  1885  the 
first  year's  output 
amounted  to  170,000 
pounds  of  yarn  and 
150,000  yards  of  cloth. 
In  1 90 1,  after  fifteen 
years  of  growth,  the 
production  of  the  mills 
have  reached  1,200,000 
pounds  of  yarn  and 
1,000,000  yards  of  cloth. 
In  1888  the  company 
opened  salesrooms  in 
New  York  and  seven 
other  large  cities  for 
selling  their  goods  di- 
rect to  the  trade.  All 
office  work,  shipping, 
charging  and  collecting 
of  accounts  is  done  at 
the  mill  office  in  Ly- 
mansville, possibly  the 
onlymill  doing  so  in  the 
country.  The  mills  give 
employment  to  600  operatives.  Power  for  the 
works  is  supplied  from  the  Woonasquatucket 
river  to  the  amount  of  about  120  horse  power 
through  two  Perfection  turbines,  and  by  a  Har- 
ris-Corlis  compound  condensing  engine  of  600- 
horse  power.  Two  dynamos  of  250  1200-candle 
power  arc  lamps  give  ample  light  for  the  various 
departments.  Mr.  Sack  is  prominent  in  a  num- 
ber of  the  leading  societies  of  the  city  of  Provi-. 
dence,  where  he  resides,  but  he  has  never  be- 
come interested  enough  in  politics  to  allow  his 
name  to  be  presented  as  a  nominee  for  office  of 
any  kind.  His  strict  attention  to  manufactur- 
ing has  enabled  him  to  build  up  an  industry 
within  the  State  that  is  second  to  none,  and 
which  is  a  credit  to  Rhode  Island. 
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John  Heathcote  &  Son.  —  Manufacturers  of 
tentering  and  drying  machines,  for  stretching 
and  drying  all  kinds  of  woolen  or  worsted  goods, 
shawls,  felts,  etc.  Business  established  in  1870 
by  John  Heathcote,  who  was  born  near  Man- 
chester, England,  April  30,  1833.  When  about 
9  years  of  age  he  came  to  Providence  and  this 
has  been  his  home  ever  since.  After  acquiring 
a  good  common  school  education,  he  began  to 
learn  the  machinist  trade  in  the  Franklin  Foun- 
dry and  Machine  Co.'s  works,  being  at  that 
time  seventeen  years  of  age.  After  completing 
his  apprenticeship  he 
soon  after  was  em- 
ployed by  Corliss  & 
Nightingale,  where  he 
remained  two  years. 
He  then  went  to  work 
for  W.  C.  Helme,  who 
was  a  manufacturer 
of  jewelers'  tools,  etc. 
He  later  was  em- 
ployed by  Brown  & 
Sharpe,  when  their 
works  were  located 
on  South  Main  street, 
and  had  in  their  em- 
ploy only  seven 
hands.  After  again 
working  for  the 
Franklin  Foundry 
and  Machine  Co.  as 
foreman,  he  began 
manufacturing  in 
company  with  another 
gentleman,  and  in 
1870  he  began  busi- 
ness on  his  own  ac- 
count, manufacturing  drying  and  tentering 
machines  of  all  sizes  and  widths,  the  patents 
for  which  had  been  purchased  by  Mr.  Heath- 
cote in  1870,  the  original  machine  being  the 
Winsor  Dryer,  patented  in  1861.  Since  that 
time  important  improvements  have  been  made, 
and  two  new  patterns  of  machines  for  heavier 
work  have  been  added,  including  a  horizontal 
pattern  machine  and  special  felt  drying  machin- 
ery. The  most  important  machine  now  built 
by  the  concern  is  the  new  improved  upright 
tentering  and  drying  machine  of  a  heavy  pat- 
tern. This  machine  is  built  extra  heavy  and 
strong  and  being  heavily  braced  throughout  is 


John  Heathcote 


capable  of  stretching  and  drying  any  kind  of 
woolen  or  worsted  goods,  shawls,  blankets,  felts, 
etc.  The  chain  is  made  of  heavy  malleable  iron 
with  brass  plates  for  the  tenter  pins  (the  pins 
being  close  together)  and  the  chain  guides  of 
heavy  wrought  iron.  The  advantage  of  this 
machine,  besides  taking  up  considerably  less 
floor  space  than  other  style  machines  of  the 
same  capacity,  is  the  small  amount  of  power 
compared  with  other  dryers,  as  the  chain  going 
up  on  one  side  and  coming  down  on  the  other, 
acts  as  a  counterbalance.  The  machine  is  pro- 
vided with  sprocket 
wheels  both  top  and 
bottom  and  to  over- 
come any  unevenness 
by  wear  of  the  chain 
as  well  as  to  prevent 
any  unevenness,  there 
is  an  automatic  take- 
up  which  always 
keeps  the  chain  taut 
and  on  its  bearing. 
The  steam  piping  be- 
ing placed  below  and 
away  from  the  goods 
(which  is  a  decided 
advantage)  and  with 
the  improved  circula- 
tion, the  goods  com- 
ing from  the  machine 
have  the  same  soft 
feeling  and  finish  as 
goods  that  are  dried 
out  of  doors.  This 
machine  is  adjustable 
,  to  different  widths  of 
goods  by  means  of 
heavy  screws,  right  and  left  thread,  and  can  be 
adjusted  either  by  hand  or  power.  They  ar- 
range for  these  machines  to  be  set  all  on  one 
floor  if  necessary.  These  machines  are  es- 
pecially adapted  for  carbonizing.  They  are 
built  in  various  sizes,  widths  and  heights.  This 
machine  is  paneled  and  is  furnished  with  a  fan. 
In  operation  the  wet  cloth  passes  over  the  roll 
at  the  front  of  the  machine;  passing  up  and 
across  the  top  the  cloth  turns  and  goes  down 
into  the  machine  and  then  up  again  and  so  on 
according  to  the  number  of  folds,  and  passes 
out  dry  over  the  delivery  roll  in  front  and  then 
up  to  the  folder.    The  operator  standing  on  the 
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platform  in  front  has  complete  control  of  the  the}^  are  set.  We  herewith  print  a  cut  of  their 
machine  as  well  as  of  the  tenter  wings,  con-  heavy  pattern  upright  machine.  These  drying 
trolled  by  a  hand  wheel,  and  coarse  right  and     and  tentering  machines  have  been  sold  in  all 


Tentering  and  Drying  Machine,  Built  by  John  Heathcote  &  Son. 

left  screw  shaft  which  gradually  stretch  the  parts  of  the  country.  Mr.  Heathcote  is  con- 
goods  to  the  width  desired.  These  tenter  wings  nected  with  a  large  number  of  societies  in  the 
are  adjustable  and  will  positively  stay  wherever    State,  being  a  past  commander  of  St.  John's  Com- 
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mandery  of  Providence,  a  charter  member,  and  a 
Past  Master  of  Adelphai  Lodge  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of 
Providence,  member  of  the  Veteran  Masonic  As- 


Earl  A.  Potter. 

sociation,  Veteran  Firemen's  Association,  the 
Central  Club,  the  Pomham  Club,  of  which  he  has 
been  a  member  since  its  organization,  and  has 
been  president  of  that  body  for  the  past  five  years, 
and  others.  George  H.  Heathcote  v^^as  born  in 
Providence,  in  January,  1863.  He  has  been 
associated  with  his  fatherin  the 
business  for  a  number  of  years, 
and  July  i,  iQoi,  he  became  a 
partner,  occupying  the  position 
of  general  manager,  which  posi- 
tion he  has  really  held  for  sev- 
eral years. 

This  company  also  manufac- 
ture mast  arms  which  are  in  use 
throughout   the  city  of  Provi- 
dence  for  extending  over  the 
streets  for  supporting  electric 
lamps,  which  have  heretofore 
been  manufactured  under  the 
name   of  the  Russell  Electric 
Mfg.  Co.,  now  an  adjunct  to 
their  other  business.    Mr.  John  ^^^^ 
Heathcote  has  been  for  some  time  the  treas- 
urer of  that  company,  and  their  products  are 
very  important. 


Earl  A.  Potter. — Manufacturer  of  all  kinds  of 
boot  and  shoe  laces.  Business  established 
April  I,  i8g8,  at  77  Cromwell  street,  Providence. 
The  present  works  in  Pocasset,  Cranston,  R.  I., 
were  occupied  June  i,  1900.  Post  ofifice  address, 
Auburn,  R.  I.  Earl  A.  Potter,  who  is  the 
great-grandson  of  Col.  Israel  Angell,  of  Smith- 
field,  who  was  active  in  the  Revolutionary  War, 
was  born  in  South  Scituate,  R.  I.,  May  22,  1859. 
He  learned  the  bobbin  and  spool  business  of  his 
father,  Enos  A.  Potter,  in  his  native  town,  be- 
ginning at  the  age  of  seventeen,  and  remained 
with  him  for  twenty-one  years.  He  gave  up 
this  trade  and  learned  the  manufacture  of  shoe 
laces,  and  after  gaining  a  thorough  knowledge 
of  the  business  he  began  manufacturing  on  his 
own  account,  meeting  with  marked  success. 
He  began  with  1800  spindles  in  1898,  and  has 
gradually  increased  until  now  he  has  some  9,000 
spindles  in  operation  at  his  factory  in  Pocasset, 
and  the  works  are  running  night  and  day  to 
meet  the  demands  of  the  trade  throughout  the 
country.  The  Pocasset  river  supplies  about  40 
horse  power  through  an  Angell  turbine,  but 
this  not  being  sufficient  for  both  day  and  night 
work,  Mr.  Potter  has  recently  put  in  a  45  horse 
power  boiler  and  a  40  horse  power  Nagle  en- 
gine, which,  combined  with  the  water  power, 
affords  all  that  is  required  at  present  for  run- 
ning his  plant,  which  includes  an  electric  light- 
ing outfit.  His  son,  Wallace  C.  Potter,  is  super- 
intendent of  the  works  and  has  been  with  his 


A.  Potter's  Factory,  Pocasset,  Cranston,  R.  I. 

father  since  the  business  was  established.  He  is 
a  native  of  South  Scituate,  where  he  was  born 
January  29,  1880. 
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Gilbert  F.  Whipple. — Manufacturer  of  woolen 
yarns  for  knit  goods  and  cassimeres.  Business 
established  in  1893  for  the  manufacture  of 
yarns,  but  the  original  business  of  manufactur- 
ing cassimeres  was  begun  in  1879.  Factory 
located  at  Whipple,  R.  I.,  formerly  Plainville. 
After  leaving  Mowry  &  Goff's  school  in  Provi- 
dence, he  learned  the  textile  business  in  his 
father's  mill  at  Simmonsville,  now  Thornton,  R. 
I.,  where  he  was  employed  for  some  time,  and 
then  went  to  Massachusetts,  where  he  worked 
in  a  woolen  mill,  and  in  1879  began  business  on 
his  own  account  in  the  factory  shown  upon  this 
page.    The  mill  has  a  floor  space  of  about 


White  &  Co.  then  leased  the  mill  and  carried 
on  the  business  until  1879.  Gilbert  F.  Whipple, 
son  of  Charles  H.  Whipple,  then  operated  it  for 
one  year,  when  a  copartnership  was  formed 
under  the  name  of  Whipple  Sc  Walling,  doing 
business  until  the  fall  of  1887.  Howard 
Maguire  &  Co.  then  conducted  it  for  a  short 
time,  when  W.  F.  Esten  &  Co.  leased  the  mill 
in  1888  and  operated  it  until  1893,  since  which 
time  Gilbert  F.  Whipple  has  had  full  control  of 
the  mill. 

Hope  Worsted  Mills. — Manufacturers  of  fancy 
worsteds  for  men's  wear.  Business  established 
September  i,  1901.  Works  located  in  Gilbert  F. 
Whipple's  Mill  at  Whipple,  near  the  village  of 
Oakland,  R.  I.    Frank  Fiske,  the  treasurer  and 


Whipple's  Mill,  Whipple,  Burrillville,  R.  I. 


50,000  square  feet,  and  is  supplied  with  power 
from  the  Clear  River  through  one  turbine  of 
100  horse  power.  A  Heald  &  Morris  engine  of 
100  horse  power  is  used  in  case  of  low  water, 
but  the  river  seldom  fails  to  supply  sufficient 
power.  Some  30  hands  are  employed.  Gilbert 
F.  Whipple  is  a  native  of  Burrillville,  where  he 
was  born  April  12,  1855.  The  mill  was  built 
about  1847  by  David  Mathewson,  and  was  first 
operated  by  D.  C.  Remington  and  James  Colby 
in  the  manufacture  of  cotton  goods,  and  after- 
wards Lindsey  Jordan  began  the  manufacture 
of  satinets.  In  1856  Charles  H.  Whipple  pur- 
chased the  mill  property  from  David  Mathew- 
son, and  began  the  manufacture  of  fancy  cassi- 
meres, which  he  carried  on  until  1873.    F.  R. 


manager  of  the  firm,  was  born  in  Gloucester,  R. 
I.,  September  30,  1850.  He  has  been  connected 
with  the  woolen  and  worsted  mills  of  Pascoag 
in  one  capacity  or  another  for  the  past  20 
years.  He  was  for  about  eleven  years  the 
bookkeeper  and  general  manager  of  the  Shef- 
field Mills,  and  when  these  mills  were  pur- 
chased by  the  American  Woolen  Co.,  he  be- 
came their  agent,  serving  in  that  capacity  for 
one  year.  He  left  this  company  January  i, 
1901,  and  in  September  established  the  present 
business  in  company  with  Arthur  Ames,  a 
native  of  England,  who  is  the  superintendent 
of  the  works.  Mr.  Ames  was  employed  in  the 
mills  of  Pascoag  for  a  number  of  years  prior  to 
beginning  business  on  his  own  account  as  a 
partner  in  the  Hope  Worsted  Mills.  Employ 
about  50  hands. 
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American  Electrical  Works.  —  Manufacturers 
of  bare  and  insulated  electric  wire,  electric 
light  line  wire,  incandescent  and  flexible  cords, 
railway  feeder  and  trolley 
wires,  Americanite,  magnet, 
office  and  annunciator  wires, 
and  cables  for  aerial  and 
underground  use.  Business 
established  in  1870  by  Eugene 
F.  Phillips.  Incorporated  in 
May,  1882.  Capitalized  for 
^750,000.  Works  located  in 
Phillipsdale,  R.  I.  Employ 
1000  hands.  Officers:  Eugene 
F.  Phillips,  General  Manager; 
Frank  N.  Phillips,  President ; 
E.  Rowland  Phillips,  Vice- 
President;  C.  H.  Wagenseil, 
Treasurer;  C.  R.  Remington, 
Jr.,  Secretary. 

Mr.  Eugene  F.  Phillips, ithe 
general  manager  and  founder 
of  the  business,  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  city,  and  while  pursuing  the  high  school 
course  in  1862,  he  joined  the  Tenth  Rhode  Island 
Volunteers  and  went  to  the  front  along  with  a 
large  delegation  of  students,  returning  at  the 


manufacture  of  insulated  telegraph  wire  in  a 
very  small  way  in  a  barn  situated  in  the  rear  of 
his  residence  at  57  Chestnut  street,  the  cut  of 
which  is  shown  upon  the  op- 
posite page.  This  was  the 
beginning  of  an  industry 
that  has  developed  to  such 
proportions  as  to  place  it  at 
the  head  of  the  wire  manu- 
facturing establishments  of 
the  world,  and  the  founder 
of  the  business,  who  is  still 
at  the  head  of  the  concern, 
pushed  the  enterprise  along 
as  rapidly  as  the  growth  of 
the  application  of  electricity 
during  the  past  thirty  years 
required.  In  1880  he  occu- 
pied the  building  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Stewart  and  Conduit 
streets,  which  at  that  time 
was  considered  a  large  plant, 
four  stories,  and  well 
equipped  with  wire  making 
business  continued  to  grow 


Eugene  F.  Phillips. 


machinery.  The 
rapidly,  and  in  1890  the  greater  part  of  the 
whole  square  in  the  same  location  was  utilized 
by  a  new  factory  which  was  built  expressly  to 


Frank  N.  Phillips. 

close  of  his  enlistment  to  complete  his  studies. 
After  leaving  school  he  was  engaged  in  various 
lines  of  business  until  1870,  when  he  began  the 


E.  Rowland  Phillips. 

accommodate  the  immense  business  of  the  com- 
pany, which  was  built  in  the  form  represented 
upon  the  opposite  page,  with  a  court  in  the 
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centre.  This  plant  was  looked  upon  as  a  model 
in  every  respect,  and  its  increased  facilities 
were  thought  to  be  sufficient  to  handle  the  out- 
put of  the  concern  for  a  great  many  years.  But 
the  use  of  electrical  appliances  had  apparently 
only  just  begun,  for  the  demand  for  their  pro- 
ducts increased  more  rapidly  than  ever,  and  to 
such  an  extent  that  Mr.  Phillips  cast  about  for  a 
location  where  he  could  erect  a  factory  that 
would  meet  all  requirements.  As  a  result  of 
this  endeavor  he  purchased  the  plant  which  was 
located  on  the  Seekonk  river  in  1893,  formerly 
used  as  a  paper  mill  by  the  Richmond  Paper 
Co.,  and  began  to  make  additions  and  altera- 
tions suitable  for  a  modern  mill  for  the  manu- 
facture of  wire.  From  this  time  on  the  place 
became  known  as  Phillipsdale,  in  honor  of  Mr. 
Phillips,  whose  business  gave  to  the  town  of 
East  Providence  one  of  the  most  complete  in- 
dustrial colonies  of  the  State,  and  yet  so  near 
the  city  of  Providence  proper  as  to  be  almost 
counted  as  one  of  its  industries.  The  works  in 
their  present  complete  condition,  as  shown  by 
the  accompanying  cut,  cover  an  area  of  about 
four  acres  of  floor  space  which  are  surrounded 
by  thirty-six  acres  of  land,  well  laid  out,  some 
portions  of  which  are  devoted  to  residences  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  employes.  The 
works  are  situated  on  the  tracks  of  the  N.  Y., 
N.  H.  &  H.  R.  R.  Co.  on  the  east,  and  a  wharf 
and  water  navigation  for  shipping  on  the  See- 
konk river  on  the  west,  and  also  has  an  abun- 
dant fresh  water  supply  from  the  Ten-Mile  river. 
Electric  cars  connect  the  village  with  Provi- 
dence and  other  centres  of  trade.  This  to-day 
is  one  of  the  most  attractive  villages  in  the 
State.  At  the  beginning  Mr.  Phillips  was  using 
as  raw  material  about  thirty  pounds  of  copper 
per  day  in  the  manufacture  of  wire.  He  now 
enjoys  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  upwards 
of  100,000  pounds  of  copper  (fifty  tons)  are  be- 
ing used  every  working  day  in  the  year  in  the 
manufacture  of  every  kind  of  wire  or  cable 
known  to  the  electrician.  The  most  important 
departments  added  to  the  new  works  were  the 
rolling  and  drawing  mills.  These  enable  the 
company  to  receive  the  copper  in  ingots,  just  as 
they  come  from  the  lakes.  Four  carloads  per 
day  are  used,  the  crude  metal  first  being  rolled 
into  rods  of  3/g  inch  diameter,  and  then  drawn 
to  any  desired  size,  which  include  every  descrip- 
tion of  wire  made  from  that  for  heavy  street 


railway,  electric  light  and  telephone  use  to  the 
most  delicate  silk  covered  testing  wire.  There 
are  a  dozen  buildings  in  the  group  that  make  up 
the  plant,  and  all  are  equipped  with  improved 
machinery  and  appliances  for  the  manufacture 
of  wire.  The  company  has  its  own  electric 
plant  for  lighting,  with  three  250-light  incan- 
descent dynamos  and  one  40-arc  light  machine, 
and  a  250  horse  power  generator  for  parts  of  the 
factory.  The  works  are  supplied  by  power 
from  two  500-horse  power  Greene  engines. 

The  Canadian  plant,  as  also  shown  on  the 
page  of  cuts,  was  established  in  Montreal  in 
1889  as  the  Eugene  F.  Phillips  Electrical 
Works,  Etd.,  with  a  capital  of  $30,000,  which 
has  since  been  increased  to  ^60,000.  This  is 
the  largest  wire  manufacturing  plant  in  Canada, 
employing  100  hands,  and  its  interests  are  well 
looked  after  by  George  Olney,  2d,  Secretary  and 
Treasurer. 

The  growth  of  the  American  Electrical 
Works,  which  are  among  the  most  important  of 
any  of  the  manufacturing  plants  of  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island,  have  been  brought  to  their  pres- 
ent state  of  perfection  by  the  persistent  effort 
and  intelligent  management  of  their  founder, 
Mr.  Eugene  F.  Phillips. 

The  officers  of  the  company  are: 

Eugene  F.  Phillips,  General  Manager,  who 
has  had  active  management  of  the  business 
since  its  inception. 

Frank  N.  Phillips,  President,  is  a  son  of  the 
general  manager.  Has  been  with  the  company 
since  leaving  college,  and  was  elected  to  the 
present  position  in  October,  1897. 

E.  Rowland  Phillips,  Vice-President,  is  also  a 
son  of  the  general  manager.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Town  Council  of  East  Providence,  and 
has  been  actively  engaged  with  the  company 
since  school-days,  and  was  elected  to  the  pres- 
ent position  in  October,  1897. 

Charles  H.  Wagenseil,  Treasurer,  commenced 
with  the  company  as  office  boy,  October,  1884, 
has  been  constantly  with  the  company  ever 
since,  and  was  elected  to  his  present  position  in 
October,  1897. 

Charles  R.  Remington,  Jr.,  Secretary,  has 
been  prominently  connected  with  the  company 
since  1883  in  various  capacities,  and  was  elected 
to  his  present  position  in  October,  1897. 

The  village  of  Phillipsdale  has  other  impor; 
tant  industries  that  promise  to  make  the  place 
very  prominent. 
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Granger  Foundry  and  Machine  Co. — Manufac- 
turers of  bleaching,  dyeing,  drying  and  finishing 
machinery  for  textile  fabrics.  Works  located 
at  the  corner  of  Harris  and  Sims  avenues, 
Providence.  In  1842  the  Cove  Machine  Co. 
was  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  Rhode 
Island,  and  located  at  the  corner  of  Gaspee  and 
Francis  streets,  in  a  building  erected  for  them 


sours,  water  mangles,  sprinklers,  drying 
machines,  calenders  and  various  other  machines 
for  finishing  textile  goods.  They  also  build 
calenders  for  finishing  fine  letter,  ledger  and 
surface  coated  papers.  After  all  these  years  in 
one  location,  the  company  found  it  necessary  to 
erect  a  new  and  more  extensive  building  on 
Harris  and  Sims  avenues,  and  Granger  and 


Machine  Shop  of  the  Granger  Foundry  and  Machine  Co.,  Providence. 


the  same  year  next  to  the  old  State  Prison,  in 
this  city,  the  last  remains  of  which  have  been 
torn  down.  For  thirty-six  years  the  business 
was  carried  on  under  this  name,  and  then,  in 
1878,  it  was  changed  to  the  Granger  Foundry 
and  Machine  Co.  For  fifty-eight  years  this 
concern  has  carried  on  a  successful  business 
manufacturing  machinery  for  bleaching,  dye- 
ing, drying  and  finishing  cotton  goods,  including 
singeing  machines,  washing  machines,  chemic. 


Tingley  streets,  as  they  had  outgrown  their  old 
quarters  and  also  because  the  State  had  looked 
opon  their  former  location  with  a  favorable  eye, 
as  the  new  State  House  and  Normal  School 
were  to  be  located  in  the  immediate  vicinity. 
Yielding  to  the  inevitable,  the  company  laid  the 
foundations  for  an  extensive  plant,  and  in  De- 
cember, 1895,  the  superstructure  was  completed, 
the  machinery  removed  and  new  machinery 
added.    This  is  now  one  of  the  most  complete 
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machine  shops  in  New  iMigland,  every  modern 
appliance  being  at  hand  by  which  the  finest  and 
most  intricate  parts  of  their  machinery  can  be 
turned  out  accurately  and  with  great  dispatch. 
These  new  works  add  another  improvement  to 
the  long  list  that  have  been  building  within  the 
past  few  years,  all  of  which  are  a  great  credit  to 
the  city  of  Providence. 

We  herewith  print  a  plate  of  the  interior  of 
the  main  portion  of  their  extensive  machine 
shop,  which  is  the  largest  in  the  United  States 


order  as  promptly  as  any  concern  in  America. 
The  company  employ  only  skilled  mechanics, 
many  of  them  having  been  in  their  employ  for 
many  years,  and  consequently  they  are  enabled 
to  add  to  their  skill  a  practical  knowledge  of  the 
great  variety  of  machinery  manufactured  at 
these  works.  The  officers  of  the  company  are: 
William  S.  Granger,  President;  Henry  A.  Till- 
inghast,  Secretary  and  Treasurer.  Mr.  Granger 
is  also  the  President  of  the  Wheelwright  Filler 
and  Manufacturing  Co.  of  Providence,  and  of 


Plant  of  the  Granger  Foundry  and  Machine  Co.,  Harris  and  Sims  Avenues,  Providence,  R.  I. 


for  their  class  of  work.  The  main  building  is 
305  X  110  feet,  the  storage  and  pattern  building 
being  100  x  40. 

The  dyeing  and  bleaching  concerns  through- 
out the  United  States  will  appreciate  the  in- 
creased facilities  enjoyed  by  this  company  in 
their  new  quarters,  for  greater  facilities  mean 
more  rapid  production,  and  when  only  limited 
time  is  granted  for  turning  out  certain  machin- 
ery in  their  line,  they  will  feel  satisfied  that  the 
Granger  Foundry  and  Machine  Co.  can  fill  the 


the  American  Wringer  Co.,  a  director  in  the 
United  National  Bank  and  numerous  other  cor- 
porations. 

Pawtucket  Spinning  Ring  Co.— Manufacturers 
of  spinning  rings.  Business  established  in  1884 
by  John  Booth.  Incorporated  in  1899.  Capi- 
talized for  ^30,000.  Works  located  on  North 
Main  street,  Pawtucket.  Employ  14  hands. 
Officers:  Albert  P.  Martin,  President;  John 
Booth,  Treasurer  and  Secretary,  who  was  born 
in  Oldham,  England,  March  2,  1845. 
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Providence  Dyeing,  Bleaching  and  Calender 

ing  Co.  —  When  we  remember  that  in  1814,  and 
for  at  least  four  years  afterward,  all  the  cotton 
cloth  woven  in  America  was  the  product  of  hand 
looms,  and  that  the  power  spinning  frames  just 
coming  into  use  were  turning  out  comparatively 
small  quantities  of  yarn,  the  promotion  of  a  com- 
pany with  a  capital  of  $40,000  to  bleach,  dye  and 
finish  such  cloth,  seems  as  much  of  a  daring  en- 
terprise as  the  promoting  to-day  of  a  twenty  mill- 
ion dollar  trust.  It  shows  that  our  ancestors 
had  a  great  deal  of  confidence  in  the  future  of 
the  cotton  industry  in 
New  England,  and  the 
result  shows  that  their 
faith  was  well  founded. 

In  the  year  above 
mentioned,  Hercules 
Whitney,  Henry  Hop- 
pin,  Edward  Mason, 
Jr.,  and  Daniel  Bates, 
all  of  Providence, 
bought  from  Oliver 
Evans  of  Philadelphia, 
the  second  steam  en- 
gine ever  erected  in 
Rhode  Island,  the  first 
ever  used  in  America, 
and  probably  in  the 
world,  for  the  bleach- 
ing, dyeing  and  finish- 
ing of  cotton  fabrics. 
It  was  patriotically 
named  the  Columbian 
Steam  Engine,  and  was 
patented  by  the  said 
Evans,  who  issued  to 
these  gentlemen  a 
license  to  run  the  en- 
gine together  with  a  guarantee  of  the  develop- 
ment of  20  horse-power.  The  description  of 
this  engine  as  set  forth  in  the  license  for  its  use, 
when  compared  with  that  of  a  modern  triple 
condenser  is  most  interesting  to  the  student  of 
dynamics.  This  engine  was  bought  at  an  ex- 
pense of  six  thousand  dollars  and  when  erected 
in  Providence  at  the  corner  of  Mathewson  and 
Sabin  streets  is  said  to  have  cost  its  owners 
15 1 7,000. 

In  addition  to  this  wonderful  piece  of  mechan- 
ism, these  gentlemen,  together  with  certain 
others  named  hereafter,  bought  from  the  widow 


John  P.  Farnsworth. 


of  William  Smith  of  New  York,  the  patent 
rights  in  the  first  calender  ever  run  with  differ- 
ential gears  ;  the  calender  from  which  has  been 
evolved  the  modern  friction  calender. 

With  this  engine,  these  patent  calender 
rights,  and  several  acres  of  land  north  of  Sabin 
street  and  west  of  the  cove,  Hercules  Whitney 
and  Henry  Hoppin  formed  a  company  for  the 
bleaching  and  calendering  of  cotton  and  other 
goods,  interesting  with  themselves  James  B. 
Mason,  Benjamin,  Charles,  Elisha  and  Olne) 
Dyer,  Benjamin  and  Thomas  C.  Hoppin,  Smith 

Bosworth  and  John 
Wilson.  These  gentle- 
men formed  themselves 
into  a  company  known 
as  the  "Patent  Calen- 
dering and  Bleaching 
Company"  and  as 
sumed  all  the  corpor- 
ate rights  and  privi- 
leges afterwards  given 
them  by  the  State. 

Col.  Smith  Bosworth 
was  appointed  the  ac- 
tive head  of  the  com- 
pany, holding  this  po- 
sition for  a  number  of 
years.  Later  Wm.  C. 
Snow  was  elected  agent 
and  in  1840  Mr.  Ste- 
phen Cornell  was  made 
superintendent.  About 
this  time  most  of  the 
stock  being  in  the 
hands  of  the  Dyer  and 
Hoppin  families,  a 
charter  was  taken  from 
the  State  and  the 
officers  elected  under  it  were  Elisha  Dyer,  Presi- 
dent; Wm.  C.  Snow,  agent.  At  this  time  a 
purchase  of  land  was  made  in  Olneyville,  near 
the  Johnston  line,  and  an  old  grist  mill  was  con- 
verted into  a  blue  dye  house  and  bleachery. 

In  1872  Wm.  C.  Snow  died  and  Mr.  Stephen 
Cornell  was  elected  agent.  In  1883  Mr.  Cor^ 
nell  resigned  the  agency  and  was  soon  after 
elected  president,  which  ofifice  he  held  until  his 
death.  Succeeding  him  as  agent  and  treasurer 
came  Mr.  Nathan  H.  Baker. 

In  1885  the  Sabin  street  plant  was  abandoned 
and  all  dyed  work  given  up,  the  finishing  of 
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bleached  and  fancy  white  work  being  taken 
up  at  the  Olneyville  plant,  or  Valley  Bleach- 
ery,  as  it  was  called.    In   1885   Mr.   N.  II. 


The  Columbian  Steam  Engine,  1814. — The  Second  Steam 
Engine  Operated  in  Providence. 

Baker  was  succeeded  by  the  present  treasurer, 
John  P.  Farnsworth.  Since  that  time  there 
have  been  three  presidents,  Mr.  W.  W.  Hoppin, 
Jr.,  son  of  a  former  president,  succeeded  Mr. 
Cornell,  being  in  turn  succeeded  by  Mr.  Chas. 
N.  Talbot,  who  remained  as  president  from 
1893  until  the  beginning  of  the  present  year. 
The  present  holder  of  the  office  is  Mr.  Wm. 
Oscar  Cornell,  a  son  of  Mr.  Stephen  Cornell, 
former  superintendent,  agent,  treasurer  and 
president. 

The  plant  at  52  Valley  street  has  grown  from 
a  small  bleachery,  finishing  about  four  tons  of 
goods  in  1885,  to  its  present  capacity  of  twenty 
tons  per  day.  About  one  million  yards  of  light 
dres's  goods  pass  through  it  finished  each  week. 

Providence  Engineering  Works — Manufactur- 
ers of  stationary  engines  and  general  machinery, 
their  specialties  being  the  Greene  engine  and 
the  Rice  &  Sargent  engine.  Business  estab- 
lished originally  by  R.  L.  Thurston  and  John 
Babcock,  practical  engme  builders.  After 
various  co-partnership  changes,  the  Providence 
Steam  Engine  Co.  was  organized  and  incorpor- 
ated under  the  laws  of  Rhode  Island,  in  1863. 
The  business  was  carried  along  successfully 
under  this  name  untill  May  23,  1899,  when  this 
company  and  the  Rice  &  Sargent  lingine  Co. 
were  succeeded  by  the  Providence  Engineering 
Works,  and  incorporated  at  that  time  with  a 
capitalization  of  ^250,000.  The  new  company 
occupy  the  works  of  the  Providence  Steam  En- 
gine Co.,  on  South  Main,  South  Water  and  Pike 


streets.  Providence,  where  they  employ  about 
250  hands.  The  plant  is  the  largest  in  the  city 
for  the  building  of  steam  engines  with  one  ex- 
ception, and  their  productions  rank  with  the 
best  made  steam  engines  built  in  this  or  foreign 
countries.  The  officers  of  the  company  are: 
Richard  A.  Robertson,  President;  Richard  H. 
Rice,  Treasurer  and  Secretary.  Some  of  the 
largest  manufacturing  concerns  of  the  State  are 
equipped  with  their  engines,  including  the 
-  National  and  Providence  Worsted  Mills,  the 
Valley  Worsted  Mills,  besides  many  large  con- 
cerns in  other  States  throughout  the  country, 
including  the  Lincoln  Wharf  station  of  the  Bos- 
ton Elevated  Railroad  where  two  of  their  6,000 
horse  power  Rice  &  Sargent  engines  are  in  op- 
eration, probably  the  largest  in  New  England. 
The  best  equipment  in  the  city  of  Providence  is 
at  the  power  station  of  the  Union  Railroad  Co. 
on  Eddy  street,  where  there  are  several  of  their 
Greene  engines  in  operation,  supplying  power 
for  the  electric  road.  The  plant  is  equipped 
with  every  modern  device  for  handling  and 
working  heavy  or  light  castings,  machinery 
parts,  etc. 

American  Supply  Co. — Manufacturers  of  loom 
harness,  reeds,  leather  belting,  pickers  and  mill 
supplies.  Business  organized  and  incorporated 
in  1883.  Capitalized  for  ;^300,ooo.  Office,  11 
and  12  Eddy  street.  Providence.  Works  in 
Central  Falls,  R.  I.  Employ  125  hands.  Offi- 
cers: John  E.  Kendrick,  Vice-President;  Myron 
Fish,  Treasurer;  John  A.  Carter,  Secretary. 
The  business  is  a  consolidation  of  the  Kendrick 
Loom  Harness  Co.  and  Myron  Fish  &  Co.,  the 
former  company  having  been  in  the  business 
for  about  thirty  years,  and  the  latter  company 
had  been  in  existence  for  about  twenty  years, 
the  combination  making  a  strong  company,  do- 
ing a  wide  business  at  home  and  abroad. 

Lippitt  Woolen  Co.  —  Manufacturers  of  cassi- 
meres  and  coatings.  Business  established  in 
1865.  Incorporated  the  same  year  at  the  May 
session  of  the  Legislature.  Mills  located  on 
South  Main  street,  Woonsocket,  R.  I.  Officers  : 
Henry  F.  Lippitt,  President;  Chas.  H.  Merriman, 
Treasurer.  The  mills  have  20  sets  of  cards  and 
114  looms.  Power  is  supplied  in  part  from  the 
Blackstone  River  Trench.  The  company  was 
named  in  honor  of  Henry  F'.  Lippitt,  who  was 
the  prime  mover  in  the  enterprise.  It  was 
known  as  the  Harrison  Cotton  Mill  before  1865, 
where  cotton  goods  were  manufactured  for  a 
number  of  years. 
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Reliance  Mill  Company — Manufacturers  of 
fancy  table  meals,  including  corn,  rye,  graham, 
whole  wheat,  buckwheat,  oat  metal,  etc.  Bus- 


Henry  C.  Clark. 

iness  established  originally  by  J.  C.  Redding 
who  was  succeeded  by  Goodspeed  &  Co.,  and 
later  D.  N.  Knight  became  the  owner  of  the 
business.  Henry  C.  Clark  finally  became  the 
owner  of  the  plant,  and  in  1873  he  erected  the 
present  extensive  mill  on  the  water  front,  208 
to  216  Dyer  street.  Providence,  five  stories  high, 
with  a  storage  capacity  for  40,000  bushels  of 
grain,  and  the  pier  affords  ample  facilities  for 
vessels  to  discharge.  The  mill  is  equipped  with 
four  double  sets  of  rolls,  and  the  power  for  the 
works  is  supplied  by  a  500  horse  power  steam 
engine.  There  is  a  direct  railroad  switch,  thus 
giving  them  perfect  transportation  facilities,  and 
on  the  dock  they  have  a  large  three  story  ware- 
house for  the  storage  of  salt,  hay,  grain,  straw, 
and  sundries.  Henry  C.  Clark  was  born  in 
Providence,  November  28,  1822.  After  com- 
pleting his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  city,  he  began  active  business  in  1841 
as  a  clerk  in  the  employ  of  Jackson  &  Clark- 
coal  merchants,  and  held  that  position  until  his 
admission  into  the  firm,  the  name  then  being 
changed  to  Jackson,  Clark  &  Co.  Then  the 
firm  underwent  successive  changes,  first  as  S. 
Clark  &  Co.,  Clark  &  Coggeshall,  Clark  & 


Webb,  H.  C.  Clark,  and  later  as  the  Providence 
Coal  Co.,  HenryC.  Clark becomingthesole  owner 
of  the  business,  which  was  the  most  extensive 
of  any  in  the  city  of  Providence,  excepting  the 
Wilkesbarre  Pier,  which  is  owned  by  the  N.  Y., 
N.  H.  &  Hartford  Railroad  Co.  The  plant  has 
a  wharf  frontage  on  the  harbor  of  about  1500 
feet,  and  the  coal  pockets  will  contain  fully 
20,000  tons.  Mr.  Clark  was  at  all  times  one  of 
the  most  public  spirited  citizens  of  the  city,  and 
he  was  elected  to  represent  the  city  of  Provi- 
dence in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
General  Assembly  from  1882  to  1885,  and  he 
represented  his  ward  in  the  Common  Council  of 
the  city  of  Providence  during  the  same  period. 
In  1876  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen.  In  1892  and  1895  he  was  an 
independent  candidate  for  Mayor.  He  died 
March  3,  1898. 

Harry  C.  Clark,  the  present  proprietor  of  the 
Reliance  Mill  Co.,  and  the  Providence  Coal  Co., 
was  born  in  Providence,  October  24,  1857,  and 
is  the  son  of  Henry  C.  Clark.  He  was  edu- 
catedinthe  publicschools  and  Brown  University. 
Upon  leaving  school  he  entered  his  father's 
office  and  was  appointed  Treasurer  of  the  con- 


Harry  C.  Clark. 


cern,  soon  after  becoming  a  partner  with  his 
father  in  the  business,  which  included  the  coal 
and  mill  business.   Upon  the  death  of  his  father 
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in  1898  he  became  the  sole  owner  of  both  pro- 
perties, which  are  now  carried  on  under  his 
direction.     William  H.  Kelly  is  the  General 


Albert  H.  Olney. 


Manager  of  the  Reliance  Mill,  but  Mr.  Clark 
superintends  the  entire  business  of  the  Provi- 
dence Coal  Co.,  which  employs  about  125  hands. 

Olney  Brothers. — Lubricating  oils.  Business 
established  in  1872  by  Henry  S.  and  Albert  H. 
Olney.  Office  and  storehouse,  54  South  Water 
street.  Providence.  Albert  H.  Olney,  now  the 
sole  proprietor  of  the  business,  was  born  in 
Scituate,  R.  I.,  in  July,  1839.  After  leaving 
the  public  schools  he  attended  the  Smithville 
seminary,  later  known  as  the  Lapham  Institute, 
in  the  village  of  North  Scituate.  After  leaving 
this  institution  he  attended  Potter  &  Ham- 
mond's Mercantile  school,  of  Providence,  where 
he  remained  until  1858.  The  following  year  he 
entered  the  Richmond  Mill  in  Scituate  as  book- 
keeper, remaining  two  years.  In  1864  he  was 
the  proprietor  of  a  cotton  mill  in  Rockland,  and 
carried  on  the  business  about  one  year,  at  a 
time  when  cotton  was  selling  at  $1.80  per 
pound.  After  leaving  manufacturing,  he  en- 
tered the  employ  of  G.  &  C.  P.  Hutchins  in 
the  crockery  and  gas  fixture  business,  and  in 
1872  he  left  this  concern  to  begin  business  on 
his  own  account  in  company  with  his  brother, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Olney  Brothers.  The 


first  car  load  of  oil  was  received  November  4  of 
that  year,  from  the  Binghamton  Oil  Refining 
Co.,  and  from  that  time  to  the  present  they 
have  handled  the  goods  of  that  justly  celebrated 
refinery,  whose  cylinder  oils  have  been  sent  to 
every  country  of  the  globe  where  steam  engines 
are  used.  P'or  the  first  few  years  their  business 
was  mostly  confined  to  handlmg  the  Bingham- 
ton oils,  but  as  other  refineries  were  established, 
making  a  great  variety  of  goods,  they  have  kept 
pace  with  the  times  by  arranging  with  refiners 
of  different  specialties,  so  as  to  secure  the  very 
best  oils  that  can  be  had  for  various  purposes. 
The  Binghamton  cylinder  oil  has  always  stood 
at  the  head  of  steam  cylinder  lubricants.  The 
stock  of  Olney  Brothers  is  as  complete  as  it  is 
possible  to  have  in  oils  for  all  kinds  of  machin- 
ery. In  1898  Henry  S.  Olney  withdrew  from 
the  firm,  and  the  business  has  been  carried  on 
by  Albert  H.  Olney  as  the  sole  proprietor  under 
the  original  name  of  Olney  Brothers. 

Chas.  Pay  &  Co. — Manufacturers  of  wagons 
and  trucks  of  all  kinds,  coal  hoisting  apparatus, 
mud  dredgers,  wheelwrights  and  general  ma- 
chinists. Business  established  in  1877  by 
Charles  Pay,  who  is  a  native  of  England,  where 
he  was  born  in  185 1.  Works  located  at  301 
South  Water  street,  Providence.  Does  a  gen- 
eral line  of  blacksmithing  and  forging. 

I.  H.  Smith. — Manufacturer  of  card  clothing 
machinery.    Business  established  in   1891,  by 


Israel  H.  Smith,  who  is  a  native  of  Rutland, 
Mass.,  where  he  was  born  in  1839.  Works 
located  in  Edgewood,  Providence. 
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The  Coronet  Worsted  Co.  —  Manufacturers  of 
fine  worsted  suitings  and  piece  dyes.  Mills 
located  at  Mapleville,  R.  I.,  in  the  town  of  Bur- 
rillville.  The  business  was  established  under 
the  present  name  in  1900;  incorporated,  1901  ; 
capitalized  for  $150,000,  and  employs  500  hands. 
Joseph  E.  Fletcher,  who  is  a  director  of  the 
Union  Trust  Co.  of  Providence,  and  of  the  Law- 
ton  Spinning  Co.  of  Woonsocket,  is  the  Presi- 
dent and  Treasurer  ;  John  H.  Lloyd  is  the  Vice- 
President,  and  John  W.  Duncanson  is  the  Secre- 
tary. The  sales  office  of  the  company  is  at  377 
Broadway,  N.  Y.  Joseph  E.  Fletcher,  the 
founder  of  the  present 
business,  was  born  at 
Bradford,  England,  in 
1866.  He  is  the  eldest 
son  of  Charles  Fletcher, 
the  noted  worsted  manu- 
facturer, who  estab- 
lished the  mills  known 
as  the  National  and 
Providence  Worsted 
Mills  ;  the  Fulton  Wor- 
sted Mills  ;  the  Pocas- 
set ;  the  Victoria  ;  the 
Saranac  Mills  at  Black- 
stone,  and  the  Lawton 
Spinning  Co.,  and  has 
now  ceased  to  take  an 
active  interest  in  the 
woolen  business,  as  he 
has  sold  his  different 
mills  to  the  American 
Woolen  Co. 

Joseph  E.  Fletcher 
entered  his  father's  em- 
ploy in  Providence,  and 
was  finally  elected  Vice- 
President  and  Treasurer  of  the  National  and 
Providence  Worsted  Mills,  also  Treasurer  and 
General  Manager  of  the  Saranac  Worsted  Mills, 
which  mills  were  sold  to  the  American  Woolen 
Co.,  and  for  two  years  he  acted  as  the  agent  and 
general  manager  of  these  mills  for  this  com- 
pany. After  resigning  from  the  position  of 
agent,  he  purchesed  the  Mapleville  property  in 
December,  1900,  and  organized  it  under  the 
name  of  the  Coronet  Worsted  Co.  The  old 
mill  was  completely  transformed  into  a  modern 
establishment,  and  put  on  to  a  running  basis, 
with  a  New  York  office  selling  their  goods  di- 


Joseph  E.  Fletcher, 


rect  to  the  trade.  After  the  old  mill  was  in 
shape  and  in  good  running  order,  Mr.  Fletcher 
immediately  started  building  a  new  brick  fac 
tory  300  feet  long,  also  a  number  of  tenement 
houses,  as  shown  herewith  in  the  double  page 
cut.  The  new  company  is  established  on  a 
much  larger  scale  than  the  old  time  business, 
which  for  a  number  of  years  was  running  at  a 
low  ebb,  on  account  of  the  destruction  by  fire 
of  the  factory  on  the  site  of  the  new  mill.  Any 
one  acquainted  with  Mapleville  in  the  old  time 
would  hardly  recognize  it  now  under  the  trans- 
formation that  has  taken  place.    The  old  mill  is 

known  as  Mill  No.  i, 
and  the  new  factory  as 
Mill  No.  2.  And  now 
that  both  are  running 
to  their  full  extent,  the 
village  of  Mapleville  is 
placed  in  the  front  rank 
of  the  textile  centres  of 
the  manufacturing  town 
of  Burrillville,  and  the 
enterprise  shown  by  this 
new  company  under  Mr. 
Fletcher's  management 
has  given  the  old  town 
a  renewed  stimulus  to 
push  her  manufacturing 
interests  to  a  point  of 
vigor  that  she  has  never 
realized  before.  Power 
for  the  No.  i  Mill,  the 
old  cluster  of  buildings 
as  shown  on  page  202, 
is  supplied  from  the 
lower  privilege  of  the 
Chepachet  river  to  the 
extentof  about  150-horse 
power  through  two  turbines,  and  a  Harris-Corliss 
steam  engine  of  200-horse  power.  This  mill 
operates  70  looms  in  the  manufacture  of  fine 
suitings,  and  the  No.  2  Mill,  the  new  one,  is 
supplied  by  the  upper  privilege  in  the  same 
village  on  the  Chepachet  river  to  the  extent  of 
about  150-horse  power  through  two  turbines  and 
a  Whitehall  steam  engine  of  200-horse  power, 
operating  100  looms.  These  are  among  the 
most  complete  worsted  plants  in  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island,  and  the  village  with  its  neat 
houses,  situated  on  a  gentle  slope  facing  the 
east,  the  streets  lined  on  either  side  by  full 
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grown  maple  trees,  which  very  appropriately 
gives  it  the  name  of  Maplevillc,  is  very  attrac- 
tive and  well  laid  out. 

This  place  was  formerly  known  as  Cooper's 
Mills,  a  saw  mill  situated  upon  the  site  of  the 
No.  I  Mill  being  the  only  business  of  the  place 
for  a  great  many  years,  or  until  the  building  of 
the  first  woolen  factory  here  in  1841  by  Darius 


B.  Smith,  who  further  enlarged  the  plant  and 
began  the  manufacture  of  fancy  woolen  goods. 
Smith  &  Whitehead  were  the  owners  in  July, 
1864,  and  the  following  year,  in  March,  Fred- 
erick B.  Smith  bought  his  partner's  interest, 
whose  name  was  James  B.  Whitehead.  March 
30,  1866,  Mr.  Smith  sold  the  property  to  the 
firm  of  Whitehead  &  Legg,  and  December  7, 


Coronet  Worsted  Co.  Mill  No.  2., 


P.  Lawton,  whose  son-in-law,  James  W.  Hale, 
operated  the  mill,  his  equipment  being  one  set 
of  cards  and  a  few  looms.  This  first  mill  was 
built  of  stone,  and  was  destroyed  by  fire  prior 
to  1856,  when  Oliver  Tracy  bought  the  prop- 
erty and  rebuilt  the  mill  on  a  much  larger 
scale,  probably  utilizing  the  stone  walls  of  the 
old  factory.  In  1857  he  sold  the  property  to 
Smith  &  Hawkins,  who  in  turn  sold  it  to  Joseph 


1867,  James  Legg  bought  his  partner's  interest 
and  became  the  sole  owner.  At  this  time  there 
were  only  18  narrow  Greenhalge  looms  in  the 
mill,  and  Mr.  Legg  began  making  improve- 
ments and  enlargements.  The  large  addition 
was  built  in  187 1-2,  and  the  works  in  1890  con- 
sisted of  four  main  structures  together  with  a 
number  of  smaller  buildings,  the  section  with 
the  belfry  being  the  original  structure.    At  this 
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latter  date  there  were  some  two  hundred  hands 
employed  operating  six  sets  of  cards  and  forty 
broad  looms,  making  weekly  about  4,000  yards 
of  fancy  cassimeres  and  cheviots,  and  at  present 
the  mill  produces  about  20,000  yards  of  worsted 
goods  per  week.  Mr.  Legg  took  his  son  into 
partnership,  and  the  name  of  the  firm  became 
James  Legg  &  Co.    In  March,  1890,  the  busi- 


west  bank  of  the  river,  a  woolen  mill  was 
erected  of  wood  with  a  stone  basement  by 
Daniel  S.  Whipple  about  the  year  1845.  Mr. 
Whipple  bought  this  upper  privilege  from  Duty 
Smith,  March  8,  1845,  and  as  he  was  the  owner 
of  the  next  water  privilege  above  on  the  Che- 
pachet  river,  at  Gaza,  where  he  was  busily  en- 
gaged developing  an  extensive  textile  business. 


Village  of  Mapleville,  R.  I. 


ness  was  incorporated  under  the  name  of 
the  Mapleville  Manufacturing  Co.,  but 
it  was  a  close  corporation,  the  shares  being  all 
owned  by  the  Legg  family.  The  same  year  Mr. 
Legg,  senior,  died  August  2d,  and  then  the 
business  of  the  corporation  devolved  upon  his 
sons,  James  Legg  as  President  and  General 
Manager,  and  William  Legg,  Treasurer. 

Some  200  yards  above  the  No.  i  Mill,  on  the 


which,  by  the  way,  is  now  in  ruins,  he  leased 
his  Mapleville  mill.  John  L.  Ross  hired  one  room 
and  made  cottonyarns;  Benjamin  F.  Greeneoccu- 
pied  the  two  upper  floors  and  made  warps  for 
Hill  &  Carpenter.  Mr.  Greene  subsequently 
founded  the  Greene  &.  Daniels  Manufacturing 
Co.  of  Pawtucket.  Some  time  after,  in  1848, 
John  Barber  hired  the  basement  and  manufac- 
tured linsey  woolseys  for  Hill  &  Carpenter  of 
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I'rovidence.  Some  years  later  Mr.  Whipple 
built  a  stone  mill  in  the  rear  of  the  wooden  fac- 
tory, and  leased  the  new  building  to  Steere  & 
Tinkham  in  1853.  Here  William  Tinkham  be- 
gan his  successful  career  as  a  manufacturer  in 
company  with  Job  Steere.  They  carried  on  the 
manufacture  of  woolen  goods  until  1856,  when 
these  gentlemen  moved  their  plant  to  Harris- 
ville,  on  the  Clear  river.  The  leases  expiring 
in  1856,  Mr.  Whipple  then  began  the  operation 
of  the  mills  himself.    In  1862  he  enlarged  the 


brick  factory,  which  has  just  been  completed, 
and  is  one  of  the  most  substantial  mill  build- 
ings in  the  State,  well  equipped  with  modern 
machinery  and  every  modern  device  for  the 
manufacture  of  fine  worsted  goods. 

Daniel  S.  Whipple  is  credited  with  having 
set  the  trees  that  to-day  make  the  place  so  at- 
tractive. With  the  present  impetus  that  the 
new  company  has  developed  for  the  place, 
Mapleville  is  destined  to  be  one  of  the  very 
popular  manufacturing  hamlets  of  the  State, 


Coronet  Worsted  Co.  No.  i  Mill,  Mapleville,  R.  I. 


plant  and  operated  a  six  set  fancy  woolen  fac- 
tory. In  1863  he  sold  the  property  to  George 
N.  and  James  A.  Smith,  who,  June  10,  1865, 
sold  the  mill  to  James  Whitehead  and  James 
Legg.  In  1867,  December  7th,  Mr.  White- 
head sold  his  interest  to  his  partner,  and  James 
Legg  then  became  the  sole  proprietor  of  this 
and  the  lower  mill.  This  upper  mill  was 
burned  September  3d,  1871,  and  had  remained  a 
pile  of  ruins  until  Mr.  Fletcher  purchased  both 
privileges  and  erected  the  present  imposing 


and  it  is  not  at  all  unlikely  that  the  privilege  at 
Gaza  will  very  soon  be  built  up,  and  still  further 
up  the  stream,  at  the  famous  old  village  of  Che- 
pachet  is  another  old  ruin,  which  a  few  years 
ago,  before  the  destructive  fire,  was  giving  em- 
ployment to  some  300  operatives,  will  in  due 
time  be  re-established,  thereby  making  the  Che- 
pachet  river  valley  one  of  activity  and  thrift. 

While  Mr.  Joseph  E.  Fletcher  has  never 
sought  public  office  he  served  as  a  delegate  to 
the  Republican  National  Convention  of  1899,  be- 
ing a  member  of  the  Notification  Committee. 
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William  F.  Quarters.  —  l{lectro-p]ating  of 
jewelry  of  a  fine  grade.  Business  established 
in  1891.  Works  located  at  129  Eddy  street, 
Providence.  Employ  23  hands.  William  F. 
Quarters  is  a  native  of  Providence.  After  com- 
pleting his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
the  city  he  entered  the  employ  of  S.  T.  Lincoln 
&  Co.,  of  Providence,  to  learn  the  electro-plat- 
ing business,  where  he  remained  from  1870  to 
1879,  when  he  engaged  with  James  Callaghan. 
Here  he  was  employed  three  years,  and  then 
entered  the  employ  of  Herbert  E.  Brown  &  Co. 
as  foreman  of  the  electro-plating  department, 
serving  in  that  capa- 
city for  five  years,  and 
then  became  a  member 
of  the  firm.  He  sold 
his  interest  in  this  con- 
cern in  1 89 1  and  began 
business  on  his  own 
account  on  Eddy  street, 
and  to  meet  the  de- 
mands of  his  increas- 
ing business  he  found 
it  necessary  to  increase 
his  establishment,  and 
he  accordingly  moved 
into  his  present  quar- 
ters at  129  Eddy 
street,  where  he  has 
ample  facilities  for  car- 
rying on  his  business. 
From  the  beginning 
Mr.  Quarters  has  made 
it  a  point  to  bid  for 
fine  work,  and  his  great 
specialty  is  fine  shad- 
ing, together  with 
heavy  14-karat  plating, 

for  which  he  has  established  an  excellent  repu- 
tation. His  works  are  equipped  for  doing  the 
higher  grade  of  work,  and  consequently  very 
little  of  the  cheaper  kind  is  done.  While  Mr. 
Quarters  receives  the  bulk  of  his  business  from 
local  concerns,  he  still  has  quite  an  extensive 
trade  throughout  the  country. 

Thomas  G.  Hunt. — Manufacturer  of  a  general 
line  of  electro-plated  goods,  including  brooches, 
hat  pins,  etc.  Present  business  established  in 
1900,  October  10.  Mr.  Hunt  is  a  native  of  At- 
tleboro,  Mass.,  where  he  was  born  May  8,  1857. 
He  learned  the  jewelry  trade  in  the  village  of 


William  F.  Quarters. 


Chartley,  Mass.,  where  he  remained  for  about 
ten  years.  He  was  employed  for  a  time  in  At- 
tleboro  and  North  Attleboro  prior  to  locating  in 
Providence,  where  he  was  employed  by  Moore- 
head  &  Co.,  and  afterwards  became  a  partner 
with  R.  A.  Greene  under  the  firm  name  of  R. 
A.  Greene  &  Co.,  manufacturing  jewelers,  and 
later  retired  from  this  firm  and  went  into  part- 
nership with  S.  E.  Budlong,  where  he  remained 
until  he  began  business  alone  in  1900.  Works 
located  at  117  Point  street,  Providence, 

Contrexeville  Manufacturing  Co.  —  Manufac- 
turers of  cotton  plushes  and  velveteens.  Busi- 
ness established  in 
Manville,  R.I.,  in  1897, 
and  incorporated  the 
same  year  as  the  Con- 
trexeville Mfg.  Co., 
with  a  capitalization 
of  $100,000.  Mill  situ- 
ated about  a  mile  from 
the  Manville  railroad 
station,  in  a  very  at- 
tractive locality.  The 
mill  building  is  two 
stories  in  height,  built 
of  brick  and  modern  in 
every  respect,  and  its 
equipment  of  machin- 
ery is  the  latest.  Em- 
ploy 125  hands.  Offi- 
cers of  the  corpora- 
tion are:  Edwin  R. 
Handy,  President; 
Thomas  H.  Handy, 
Treasurer  and  Secre- 
tary. The  Power  for 
the  plant  is  supplied 
by  an  Armington  & 
Sims  engine  of  200-horse  power. 

Mead  Gas  Engine  Co.  —  Manufacturers  of  sta- 
tionary and  marine  gas  and  gasolene  engines. 
Business  incorporated  in  April,  1900.  Capital- 
ized for  $50,000.  Works  located  at  the  foot  of 
Norwood  avenue,  Edgewood,  Providence,  on 
Providence  river.  Officers:  Frank  S.  Mead, 
President  and  Treasurer;  A,  T.  Vigneron, 
Secretary. 

W.  H.  Mason.  —  Manufacturer  of  shoe  laces. 
Business  established  in  1892  as  Carpentev  & 
Mason,  later  as  W.  H.  Mason  &  Co.,  and  later 
the  business  was  carried  on  under  the  name  of 
William  H.  Mason.  Works  located  at  228 
Aborn  street.  Providence.    Employs  six  hands. 
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R.  I.  Elevator  and  Machine  Co.  —  Maniifac 
turers  of  steam,  hydraulic,  electric  and  belt  ele- 
vators, for  passenger  and  freight  service.  The 


Oswald  C.  Haley. 

company  also  do  repairing  of  engines,  elevators^ 
shafting,  machinery,  boilers,  pumps,  artesian 
wells,  etc.  Business  established  in  1899  by  Os- 
wald C.  Haley,  who  is  a  native  of  Hoosick,  N. 
Y.,  where  he  was  born  July  1 1,  1856.  The  busi- 
ness of  Oswald  C.  Haley  was  merged  into  the  R. 
I.  Elevator  and  Machine  Co.,  January  i,  1900, 
James  N.  Ramage  being  President  of  the  new 
company  and  Oswald  C.  Haley,  Treasurer  and 
Manager.  Arthur  E.  Handy  became  a  member  of 
the  firm  in  August,  1901,  who  is  a  native  of  Provi- 
dence, and  was  made  Secretary  of  the  company 
Works  located  at  35  Clifford  street.  Providence. 
The  plant  is  equipped  with  modern  machinery 
for  building  elevators  and  doing  all  kinds  of  re- 
pair work  in  the  most  approved  manner.  Mr. 
Haley,  the  general  manager  of  the  business,  is  a 
practical  machinist,  with  a  thorough  knowledge 
ot  elevator  manufacturing.  There  are  few 
manufacturing  plants  in  the  State  that  do  not 
require  some  kind  of  an  elevator,  either  for 
freight  or  passenger  service,  and  this  concern 
will  prove  of  great  advantage  because  of  the 
superiority  of  their  productions,  and  because  if 
anything  happens  in  the  way  of  a  break  down 


they  are  near  at  hand  to  make  the  necessary  re- 
pairs. This  new  plant  should  prove  one  of  the 
most  valuable  lines  of  business  in  the  city. 

Oakland  Worsted  Co. — Manufacturers  of  clay 
worsteds.  Business  established  in  1892,  and  in- 
corporated the  same  year.  Mill  located  in  Oak- 
land, R.  I.,  on  the  Clear  river,  at  a  point  where 
the  stream  is  enlarged  by  the  waters  of  the  Pas- 
coag,  Nipmuck  and  Chepachet  rivers,  thereby 
furnishing  through  two  turbines  about  80-horse 
power.  The  mill  is  also  equipped  with  a  Corliss 
engine  of  loo-horse  power.  Employ  about  130 
hands.  Officers:  Stephen  O.  Metcalf,  Treas- 
urer; William  H.  White,  Superintendent.  Mr. 
White  is  a  gentleman  of  extensive  experience  in 
the  manufacture  of  worsteds.  The  original  mill 
was  built  by  John  L.  Ross  in  1850,  the  dam  hav- 
ing been  built  by  him  in  1849.  Several  addi- 
tions were  built  from  time  to  time,  and  the  prop- 
erty was  first  operated  by  the  Woonsocket  De- 
laine Co.,  continuing  for  about  three  years, 
when  Mr.  Ross  carried  on  the  business  himself 
in  the  manufacture  of  cotton  yarns.  The  mill 
was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1882,  July  12,  but  was 
rebuilt  immediately  by  Mr.  Ross,  who  leased 
the  property  to  Bogart,  Harris  &  Co.,  which 
firm  manufactured  silk  yarns,  hosiery,  etc.,  do- 
ing a  thriving  business  for  about  six  years.  The 
present  company  purchased  the  property  in 
July,  1892. 

F.  A.  Colwell. — Manufacturer  of  paper  boxes. 
Business  established  in  1870  by  Palmer  Brown, 
and  purchased  by  Mr.  Colwell  about  1881. 
Works  located  at  139  Main  street,  Woon- 
socket. Employs  about  40  hands.  Fred  A. 
Colwell  is  a  native  of  Manville,  R.  I.,  where 
he  was  born  September  9,  1858.  He  com- 
pleted his  education  in  Mowry  &  Goff's 
school,  and  then  entered  the  employ  of  S. 
S.  Foss  as  bookkeeper  where  he  remained  for 
about  three  years,  and  then  served  in  the 
same  capacity  for  Fred  W.  Jenckes  in  the 
tailoring  business  for  two  years,  when  he 
resigned  to  begin  the  manufacture  of  paper 
boxes.  In  1894  he  bought  C.  C.  Wheelock's 
job  printing  establishment  which  he  now 
uses  as  an  adjunct  to  his  paper  box  business. 
Mr.  Colwell  has  shown  much  enterprise  in  the 
management  of  his  business.  He  has  not  de- 
pended upon  local  trade  wholly,  but  he  has  de- 
veloped a  business  that  gives  him  a  wide  field 
to  work  in  throughout  the  State  and  elsewhere. 
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E.  B.  Bosworth  &  Son. — Manufacturers  of 
presses,  milling  lathes  for  jewelry  manufacturers 
and  other  machinery.  Business  established  by  E. 


Edmund  B.  Bosworth. 


B.  Bosworth  in  January,  1886.  Works  located 
on  Broad  street,  corner  Main,  in  Warren 
R.  I.  Employ  6  hands.  Edmund  B.  Bosworth, 
the  founder  of  the  business  was  born  in  Warren, 
R.  I.,  December  g,  1844.  He  learned  the  trade 
of  a  machinist  in  his  father's  machine  shop 
and  brass  foundry,  growing  up  in  the  business 
from  a  boy.  He  was  employed  in  Providence 
for  the  concern  that  is  now  the  Household  Sew- 
ing Machine  Co.,  from  1875  to  1882.  He  then 
went  to  work  in  Bliss  &  Mason's  jewelry  shop 
at  119  Orange  street,  Providence,  as  a  tool 
maker,  where  he  remained  until  1886,  when  he 
returned  to  Warren  and  began  the  manufacture 
of  small  lathes  of  his  own  invention,  specially 
adapted  to  the  jewelry  manufacturing  business. 
In  1 891  a  firm  was  organized,  consisting  of 
residents  of  the  town  of  Warren,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  manufacturing  dental  mallets,  which 
business  was  continued  about  six  years.  Mr. 
Bosworth  then  began  again  on  his  own  account, 
since  which  time  he  has  done  an  extensive  busi- 
ness in  the  line  of  machinery  that  he  turns  out. 
In  1898  Mr.  Bosworth  took  his  son  in  as  a  part- 
ner in  the  business.  Charles  E.  Bosworth  was 
born  in  Warren,  R.  I.,  May  6,  1875.    He  gradu- 


ated from  Brown  University  in  1898,  and  the 
same  year  became  a  partner  with  his  father,  the 
firm  name  then  being  established  as  E.  B.  Bos- 
worth &  Son. 

Richmond  Mfg.  Co.,  (Namquit  Mill.)~Manu- 
facturers  of  cotton  goods  for  print  cloths. 
Business  established  about  1840.  Incorporated 
in  January,  1865.  Officers:  G.  Richmond  Par- 
sons, President  ;  Frank  E.  Richmond,  Treas- 
urer ;  Samuel  R.  Dorrance,  Secretary.  Factory 
located  in  Bristol,  R.  I.  Employ  about  130 
hands;  306  looms,  10,816  spindles.  The  fac- 
tory is  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  State  now  in 
operation. 

Simson  &  Kirkaldy. — Manufacturers  of  wor- 
steds and  woolens  for  men's  wear.  Business 
established  in  1899  by  John  Simson  in  the 
building  now  occupied  by  the  Woonsocket 
Electric  Machine  and  Power  Co.,  Woonsocket, 
R.  I.  The  present  factory  was  erected  in 
Woonsocket,  in  1896,  when  the  machinery  was 
removed  from  the  old  plant  and  some  new  ma- 
chinery was  added.  Employ  about  175  hands. 
The  factory  contains  about  30,000  square  feet 
of  floor  space.  A  Corliss  steam  engine  of  125 
horse  power  supplies  the  power  for  the  factory,. 


Charles  E.  Bosworth. 


and  operates  their  own  electric  lighting  plant. 
John  Simpson  and  James  B.  Kirkaldy  are  both 
natives  of  Scotland. 
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Littlefield  Manufacturing  Co. — Manufacturers 
of  cotton  yarns  and  thread.  Business  estab- 
lished by  Littlefield  Bros,  in  185 1.  Incorpor- 
ated in  1889.  Capitalized  for  ^1  50,000.  Works 
located  on  the  west  bank  of  Blackstone  river,  be- 
tween the  upper  and  lower  dams,  at  Pawtucket 
Falls.  Employ  125  hands.  Officers:  Alfred 
H.  Littlefield,  President;  Eben  N.  Littlefield, 
Treasurer. 

Alfred  H.  Littlefield,  one  of  the  founders  of 
and  the  former  president  of  the  Littlefield 
Man  uf  actur  ing 
Company,  and 
Governor  of  the 
State  of  Rhode 
Island  for  three 
years,  from  1880 
to  1883,  was  born 
in  Scituate,  April 
2,  1829.  He  was 
the  son  of  John 
and  Deborah 
(Himes)  Little- 
field, and  his  an- 
cestors, Caleb  and 
Nathaniel  Little- 
field, were  among 
the  first  settlers  of 
New  Shoreham, 
Block  Island,  in 
1721.  In  1831  his 
parents  moved 
from  Scituate  to 
Natick  and  here  he 
attended  the  vil- 
lage school  until 
the  spring  of  1837, 
after  which  he 
found  employment 
in  the  Sprague 
Mills  until  the  fall 
of  1844,  when  he  again  attended  the  village 
school  for  six  months,  and  in  May,  1845,  came 
to  Central  P^alls,  entering  the  store  of  Joseph 
M.  Davis  as  a  clerk.  In  addition  to  the  dry 
goods  and  boot  and  shoe  business  carried  on  by 
Mr.  Davis,  he  put  up  in  a  small  way  spool  and 
skein  sewing  cotton.  Mr.  Davis  sold  out  the 
business  to  George  L.  Littlefield  and  Elias 
Nickerson  in  1846  or  '47,  and  in  1849  the  busi- 
ness was  transferred  to  George  L.  Littlefield, 
Alfred  continuing  as  clerk  until  185 1,  when  his 


Alfred  H.  Littlefield,  Ex-Governor  of  Rhode  Island. 


brother  sold  out  the  store  business  at  Central 
Flails,  and  the  firm  of  Littlefield  Brothers  was 
formed,  which  continued  the  thread  business, 
with  stores  at  Haydenville,  Mass.,  where  an- 
other brother,  Daniel  G.,  had  charge,  and  in  the 
John  B.  Reed  Block  on  Main  street,  in  Paw- 
tucket, where  A.  H.  was  in  charge  until  Decem- 
ber, 1854,  when  the  store  business  was  sold  out, 
and  George  L.  and  A.  H.  became  associated 
with  David  Ryder,  under  the  name  of  David 
Ryder  &  Co.,  manufacturers  of  threads  and 

yarns.  Mr.  Ryder's 
interest  was  pur- 
chased, and  from 
January,  1858  to 
July  I  St,  1889,  the 
business  was  car- 
ried on  by  George 
L.  and  A.  H.  Lit- 
tlefield, under  the 
name  of  Littlefield 
Bros.,  when  George 
L.  retired,  and  an 
incorporated  com- 
pany was  formed 
of  which  Alfred  H. 
Littlefield  was 
President;  Eben 
N.  Littlefield, 
Treasurer,  and  A. 
H.  Littlefield,  Jr., 
Secretary. 

In  politics  Mr. 
Littlefield  was  a 
Whig  until  the 
birth  of  the  Repub- 
lican party.  During 
the  rebellion  he 
actively  aided  the 
Union  soldiers,  and 
in  1864  was  ap- 
of   Rhode  Island 


pointed  division  inspector 
Militia,  with  the  rank  of  Colonel,  on  the  staff 
of  Gen.  Olney  Arnold,  which  office  he  held  for 
five  years.  In  1873  he  was  a  member  of  the 
town  council  of  Lincoln,  being  re-elected  from 
1874  to  1877,  when  he  declined  a  re-election. 
He  was  representative  in  the  General  Assembly 
in  1876  and  '77.  and  senator  in  1878  and  '79.  In 
1880  he  was  nominated  for  governor,  and  re- 
ceived 10,988  votes  against  7,239  for  the  Demo- 
cratic and  5,062  for  the  third  party  candidate. 
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It  requiring  a  majority  to  elect,  the  General 
Assembly  chose  Mr.  Littlefield  Governor  by  a 
vote  of  82  Republicans  to  20  Democrats,  and 
the  two  following  years  he  was  re-elected  by  a 
handsome  majority.  During  this  service  the 
same  ability  and  uprightness  that  had  charac- 
terized his  business  dealings  was  conspicuously 
manifest  as  Governor  of  the  State.  His  good 
judgment  and  sagacity  contributed  to  the 
highest  welfare  of  his  constituency;  and  as  pre- 
siding officer  of  the  Senate  he  displayed  a  rare 
courtesy  and  wisdom,  coupled  with  a  becoming 
modesty,  that  won  for  him  hosts  of  friends,  and 
made  him  one  of  the  most  respected  and  hon. 
ored  of  governors.  His  death  occurred  Dec.  21, 
1893.  Mr.  Littlefield  married,  February  9, 
1853,  Rebecca  Jane  Northrup,  of  Central  Falls. 
Their  children  are  Eben  N.,  Minnie  J., 
(deceased),  George  H.,  (deceased),  and  Alfred 
H.,  Jr. 

E.  B.  Ingraham,  Agent.  —  Manufacturer  of 
button  and  stud  backs  for  the  trade,  and 
specialties  in  jewelry  for  the  jobbing  trade. 
Solid  gold,  rolled  plate,  electro-plate,  etc.  Busi- 
ness established  in  iSgi  by  Eustis  B.  Ingra- 
ham, Agent.  Works  located  at  21  Eddy  street, 
Providence.  Mr.  Ingraham  is  a  native  of  Attle- 
boro,  Mass.,  and  came  to  Providence  and 
worked  for  a  number  of  concerns  before  begin- 
ning business  on  his  own  account. 

Warren  Manufacturing  Co.  —  Manufacturers 
of  cotton  goods  in  the  line  of  sateens,  twills, 
lawns  and  "  Fancies,"  made  from  fine  combed 
and  carded  yarns  and  silk.  Mill  located  in 
Warren,  R.  I.  This  corporation  carries  a  his- 
tory of  more  than  half  a  century,  and  its  growth 
and  success  confirms  the  wisdom,  judgment  and 
skill  of  those  who  early  conceived,  planned  and 
put  in  operation  the  original  enterprise,  and 
have  wisely  guided  and  directed  its  management 
during  these  years,  making  possible  its  rapid 
increase  from  a  small  mill  of  about  12,000 
spindles  in  1847  to  the  modern  and  ideal  plant 
of  100,000  spindles  and  2,300  looms  in  1901. 
The  business  was  established  through  the  en- 
terprise of  Mr.  John  O.  Waterman,  July  6,  1847, 
who  was  then  a  citizen  of  Providence.  He 
early  identified  himself  with  the  town  of  War- 
ren, became  actively  related  to  its  every  inter- 
est and  was  honored  by  its  citizens  with  many 
appointments  to  positions  of  influence  and  trust. 
It  had  the  support  and  co-operation  of  the  citi- 
zens of  the  town,  who  invested  in  it,  and,  in  a 


degree,  aided  in  the  direction  of  its  affairs. 
The  first  mill  which  was  known  as  No.  i,  was 
built  of  brick  in  1847,  and  about  1861  the  No.  2 
mill  was  erected,  and  in  1872  the  No.  3  mill  was 
built,  all  three  structures  being  joined  together 
in  one  mill  soon  after.  The  year  following  the 
completion  of  the  No.  3  mill,  in  1881,  Mr. 
Waterman  died,  and  he  was  succeeded  by  his 
son,  Mr,  John  Waterman,  as  Treasurer  and 
General  Manager  of  the  business.  The  com- 
pany received  their  charter  at  the  spring  ses- 
sion of  the  Rhode  Island  Legislature  in  1847, 
the  capital  of  the  corporation  being  $150,000. 
In  March,  1854,  this  was  increased  to  $175,000, 
and  in  i860  the  capital  was  raised  to  $300,000, 
and  later  it  was  increased  to  $600,000,  the  pres- 
ent capitalization.  Mr.  John  Waterman  for 
more  than  twenty  years  successfully  managed 
the  business  of  the  corporation.  During  his 
administration  the  early  mills,  in  a  reconstructed 
form,  were  entirely  destroyed  by  fire  on  the 
night  of  October  3,  1895.  Above  this  reversal 
the  will  and  enterprise  of  Mr.  Waterman  was 
early  manifested,  and  prevailed  in  the  re-estab- 
lishment of  the  plant,  and  in  its  present  en- 
larged proportions  and  improved  equipment. 
The  same  masterly  genius  and  ability  started 
and  successfully  operated  the  mills  and  during 
the  subsequent  years,  some  of  them  years  of 
depression,  built  for  it  the  reputation  of  one  of 
the  most  successful  corporations  in  the  State. 
Mr.  Waterman  died  very  suddenly  December  21, 
1900,  stricken  in  the  very  prime  of  his  life,  and 
in  the  strength  and  power  of  his  usefulness. 
He  was  influential  in  town  affairs,  being  at  one 
time  a  member  of  the  town  council,  and  a  mem-^ 
ber  of  committees  having  charge  of  town  im- ' 
provements,  which  included  the  Town  Hall,  the 
Public  Library,  the  new  bridge  that  spans  the 
Warren  river,  and  other  improvements.  Dur- 
ing 12  years  of  Mr.  Waterman's  administration 
he  had  associated  with  him  in  the  superinten- 
dency  and  management  of  the  mill,  Mr.  Arnold 
Schaer,  and  in  the  successes  of  the  mill  he 
shared  mutually  with  Mr.  Waterman.  Mr. 
Schaer's  skill  and  ability  was  ever  fully  recog- 
nized by  the  administration  of  Mr.  Waterman 
and  by  the  directory  as  well.  He  is  a  man  of 
broad  knowledge  and  excellent  executive  ability. 
Mr.  Schaer  is  a  native  of  Switzerland  where  he 
was  born  in  1852.  He  received  a  thorough 
technical  education  in  the  mills  of  his  native 
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country  and  in  the  wider  fields  of  France  and 
Fngland.  Upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Waterman 
he  was  elected  to  the  agency  of  the  corporation, 
thus  securing  to  the  company  the  most  thorough 
direction  and  management  of  the  mill,  together 
with  the  excellent  mercantile  ability  of  Mr. 
Schaer  in  the  broader  field  of  purchaser  for  the 
company  and  seller  of  the  mill  products.  The 
wisdom  of  this  has  been  evinced  in  the  con- 
tinued and  increasing  success  of  the  mill. 
Frank  S.  Drowne,  the  Treasurer  of  the  corpor- 
ation, is  a  native  of  Warren,  where  he  was  born 
November  5,  1842.  He  was  elected  to  the 
office  January  19,  1901,  about  one  month  after 
the  death  of  Mr.  Waterman.  He  had  served  on 
the  board  of  directors  for  a  number  of  years. 


antee  that  the  business  of  the  Warren  Manufac- 
turing Co.  will  be  kept  up  to  the  same  high 
standard  that  was  set  in  the  beginning,  and  has 
been  maintained  by  its  managers  in  the  past. 
The  first  president  of  the  corporation  was  John 
R.  Wheaton,  who  was  elected  to  that  office  July 
9,  1847.  He  was  succeeded  by  his  brother, 
George  Wheaton,  and  he  in  turn  was  succeeded 
by  Gen.  William  T.  Barton,  who  was  elected 
president  m  1887,  and  still  holds  that  office. 
The  first  clerk  elected  was  William  T.  Wheaton 
which  occurred  at  the  same  time  of  the  election 
of  the  first  president  of  the  corporation  The 
present  clerk  or  secretary  is  Frank  H.  Champ- 
lin,  who  is  a  native  of  Warren,  educated  at  its 
institutions,  and  has  filled  and  now  holds  posi- 


Warren  Manufacturing 

He  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Warren  and  after  leaving  the  high  school  he 
was  identified  with  the  American  File  Co.,  of 
Pawtucket,  until  that  concern  gave  up  business 
and  their  works  became  a  part  of  the  plant  of  the 
Slater  Cotton  Co.  He  entered  the  employ  of  the 
new  corporation,  and  served  in  the  capacity  of 
bookkeeper  for  about  two  years,  when  he  was 
called  to  the  superintendency  of  the  mill,  in 
which  capacity  he  served  fourteen  years,  and 
then  he  was  elected  treasurer,  which  position 
he  held  for  about  four  years,  or  until  he  was 
elected  the  treasurer  of  the  River  Spinning  Co. 
of  Woonsocket,  in  1891,  a  position  which  he 
still  holds.  Mr.  Drowne's  long  and  successful 
experience  in  the  textile  businesss  is  a  guar- 


Co.  Mill,  Warren,  R.  I. 

tions  of  honor,  the  gift  of   his  townspeople 
Board  of  Directors:  W.  T.  Barton,  Geo.  Welch^ 
Chas.  H.  Child,  F.  S.  Drowne,  Arnold  Schaer 
and  Edwin  A.  Cady. 

Power  for  the  mill  is  supplied  by  an  A.  P. 
Allis  Co.  engine  of  2,000  horse-power,  and  by 
several  Heine  boilers,  aggregating  3,000  horse- 
power, and  the  company  have  their  own  electric 
lighting  plant.  A  new  addition  has  been  built 
this  year,  on  the  north  end  of  the  mill,  the  same 
heighth  of  the  original  structure  which  gives  it 
the  appearance  as  shown  in  the  accompanying 
cut.  The  addition,  while  in  a  measure  increas- 
ing the  capacity  of  the  mill,  has  as  its  chief  aim 
the  perfection  of  its  product,  putting  it  in  the 
very  foremost  rank  as  to  character  and  quality. 
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WARREN,  RHODE  ISLAND. 

The  town  of  Warren,  R.  I.,  which  promises 
to  be  one  of  our  leading  manufacturing  centres, 
began  to  build  ships  and   manufacture  rope 
some  time  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  War,  and 
these  were  the  first  in  the  line  of  manufactures 
that  the  town  records,  although  like  the  adjoin- 
ing town  of  Bristol,  she  had  her  tide  and  wind 
grist  mills  in  operation,  which  served  the  people 
of  the  place  for  many  years,  most  of  them  being 
farmers,  and  the  grinding  of  corn  was  one  of 
the  principal  industries  of  this  and  all  of  the 
other  Rhode  Island  towns  during   the  early 
period  of  their  existence.    In  1764  Sylvester 
Child  was  the  owner  of  a  shipyard  here,  and  he 
carried  on  quite  an  extensive  ship-building  busi- 
ness.   Cromwell  Child  began  the  ship-building 
business  at  about  the  same 
period,  and  along  about  1795 
he  evidently  took  Caleb  Child 
into   partnership,    for  they 
were  the  owners  of  a  ship- 
yard at  that  time,  and  were 
building   vessels   of  various 
kinds.    In  1812,  and  for  some 
years  after,  Caleb  Child  was 
carrying    on     the  business 
alone,  and  was  building  many 
ships.  In  1795  Charles  Whea- 
ton  was  operating  a  rope  walk, 
and   manufactured    "  cables 
and  cordage  of  all  sizes,  and 
sewing  twine."    William  Bar- 
ton and  John  Hill  in  1800  were  operating  a  rope 
walk  in  the  town.    In  1819  the  town  had  two 
distilleries  in  full  operation,  one  turning  out  gin 
and  the  other  New   England   rum.  Thomas 
Foster  was  the  owner  of  a  shipyard  in  1853. 
The  firm  of  Chase  &  Davis  probably  built  the 
greatest  number  of  vessels  in  a  given  time  of 
any  of  the  ship  building  concerns  of  Warren. 
They  launched  more  than  fifty  vessels  from 
1840  to  1865,  the  largest  of  which  was  1500  tons 
burden.    The  boats  built  in  Warren  were  con- 
sidered as  substantial  as  any  built  in  the  United 
States.    Following  these  industries  came  the 
Warren  Mfg.  Co.  which  has  been  for  many 
years  and  is  still  looked  upon  as  the  principal 
manufacturing  industry  of  the  town.    When  the 
mill  was  destroyed  by  fire  a  few  years  ago  it 
was  a  great  loss  to  the  place,  for  it  was  a  num- 
(14) 


ber  of  months  before  the  new  mill  was  completed 
upon  the  same  site,  and  the  loss  of  so  great  an 
income  to  the  people  of  the  village  for  so  long  a 
time  was  a  serious  setback  to  the  town.  But 
the  new  mill  now  employs  upwards  of  300  work- 
men, and  is  one  of  the  most  progressive  manu- 
facturing concerns  in  the  State.  Since  the 
building  of  the  new  mill  the  town  has  begun  to 
grow  extensively  in  the  manufacturing  line. 
The  Cutler  Mfg.  Co.  has  been  in  existence  here 
for  some  forty  years  or  more,  and  has  always 
been  a  substantial  help  to  the  place,  but  the 
new  concerns  that  have  begun  business  here 
within  the  past  few  years  have  given  the  town 
an  opportunity  to  take  long  strides  to  the  front, 
which  include  the  Rusden  Machine  Co.,  in  the 
manufacture  of  dyeing  and  bleaching  machinery 
together  with  ship  windlasses,  etc.,  the  Parker 
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Front  of  the  Cutler  Mfg.  Co.  Plant,  Warren,  R.  I. 

Mills,  No.  2,  in  the  manufacture  of  cotton  goods, 
one  of  the  largest  mills  in  this  section  of  the 
State,  the  Howland  &  Wheaton  Company' 
in  the  manufacture  of  cotton  handkerchiefs, 
the  Bosworth  Foundry  on  Cutler  street,  and 
the  Machine  Shop  of  E.  B.  Bosworth  &  Son. 
These  combine  to  place  the  town  of  Warren  in 
a  position  where  she  can  bid  for  other  indus- 
tries, because  she  has  machine  shops  and  foun- 
dries to  do  the  work  that  is  required  by  textile 
concerns  in  the  line  of  repairs,  castings,  etc., 
and  she  has  a  water  frontage  that  will  enable 
her  to  re-establish  the  abandoned  ship-building 
business  by  erecting  shipyards  on  the  harbor. 

Cutler  Manufacturing  Co. — Manufacturers  of 
cotton  hosiery  yarns.  Business  established  by 
Charles  R.  Cutler  in  1858.  Incorporated  in 
1869.    Capitalized  for  ^200,000.    Mills  located 
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in  Warren,  R.  I.  I<>mploy  120  hands.  Officers: 
Richard  A.  Lewis,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Presi- 
dent ;  Frank  Hail  Brown,  of  Providence,  Treas- 
urer ;  Luther  Cole,  of  Warren,  Secretary. 
Charles  A.  Cutler,  the  founder  of  the  business, 


W.  S.  Bosworth  Foundry,  Warren,  R.  I. 


was  born  in  Ballston,  N.  Y.,  December  10, 
1822,  and  died  in  March,  1889.  After  complet- 
ing his  education,  he  located  in  Warren,  R.  L, 
in  1839,  following  the  life  of  a  seafaring  man 
for  about  nineteen  years,  twelve  years  of  which 
he  was  master  of  the  ship  in  which  he  sailed 
twice  around  the  world,  and  cruised  in  nearly 
all  of  the  waters  of  the  globe,  doing  a  very  suc- 
cessful business.  He  gave  up  this  occupation 
in  1858,  and  that  year  erected  a  mill  in  Warren 
for  the  manufacture  of  cotton  cordage,  which 
was  known  as  the  Cutler  Cordage  Mills.  This 
was  carried  on  until  the  opening  of  the  Civil 
War  in  1861,  when  this  establishment  began 
the  manufacture  of  cotton  yarns,  there  being  a 
great  demand  at  that  time  for  cotton  goods. 
George  Hail  became  associated  with  Mr.  Cutler 
in  1869,  and  soon  after  a  stock  company  was  or- 
ganized and  incorporated  under  the  name  of  the 
Cutler  Manufacturing  Co.,  Mr.  Cutler  being 
elected  Treasurer  and  Agent,  in  which  capacity 
he  served  for  many  years.  There  are  three 
mill  buildings,  located  on  Cutler  street,  east  of 
the  tracks  of  the  Providence  and  Bristol  Branch 
of  the  N.  Y.,  N.  H.  and  Hartford  Railroad. 
Mr.  Cutler  was  elected  Lieut.  Governor  of 
Rhode  Island  in  1872,  serving  one  term.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Warren  Town  Council  for 
a  number  of  years,  part  of  the  time  President  of 
that  body,  and  was  one  of  the  most  prominent 
and  influential  men  of  the  town. 


W.  S.  Bosworth. — Iron  Founder.  Machinery 
castings  of  all  kinds.  Business  established  in 
November,  1900.  Originally  began  the  foun- 
dry business  in  1892  in  the  building  formerly 
occupied  as  a  machine  shop  and  brass  foundry 
by  his  father,  on  the  old  homestead  estate,  about 
two  miles  out  of  the  village,  which  was  des- 
troyed by  fire  in  August,  1892.  The  present 
foundry  is  located  on  Cutler  street,  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Warren,  R.  I.,  where  about  17  work- 
men are  employed.  W^alter  S.  Bosworth,  the 
proprietor  of  the  business,  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Warren,  R.  I.,  January  10,  1851.  He  learned 
the  trade  of  a  machinist  and  brass  molder  in  his 
father's  shop,  and  after  completing  his  trade  he 
afterward  worked  as  a  journeyman  for  the  Provi- 
dence Tool  Co.,  of  Providence,  now  the  House- 
hold Sewing  Machine  Co.  After  leaving  this 
place  he  worked  in  James  Brown's  machine 
shop  of  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  where  he  remained 
about  four  years.  He  then  went  back  to  his 
native  town  to  work  for  the  Warren  Machine 
Co.,  and  after  about  a  year  and  a  half  the  plant 
was  destroyed  by  fire,  and  he  then  began  the 
manufacture  of  wrought  iron  hardware  for  the 
Boston  market,  which  he  followed  until  he  went 
into  the  foundry  business  in  1892.  The  cast- 
ings made  by  Mr.  Bosworth  are  said  to  be  as 
perfect  as  any  made  in  the  State. 

Parker  Mills,  No.  2. — Manufacturers  of  fine 
cotton  goods.    Mill  located  in  Warren,  R.  I., 


Parker  Mills,  No.  2,  Warren,  R.  I. 

which  was  built  in  1899,  by  the  Parker  Mills 
corporation  of  P^all  River,  Mass.,  which  was 
incorporated  in  1895,  with  a  capitalization  of 
$800,000.  Their  P'all  River  mill  was  erected  in 
1896,  and  contains  48,968  spindles,  and  their 
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Warren  mill  contains  41,344  spindles,  400  hands 
being  employed  in  their  Rhode  Island  mill. 
Officers:  Leontine  Lincoln,  President;  Seth 
A.  Borden,  Treasurer.  Mill  run  entirely  by  a 
steam  plant.  A  modern  mill  in  every  respect, 
and  a  great  help  to  the  town  of  Warren. 

Howland  &  Wheaton  Co.— Manufacturers  of 
cotton  handkerchiefs.  Business  established  and 
incorporated  in  1898.  Capitalized  for  $10,000. 
Factory  located  corner  Main  and  Broad  streets, 
Warren,  R.I.  Employ  50  hands.  Officers:  Albert 
L.  Calder,  2d,  President;  Henry  P.  Howland, 
Treasurer  and  Manager.  Mr.  Howland  was  at  the 
R.  I.  Bleach  &  Dye  Works,  Providence,  R.  I.,  for 
about  eleven  years  before  beginning  the  manu- 
facture of  handkerchiefs.  The  factory  is  equipped 
with  modern  machinery,  and  their  production  is 


C.  E.  &  F.  E.  Sullaway.— Manufacturers  of 
all  kinds  of  button  findings,  including  seamless 
balls  of  all  shapes,  levers,  etc.  Also  manu- 
facture collar  buttons  in  rolled  gold  and  electro 
plate.  Business  established  in  i8g8  as  Colvin 
&  Sullaway,  and  in  iSgg  F.  E.  Sullaway  became 
a  partner  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Colvin,  when  the 
firm  name  was  changed  to  C.  E.  &  F.  E.  Sull- 
away. F.  E.  Sullaway  died  in  November,  igoo, 
and  Charles  E.  Sullaway  became  the  sole  pro- 
prietor. He  is  a  native  of  Providence,  where  he 
was  born  January  24,  1854.  He  learned  the 
jewelry  findings  business  of  the  George  H.  Ful- 
ler &  Son  Co.  of  Pawtucket,  where  he  worked 
for  twenty-three  years.  He  then  became  fore- 
man for  D.  A.  White  &  Co.,  of  Attleboro,  Mass., 
where  he  remained  for  two  years  and  then  be- 


Plant  of  the  Howland  &  Wheaton  Co.,  Warren,  R.  I. 


as  fine  a  line  of  goods  as  are  produced  in  New 
England.  A  part  of  the  factory  was  built  some 
fifty  years  ago,  and  was  used  as  a  jewelry  manu- 
factory for  a  few  years,  the  name  of  the  firm  be- 
ing Smith,  Dean  &  Eddy,  Along  about  1880 
the  factory  was  enlarged  and  occupied  by  the 
Inman  Mfg.  Co.,  manufacturers  of  shoe  strings. 
The  Howland  &  Wheaton  Co.  purchased  the 
factory  in  i8g8  and  established  their  present 
business.  Messrs.  Howland  &.  Wheaton  are 
young  men  of  marked  business  ability,  and  their 
management  of  the  affairs  of  the  corporation 
has  made  the  business  a  great  credit  to  the  town 
of  Warren.  The  factory  is  supplied  with  power 
by  a  complete  modern  steam  plant.  A  part  of 
the  lower  floor  is  leased  for  a  machine  shop  and 
printing  office. 


gan  business  in  Providence  on  his  own  account",- 
His  present  plant  is  located  at  1 57  Orange  street. 
Providence. 

William  H.  Sheldon  Estate.  —  Manufacturer 
of  wooden  boxes  and  builders'  materials.  Works 
located  in  Pascoag,  R.  I.  One  of  the  most  ex- 
tensive wood  working  shops  and  planing  mills 
in  the  State.  The  business  has  been  under  the 
management  of  Mr.  Manning  Wood  since  the 
death  of  Mr.  Sheldon. 

American  Pickling  Co.  —  Manufacturers  of 
pickles,  ketchup,  mustards,  etc.  Business  estab- 
lished by  John  B.  Trottier  and  Stanislaus  Four- 
nier.  Office  and  packing  rooms  12  to  22  Lons- 
dale avenue.  Providence.  Mill  at  12  Beverly 
street.  Also  carry  on  the  baking  business  at 
4  Dike  street. 
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J.  W.  Grant  Chain  Co.  —  Manufacturers  of 
rolled  gold  chains,  and  sterling  silver  bracelets 
and  ladies'  chain.  Business  established  in  July, 
1872,  by  J.  W.  Grant  &  Co.  Works  located  at 
25  Calender  street.  Providence.  Incorporated 
in  May,  1900.  Capitalized  for  ^10,000.  Officers  : 
Joseph  W.  (irant,  Treasurer ;  Everett  Cross- 
man,  Secretary.  Joseph  W.  Grant,  who  estab- 
lished the  business,  is  one  of  the  veteran  jewelry 
manufacturers  of  the  city  of  Providence.  He 
was  born  in  Cumberland,  R.  I.,  August  10,  1833. 
He  began  the  trade  that  he  has  followed  through 
life  in  1855.  He  first  went  to  work  for  J.  H. 
Sturdy  &  Co.,  of 
Wrentham,  Mass., 
where  he  remained 
about  three  years. 
He  then  was  em- 
ployed by  Paul  & 
Fairbanks,  jewelry 
manufacturers  of 
Newburyport,  Mass., 
where  he  remained 
one  year;  then  located 
in  Central  Falls,  R. 
I.,  in  the  employ  of 
Thurber  &  Moies  for 
a  few  months.  This 
was  in  1862.  He  left 
the  jewelry  business 
and  enlisted  in  the 
I2th  Rhode  Island 
Regiment,  serving  at 
the  front  ten  months. 
Returning  home  he 
was  employed  by  H. 
F.  Barrows  &  Co.,  of 
North  Attleboro,  and 
later  by  Robinson  & 
Co.,  of  South  Attleboro,  Mass.,  where  he  re- 
mained two  years.  He  next  served  two  years 
with  the  Whiting  Mfg.  Co.,  of  North  Attleboro, 
and  with  H.  F.  Barrows  &  Co.  again  for  three 
years.  He  then  was  employed  for  a  few  months 
by  Draper,  Pate  &  Bailey,  of  North  Attleboro, 
after  which  he  located  in  Providence,  where  he 
worked  for  A.  O.  Baker  and  Payton  &  Hawkins 
for  about  two  years,  which  brought  his  working 
career  up  to  1872,  when  he  concluded  he  would 
manufacture  on  his  own  account,  and  the  firm  of 
J.  W.  Grant  &  Co.  was  organized  and  carried 
along  under  that  name  until  the  incorporation  of 
the  business  in  1900  as  the  J.  W.  Grant  Chain  Co. 


Joseph  W.  Grant. 


E.  S.  McLaughlin  &  Co. — Manufacturers  of 
a  general  line  of  electro-plated  jewelry.  Busi- 
ness established  in  1889  in  the  city  of  Pawtucket, 
and  after  carrying  on  the  business  there  for  a 
few  years  they  moved  their  plant  to  Providence, 
locating  on  Stewart  street,  but  soon  after  moved 
to  the  present  location  at  157  Orange  street. 
Employ  about  50  hands.  Edward  S.  McLaugh- 
lin, General  Manager. 

Hamilton  &  Hamilton,  Jr.- — Manufacturers  of 
a  great  variety  of  gold  filled  chains,  sterling 
silver  goods,  etc.  Business  established  in  1871 
by  R.  S.  Hamilton,  Ralph  S.  Hamilton  and 

George  C.  Hunt.  Em- 
ploy about  175  hands. 
Works  located  at  7 
Eddy  street.  Provi- 
dence. 

American  Ball  Co. 

—  Manufacturers  of 
steel  balls  for  ball 
bearings.  Business 
actively  established 
in  1901.  Incorporat- 
ed in  1900.  Works 
located  at  the  corner 
of  Eagle  street  and 
Kinsley  avenue. 
Providence.  Officers: 
W.  Penn  Mather, 
of  the  Queen  Dyeing 
Co.,  President;  W. 
S.  Friedlander,  Vice- 
President;  William 
T.  Eyer,  Treas- 
urer  and  Secre- 
tary.  About  60  hands 
are  now  employed 
by  the  company. 
Combination  Overall  and  Garment  Co.  —  Man- 
ufacturers of  patent  overalls,  cycle  suits, 
pajamas,  etc.  Business  established  in  1901  by 
J.  M.  Welch  and  M.  N.  Cartier.  Incorporated 
in  i9or.  Capitalized  for  1^25,000.  Employ  25 
hands.  Works  located  at  223  Harrison  street, 
Providence.  Officers:  John  M.  Welch,  Presi- , 
dent;  M.  N.  Cartier,  Treasurer. 

Welch  &  Co.— Manufacturers  of  lace  and  knit 
curtains,  art  goods,  and  dry  goods  specialties. 
Business  established  in  1898  by  J.  M.  Welch. 
Incorporated  in  1899.  Capitalized  for  ^50,000. 
P^mploy  50  hands.  Works  located  at  223  Harri- 
son street,  Providence.  John  M.  Welch,  President. 
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BRISTOL,  RHODE  ISLAND. 


Outside  of  its  ship  building  interests,  cotton 
goods  and  rubber  productions  of  recent  years, 
the  town  of  Bristol  has  not  been  known  as  much 
of  a  manufacturing  centre.  The  town  has,  how- 
ever, had  its  share  of  work  in  helping  to  make 
up  a  creditable  manufacturing  record  for  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island.  Like  nearly  all  of  the 
other  Rhode  Island  towns,  Bristol  began  with 
her  grist  mills,  and  for  want  of  water  power, 
she  made  use  of  the  strong  breezes  that  came 
hurrying  over  Mt.  Hope  Bay  from  old  Ocean, 
by  numerous  wind  mills  that  were  erected  in 
different  parts  of  the  town,  the  first  of  which 
appears  to  have  been  built  about  1680  by  Major 
John  Walley.    In   1707  or  1709  Col.  Byfield 


when  Bourne  &  Wardwell  built  the  fourth  one 
where  the  Namquit  Mill  now  stands.  At  one 
time  there  were  five  distilleries  in  Bristol  turn- 
ing molasses  into  rum,  which  was  shipped  to 
Africa,  and  which  tradition  says  was  used  to 
pay  for  slaves  which  were  brought  over  to  Cuba 
and  sold  in  the  Southern  States.  For  many 
years  this  was  one  of  the  most  important  indus- 
tries of  the  town.  There  were  tanneries  located 
in  the  town,  which  did  quite  a  large  business.  One 
was  located  on  Tanyard  Lane,  now  Woodland 
avenue,  and  another  on  the  water  front  on  the 
site  now  occupied  by  the  Herreshoff  Mfg.  Co. 
Philo  V.  Cady  and  James  Stetson  manufactured 
cigars  in  the  town  for  a  number  of  years.  Oil 
works  for  the  refining  of  whale  oil  existed  here 
in  1830  and  for  many  years  afterwards,  where 


Water  Front  and  Harbor,  Bristol,  R.  I. 


built  a  grist  mill,  which  was  a  tide-mill  on  the 
Papoosesquaw  Road.  Wind  mills  have  been 
made  use  of  in  grinding  Bristol  corn  from  that 
time  on  until  as  late  as  1850,  Thomas  Lindsay 
being  the  last  owner  of  such  a  mill,  which  was 
situated  on  Fort  Hill,  about  a  half  mile  from 
the  centre  of  the  present  village  of  Bristol. 
Along  about  1740  rope  walks  began  to  be  estab- 
lished here,  the  first  walk  being  the  public 
street.  In  1747  Peck  &  Potter  were  the  owners 
of  a  large  rope  walk,  but  Tilley's  walk  on  Wood 
street  was  the  largest  of  all,  employing  some 
seventy  hands.  Samuel  Sparks  was  the  owner 
of  the  last  rope  walk,  which  was  located  on 
Constitution  street.  Some  time  prior  to  the 
beginning  of  the  rope  manufacture,  a  distillery 
had  been  erected  in  the  town,  and  a  second  one 
had  been  built  in  1 75 1.  Prior  to  1792  a  third 
still  had  been  established  on  Thames  street, 


sperm  candles  were  also  manufactured.  William 
B.  Spooner  afterwards  refined  petroleum.  A 
sugar  refinery  was  established  on  Thames  streei, 
where  the  oil  works  were  located,  and  Norris 
&  Barnes  were  the  first  owners  in  1849.  The 
business  was  later  sold  out  to  another  company 
which  enlarged  the  plant,  and  later  the  works 
were  carried  on  under  the  name  of  the  Phenix 
Sugar  Refinery,  operating  the  plant  as  late  as 
1870.  The  same  building  was  sold  to  the  Provi- 
dence Shade  Roller  Co.  which  carried  on  the 
shade  roller  business  for  a  few  years  and  then 
closed  the  factory,  which  is  now  occupied  by 
the  Bristol  County  Gas  and  Electric  Co.  Major 
Ambrose  E.  Burnside  began  the  manufacture  of 
breech-loading  rifles  in  Bristol,  and  the  works 
being  destroyed  by  fire  he  erected  a  building 
on  Burnside  street,  which  afterwards  became 
the  property  of  the  Herreshoff  Mfg.  Co.  The 


214 


BIOGRAPHICAL  HISTORY  OF  THE  MANUFACTURERS 


manufacture  of  rifles  closed  about  1857.  Ikitts, 
hinges  and  castings  were  made  here  in  the  town 
from  1844  to  1852.  The  oakum  works,  which 
were  located  on  what  is  now  Munro  avenue, 
were  burned  in  1858.  The  Pokanoket  Cotton 
Mills  were  built  in  1839  and  burned  in  1856. 
Capt.  John  Norris  was  the  treasurer  of  the  com- 
pany and  they  manufactured  cotton  goods.  The 
mill  was  rebuilt  and  sold  to  the  Reynolds  Mfg. 
Co.,  which  company  made  sheetings,  and  was 
afterwards  turned  into  a  yarn  mill.  The  factory 
is  now  owned  by  the  Cranston  Worsted  Mills. 
Shipbuilding  has  for  a  number  of  years  been 
one  of  the  important  industries.  Among  the 
early  owners  of  shipyards  were  Stanton  & 
Skinner  and  Thompson  Brothers,  who  built 
schooners,  brigs  and  barges.  Later  the  Her- 
reshoffs  and  Saunders  &  West  have  brought  the 
business  down  to  the  present  year,  although  the 
latter  concern  has  removed  to  Warren,  R.  I. 
Both  concerns  have  built  some  remarkable  boats, 
but  the  Herreshoffs  have  given  the  town  and 
State  a  world-wide  reputation  for  building  the 
fastest  yachts  that  have  ever  been  produced  at 
home  or  abroad,  and  their  torpedo  boats  and 
crafts  of  other  kinds  have  proven  equally  fast 
for  their  class.  Following  these  came  the 
National  India  Rubber  Co.,  which  was  estab- 
lished by  Ex-Governor  Bourn  in  1864,  the  larg- 
est manufacturing  plant  in  the  town.  The 
Namquit  Mill,  established  about  1840,  the  By- 
field  Rubber  Co.,  and  the  Cranston  Worsted 
Mills,  which,  with  the  ship  yards  of  the  Herres- 
hoffs, make  the  town  one  of  our  principal  manu- 
facturing centres. 

Herreshoff  Manufacturing  Co. — Builders  of 
steam  yachts,  torpedo  boats,  launches,  high 
speed  marine  engines,  and  tubular  boilers.  Busi- 
ness established  in  1 861.  Incorporated  in  1879. 
Employ  about  250  hands  when  the  works  are 
running  to  their  full  extent.  Officers:  John  B. 
Herreshoff,  President  and  Treasurer;  N.  G. 
Herreshoff,  Superintendent;  C.  W.  Young, 
Secretary.  Works  located  in  Bristol,  R.  I. 
The  machine  shops  and  designing  rooms,  which 
occupy  three  large  buildings  a  few  hundred  feet 
from  the  harbor  front,  are  thoroughly  equipped 
with  all  kinds  of  machinery  and  every  appliance 
necessary  in  the  manufacture  of  boats  and 
marine  engines  and  boilers.  There  are  two 
large  boat  houses  or  erecting  shops  on  the  har- 
bor, where  all  of  the  famous  yachts  have  been 


built  that  have  successfully  defended  the 
America's  ("up  for  many  years,  which  include 
the  Vigilant,  Defender,  Columbia  and  Consti- 
tution. The  Constitution,  which  was  built  to 
defend  the  America's  Cup  against  Sir  Thomas 
Lipton's  Shamrock  II.,  1901,  did  not  develop 
enough  speed  to  outsail  the  Columbia  during 
the  trial  races  off  Newport,  and  consequently 
the  Columbia  was  again  chosen  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  New  York  Yacht  Club  to  defend 
the  cup  a  second  time.  It  is  the  belief  among 
yachtsmen  that  the  reason  the  Constitution  did 
not  develop  more  speed  was  owing  to  her  bad 
suit  of  sails.  She  outsailed  the  Columbia  on 
several  occasions,  but  the  Columbia  proved  the 
better  boat  in  the  series  of  trial  races.  The 
company  have  built  a  large  number  of  yachts 
of  various  sizes,  that  have  become  famous  for 
their  speed.  They  have  also  built  torpedo  boats 
for  the  U.  S.  Government. 

Cranston  Worsted  Mills. — Manufacturers  of 
worsted,  mohair  and  novelty  yarns.  Business 
established  in  Cranston,  R.  I.,  in  1886  and  in- 
corporated the  same  year.  Capitalized  for 
$100,000.  Mills  now  located  on  Thames  street 
and  the  harbor  front,  in  Bristol,  R.  I.  Employ 
200  hands.  Officers  :  J.  Howard  Manchester, 
President;  C.  B.  Rockwell,  Treasurer;  W.  L- 
Manchester,  Secretary.  Charles  B.  Rockwell, 
the  Treasurer  of  the  company,  is  a  native  of 
West  Winsted,  Conn.,  where  he  was  born  in 
September,  1848.  After  carrying  on  the  busi- 
ness in  Cranston  for  about  five  years,  Mr.  Rock- 
well purchased  the  mill  property  in  Bristol, 
which  had  been  idle  for  some  ten  years,  and  ex- 
tensive improvements  were  begun  to  make  the 
plant  as  complete  as  any  yarn  mill  in  the  coun- 
try. In  July,  1892,  their  Cranston  plant  was  re- 
moved to  their  new  Bristol  factory,  and  new 
machinery  was  added  to  equip  the  mill  through- 
out, which  was  the  latest  and  most  up-to-date 
yarn  machinery  made.  An  improved  Greene 
engine  of  400  horse  power  was  put  in  to  furnish 
the  power  for  the  plant,  and  every  other  appli- 
ance was  added  that  should  make  the  works 
complete  in  every  particular.  The  manage- 
ment have  made  a  specialty  of  fancy  yarns  for 
over  twenty  years,  making  everything  from  the 
raw  material  to  the  finished  product,  dyed  and 
put  up  in  any  form  desired  by  manufacturers, 
and  making  yarns  only.  In  this  feature  of  the 
business  this  concern  stands  alone  in  the  United 
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States  to-day,  and  without  a  single  competitor, 
fully  equipped  in  every  respect.  On  the  regu- 
lar lines  of  worsted  and  mohair  yarns,  in 
white  and  colors,  they  compete  with  the 
trade  of  the  country,  and  were  awarded  a 
medal  and  diploma  at  the  World's  Fair  in 
Chicago  for  their  exhibit  of  worsted,  mohair 
and  novelty  yarns. 

The  original  factory  built  upon  this  site  was 
erected  along  about  1840,  and  was  known  as 
the  Pokanoket  Steam  Mills,  their  product  being 
cotton  goods,  and  some  years  afterwards  the 


used,  but  gradually  new  uses  were  found,  and 
fabrics  were  produced  which  offered  all  the  ad- 
vantages of  service  with  peculiarly  improved 
style,  so  that  to-day  no  line  of  goods  woven  for 
outside  wear  is  complete  that  is  not  very  largely 
made  up  of  material  composed  wholly  or  in  part 
of  worsted.  The  combed  yarn  permits  of  so 
much  more  perfect  effects  in  weaving,  the  colors 
are  so  clear,  the  wearing  qualities  are  so  much 
increased,  that  worsted  goods  stand  at  the 
head  wherever  style,  finish  and  durability  are 
sought  for. 


Cranston  Worsted  Mills,  Thames  Street  and  Harbor  Front,  Bristol,  R.  I. 


mills  were  run  by  the  Reynold's  Mfg.  Co.,  also 
manufacturers  of  cotton  goods.  The  mills  now 
have  a  floor  space  of  about  60,000  square  feet, 
and  it  is  one  of  the  best  textile  plants  in  the 
State. 

The  use  of  worsted  and  mohair  yarns  in  the 
manufacture  of  goods  for  men's  and  women's 
wear  has  become  the  regular  practice,  where 
twenty  to  thirty  years  ago  it  was  almost  wholly 
unknown.  Fabrics  used  for  linings,  composed 
of  a  cotton  warp  and  worsted  filling,  were 
among  the  first  where  worsted  and  mohair  were 


Henry  A.  Keech  Co. — Manufacturer  of  paper 
boxes  and  canvas  and  imitation  grain  dress  suit 
and  extension  cases.  Business  established  in 
1899.  Works  located  in  Valley  Falls,  R.  I.,  in 
the  Keach  &  Brown  Factory.  Henry  A.  Keech 
was  born  in  Dudley,  Mass.,  Sept.  28,  1872.  He 
learned  the  paper  box  manufacturing  business 
of  A.  Kingsbury  &  Son,  of  Willimantic,  Conn., 
now  of  South  Coventry,  Conn.  He  was  mana- 
ager  of  the  Putnam  Box  Corporation,  of  Putnam, 
Conn.,  for  about  seven  years  before  establishing 
the  present  business. 
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The  E.  M.  Dart  Mfg.  Co.— Manufacturers 
of  Patented  Specialties.  Office  and  P"actory 
136  Clifford  street,  Providence,  R.  I.  This 


E.  M.  Dart. 


business  was  founded  in  1865  by  E.  M.  Dart, 
who  continued  it  until  1894,  when  the  present 
company  was  organized.  The  product  of  this 
industry  is  the  well  known  Dart  Patent-Self 
Lubricating  Stop  Cocks  for  steam,  gas,  water, 
oil,  etc.,  gas  fixture  appliances  of  a  superior 
quality,  steam  glue  heaters,  Dart  Patent  Union 
Couplings,  flanges  of  all  kinds,  and  elbow 
unions,  made  in  all  the  different  sizes  and 
forms  required  by  the  users  of  such  articles. 
This  company  occupies  a  part  of  the  building 
located  on  Chestnut,  Ship  and  Clifford  streets 
and  numbered  136  on  the  last  named  street;  the 
officers  consist  of  E.  M.  Dart,  President  and 
Manager;  George  B.  Champlin,  Treasurer; 
J.  Milton  Goff,  Secretary.  About  fifty  persons 
are  employed.  The  Fairbanks  Co.,  311  Broad- 
way, New  York,  are  their  principal  sales  agents 
in  the  United  States,  and  sole  export  agents. 
The  business  has  been  progressive,  and  is  now 
well  established,  with  an  increasing  yearly  trade. 

S.  B,  Champlin  Co. — Manufacturers  of  solid 
gold  stone  rings,  and  gold  filled  chain.  Business 
established  by  Stanton  B.  and  George  B.  Champ- 
lin in  1872  on  Elm  street,  corner  Eddy,  and 


after  the  death  of  Stanton  B.  Champlin  in  1895. 
the  business  was  incorporated  in  1896  under  the 
name  of  the  S.  B.  Champlin  Co.,  and  capitalized 
for  $75,000.  Works  located  in  the  Champlin 
Building,  1 16  Chestnut  street.  Providence.  Em- 
ploy 50  hands.  Officers:  George  B.  Champlin, 
President  and  Treasurer;  lidwin  R.  Knight,  Jr., 
Secretary.  Mr.  Knight  is  a  native  of  Warwick, 
R.  I.,  where  he  was  born  December  18,  1866. 
He  bacame  a  member  of  the  company  in  1896. 
Mr.  Champlin  who  is  also  a  member  of  the  Dart 
Manufacturing  Co.,  is  a  native  of  the  city  of 
Providence,  where  he  was  born  September  11, 
1851. 

Champlin  Building,  Chestnut  street. — The 
Champlin  Building,  which  is  located  at  the  junc- 
tion of  Clifford,  Ship  and  Chestnut  streets.  Prov- 
idence, with  new  addition  just  completed,  is  one 
of  the  largest  and  most  substantial  manufac- 
turing structures  in  the  city  devoted  principally 
to  the  jewelry  industry.  The  main  portion  of 
the  building  was  erected  in  1888  by  S.  B.  Cham- 
plin &  Son,  which  contained  about  19,500  square 
feet  of  floor  space,  six  stories,  and  equipped 
with  a  good  combination  passenger  and  freight 


George  B.  Champlin. 

elevator.  Upon  the  death  of  Stanton  B.  Cham- 
plin November  16,  1895,  his  son,  George  B. 
Champlin,  became  the  sole  owner  of  the  build- 
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ing,  and  this  year,  1901,  he  has  completed  an 
addition  the  full  height  of  the  old  building, 
which  contains  about  the  same  amount  of  floor 
space,  making  a  total  of  39,000  square  feet. 
The  structure  is  built  of  heavy  timbers  and 
thick  walls,  so  as  to  provide  ample  strength  for 
heavy  manufacturing.  Power  for  the  works  is 
supplied  by  a  fifty  horse  power  Harris-Corliss 


and  muslin  shirt  waists.  Business  established 
in  Valley  Falls,  R.  I.  Employ  about  150  hands. 
The  only  manufactory  of  the  kind  in  the  State. 
Power  supplied  by  an  Armington  &  Sims  50 
horse  power  engine.  Have  their  own  electric 
lighting  plant.  The  members  of  the  firm  are 
Walter  E.  Keach  and  Moses  M.  Brown,  the  lat- 
ter gentleman  being  a  native  of  Valley  P'alls. 


Champlin  Building,  Clifford,  Ship  &  Chestnut  Streets,  Providence,  R.  I. 


engine,  and  a  Bigelow  boiler  of  eighty  horse 
power.  The  building  is  occupied  by  the  S.  B. 
Champlin  Co.,  Read  &  Lincoln,  S.  K.  Merrill 
&  Co.,  Edwin  Lowe  &  Co.,  and  the  Dart  Manu- 
facturing Co.  The  increased  size  will  admit 
of  several  new  concerns  or  an  increase  for  the 
present  occupants. 

Keach  &  Brown. — Manufacturers  of  muslin 
underwear,  muslin  curtains,  flannelettegarments, 


Mott  Covering  Co.  —  Manufacturers  of  the 
Mott  patent  asbestos  and  magnesia  coverings 
for  steam  pipes,  boilers,  etc.  Frank  B.  Mott, 
proprietor.  He  began  business  in  1889  as  a 
partner  in  the  Manville  Covering  Co.  He  sold 
his  interest  in  this  company  and  organized  the 
present  business,  his  plant  being  located  at  157 
Orange  street.  Providence.  Also  dealer  in  pure 
asbestos  and  magnesia  cement. 
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River  Spinning  Co.  —  Manufacturers  of  fine 
wool  and  merino  yarns  on  the  French  system. 
Business  established  in  1891  by  W.  F.and  F.  C. 
Sayles  and  others.  Incorporated  the  same  year. 
Capitalized  for  1^250,000.  Employ  150  hands. 
Factory  located  corner  of  Kendrick  avenue  and 
Drowne  street,  Woonsocket,  R.  I.  Officers  : 
F.  C.  Sayles,  President  ;  F.  S.  Drowne,  Treas- 
urer ;  Andrew  Adie,  Agent.  Frank  S.  Drowne, 
the  Treasurer  of  the  company,  is  a  native  of 
Warren,  R.  I.,  where  he  was  born  November  5, 


for  about  six  years.  He  came  to  America  in 
1893,  and  was  employed  as  selling  agent  of  the 
River  Spinning  Company.  In  1896  he  was 
elected  Agent  of  the  company  and  still  holds 
that  position.  The  mill  property  covers  about 
ten  acres,  with  a  floor  space  of  about  110,000 
square  feet.  The  factory  is  equipped  with  the 
most  modern  French,  English  and  American 
machinery,  producing  yarns  from  15  cut  to  60 
cut,  the  mill  being  specially  adapted  for  fine 
numbers  in  pure  white,  solid  colors  and  mix- 


Plant  of  the  River  Spinni 

1842.  He  was  elected  Treasurer  upon  the  in- 
corporation of  the  company.  He  is  also  Treas- 
urer of  the  Warren  Manufacturing  Company, 
and  has  devoted  the  greater  part  of  his  life  to  the 
textile  manufacturing  business.  Andrew  Adie, 
the  Agent  of  the  company,  is  a  native  of  Dollar, 
Scotland,  where  he  was  born  December  23, 
1867.  He  completed  his  education  in  the  Dol- 
lar Academy,  and  entered  "  Devondale,"  in 
Tillicoultry,  one  of  the  oldest  established  and 
leading  textile  concerns  in  Scotland,  to  learn 
the  woolen  textile  business.    Here  he  remained 


ng  Co.,  Woonsocket,  R.  I. 

tures,  in  merino  and  wool.  A  special  feature  of 
this  plant  is  its  adaptability  to  make  fine  wool- 
spun  compound  cotton  mixtures,  suitable  for 
the  manufacture  of  fine  cotton  goods,  for  shirt- 
ings, dress  goods,  etc.  Power  for  the  plant  is 
supplied  by  a  300  horse  power  Harris-Corliss 
engine,  with  auxiliary  power  for  the  prepara- 
tory department,  where  the  scouring,  carboniz- 
ing and  dyeing  is  done.  The  plant  as  a  whole 
is  thoroughly  equipped  with  every  modern  de- 
vice for  making  it  a  complete  establishment  in 
the  way  of  heating,  lighting,  circulation  and 
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sanitary  provision.  The  mill  is  one  of  the  most 
attractive  in  the  State  and  is  conveniently 
located  to  the  tracks  of  the  N.  Y.,  N.  H.  and 
H.  Railroad,  thereby  affording  the  best  of  ac- 
commodations for  shipping  and  receiving  goods. 

Miller  Press  &  Machine  Co. — Manufacturers 
of  rotary  steam  cloth  presses,  for  pressing  all 
kinds  of  woven  fabrics  and  felts.  Business  es- 
tablished by  George  W.  Miller  in  1872  in  the 
old  wooden  building  which  is  now  a  part  of  the 
Glenark  Knitting  Co.'s  works  at  Woonsocket 
Falls.  Incorporated  in  1898.  Capitalized  for 
;^25,ooo.  Works  now  located  at  113  Front 
street,  "Woonsocket,  R.  I.  Employ  14  hands. 
Officers:  John  J. 


Miller,  Presi- 
dent and  Mana- 
ger; George  W. 
Miller,  Treas- 
urer and  Secre- 
tary.   John  J. 
Miller  was  born 
in  Woonsocket, 
R.  I.,  March  17, 
1859.  Helearned 
the  trade  of  a 
machinist  of  his 
father,  and  worked  for  him 
as  manager  of  the  works 
until  the  incorporation  of 
the  business  in  1898,  when 
he  became  a  stockholder, 
and  upon  the  death  of  his 
father  he  was  elected  Presi- 
dent and  Manager  of  the 
corporation.'   George  W. 
Miller,  Jr.,   was   born  in 

Woonsocket,  R.  I.,  in  1867.  He  became  a  stock- 
holder in  the  corporation  in  1898,  and  upon  the 
death  of  his  father  he  was  elected  Treasurer 
and  Secretary  of  the  corporation. 

George  W.  Miller,  the  founder  of  the  busi- 
ness, was  born  in  Erfelden-on-the-Rhine,  in  the 
State  of  Hessendarmstadt,  Germany,  March  19, 
1839,  died  November  23,  1899.  He  was  born  a 
farmer  boy,  and  came  to  America  in  1857,  at 
the  age  of  18.  He  was  first  employed  in  the 
mill  of  the  Woonsocket  Company,  which  was 
owned  by  Philip  Allen.  He  worked  there 
under  Samuel  and  Paul  Green,  manufacturers 
of  sheetings,  for  six  years,  and  was  for  a  time 
second  hand  in  the  carding  room.    He  went  to 


Lonsdale  and  learned  the  trade  of  a  machinist, 
remaining  four  years,  and  here  he  sowed  the 
seed  of  an  inventor.  He  went  back  to  Woon- 
socket and  was  employed  at  the  Woonsocket 
Iron  Foundry  until  1865.  In  this  year  he 
started  a  repair  shop,  and  after  a  year  Mr. 
Joseph  Banigan  became  a  partner.  This  co-part- 
nership continued  for  one  year,  and  then  Mr. 
Miller  bought  out  Mr.  Banigan's  interest. 
After  continuing  the  business  18  months,  he 
sold  the  entire  plant  and  business  to  the  Woon- 
socket Rubber  Company,  and  was  employed  by 
the  company  as  master  mechanic  until  1879. 
That  year  he  started  his  present  business  and 


The  Miller  Steam  Rotary  Cloth  Press. 

continued  along  alone  until  1884,  when  his  busi- 
ness and  that  of  the  Woonsocket  Machine  and 
Press  Company  were  consolidated  under  the 
latter  name.  This  co-partnership  continued 
imtil  1891,  when  he  withdrew  from  the  com- 
pany, and  since  carried  on  business  under  the 
name  of  The  Miller  Press  and  Machine  Co. 
He  brought  to  the  new  company  the  same  en- 
ergetic spirit  that  aided  so  much  in  advancing 
the  interests  of  the  former  company,  and  the  re- 
sult has  been  success  from  the  beginning. 
Mr.  Miller's  sons  are  young  men  of  enterprise, 
and  they  are  endeavoring  to  maintain  the  same 
high  standard  in  the  manufacture  of  these 
presses  that  their  father  established. 
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Geo.  W.  Voelker  &  Co.  —  Manufacturers  of 
the  Voelker  rotary  cloth  presses,  dewing  ma- 
chinery, cloth  roll  trucks,  burling  tables,  clear- 
ing and  brushing  machinery.  Business  estab- 
lished in  1892.  Works  located  rear  65  Union 
street,  Woonsocket,  R.  I.  Geo.  W.  Voelker 
was  born  in  Woonsocket,  R.  I.,  July  18,  1855. 
When  he  was  two  years  of  age  his  parents  moved 
to  Indiana,  where  he  was  brought  up,  receiving 
his  education  in  the  public  schools.  He  learned 
the  trade  of  a  carpenter  and  in  1876  came  back 
to  the  place  of  his  nativity  and  engaged  with 
the  Hautin  Sewing  Machine  Co.  Here  he  ob- 
tained his  first  experi- 
ence in  the  machine 
business.  He  after- 
wards engaged  with 
G.  W.  Miller  &  Co., 
traveling  among  the 
woolen  manufacturers 
selling  and  erecting 
some  of  the  first  ro- 
tary cloth  presses, 
called  the  Springborn 
&  Baush,  they  having 
rebuilt  a  press  which 
was  imported  from 
Germany,  the  same 
construction  having 
been  patented  here  in 
1835  by  Mr.  Bailey  of 
Amesbury,  Mass.  The 
machine  had  one  bed, 
and  one  contact,  the 
pressure  being  obtained 
by  compound  leverage. 
In  1892  Mr.  Voelker 
began  manufacturing 
his  rotary  cloth  press  which  is  his  specialty. 
He  invented  several  parts  that  he  believes  have 
placed  this  press  where  it  can  do  the  finest  work 
that  it  is  possible  to  make,  producing  an  even 
finish  the  full  width  of  the  cloth  and  maintain- 
ing the  same  under  any  pressure.  The  most 
important  improvement  in  the  Voelker  cloth 
press  is  the  two  presser  beds,  each  having  two 
contacts  with  the  cloth  as  it  passes  through  the 
machine  around  the  cylinder,  one  bed  being 
fixed,  the  other  movable  with  the  cylinder,  the 
pressure  being  thereby  automatic  and  positively 
equalized  in  four  points  of  contact  on  two 
presser  beds  each,  constructed  with  two  arcs  of 


George  W.  Voelker. 


the  same  diameter,  but  greater  than  the 
diameter  of  the  cylinder.  Mr.  Voelker  is  the 
inventor  of  this  important  improvement  and  the 
sole  manufacturer  of  a  cloth  press  with  four 
points  of  contact,  the  presses  that  have  been 
made  heretofore  providing  for  one  and  two 
points  of  contact  only,  the  original  press  being 
made  with  only  one  point  where  the  cloth  was 
pressed  as  it  passed  through  the  machine.  As 
the  Voelker  press  does  four  times  the  work  that 
the  original  press  did,  the  value  of  the  improve- 
ment can  readily  be  seen.  Both  beds  of  this 
machine,  as  well  as  the  cylinder,  are  hollow  and 

are  heated  by  steam. 
The  machine  is  simple 
in  construction,  there 
being  no  worms,  worm 
wheels,  or  bevel  gears 
on  the  pressure-impart- 
ing mechanism.  The 
pressure  is  obtained 
by  a  series  of  vertical 
levers  and  toggle-links 
operated  by  cams.  The 
Voelker  dewing  ma- 
chine, for  dampening 
woolen,  worsted  and 
cotton  fabrics,  before 
and  after  pressing,  was 
patented  by  Mr.  Voel- 
ker February  28,  1899, 
and  is  consequently 
one  of  the  latest  im- 
proved machines  of  this 
kind.  The  machine  is 
simple  in  construction, 
and  requires  no  water 
pressure,  pumps,  blow- 
ers, filters,  pressure  gauge,  or  nozzle,  the  dew 
being  made  by  centrifugal  force.  The  mois- 
ture required  can  be  regulated  to  }i  ounce  to 
the  yard,  and  the  change  can  be  made  in  less 
than  five  seconds.  These  machines,  together 
with  his  cloth  presses,  are  used  extensively 
throughout  the  country  where  textile  manufac- 
turing is  carried  on.  The  plant  where  these 
machines  are  made  is  equipped  with  modern 
machinery,  and  the  latest  devices  for  handling 
the  heavy  parts  while  in  course  of  construction. 

National  Pile  Fabric  Co.  —  Manufacturers  of 
corduroys,  cotton  dress  goods,  shirtings,  etc. 
Business  established  in  1899  and  incorporated 
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in  1901.  Capitalized  for  ;^ioo,ooo.  Works 
located  corner  of  Pond  and  East  School  streets, 
Woonsocket,  R.  I.  Employ  about  60  hands. 
Officers :  J.  M.  R.  Taylor,  President ;  William 
Maertens,  Treasurer  and  Secretary.  A  100 
horse  power  Corliss  engine  supplies  the  power 
for  the  plant,  and  their  own  dynamo  furnishes 
electric  lights.  James  M.  R.  Taylor,  the  Gen- 
eral Manager  of  the  business,  was  born  in 
Providence,   June   2,   1866.    He   learned  the 


J.  Kenworthy  &  Co — Manufacturers  of  brush 
machinery  and  tool  work.  Also  does  pattern 
making  in  wood  and  steel.  Business  established 
in  1897.  John  Kenworthy  was  born  in  Woon- 
socket, R.  I.,  Dec.  24,  1844.  Learned  the  trade 
of  a  machinist  in  Woonsocket,  and  labored  as 
a  journeymen  for  a  number  of  years  in  various 
places,  among  them  being  the  Morse  Twist 
Drill  Co.,  of  New  Bedford,  the  Taft-Peirce  Mfg.. 
Co.,  of  Woonsocket,  and  others. 


Voelker  Rotary  Cloth  Press.    Geo.  W.  Voelker  &  Co.,  Woonsocket,  R.  I. 


manufacturing  business  in  the  mills  of  the 
Lorraine  Manufacturing  Company  of  Paw- 
tucket,  where  he  was  employed  for  some 
sixteen  years,  beginning  in  the  picker  room 
and  working  up  through  all  of  the  depart- 
ments of  the  factory,  until  he  was  finally 
given  full  charge  of  the  designmg,  in 
which  capacity  he  was  serving  when  he 
left  to  start  in  business  on  his  own  account  in 
Woonsocket. 


S.  S.  Getchell  &  Son. — Manufacturers  of  tin- 
ware for  factories,  including  tin  cylinders,  etc. 
Works  located  on  South  Main  street,  Woon- 
socket, R.  I.  Seth  S.  Getchell  was  born  in 
Wells  Depot,  Maine.  Located  in  Woonsocket 
and  established  the  tin  manufacturing  business 
in  1870.  Herbert  E.  Getchell  is  a  native  of 
Woonsocket,  where  he  was  born  December  21, 
1872.  He  became  a  partner  with  his  father  in 
1894. 
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Lafayette  Worsted  Co. — Manufacturers  of 
worsted  yarns,  French  system.  Business  estab- 
lished 1899,  incorporated  the  same  year. 
Capitalized  for  ^350,000.  Factory  located  in 
Hamlet,  Woonsocket,  R.  L  Officers:  M. 
Simonis,  President;  P.  Mali,  Treasurer;  Charles 
Devine,  Secretary.  Mr.  Simonis  is  a  native  of 
Verviers,  Belgium.  P.  Mali  is  a  native  of  Ver- 
viers,  Belgium,  and  is  the  Belgian  Consul  Gen- 
eral to  the  United  States,  whose  headquarters 
are  in  New  York  city.    Mr.  Devine  is  a  native 


George  A.  Metcalf. — Manufacturer  of  cotton 
and  woolen  machinery,  steam  and  gasolene  en- 
gines, model  work,  etc.  Business  established 
in  1889.  Works  located  in  Woonsocket,  R.  I., 
on  Park  avenue.  George  A.  Metcalf  was  born 
in  Uxbridge,  Mass.,  June  10,  1855.  Learned 
the  trade  of  a  machinist  in  Worcester.  Is  a 
thorough  mechanical  engineer. 

U.  S.  Rubber  Co.  Wool  Boot  Department.— 

Manufacturers  of  wool  boots  which  are  made 
to  fit  into  a  kind  of  rubber  arctic  for  lumber- 


Voelker  Dewing  Machine.    Geo.  W.  Voelker  &  Co.,  Woonsocket,  R.  I.    (See  page  220. 


of  France.  A  large  number  of  the  employes 
of  this  factory  are  natives  of  France. 

E.  J.  Prue  &  Co.  —  Manufacturers  of  knit 
goods,  including  undershirts,  mittens  and 
gloves.  Business  established  in  1894  as  Prue  & 
Stiles.  Mr.  Stiles  later  disposing  of  his  interest, 
the  firm  name  became  E.  J.  Prue  &  Co.  Mr. 
Frank  J.  Prue  is  a  native  of  Woonsocket,  where 
he  carries  on  a  gents'  furnishings  store  in  con- 
nection with  his  manufacturing.  Factory  lo- 
cated on  South  Main  street,  near  Woonsocket 
Falls. 


men,  etc.  Business  established  about  1897. 
Works  located  on  South  Main  street,  Woon- 
socket, R.  I.  Employ  about  275  hands.  George 
C  Wetmore,  Jr.,  Treasurer  of  this  branch  of 
the  company. 

Naushon  Company. — Manufacturers  of  cotton 
cloth.  Business  established  June  1 ,  1901,  and  in- 
corporated May  4,  1901.  Factory  located  in 
Woonsocket,  R.  I.  Itmploy  200  hands.  Con- 
template building  a  new  factory  in  1902,  in  Val- 
ley Flails.  Officers:  Malcolm  G.  Chase,  Presi- 
dent; George  C.  Hinckley,  Secretary  and 
Treasurer. 
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William  A.  Harris  Steam  Engine  Co  Manu- 
facturers of  the  Harris-Corliss  steam  engine, 
and  the  Armington  &  Sims  high  speed  engine. 
Business  established  by  William  A.  Harris  in 
1864,  in  the  old  Governor  Dorr  headquarters  on 
Eddy  street,  where  he  remained  until  Novem- 
ber, 1868,  when  he  moved  his  plant  to  the  cor- 
ner of  Park  and  Promenade  streets,  in  the  city 
of  Providence,  where  the  business  is  located  at 
the  present  time.  Business  incorporated  in 
1888,  with  a  capitalization  of  $100,000.  Reor- 
ganized January  i,  igoi.  Officers:  William  A. 
Harris,  Jr.,  President  ;  Frederick  A.  W.  Harris, 
Vice-President ;  E.  Francis  Crowell,  Secretary 
and  Treasurer  ;  Gardiner  C.  Sims,  Superintend- 
ing Engineer.  William  A. 
Harris,  the  founder  of  the 
business,  was  born  in  Wood- 
stock, Conn.,  March  2,  1835. 
After  completing  his  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools, 
and  in  the  private  school  of 
South  Williamstown,  Mass., 
he  was  engaged  as  a  clerk 
in  1852  in  the  Union  Bank 
of  Providence,  where  he  re- 
mained until  1855,  when  he 
entered  the  employ  of  the 
Providence  Forge  and  Nut 
Co.,  now  the  Rhode  Island 
Tool  Co.,  as  a  draftsman. 
In  April  of  the  following 
year  he  entered  the  drafting 
room  of  Corliss  &  Nightin- 
gale, afterwards  the  Corliss 
Steam  Engine  Co.,  where 
he  remained  until  1864,  when  he  began  manu- 
facturing steam  engines  on  his  own  account. 
His  productions  became  very  popular,  demands 
for  the  Harris-Corliss  engines  being  received 
from  nearly  all  the  manufacturing  countries, 
and  to-day  they  are  in  use  in  nearly  all  parts  of 
the  globe.  Mr.  Harris  was  a  member  of  the 
City  Council  of  Providence,,  and  was  a  member 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  from  1883  to 
1886,  covering  a  term  of  four  years.  Mr. 
Crowell,  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the 
company,  has  been  connected  with  the  concern 
for  about  eighteen  years,  and  understands  every 
detail  of  the  extensive  business,  which  has 
proven  of  value  to  the  corporation,  since  the 
death  of  Mr.  Harris,  which  occurred  Oct.  29, 1896. 


William  A.  Harris 


Mr.  Sims,  who  was  so  long  identified  with  Arm- 
ington &  Sims,  manufacturers  of  the  Armington 
&  Sims  high-speed  steam  engine,  which  has 
won  so  wide  a  reputation  for  certain  class  of 
work  among  manufacturers,  is  giving  to  the 
company  his  extensive  experience  as  an  en- 
gineer, thereby  guaranteeing  the  best  class  of 
construction  work  that  can  possibly  be  secured 
in  the  line  of  steam  engine  building.  William 
A.  Harris,  Jr.,  the  President  of  the  corporation, 
was  born  in  Providence,  June  22,  1872.  Fred- 
erick A.  W.  Harris,  the  Vice-President  of  the 
concern,  was  born  in  Providence,  August  22, 
1864;  both  are  sons  of  the  founder  of  the  busi- 
ness and  both  are  graduates  of  Brown  Univer- 
sity. The  plant  is  equipped 
with  modern  machinery  of 
every  kind  necessary  to  the 
production  of  the  best  class 
of  work  in  the  building  of 
stationary  engines,  powers 
ranging  from  50  to  3,000 
horse. 

The  Providence  Brewing 

Co. — Manufacturers  of  lager 
beer.  Business  incorporated 
in  1 891.  Capitalized  for 
$300,000.  Officers:  James 
Hanley,  President;  John  E. 
Good,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer. Brewery  located  at 
the  corner  of  Harris  avenue 
and  Eaglestreet,  Providence. 
Also  are  the  proprietors  of 
the  Hygenic  Ice  Co.,  manu- 
facturers of  and  dealers  in 
ice  for  family  trade.  Employ  about  55  hands. 
The  power  for  the  plant  is  supplied  by  two  De 
la  Vergne  refrigerating  machines  with  a  capa- 
city of  75  tons  each,  the  engines  representing 
125  horse  power  each.  There  are  also  two 
Harris-Corliss  engines  and  five  small  vertical 
engines,  together  with  a  40  horse  power  Ridge- 
way  high  speed  engine  for  the  electrical  plant, 
all  of  which  aggregate  a  total  of  about  1,000 
horse  power. 

R.  S,  Cutting  &  Co. — Manufacturers  of  col- 
lar buttons  in  rolled  plate.  Also  handle  the 
picture  hooks  manufactured  for  the  firm  by 
George  Hummell.  Business  established  about 
1880.    Works  located  at  157  Orange  street, 


Providence.    Robert  S.  Cutting,  proprietor. 
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Oakdale  Mfg.  Co.  —  Manufacturers  of  mar- 
garine and  butterine.  Business  established  in 
1881  in  a  small  way.  Incorporated  in  l8gi  with 
a  paid  up  capital  of  ;^300,ooo.  Factory  located 
on  South  Water  street,  Providence.  In  1894 
the  demand  for  their  products  being  so  great 
the  company  were  compelled  to  enlarge  their 
works,  which  they  did  by  acquiring  the  property 
to  the  south  of  their  original  factory,  containing 
over  4,000  square  feet.  On  this  site  a  six  story 
building  was  erected,  and  the  old  building  in- 
creased in  size  by  adding  enough  stories  to 
make  it  the  same  height  of  the  new  structure, 
and  so  joined  on  to  the  new  building  as  to  make 
them  have  the  appearance  of  one  structure,  as 
shown  on  the  opposite  page,  making  it  one  of 
the  largest  plants  for  the  manufacture  of  but- 
terine, etc.,  in  the  United  States,  and  the 
quality  of  their  productions  is  said  to  be  as  iine 
as  can  possibly  be  produced  in  a  manufactured 
article  of  food  of  this  kind.  The  process  of 
preparing  the  ingredients  of  which  butterine  or 
margarine  are  made  is  a  sterilizing  process,  and 
entirely  destroys  all  germs  injurious  to  the  hu- 
man system  that  possibly  may  occur  in  any  pro- 
duct not  sterilized.  The  factory  is  as  clean  as 
any  dairy  in  the  country,  and  their  products  are 
handled  by  workmen  who  are  clean  and  neat  in 
their  appearance,  everything  about  the  factory 
impressing  one  as  carried  on  under  a  perfect  and 
strict  system,  the  first  demand  being  neatness 
and  cleanliness.  They  employ  about  200  work- 
men, many  ladies  being  included  in  this  number, 
who  do  the  packing,  etc.,  and  this  force  can  turn 
out  about  100,000  pounds  of  manufactured  but- 
ter daily.  The  goods  for  the  foreign  market  are 
put  up  tastefully  in  tinfoil  and  packed  in  bas- 
kets, and  in  tin-plate  packages,  packed  in  com- 
partment cases,  thereby  insuring  safe  transpor- 
tation to  any  part  of  the  world.  The  power  de- 
partment consists  of  two  1 50  horse  power  boilers 
of  the  horizontal  type,  and  a  Rice  &  Sargent 
engine,  150  horse  power,  of  the  Corliss  type. 
The  boilers  furnish  steam,  not  only  for  the  en- 
gine and  heating,  but  also  for  the  various  uses 
required  in  the  preparation  of  materials  and 
manufacture  of  goods  made  and  put  up  by  the 
company.  A  complete  electric  lighting  plant 
is  installed  for  use  of  both  arc  and  incandescent 
lamps,  by  which  the  whole  building  is  lighted. 
The  officers  of  the  company  are:  Frank  M. 
Mathewson,  President ;  George  A.  Munyan, 
Treasurer;  Jeremiah  H.  Hall,  Secretary. 


Theodore  Foster  &  Bro.  Co. — Manufacturers 
of  all  kinds  of  rolled  gold  plate  jewelry,  and 
sterling  silver  goods.  Business  originally  estab- 
lished January  i,  1873,  under  the  name  of  White 
&  P'oster,  and  was  later  changed  to  White,, 
Foster  &  Co.,  and  still  later  to  Foster  &  Bailey. 
In  May,  1898,  the  business  was  incorporated 
under  the  present  name,  and  capitalized  for 
$300,000.  Works  located  at  100  Richmond 
street,  corner  of  Friendship  street.  Providence. 
The  business  was  located  here  in  this  building 
in  1880,  only  one  floor  being  occupied  at  that 
time,  but  now  the  whole  building  is  occupied  by 
the  company,  together  with  other  buildings  lo- 
cated in  the  same  square,  all  of  which  are  owned 
by  them,  with  the  exception  of  the  Ostby  & 
Barton  Building  and  the  George  M.  Baker  Build- 
ing. The  building  in  the  rear  of  their  main 
factory,  which  is  one  of  the  oldest  manufacturing 
buildings  in  the  city,  is  leased  principally  to 
other  jewelry  manufacturers.  The  building  on 
Richmond  street  was  originally  occupied  by 
Sackett  &  Davis,  jewelery  manufacturers,  which 
concern  built  the  factory.  The  Theodore 
Foster  &  Bro.  Co.  are  among  the  largest  manu- 
facturers of  jewelry  and  sterling  silver  goods  in 
the  city,  employing  some  275  hands.  The 
officers  of  the  corporation  are:  Theodore  W. 
Foster,  President  and  Treasurer;  T.  Clyde 
Foster,  Vice-President ;  Ernest  L.  Fuller,  Sec- 
retary. 

Raliance  Worsted  Co.  —  Manufacturers  of 
worsted  goods  for  men  and  ladies's  wear.  Busi- 
ness established  in  1899.  Incorporated  the 
same  year.  P'actory  located  in  Woonsocket, 
R.  I.  P^mploy  about  200  hands.  Capitalized 
for  $100,000.  Officers:  William  L.  Youngman, 
President;  John  Campbell,  Vice-President; 
Philip  Henault,  Treasurer  and  Secretary.  Mr. 
Youngman  is  a  native  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania. He  is  a  practical  manufacturer,  and 
is  engaged  in  other  manufacturing  enterprises,, 
and  is  now  located  in  New  York.  John  Camp- 
bell is  a  native  of  Pascoag,  R.  I.,  where  he 
learned  the  worsted  business  by  working  in  the 
mills  of  his  native  town.  Philip  Henault,  the 
Manager  of  the  business,  was  born  in  Montreal, 
Canada,  November  13,  i860.  Came  to  Woon- 
socket in  1879,  and  learned  the  worsted  busi- 
ness in  the  Harris  Privilege  Mill,  where  he 
worked  some  fifteen  years.  The  firm  of  Camp- 
bell, Henault  &  Co.,  was  then  organized  and 
began  business  in  Westerly,  R.  I.,  where  they 
remained  for  about  five  years  before  removing 
to  Woonsocket. 
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Wm.  Oscar  Cornell. — Merchant  and  manufac- 
turer. Mr.  Cornell  was  born  in  Providence, 
February  8,  1836.  Me  received  his  education  in 


William  Oscar  Cornell. 


Frederick  W.  Andrews. 


the  public  schools  of  the  city,  his  first  business 
experience  being  that  of  a  bookkeeper  for  a 
commission  house  in  Providence  from  1863  to 
1866.  In  1866  he  established  a  flour  and  oil  busi- 
ness in  the  old  Vaughan  Building  on  Custom 
House  street,  the  business  being  carried  on 
under  the  firm  name  of  S.  Cornell  &  Co.,  his 
father  being  associated  with  him.  This  was 
continued  until  1869,  when  he  entered  the 
wholesale  grocery  business  under  the  firm  name 
of  Cornells  and  Mumford,  his  father  still  re- 
taining an  interest,  their  store  being  located  on 
Dyer  street,  opposite  the  wharf  of  the  Provi- 


Frank  H.  Andrews. 


dence,  Fall  River  &  Newport  Steamboat  Co. 
Here  he  remained  until  1884,  a  period  of  fifteen 
years,  during  which  time  an  extensive  business 
was  built  up  throughout  Southern  New  Eng- 
land, their  kerosene  oil  business  developing  to 
such  an  extent  that  they  became  the  largest 
dealers  in  that  article  in  the  State. 

From  1886  to  1891  Mr.  Cornell  was  a  special 
partner  in  the  firm  of  W.  H.  Sawtelle  &  Co.,  of 
Detroit,  Mich.,  wholesale  dealers  in  flour  and 
salt,  the  business  being  a  very  successful  one. 
In  1890  he  entered  into  co-partnership  with 
Messrs.  Frederick  W.  and  Frank  H.  Andrews 
under  the  firm  name  of  Cornell  &  Andrews,  the 
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business  being  that  of  gold  and  silver  refiners, 
smelters  and  dealers  in  bullion,  their  works  be- 
ing located  on  Calender,  Sabin  and  Mathewson 
streets,  Providence.  He  is  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  of  the  American  Seamless  Wire  Co., 
which  was  organized  in  May,  1897,  whose  works 
are  located  at  144  Pine  street.  The  company 
manufacture  principally  gold  seamless  wire. 
Mr.  Cornell  is  President  of  the  Providence  Dye- 
ing, Bleaching  and  Calendering  Co.  with  works 
on  Valley  street.  Providence  ;  Mr.  Cornell's 
father,  Stephen  Cornell,  being  identified  with 
this  business  for  a  period  of  fully  sixty  years, 
commencing  as  a  workman  in  the  establishment 
and  occupying  at  various  times  all  of  the  posi- 
tions that  the  business  offered  up  to  the  office 
of  President,  which  position  he  held  until  his  re- 
tirement from  all  active  business. 

Upon  Mr.  Stephen  Cornell's  retirement,  his 
son,  'Wm.  Oscar  Cornell,  was  elected  a  director 
in  the  corporation  of  the  Providence  Dyeing, 
Bleaching  and  Calendering  Co.,  and  in  January, 
1901,  was  elected  to  the  office  of  President  of 
the  Board.  The  business  was  established  in 
1 814,  and  has  been  one  of  the  most  successful 
bleacheries  of  the  State.  Mr.  Cornell  has 
always  been  very  much  interested  in  educational 
matters,  having  been  a  trustee  of  Tuft's  College, 
of  Medford,  Mass.,  since  March  2,  1882.  He 
established  a  scholarship  there,  which  cares  for 
a  tuition,  and  Mr.  Cornell  has  been  careful  to 
give  the  benefit  of  this  scholarship  to  students 
whose  means  were  limited,  which  have  included 
young  women  as  well  as  young  men.  He  has 
been  a  director  in  the  Westminster  Bank  for 
nearly  twenty  years.  While  always  refusing  to 
accept  any  public  offices,  or  to  enter  the  politi- 
cal field,  still  he  has  always  wielded  a  healthful 
influence  in  the  city,  particularly  in  that  section 
round  about  Davis  Park,  where  he  resided  for 
over  thirty  years,  his  place  of  residence  now 
being  on  the  east  side  of  the  city. 

Cornell  &  Andrews.  —  Smelters,  refiners  and 
assayers  of  gold  and  silver,  and  dealers  in 
bullion.  Business  established  in  1890  by 
William  Oscar  Cornell,  Frederick  W.  Andrews 
and  Frank  H.  Andrews.  Mr.  Cornell  is  a  native 
of  Providence,  R.  I.,  where  he  was  born  P'ebru- 
ary  8,  1836,  and  has  been  one  of  the  most  active 
and  best  known  business  men  in  the  mercantile 
line  in  the  city  of  Providence  for  a  number  of 
years.    F.  W.  Andrews  was  born  in  Gardiner, 


Maine,  P^ebruary  28,  1839.  He  was  with  the 
old  firm  of  Curtis  &  Arnold  and  its  successor  of 


Providence  and  has  been  actively  engaged  in 
the  business  for  thirty  years.    His  son,  F.  H. 
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Andrews,  was  born  in  Gardiner,  Me.,  Nov.  23, 
1862.  Works  located  on  Calender,  Sabin  and 
Mathewson  streets,    Providence,  and  contain 


Harry  W.  Marcy. 


about  14,000  square  feet  of  floor  space.  The 
ofifice  is  located  at  23  Mathewson  street.  The 
works  of  the  Cornell-Andrews  Smelting  Co.  are 
located  in  Attleboro,  Mass.,  in  a  new  building 
erected  specially  for  the  purpose,  50x170  feet. 
These  works  are  equipped  with  smelter  and 
copper  recovery  plant,  including  acid  condenser, 
also  with  roller  bearing  mills,  which  are  among 
the  largest  used  for  rolling  silver  in  this  coun- 
try. Officers  :  Wm.  Oscar  Cornell,  President ; 
George  F.  Andrews,  Vice-President ;  Frederick 
W.  Andrews,  Treasurer  ;  Frank  H.  Andrews, 
Secretary.  The  Board  of  Directors  is  composed 
of  the  above  named  gentlemen,  with  Reuben  J. 
Rice,  the  Manager  of  the  Meriden  works,  and 
Prof.  Frank  W.  Durkee  of  Tuft's  College,  in- 
ventor of  the  copper  process  used  by  the  com- 
pany. There  are  also  works  at  Meriden,  Conn., 
carried  on  under  the  management  of  Reuben  J. 
Rice,  who  had  been  for  many  years  in  the  same 
line  of  business  in  the  State  of  Connecticut  prior 
to  the  establishment  of  the  Cornell  &  Andrews 
Co.,  of  which  he  is  a  member.  These  three 
plants  are  among  the  most  complete  to  be  found 
in  New  England,  and  an  extensive  business  is 


carried  on  all  over  the  United  States  and  ("an- 
ada.  The  gentlemen  who  established  the  busi- 
ness are  fully  versed  in  every  detail,  and  as  a 
result  of  their  knowledge  a  very  large  trade  has 
been  built  up.  The  accompanying  cut  of  their 
works  in  Providence,  Attleboro  and  Meriden, 
gives  a  good  idea  of  the  extent  of  their  com- 
bined plants. 

Harry  W.  Marcy.  —  Manufacturer  of  high 
grade  flat  and  tubular  shoe  laces  and  fancy 
braids.  Business  established  in  1899.  Works 
located  at  77  Cromwell  street,  Providence. 
Harry  W.  Marcy  was  born  in  Providence,  June 
28,  1876.  After  leaving  the  English  and  classi- 
cal school  of  Mowry  &  Goff's,  he  took  a  course 
in  the  high  school  of  Providence,  and  then  went 
to  work  for  his  father,  Fred  I.  Marcy,  the  in- 
ventor of  the  "Acme"  lever  collar  button. 
After  working  three  years  in  the  jewelry  busi- 
ness, he  went  into  the  insurance  business  with 
Addison  H.  White,  and  upon  his  death  engaged 
with  Beach  &  Sweet  in  the  same  line  of  busi- 
ness, where  he  remained  until  he  began  the 
manufacture  of  shoe  strings  in  1899.  His  plant 
is  equipped  with  braiders  carrying  about  7,000 
spindles,  and  with  all  of  the  other  necessary 
machinery  that  is  required  in  this  line  of  busi- 
ness. His  productions  are  sold  all  over  the 
United  States.  Mr.  Marcy  is  probably  the 
youngest  manufacturer  in  the  State,  who  has 
established  business  on  his  own  account. 

Summer,  Kotler  &  Schemer. — Manufacturers 
of  gold  and  silver  plated  novelties.  Their  special- 
ties are  imitation  diamond  goods,  brooches,  scarf 
pins,  hat  pins,  rings  and  buckles.  Business  estab- 
lished May  I,  1899.  Works  located  at  9  Cal- 
ender street.  Providence.  Employ  35  hands. 
The  members  of  the  firm  are  Joseph  Sum- 
mer, Jacob  Kotler  and  Simon  Scheiner,  all 
young  men  who  emigrated  from  Russia,  their 
native  country,  fi'om  1885  to  1890. 

T.  C.  Tucker  &  Co. — Manufacturers  of  a  gen- 
eral line  of  electro-plated  jewelry.  Business  es- 
tablished in  1896  by  Thomas  C.  Tucker,  who 
was  born  in  Nantucket,  Mass.,  in  July,  1850.. 
Works  located  at  12  Beverly  street.  Providence. 
Employs  12  hands. 

R.  I.  Color  Works. — Manufacturers  of  kalso- 
mine  and  colors.  Business  established  by  Bern- 
hard  Hainbach  some  twenty  years  or  more  ago. 
Works  located  at  19  Calender  street.  Providence. 


AND  BUSINESS  MEN 

Crahan  Engraving  Co. — Makers  of  half-tone 
and  line  cuts,  by  the  photo-engraving  process. 
Also  half-tone  cuts  for   three-color  printing. 


Marcus  Crahan. 


The  business  was  established  by  Marcus  Crahan 
in  1897,  at  301  Westminster  street,  Providence, 
and  one  year  later  was  located  in  the  present 
quarters  at  193  Westminster  street,  where  he 
turns  out  the  finest  grade  of  half-tone  work  to  be 
found  in  New  England,  together  with  half-tone 
cuts  for  daily  newspaper  use,  which  are  of  neces- 
sity a  much  coarser  line  of  work.  One  depart- 
ment for  the  fine  work  and  one  for  the  coarser 
grade.  Mr.  Crahan  was  the  first  engraver  to 
introduce  three-color  plates  in  the  city  of  Provi- 
dence. He  has  made  a  great  success  of  this 
line  in  bringing  out  the  variety  of  colors  in 
enamel  jewelry  and  in  various  other  color  de- 
signs. Marcus  Crahan  was  born  in  Fulton,  N. 
Y.,  February  5,  1869.  He  began  the  trade  of 
an  engraver  in  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  in  1888.  After 
leaving  this  place  he  was  engaged  by  the 
Maurice  Joyce  Engraving  Co.  of  Washington, 
D.  C,  where  he  remained  three  years.  He  was 
then  employed  by  George  H.  Benedict,  a  lead- 
ing engraver  of  Chicago,  111.,  and  after  remain- 
ing there  one  year  he  was  offered  the  foreman- 
ship  of  the  Rhode  Island  Engraving  Co.  of 
Providence,  which  he  accepted,  remaining  one 
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year,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  was  employed 
by  C.  J.  Peters  of  Boston,  and  after  a  few 
months  he  again  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Engraving  Co.,  where  he  re- 
mained until  he  established  business  on  his  own 
account  under  the  name  of  the  Crahan  Engrav- 
ing Co.,  in  August,  1897.  He  has  been  remark- 
ably successful,  his  plant  being  one  of  the  best 
equipped  and  most  complete  in  the  New  Eng- 
land States.  The  half-tone  plates  of  this  publi- 
cation were  nearly  all  made  by  this  company, 
and  the  plates  used  by  J.  D.  Hall  &  Co.  in  their 
other  publications  were  also  made  by  this  con- 
cern, all  of  which  show  a  high  class  of  work- 
manship by  the  superiority  of  their  printing 
qualities. 

Rice  &  Hayward.  —  Manufacturers  of  all 
kinds  of  plain  and  fancy  crackers,  biscuits, 
bread  and  pastry.  By  far  the  largest  manufac- 
turers of  breadstuffs  in  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island.  Business  established  by  Fitz-James 
Rice.  Bakeries  located  at  310  to  316  Broad 
street,  Providence.  William  S.  Hayward,  de- 
ceased, bought  an  interest  in  the  business  in 
1858,  after  he  had  worked  in  the  establishment 
for  about  seven  years.  In  1863  Mr.  Hayward 
purchased  the  entire  business,  and  two  years 
later  Mr.  Rice  again  became  a  partner,  which 
continued  for  a  number  of  years.  William  S. 
Hayward,  who  had  been  the  predominating 
spirit  of  the  business,  during  his  life,  was  born 
in  Foster,  R.  I.,  February  26,  1835.  At  the  age 
of  twelve  he  went  to  Old  Warwick,  R.  I.,  to 
work  on  a  farm,  and  in  185 1  began  to  work  as  a 
baker  in  the  establishment  that  he  had  the 
honor  of  owning  in  the  years  that  followed.  He 
made  the  business  a  success,  the  goods  made  by 
Rice  &  Hayward  being  known  in  all  parts  of 
the  country,  and  their  local  trade  being  very 
extensive.  Mr.  Hayward  was  one  of  the  most 
highly  respected  citizens  of  the  city  of  Provi- 
dence, because  of  his  gentlemanly  qualities  that 
stood  out  prominently  under  all  circumstances. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  City  Council  from  1872 
to  1876,  when  he  was  elected  to  represent  his 
ward  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  being  reelected 
for  several  years  until  he  was  elected  Mayor  of 
the  city  in  1880  to  succeed  Mayor  Doyle.  After 
serving  three  years  he  declined  a  renomination. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  State  Legislature  in 
the  Lower  House  for  two  years,  1885  and  1886, 
and  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  State  Board 
of  Charities  and  Corrections,  by  Governor 
Bourn,  in  1884,  and  reappointed  in  1886  by 
Governor  Wetmore.  Upon  Mr.  Hayward's 
death  in  1900,  the  business  was  continued  under 
the  direction  of  Mrs.  Hayward. 
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Quidnick  Manufacturing  Co. — Incorporated  in 
1884.  Officers:  Jeffrey  Davis,  President;  John 
H.  Hambly,  Treasurer.    Employ  500  hands. 


William  D.  Davis. 

The  mills  of  the  Quidnick  Mfg.  Co.,  which  are 
among  the  most  attractive  and  substantial  manu- 
facturing plants  of  the  State,  are  situated  in 


Jeffrey  Davis. 


Quidnick,  R.  I.,  on  the  line  of  the  N.  Y.  &  N.  E. 
Branch  of  the  N.  Y.,  N.  H.  &  Hartford  Railroad. 
The  village  of  Quidnick,  of  which  the  extensive 
farm  with  its  massive  stone  walls  and  neat,  well- 
appointed  mill  tenements  of  this  company  form 
the  chief  part,  is  one  of  the  handsomest  to  be 
found  in  the  Pawtuxet  Valley,  and  is  also  one 
of  the  oldest.  The  Spragues  spent  over  a  million 
dollars  upon  this  property  during  their  owner- 
ship in  developing  the  water  power  and  improve- 
ments, and  it  was  the  last  of  their  vast  property 
to  be  relinquished  by  them,  and  then  only  after 
a  long  and  expensive  litigation.  The  property 
finally  came  into  the  possession  of  the  present 


John  H.  Hambly. 

company  which  was  organized  in  1884,  by 
William  D.  Davis,  Henry  A.  Hidden  and  others. 
Up  to  this  time  the  production  of  the  mills  were 
64  by  64  print  cloths,  and  the  corporation  at 
once  commenced  to  make  improvements,  additions 
and  changes  in  the  machinery,  replacing  the 
print  cloth  looms  with  wide  looms,  so  that  at 
present  the  mills  are  equipped  for  the  manu- 
facture of  wide  sheetings,  twills,  fancy  goods, 
etc.,  for  the  converting  trade.  The  present 
capacity  of  the  mills  is  about  45,000  spindles 
and  1000  looms.  Originally  there  were  two 
woolen  mills  standing  upon  this  estate,  which 
were  owned  by  the  Tafts,  and  known  as  the 
Taft  Mills  and  Print  Works.   These  were  taken 
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down,  and  in  1848  the  Spragues  built  the  No.  i 
stone  mill,  which  had  two  extensions,  one  at  each 
end,  of  only  two-and-one-half  stories.  Since  then 
these  extensions  have  been  built  up  to  the 
height  of  the  main  building,  and  an  addition  on 
the  northern  end  has  been  added  of  the  same 
height,  which  makes  the  mill  much  larger  than 
when  first  built,  having  a  length  of  425  feet. 
The  No.  2  stone  mill  was  built  about  1875,  and 
is  225  feet  in  length.  Mr.  William  D.  Davis 
was  born  in  Davisville,  R.  I.,  and  is  a  descendant 


ing  by  the  old  hand  looms,  they  conducted 
from  181 1  to  1824.  In  1824  they  began  the 
operation  of  woolen  looms  by  water  power  at 
the  same  locality  where  their  ancestors  had 
ground  corn  at  their  grist  mill  for  over  a  century. 
Mr.  William  D.  Davis  is  a  son  of  Jeffrey  Davis. 
Had  been  a  woolen  goods  manufacturer  nearly 
all  of  his  life  prior  to  the  establishment  of  the 
Ouidnick  Mfg.  Co.  Jeffrey  Davis,  the  President 
of  the  company,  is  the  son  of  William  D.  Davis, 
and  was  born  in  Centreville,  R.  I.,  September 
2,  1850.  He  began  in  the  manufacturing  busi- 
ness in  1870,  after  graduating  from  Brown  Uni- 


Mills  of  the  Quidnick  Manu 

of  the  founders  of  the  village  of  Davisville,  North 
Kingston,  R.  I.,  where  they  settled  some  time 
prior  to  1700.  The  first  Jeffrey  Davis  was 
born  here  in  1708,  where  he  followed  the  milling 
business  until  his  death  in  1782.  His  name 
has  been  handed  down  through  several  gener- 
ations, the  last  to  bear  the  name  being  the 
present  President  of  the  Ouidnick  Mfg.  Co. 
Jeffrey  Davis,  2d,  with  his  brother  Ezra,  was 
one  of  the  earliest  woolen  manufacturers  in  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island,  their  business  being 
carried  on  under  the  firm  name  of  E.  &  J.  Davis, 
their  factory  being  located  at  what  was  then 
known  as  Davis's  Mills,  now  Davisville.  They 
began  with  a  wool  carding  and  cloth-dressing 
establishment,  which,  in  connection  with  weav- 


cturing  Co.,  Quidnick,  R.  I. 

versify,  and  was  elected  to  the  Presidency  of 
the  Ouidnick  Mfg.  Co.  in  1894.  Was  Treas- 
urer of  the  Ouidnick  Mfg.  Co.  until  1893.  Mr. 
Davis  is  also  a  director  of  several  banking 
institutions,  insurance  and  manufacturing  com- 
panies of  the  State.  John  H.  Hambly,  Treas- 
urer of  the  company,  was  born  in  Massachusetts, 
Oct.  22,  1861.  He  began  the  manufacturing 
business  in  Fall  River,  Mass.,  and  was  elected 
Assistant  Treasurer  of  the  Ouidnick  Mfg.  Co. 
in  1891  and  Treasurer  in  1893.  Mr.  Hambly 
was  elected  President  of  the  Providence  Board 
of  Trade  in  1899  and  re-elected  in  1900.  Mr.  Ham- 
bly has  been  a  member  of  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil of  the  Board  for  a  number  of  years,  and  chair- 
man of  the  Finance  Committee  for  five  years. 
The  recent  success  of  the  Board  is  in  a  large 
measure  due  to  his  enterprise  in  advancing  its 
interests. 
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Capron  &  Co.— Manufacturers  of  rolled  gold 
and  electro-plated  collar  buttons,  cuff  buttons, 
studs,  etc.    Business   established  January  i, 


Herbert  S.  Capron. 

1878,  the  firm  then  consisting  of  Harford  A. 
Capron,  Frank  E.  Capron  and  Herbert  S.  Cap- 
ron. The  t  wo  latter  members  being  brothers, 
the  first  named  being  an  uncle.  After  a  few 
years  Harford  A.  Capron  sold  his  interest,  and 
the  business  was  carried  on  by  the  brothers  un- 
til the  death  of  Frank  E.  Capron,  when  the 
business  passed  into  the  hands  of  Herbert  S. 
Capron.  The  business  was  moved  to  43  Sabin 
street.  Providence,  the  present  location,  in  1895. 
The  firm  has  been  very  successful  from  the  start. 
Herbert  S.  Capron  died  June  16,  1900,  leaving  a 
widow  and  one  son,  Herbert  W.  Capron,  who 
was  born  in  Providence,  July  5,  1882.  The 
business  is  now  carried  on  by  the  mother  and 
son  under  the  management  of  Mr.  Thomas  F. 
Kilkenney,  a  practical  jewelry  manufacturer. 

Baldwin  Motor  Wagon  Co.— Manufacturers  of 
all  kinds  of  steam  automobiles,  from  an  ordi- 
nary carriage  to  an  omnibus.  Business  estab- 
lished and  incorporated  in  1901,  under  the  laws 


of  Maine.  L.  V.  N.  Baldwin  is  the  general  man- 
ager of  the  business.  Mr.  Baldwin  is  one  of  the 
pioneers  in  the  manufacture  of  automobiles.  He 
made  the  first  steam  carriage  that  was  brought 
out  in  the  city  of  Providence,  which  was  a  de- 
livery wagon  for  Shepard  &  Co.  This  carriage 
has  been  very  much  improved  upon,  until  to-day 
the  company  that  he  is  at  the  head  of  have  a 
carriage  that  is  said  to  be  equal  in  speed  and 
power  to  any  steam  carriage  made  in  this  coun- 
try. The  company  are  now  making  three 
steam  omnibuses  to  be  sent  to  Porto  Rico, 
which  have  a  seating  capacity  for  fifteen  passen- 
gers. The  works  are  located  on  Calender 
street.  Providence.  Mr.  Baldwin  was  formerly 
superintendent  of  the  Cruickshank  Engine 
Works  of  Providence,  and  for  many  years  prior 
to  this  time  he  was  employed  in  the  leading 
machine  shops  of  the  city  as  an  expert  machin- 
ist, his  inventive  genius  proving  of  value  to  any 
concern  wherever  he  was  employed. 

Silverman  Bros. — Manufacturers  of  season- 
able novelties  in  rolled  gold  plate  and  electro- 
plate. Business  established  in  1898.  Works 
located  at  19  Calender  street.  Providence.  Em- 
ploy 85  hands.  Archibald  Silverman  was  born  in 
Russia,  March  5,  1880.  Charles  Silverman  was 
born  in  Russia  in  1877.  They  both  came  to  Amer- 
ica about  the  year  1891,  locating  in  Providence, 
where  they  learned  the  jewelry  business  and 
were  employed  by  a  number  of  Providence  con- 
cerns before  establishing  business  on  their  own 
account. 

Johh  T.  Cuddy  &  Co.  —  Manufacturers  of 
rolled  gold  plate  and  electro-plated  jewelry  ; 
general  line  for  ladies.  Business  established 
about  1885.  Works  located  at  25  Calender 
street,  Providence.  John  T.  Cuddy  died  about 
the  year  1892,  but  his  interest  was  retained  by 
members  of  the  family.  John  A.  Fleming, 
the  active  member  of  the  firm,  who  is  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  business,  was  born  in  Paw- 
tucket,  R.  I.,  July  3,  1858.  Their  goods  are 
sold  extensively  throughout  this  country,  and 
export  some  of  their  lines. 

Ralph  Colweli  &  Co.  —  Manufacturers  of 
worsted  goods  for  ladies'  and  men's  wear 
Business  established  by  Hopkins  &  Rhodes  in 
1887.  Works  located  at  9  Calender  street. 
Providence.  Employ  43  hands.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  firm  are  Ralph  Colweli,  a 
native  of  Scituate,  R.  I.,  and  Uriah  R.  Col- 
well,  a  native  of  Glocester,  R.  I. 
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PAWTUCKET,  R.  I. 


Sometime  prior  to  the  opening  of  the  Revoke 
tionary  War,  in  1775,  the  manufacturing  Hfe  of 
Pawtucket  had  begun  in  the  form  of  forges  in 
the  working  of  metals  for  various  purposes, 
which  were  owned  by  Joseph  Jenks,  Jr.,  and 
about  1783  Oziel  Wilkinson  established  a  forge 
for  similar  purposes  near  the  Falls,  wliere  the 
Jenks  forges  were  located.  He  made  anchors, 
tools,  and  different  kinds  of  implements,  includ- 
ing shovels,  spades  and  scythes,  doing  quite  an 
extensive  business  for  the  ship  owners  and  resi- 
dents of  the  adjoining  town  of  Providence. 
While  the  industrial  foundation  of  Pawtucket 


products  that  they  produce,  knitting  machines, 
etc.,  as  made  by  the  h^ales  &  Jenks  Machine  Co., 
Easton  &  Burnham  Machine  Co.,  Charles  A. 
Luther  &  Co.,  the  Pawtucket  Manufacturing 
Co.,  the  William  H.  Haskell  Co.,  George  W. 
Payne  &  Co.,  Potter  &  Atherton  Machine  Co., 
A.  E.  Tenney  Manufacturing  Co.,  James  Brown 
and  a  number  of  others,  all  producing'  the  high- 
est grade  of  goods  in  tlieir  various  specialties. 
The  citv.  however,  is  looked  upon  b\-  the  outside 
world  as  more  of  a  textile  manufacturing  center, 
with  the  modern  plant  of  the  Slater  Cotton  Co. 
on  Main  street,  a  creditable  representative  of 
the  name  of  Slater,  both  in  the  appearance  of  the 
mill    structures   and  the  class  and  volume  of 


 ii-'j^c 


Pawtucket  Falls,  1901. 


was  laid  in  the  iron  and  steel  industry,  when 
Samuel  Slater  completed  his  spinning  frame  here 
in  1790,  the  town  of  Pawtucket  became  famous 
as  the  home  of  the  textile  industry  in  America, 
and  forever  afterwards  to  be  credited  with  creat- 
ing the  first  successful  spinning  frame  that  was 
invented  in  this  country.  While  this  invention 
somewhat  changed  the  natural  tendency  of  the 
town  to  become  a  producer  of  iron  and  steel 
goods,  it  did  not  lessen  that  industry,  for  other 
metal  working  plants  have  been  built  from  time 
to  time  since  the  Jenks  and  Wilkinson  forges 
were  started,  giving  the  present  city  of  Paw- 
tucket a  wide  reputation  as  a  producer  of  textile 
machinerv,  bolt  and  nut  machinerv  and  the 


goods  produced.  Then  there  are  the  works  of 
the  Conant  Thread  Co.,  among  the  largest  in  the 
World,  the  Greene  &  Daniels  plant,  Hope  Web- 
bing Co.,  the  Littlefield  Manufacturing  Co., 
John  J.  Kenyon's  plant  in  Darlington,  Cumber- 
land Mills  Co.,  Lorraine  Manufacturing  Co., 
Dexter  Yarn  Co.,  D.  Goff  &  Sons,  near  Paw- 
tucket Falls,  makers  of  the  famous  braids ;  Leb- 
anon Mill  Co.,  Blodgett  &  Orswell,  and  others. 
These,  combined  with  the  manufacturing  plants 
in  the  adjoining  city  of  Central  Falls,  which 
are  included  within  the  same  radius,  make 
this  one  of  the  greatest  manufacturing  centers 
in  cotton,  woolen,  iron  and  steel  goods  to  be 
found  in  this  country  in  so  compact  an  area. 
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J.  &  P.  Coats,  Limited.  —  Manufacturers  of 
six  cord  spool  cotton.  Business  established  in 
1868  by  llezekiah  Conant,  under  the  name  of 
the  Conant  Thread  Co.  at  Pawtucket,  R.  I., 
where  the  works  are  still  located.  Mr.  Conant 
is  a  native  of  Dudley,  Mass.,  where  he  was  born 
July  28,  1827.  He  attended  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  town,  and  later  attended 
Nichols  Academy,  for  a  number  of  terms,  an 
important  institution  of  learning  in  the  town  of 
Dudley.  In  1845  he  began  to  learn  the  printing 
business,  but  after  serving  about  three  years  he 
abandoned  this  line  of  business  to  learn  the 
machinist  trade.  In 
1856  he  went  to  Web- 
ster, Mass.,  and  in- 
vented a  machine  for 
sewing  selvages  on  the 
woolen  goods  that  were 
being  woven  by  the 
Slaters  of  that  town. 
Among  other  inven- 
tions, Mr.  Conant 
brought  out  a  machine 
for  winding  thread 
automatically  on  to 
spools,  two  hundred 
yards  in  length,  and 
the  Willimantic  Linen 
Co.  purchased  a  one- 
half  interest  in  the 
patent  right,  and  Mr. 
Conant  was  employed 
by  that  company  to  be 
their  mechanical  ex- 
pert, February  i,  1859, 
where  he  remained 
nine  years.  During 
this  time  he  visited  England  and  Scotland  in 
the  interest  of  the  company,  inspecting  the 
thread  works  of  those  countries,  which  was  in 
1864.  In  Willimantic  he  invented  what  was 
known  as  a  "  ticketing  machine  "  which  sticks 
the  round  labels  on  both  ends  of  a  spool  of 
thread,  at  the  rate  of  100  a  minute.  After  leav- 
ing the  Willimantic  Linen  Co.  in  1868,  he 
moved  to  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  and  organized  a  new 
thread  company,  which  was  chartered  by  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  under  the  name  of  the  Conant 
Thread  Co.,  with  a  subscribed  capital  of  $30,000, 
Mr.  Conant  being  elected  Treasurer  and  Mana- 
ger.   The  first  factory  was  built  of  wood,  41 


Hezekiah  Conant. 


feet  wide  and  96  feet  long,  two  stories  high,  op- 
erating twisting  and  winding  machinery,  their 
yarn  being  imported  from  England.  Vrom  this 
No.  I  Mill  in  1868  the  great  plant  of  J.  &  P. 
Coats,  Limited,  has  developed,  and  Mr.  Conant 
is  entitled  to  the  success  that  has  followed 
the  undertaking  since  its  beginning.  Arrange- 
ments having  been  perfected  to  manufacture 
the  J.  &  P.  Coats  thread  for  America,  the  capital 
stock  was  gradually  increased  until  it  reached  a 
large  amount,  and  the  plant  was  gradually  in- 
creased in  size  until  it  now  consists  of  four  main 
buildings  three  and  four  stories  high,  built  of 

brick,  besides  an  office 
and  other  small 
buildings,  making  it 
one  of  the  largest  man- 
ufacturing plants  in 
this  country,  employ- 
ing upwards  of  3,000 
hands.  The  power  for 
the  works  is  supplied 
by  Corliss  engines  of 
more  than  4,000  horse 
power.  Mr.  Conant 
has  not  only  devoted 
his  time  to  the  manu- 
facture  of  cotton 
thread,  but  for  many 
years  he  has  done 
much  in  the  line  of 
philanthropy.  He  built 
several  school  build- 
ings for  Nichols  Acad- 
emy, of  Dudley,  Mass., 
the  place  of  his  nativ- 
ity, besides  providing 
other  improvements 
for  the  institution.  When  the  Congregational 
church  of  Dudley  was  destroyed  by  fire  Mr. 
Conant  built  a  new  edifice  to  take  its  place,  the 
corner  stone  of  which  was  laid  in  1890. 
In  Pawtucket  he  has  also  shown  his  liberal 
spirit  in  many  ways,  outside  of  the  great 
manufacturing  plant  which  has  been  of  so 
great  a  benefit  to  the  city,  which  was 
transferred  to  J.  &  P.  Coats,  Limited,  within 
the  past  few  years.  The  works  are  located  west 
of  the  N.  Y.,  N.  H.  &  H.  R.  R.  tracks,  some 
little  distance  away,  in  the  greatest  manufactur- 
ing part  of  the  city,  several  other  large  manu- 
facturing plants  being  located  in  this  vicinity. 
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Loridan  Worsted  Co. — Manufacturers  of  fine 
worsted  yarns  by  the  French  system.  Business 
incorporated  in  1901.  Capitalized  for  $100,000. 
Works  located  at  43  Sabin  street,  Providence. 
Employ  about  30  hands.  Mill  now  in  course  of 
construction  in  the  city  of  Woonsocket,  R.  I., 
which  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  the  first  of 
January,  1902.  The  Loridan  Worsted  Co.  plant 
will  then  be  removed  to  this  new  factory,  which 
is  situated  opposite  the  River  Spinning  Co.  fac- 
tory. Officers  :  Charles  Loridan,  President  and 
Manager ;  Ambrose  Feeley,  Secretary  and 
Treasurer.  Mr.  Loridan,  who  was  the  prime 
mover  in  the  establishment  of  the  business,  is  a 
native  of  Roubaix,  France.    He  was  a  first 


Co.  in  the  city  of  Providence,  and  very  soon 
plans  were  completed  to  build  a  mill  for  the 
company  in  Woonsocket,  as  already  mentioned. 
The  new  factory  will  have  a  capacity  of  about 
5,000  spindles,  and  it  will  be  equipped  with  the 
best  machinery  that  is  made  for  the  spinning  of 
worsted  yarns.  Mr.  Loridan  is  an  enterprising 
young  man,  possessing  unusual  ability  as  a 
mechanical  engineer  and  manufacturer.  Am- 
brose Feeley,  Judge  of  the  District  Court  of 
Woonsocket,  whose  enterprise  is  doing  a 
great  deal  of  good  for  the  city  in  the  way 
of  business  improvements,  has  charge  of 
the  financial  end  of  the  business  of  the 
corporation. 


Plant  of  J.  &  P.  Coats, 

graduate  of  the  National  School  D'arts  et 
Metiers,  and  after  following  the  occupation  of 
an  engineer  for  several  years  he  became  inter- 
ested in  the  manufacture  of  worsted  yarns.  He 
built  a  mill  in  France  for  the  manufacture  of 
yarns,  and  after  its  completion  the  owners 
placed  him  at  the  head  of  the  business  as  gen- 
eral manager,  since  which  time  he  has  devoted 
all  of  his  energies  in  the  line  of  textiles.  He 
came  to  America  as  a  representative  of  the 
Lafayette  Spinning  Co.  in  February,  1899,  and 
built,  in  the  city  of  Woonsocket,  the  Lafayette 
Worsted  Co.'s  Mill,  near  the  Hamlet  Mill. 
After  remaining  a  little  over  two  years,  he  left 
that  company  to  establish  the  Loridan  Worsted 


Limited,  Pawtucket,  R.  I. 

Fred  M.  Swartz. — Manufacturer  of  a  general 
line  of  ladies'  jewelry,  charms,  lockets,  and 
novelties  for  mail  order  business.  Business 
established  in  October,  1900.  Works  located 
at  25  Calender  street.  Providence.  Employs 
20  hands.  Fred  M.  Swartz  was  born  in 
Galecey,  Austria,  in  June,  1879.  Came  to 
America  about  1892. 

Providence  Sizing  Co. — Manufacturers  of  laun- 
dry and  mill  soaps,  sizings,  cotton  softeners,  fin- 
ishing pastes,  etc.  Business  established  in  1897. 
Works  located  at  Cranston,  R.  I.  Members  of 
the  firm  are  :  John  R.  Butterworth,  President  ; 
John  R.  Butterworth,  Jr.,  Vice-President  ;  Wal- 
ter Yates,  Treasurer. 
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ville,  R.  I.,  was 
tember  2,  1824. 
and  mercantile 


Sayles  Bleacheries. — William  F.  Sayles,  who 
established  the  Sayles  Bleacheries,  in  Sayles- 
born  in  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  Sep- 
After  receiving  a  good  classical 
education,  in  the  Fruit  Hill 
Classical  Institute,  the  Seekonk  Classical  School 
in  Rhode  Island,  and  in  the  Phillips  Academy, 
of  Andover,  Mass.,  he  entered  the  mercantile 
establishment  of  Shaw  &  Earle  of  Providence 
as  book-keeper,  later  as  salesman,  and  then  be- 
ing intrusted  with  the  financial  affairs  of  the 
concern.  He  began  manufacturing  in  1847. 
He  purchased  a  small  print  works  establish- 
ment in  the  town  of 
Lincoln,  near  Paw- 
tucket, and  he  at  once 
erected  new  buildings 
and  converted  the 
plant  into  a  bleachery, 
with  a  capacity  of 
about  two  and  a  half 
tons  daily.  Knowing 
very  little  about  the 
bleaching  business, and 
his  capital  being  very 
limited,  it  was  a  strug- 
gle for  a  number  of 
years,  but  he  finally 
mastered  the  business 
and  made  it  a  great 
success.  In  1854  the 
capacity  of  his  plant 
was  four  tons  daily, 
and  his  reputation  for 
doing  the  best  of  work 
brought  a  steady  busi- 
ness to  his  bleachery. 
In  June  of  that  year 
his  entire  plant  was  destroyed  by  fire.  He  im- 
mediately began  to  rebuild  the  works  on  a  much 
larger  scale,  erecting  buildings  of  a  more  endur- 
ing character,  and  before  the  close  of  the  year 
1854  the  bleachery  was  again  in  operation  with 
a  capacity  for  six  tons  daily.  From  that  time 
new  buildings  and  additions  were  erected  as  the 
business  of  the  bleachery  increased,  until  the 
capacity  of  the  plant  reached  more  than  fifty 
tons  a  day,  which  amounted  in  yards  to  about 
three  thousand  of  bleached  cotton  goods.  The 
illustration  of  the  works  shown  herewith  repre- 
sents the  plant  as  it  appears  at  the  present  with 
the  exception  of  a  new  building  now  in  course 


William  F.  Sayles. 


of  construction.  'I  hese  bleacheries  are  said  to 
be  by  far  the  largest  of  any  in  the  world. 

In  1863  Mr.  Sayles'  brother,  Frederick  C. 
Sayles,  who  became  the  first  Mayor  of  the  city 
of  Pawtucket,  became  a  partner  in  the  business, 
the  firm  name  then  being  changed  to  W.  F.  & 
F.  C.  Sayles,  although  the  plant  was  always 
known  as  the  Sayles  Bleacheries.  The  firm 
built  the  Moshassuck  Valley  Railroad,  connect- 
ing Saylesville  and  their  works  with  the  New 
York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad  at 
Woodlawn.  The  firm  were  also  the  builders  of 
the  Lorraine  Mills,  a  little  farther  down  the 

Moshassuck  River  Val- 
ley, and  one  of  the 
largest  plants  in  the 
State.  William  F. 
Sayles  died  May  7, 
1894.  At  this  time  he 
was  President  of  the 
Slater  Cotton  Co.,  of 
Pawtucket,  of  which  he 
was  the  originator,  also 
a  director  in  the  Pone- 
mah  Mills  of  Connecti- 
cut, and  a  director  or 
stockholder  in  various 
mills  and  enterprises  in 
Massachusetts  and 
elsewhere.  He  was 
also  President  of  the 
Slater  National  Bank 
of  Pawtucket,  and  a  di- 
rector in  the  third  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Provi- 
dence. He  served  two 
terms  in  the  State  Sen- 
ate, but  beyond  this 
He  was  a  mem- 
Brown  Univer- 


would  not  accept  public  ofifice. 
ber  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
sity,  and  in  1878  he  donated  the  sum  of  ;^ 50,000 
to  that  institution  for  the  erection  of  a  building 
as  a  memorial  to  his  son  who  died  during  his 
Sophomore  year  in  that  college.  He  later  in- 
creased the  gift  to  j^ioo.ooo,  and  the  Sayles 
Memorial  Hall  was  completed  and  dedicated  in 
June,  i88r.  His  son,  Frank  A.  Sayles,  is  at 
present  the  sole  owner  of  the  Sayles  Bleach- 
eries, as  well  as  the  Phillipsdale  Bleacheries, 
both  of  which  he  operates,  his  general  manager 
being  Charles  O.  Read. 

Frederick  C.  Sayles,  who  was  so  long  identi- 
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fied  with  the  business  of  W.  F.  &  F.  C.  Sayles, 
was  born  in  Pawtucket,  July  17,  1835.  After 
completing  his  education  at  the  University 
Grammar  School,  and  the  East  Greenwich 
Academy,  where  he  graduated  in  1853,  he 
entered  the  bleachery  that  had  been  established 
by  his  brother  at  Saylesville,  earning  five  shil- 
lings a  day  for  doing  the  sweeping  of  floors,  in- 
voicing goods,  and  other  minor  services.  For 
ten  years  he  labored  in  nearly  every  department 
of  the  business,  making  himself  familiar  with 
every  detail,  so  that  when  he  was  admitted  as  a 
member  of  the  firm. in  1863,  he  was  master  of 
every  department.  In  igoo  Mr.  Sayles  built  a 
new  bleachery  in  Phillipsdale,  after  he  had  sold 


J.  A.  McCarron  &  Co.  —  Manufacturers  of 
rolled  plate  and  electro-plated  jewelry,  including 
scarf  pins,  brooches,  ear  drops,  rings,  etc.  Busi- 
ness established  in  1895.  John  McCarron,  the 
proprietor,  was  born  in  Providence,  March  13, 
1 87 1.  Works  located  at  16  Calender  street, 
Providence. 

Almy,  Stone  &  Co.  —  Refiners  of  gold  and 
silver.  Business  established  in  1901.  Works 
located  at  33  Mathewson  street.  Providence. 
The  members  of  the  firm  are  William  F. 
Almy,  who  is  a  native  of  Providence  ;  William 
H.  Stone,  also  a  native  of  Providence, 
where  he  was  born  April  23,  1866,  and  Thomas 
Hanley. 


Sayles  Bleacheries 

his  interest  in  the  bleacheries  at  Savlesville, 
which  was  constructed  of  light  colored  brick, 
the  tall  chimney  being  composed  of  the  same 
light  colored  material,  making  it  very  imposing 
and  attractive,  because  it  can  be  seen  from  a 
long  distance  on  account  of  its  white  appear- 
ance. These  works  were  sold  or  leased  to 
Frank  A.  Sayles,  the  owner  of  the  Sayles 
Bleacheries,  both  of  which  are  operated 
by  him.  F.  C.  Sayles  has  been  one  of  the 
influential  men  of  the  city  of  Pawtucket, 
being  its  first  Mayor,  was  the  first  man  to 
sign  the  call  for  the  Pawtucket  Business 
Men's  Association,  a  progressive  body,  and 
in  many  other  ways  he  has  shown  his  public 
spirit. 


,  Saylesville,  R.  I.  ^ 

John  A.  Hamblin. — Manufacturer  of  electrical 
goods,  his  specialty  being  arc  lamps.  Business 
established  in  1899.  Works  located  at  16  Calen- 
der street.  Providence.  John  A.  Hamblin  was 
born  in  Falmouth,  Mass.,  January  14,  1864.  His 
goods  are  sold  in  all  parts  of  the  country. 

Manufacturers  Specialties  Co. — Manufacturers 
of  machinery  specialties.  Business  established 
and  owned  by  Abel  T.  Atherton,  who  is  a  native 
of  Lowell,  Mass.,  where  he  was  born  in  August, 
1839.  Works  located  at  12  Beverly  street. 
Providence. 

A.  L.  Stearns  &  Co. — Manufacturers  of  cellu- 
loid combs  and  novelties.  Business  established 
in  1880  by  Bailey  &  Stearns.  Works  located  at 
16  Calender  street.  Providence.  Albert  L. 
Stearns,  Proprietor. 


lUOCRAI'lIICAL  HISTORY  OF  TH1<:  MANUFACTURERS 


CENTRAL  FALLS. 

While  the  Jenks'  and  Wilkinson  forges  were 
in  operation  in  the  town  of  Pawtucket,  there 
were  a  few  ambitious  men  in  the  adjoinmg  town 
of  what  is  now  the  city  of  Central  Falls,  who 
made  use  of  the  waters  of  the  Blackstone  River 
for  various  kind  of  manufacturing.  In  1777 
Benjamin  Cozzens  of  Providence,  who  was  at 
this  time  operating  a  fulling  mill  at  Pawtucket 
trails,  purchased  a  water  privilege  in  Central 
Falls  on  the  Blackstone  River,  about  where  the 
Stafford  Manufacturing  Co.'s  plant  is  now  lo- 
cated. He  evidently  intended  to  utilize  the 
water  power,  but  in  1780  he  sold  the  property 
to  Charles  Keene,  who  built  a  dam  across  the 
river  the  same  year  that  the  purchase  was  made, 
which  was  the  first  dam  built  in  the  town  across 
the  Blackstone.  He  proceeded  to  erect  a  fac- 
tory for  the  manufacture  of  scythes  and  other 
edge  tools,  one  part  being  used  by  a  Mr.  West, 
manufacturer  of  chocolate,  which  gave  to  this 
section  of  the  village  the  name  of  "Chocolate 
Mills."  In  1784  Mr.  Keene  sold  to  Levi  Hall, 
a  merchant  of  Providence,  a  one-third  interest 
in  this  water  privilege,  and  these  gentlemen 
were  the  sole  owners  of  the  entire  water  power 
of  Central  Falls  at  this  time.  Upon  the  death 
of  Charles  Keene  and  Levi  Hall,  their  widows 
sold  the  entire  property  in  1796  to  Stephen 
Jenks,  Stephen  Jenks,  Jr.,  and  Moses  Jenks, 
and  in  1806  Stephen  Jenks  was  the  principal 
owner  of  the  Central  Fall  water  power.  In  1808 
the  old  Chocolate  Factory  was  occupied  by  the 
Smithfield  Manufacturing  Co.,  manufacturers 
of  cotton  yarns,  with  400  spindles.  In  181 1 
Stephen  Jenks  built  a  machine  shop  upon  this 
site  for  the  manufacture  of  muskets  for  the 
United  States  Government,  part  of  which  was 
afterwards  used  as  a  machine  shop  by  Stephen 
Jenks  &  Sons,  and  the  balance  of  the  building 
for  the  manufacture  of  cotton  cloth.  This 
building  was  burned  in  January,  1829,  and  soon 
after  a  mill  was  built  by  Lemuel  H.  Arnold  and 
Palemon  Wolcott,  for  the  manufacture  of  cotton 
duck,  which  was  known  as  the  "Duck  Mill." 
Charles  Moies  and  George  F.  Jenks  bought  the 
Duck  Mill  estate  in  1832,  and  the  firm  of  Moies, 
Ingraham  &  Co.,  began  the  manufacture  of  cot- 
ton thread.  The  lot  on  which  the  mill  stood 
was  sold  to  Rufus  Stafford,  and  is  now  a  part  of 
the  Stafford  Mfg.  Co.  property.  In  1833  the 
owners  of  the  Central  Falls  water  privilege  had 


their  property  platted  and  divided  into  six  water 
privileges.  Each  privilege  was  to  have  an  aper- 
ture in  the  side  of  the  trench  six  feet  long  and 
two  feet  deep  below  the  top  of  the  dam,  and  in 
after  years  the  apertures  were  increased  in  size, 
all  of  which  were  readily  sold  to  as  many  manu- 
facturing concerns.  The  Nos.  i  and  2  privileges 
were  bought  by  John  Kennedy  and  David  and 
George  Jenks,  respectively,  both  of  which  were 
finally  bought  by  the  Stafford  Mfg.  Co.,  which 
company  is  still  the  owner. 

The  Stafford  Mfg.  Co.,  the  F'arwell  Worsted 
Co.,  and  the  American  Hair  Cloth  Co.  now  own 
all  of  the  water  power  on  the  Blackstone  River  at 
this  point  in  Central  Falls.  The  present  dam 
was  built  by  Rufus  J.  Stafford  in  1863.  The 
old  dam  was  located  just  above  the  bridge,  and 
the  mill  trench  ran  under  the  roadway.  When 
the  new  dam  was  built  there  was  a  new  appor- 
tionment of  the  privileges,  and  the  two  trenches, 
the  main  trench  leading  to  all  of  the  mills,  and 
the  independent  Stafford  trench,  were  con- 
structed. The  present  apertures  allowed  to 
each  of  the  original  six  privileges  are  twenty-six 
feet  each,  and  vary  in  depth  from  19  to  24 
inches,  according  to  position  on  the  trench. 
From  these  water  privileges  the  principal  manu- 
facturing business  of  the  town  and  city  has  de- 
veloped, but  many  more  important  industries 
have  been  built  up  in  the  manufacturing  line 
within  the  city  limits  that  have  not  enjoyed  the 
privileges  that  the  Blackstone  afforded,  which 
include  the  New  England  Electrolytic  Copper 
Co.,  whose  works  are  located  near  the  junction 
of  the  Boston  line  tracks  with  those  of  the 
Worcester  Road,  the  U.  S.  Cotton  Co.,  on 
Foundry  street,  and  a  number  of  other  concerns 
located  in  different  parts  of  the  city. 

There  was  another  dam  built  across  the  Black- 
stone River  a  few  hundred  feet  above  the  dam 
at  Pawtucket  Falls,  somewhere  about  1792, 
which  provided  about  the  same  amount  of  power 
for  the  mill  owners  in  Pawtucket  as  was  fur- 
nished the  manufacturers  at  Central  Falls  at 
the  dam  built  by  Charles  Keene,  and  there  was 
a  similar  division  of  the  water  power,  which  was 
occasioned  by  the  building  of  Sargent's  Trench, 
a  canal  that  extended  under  Main  street,  empty- 
ing into  the  river  proper  again  below  Pawtucket 
Falls.  This  upper  dam  supplied  this  trench  with 
a  given  amount  of  water,  as  well  as  the  mills 
situated  on  the  dam,  which  included  Samuel 
Slater's  original  mill. 
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Stafford  Manufacturing  Co. — Manufacturers 
of  cotton  yarns.  Business  established  by 
Rufus  J.  Stafford,  who  carried  on  the  business 
for  several  years  prior  to  i860  at  the  No.  i 
privilege  of  the  Central  Falls  dam  that  was 
built  by  Charles  Keene  in  1780.  The  business 
was  incorporated  under  the  present  name  in 
1864,  the  principal  stockholders  being  Joseph 
Wood  and  John  A.  Adams.  Upon  the  death  of 
Mr.  Wood  in  1S73,  ^^i"-  Adams  became  the 
President  and  Treasurer  of  the  company, 
which  positions  he  held  until  his  death.  May  24, 
1892.  His  son,  John  F.  Adams,  then  became 
the  President  and  Agent  of  the  corporaton,  and 
still  holds  those  positions.  The  position  of 
Treasurer  is  held  hy  his  son,  Rufus  S.  Adams, 
E.  S.  Binford  being  the  Secretary  of  the  com- 
pany. The  mills  of  this  company  are  situated 
on  both  sides  of  the  river  near  the  bridge  in 
Central  Falls,  R.  T.    Mr.  John  F.  Adams  has 


America  in  1855,  who  settled  in  Woonsocket, 
R.  ].,  where  he  attended  the  public  schools  part 
of  the  time,  and  part  of  the  time  was  employed 
in  one  of  the  mills  of  that  town  until  he  was 
ten  years  of  age.  When  he  was  eighteen  he 
entered  the  machine  shop  of  the  Flarris 
Woolen  Co.,  and  after  serving  his  time  as  an 
apprentice  he  secured  a  position  in  James 
Brown's  machine  shop  of  Pawtucket,  and  later 
went  to  work  for  the  Fales  &  Jenks  Machine 
Co.  Here  he  remained  until  he  began  business 
on  his  own  account,  his  specialty  being  a  patent 
shell  roll,  which  is  superior  to  the  old  fashioned 
roll.  It  can  be  adjusted  to  all  kinds  of  spin- 
ning frames,  and  greatl}^  facilitates  the  work, 
besides  cheapening  the  cost  and  improving  the 
(|uality  of  the  work.  Mr.  Jackson  has  also 
brought  out  many  more  important  patents  in 
machinery  and  small  tools.  Walter  H.  Jack- 
son, the  Treasurer  and  Sccretarv  of  the  corn- 


View  of  Central  Falls,  R.  I.,  from  the  Belfry  of  Greene  &  Daniels  Mills,  Showing  the  Site  of  the 
Original  Charles  Keene  Dam,  Some  500  Feet  Above  the  Present  Dam. 


been  a  member  of  the  Common  Council  of 
Pawtucket  for  several  years,  and  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  for  the  years 
1892  and  1893.  In  many  other  ways  he  has 
shown  his  public  spirit  as  a  citizen  of  this  city. 
In  1864  he  purchased  the  Lanseville  Manufac- 
turing Co.  plant  of  Lanesville,  Mass.,  which  he 
developed  into  a  model  manufacturing  plant, 
and  the  people  of  the  town,  to  show  their 
appreciation,  have  changed  the  name  of  the 
place  to  Adamsdale. 

Jackson  Patent  Shell  Roll  Co. — Manufac- 
turers of  cotton  machinery,  the  Jackson  patent 
shell  roll,  tools,  etc.  Business  established  in 
1886  by  David  Jackson.  Incorporated  in  1889. 
Works  located  at  47  Bagle}^  street,  Pawtucket, 
R.  I.  Employ  25  hands.  Officers :  David 
Jackson,  President  and  General  Manager; 
Walter  H.  Jackson,  Treasurer  and  Secretary. 
David  Jackson,  the  President  of  the  corpora- 
tion, was  born  in  Lancashire,  England, 
March  2,  1847.  He  came  with  his  parents  to 
(16) 


pany,  was  born  in  Johnston,  R.  I.,  November  7, 
1870.  His  youth  was  spent  in  the  borough  of 
Danielson,  Conn.  He  has  handled  very  suc- 
cessfuUv  the  financial  end  of  the  business. 

The  R.  Bliss  Manufacturing  Co. — Manufac- 
turers of  hardware  specialties,  hand  screws, 
mallets,  car  gates  and  novelties.  Business  es- 
tablished in  1832  by  Rufus  Bliss.  Incorporated 
in  1873.  Capitalized  for  $150,000.  Employ 
350  hands.  One  of  the  largest  manufacturers 
of  toy  novelties  in  the  United  States.  Works 
located  at  535  Main  street,  Pawtucket,  R.  I. 
Of^cers :  Henry  F.  Willard,  President :  N.  H. 
Colwell,  General  Manager;  W.  R.  Clark.  Secre- 
tary and  Treasurer.  The  car  gates  made  by 
this  company  are  in  general  use  throughout 
the  country  on  steam  and  electric  cars,  being 
considered  the  safest  and  easiest  gate  to  oper- 
ate that  is  manufactured.  Power  for  the  plant 
is  supplied  wholly  by  steam.  This  is  one  of 
the  most  substantial  manufacturing  concerns 
of  the  .State. 


242 


KIOGRAPHICAL  HISTORY  OF  THE  MANUFACTURKRS 


Farwell  Worsted  Mills. — Manufacturers  of 
worsted  gmxls  fi)r  men's  wear.  lUisiness  es- 
tablished in  iX<;4.  Mills  hjcated  in  Central 
b'alls,  R.  I.,  and  in  Middleboro,  Mass.  Busi- 
ness begun  in  Middleboro  Mill  a  few  years 
ago.  Frederick  S.  Farwell,  the  proprietor,  is 
a  native  of  New  Fane,  Vt.,  where  he  was  born 
[anuary  ii,  1843.  After  completing  his  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town, 
which  was  at  a  very  early  age,  he  went  to 
work  in  a  woolen  factorv  in  Millville,  Mass., 


years.  He  then  went  to  I'ascoag  to  take 
charge  of  the  weaving  njom  for  I'hili])  Haw- 
kins. After  remaining  one  year  he  engaged 
with  A.  L.  Sayles  of  the  same  ]>lace  as  Superin- 
tendent of  his  extensive  ])lant,  which  position 
he  filled  for  nine  years.  His  experience  hav- 
ing made  him  familiar  with  every  branch  of 
the  woolen  manufacturing  business,  he  had  a 
desire  to  begin  making  goods  on  his  own  ac- 
count. In  accord  with  this  ambition  he  en- 
tered into  partnership  with  William  Tinkham, 
a  veteran  manufacturer,  in  1873.    Their  manu- 


Farwell  Worsted  Mills,  Central  Falls,  R.  I. 


where  he  learned  to  weave,  remaining  in  the 
employ  of  that  company  for  about  five  years, 
'j  his  was  the  beginning  of  a  career  in  manu- 
facturing that  few  men  in  New  England  have 
e(|ualled,  with  the  limited  advantages  that  Mr. 
Farwell  had  to  contend  with.  From  Millville 
he  went  to  Uxbridge,  Mass.,  where  he  engaged 
in  making  loom  harnesses  and  chains  at  the 
Sayles  Mills.  In  January,  1861,  he  went  to 
(jraniteville,  R.  1.,  and  entered  the  employ  of 
Phetteplace  &  Seagraves  as  section  hand  in 
the  weaving  room  of  their  mill,  remaining  two 


facturing  ])lant  was  located  in  I  farrisville, 
R.  1.,  the  business  ])eing  carried  on  under  the 
firm  name  of  Tinkham  &  Farwell  until  1884, 
wlien  Mr.  Farwell  sold  his  interest  to  Mr. 
Tinkham.  Fie  then  entered  into  partnership 
with  Charles  Fletcher  and  operated  the  Na- 
tional Worsted  Mills  at  ( )lney ville,  Mr.  Far- 
well  introducing  and  superintending  the  weav- 
ing department.  He  ])urchased  Mr.  Fletcher's 
interest  in  1891,  and  as  he  was  the  largest 
stockholder  in  the  corporation  he  practically 
conducted  tlie  l)usiness.    In  i8()3  the  National 
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Worsted  Mills  were  consolidated  with  the 
Providence  Worsted  Mills,  in  which  Mr. 
Fletcher  was  the  controllino^  owner,  the  com- 
bined companies  beinn^  chartered  by  the  Rhode 
Island  General  Assembly  nnder  the  name  of 
the  National  and  Providence  Worsted  Mills, 
and  capitalized  at  $2,000,000.  When  the  Na- 
tional Worsted  Mills  were  started  by  Mr.  Far- 
well,  they  had  in  operation  some  75  looms, 
bnt  when  the  consolidation  took  place  there 
were  337  looms  in  operation.  For  eighteen 
months  he  remained  with  the  new  corporation 
as  Superintendent  of  the  weaving  mills,  and 
then  tendered  his  resignation.  In  1894  he 
purchased  the  Central   Falls  Woolen  Mills. 


(hvided  into  six  privileges.  The  old  dam  was 
built  above  the  present  bridge,  and  when  the 
new  dam  was  built  Ijelow  the  bridge  there  was 
a  new  apportionment  of  the  water  privilege, 
one  of  which  the  Farwell  Worsted  Mills  are 
now  the  rightful  owners  of.  The  plant  is  also 
supplied  with  steam  power  to  the  extent  of  300 
horse  power,  by  a  Harris-Corliss  engine,  and 
the  works  are  supplied  with  their  own  electric 
lighting  plant. 

'The  Farwell  W^^rsted  ^iills  No.  2.  of  Middlc- 
boro.  Mass.,  were  purchased  bv  Mr.  Farwell 
a  few  years  ago.  after  the  mills  had  been  idle 
for  some  time.  .Mr.  I'^arwcll  e(|uipped  them 
with  modern  machinery  and  1)egan  manufac- 


Farwell  Worsted  Mills,  No.  2,  Middleboro,  Mass. 


which  is  the  plant  now  occupied.  When  he 
took  charge  of  the  mills  there  were  but  39 
looms  in  operation,  but  inside  of  a  very  few 
months  there  were  142  looms  turning  out  a 
fine  grade  of  worsteds,  and  the  mill  property 
has  been  very  much  improved  and  the  equip- 
ment throughout  is  modern  in  every  respect. 
Some  525  hands  are  employed  in  the  Central 
Falls  mills  and  about  100  in  the  INIiddleboro  mill. 
The  Central  h~alls  mills  are  situated  on  the 
Blackstone  River,  from  which  stream  they  are 
supplied  with  about  300  horse  ])ower  through 
three  turbines,  which  is  the  original  grant  as 
provided  in  1833,  when  the  waters  at  the  dam 
built  by  Charles  Keene  in  Central  Falls  were 


turing  worsted  goods  the  same  year  of  the 
purchase  of  the  property.  They  are  situated 
on  the  Nemasket  River,  from  which  they 
utilize  about  80  horse  power  through  a  Rodrey 
Hunt  turbine,  and  a  Harris-Corliss  engine  of 
TOO  horse  power  supplies  the  rest  of  the  power 
required  for  the  running  of  the  plant. 

J.  Harvey  Merrill  is  the  Superintendent  of 
the  Central  Falls  ]\Iills.  and  Charles  Hacking 
is  Superintendent  of  the  mills  at  Middleboro. 

Mr.  Farwell  is  prominent  in  the  various 
clubs  and  associations  of  the  State.  He  is  a 
past  master  of  Granite  Lodge,  of  Free  Ma.sons. 
and  a  member  of  Calvary  Commandery  of 
Providence. 
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John  J.  Kenyon  Manufacturing  Co. —  Alanu 
l';uM lUH'i's  III"  plain  and  fanes  tapes  and  braids 
I'or  inannfaci urcrs'  use,  hoot,  shoe  and  corset 
lacins^s,  slay  hinchnji',  i^lazed  yarns,  sjxx)!  cot- 
ton and  eords.  Ilusiness  estaldished  in  i>^(>y 
hy  Thomas  Kenyon  &  Son.  I neor])orated  in 
April,  1897,  under  the  present  name,  the  ca])i- 
tahzation  being-  $100,000.  Emph^y  300  hands. 
Officers:  John  J.  Kenyon.  President  and 
Treasurer ;  Robert  A.  Kenyon,  Vice  President  ; 
John  F.  Kenyon,  Secretary:  James  Kenyon, 
Superintendent,  johu  J.  Kenyon,  the  Presi- 
dent and  Treasurer  of  the  corporation,  was 
Lancashire, 


born  in 
England, 
25,  1836. 


November 
At  the  age 
of  eight  he  went  to 
work  as  a  tier  boy  to 
block  printers,  attend- 
ing school  half  of  the 
time  and  working  the 
other  half.  At  the  age 
of  fourteen  he  was  ap- 
prenticed to  Walker 
&  Son  of  Manchester, 
England,  where  he 
learned  the  manufac- 
ture and  iinishing  of 
cloth  in  all  the 
branches,  which  in- 
eluded  spinning, 
weaving,  bleaching, 
dyeing,  and  printing. 
After  completing  his 
trade  he  came  to 
America  in  1855  and 
secured  employment 
in  the  original  Pem- 
berton  Mill,  of  Lawrence,  Mass.,  where  he  was 
at  work  in  1860.  when  the  mill  building  col- 
lapsed, causing  a  great  loss  of  life.  Mr. 
Kenyon  escaped  with  no  serious  bodily  harm. 
After  this  he  went  to  Philadelphia,  I 'a.,  and 
remained  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebel- 
lion, when  he  returned  to  England,  to  return 
again  to  America  in  1863,  locating  in  Paw- 
tucket,  R.  L  In  company  with  his  father  he 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  tapes  and 
braids  in  the  old  Greene  Mill  at  56  East  ave- 
nue, the  firm  name  being  Thomas  Kenyon  & 
Son.  Upon  the  death  of  his  father  he  carried 
on  the  business  in  his  own  name,  which  in-^ 


John  J.  Kenyon. 


creased  so  ra|)idl\  the  old  mill  was  not  largi- 
enough  to  handle  the  business,  and  other' 
rooniN  were  iiired  in  other  buildings,  until  four 
different  shops  were  in  oj^eration  besides  the 
original  factory.  This  arrangement  so  divided 
the  business,  Mr.  Kenyon  found  it  difficult  to 
l)ersonally  superintend  the  departments,  and 
in  order  to  bring  them  all  together  under  one 
roof,  in  1895  he  erected  a  factory  in  that  part 
of  Pawtucket  known  as  Darlington,  300  feet 
long  by  50  feet  wide,  an  illustration  of  which 
is  shown  upon  the  opposite  page.  This  fac- 
tory has  proven  of  great  advantage  to  the  city 

by  its  location  at  the 
northeastern  part  of 
the  city,  where  there 
was  very  little  that  in- 
dicated business  life 
when  Air.  Kenyon  laid 
the  foundation  for  his 
mill.  Now  there  is 
quite  a  thickly  settled 
neighborhood,  round- 
about the  factory,  and 
every  year  notes  a 
gradual  growth.  The 
mill  is  ecjuipped  with 
all  of  the  modern  ma- 
chinery recjuired  in 
the  manufacture  of 
their  goods,  and  the 
power  for  the  plant  is 
supplied  by  a  Harris- 
Corliss  steam  engine 
of  150  horse  power, 
and  the  company  have 
their  own  electric 
lighting  plant.  Their 


products  are  sold  throughout  the  United 
States,  principally  among  manufacturers,  and 
some  of  their  goods  are  exported. 

Mr.  Kenyon  has  been  one  of  the  most  re- 
spected and  influential  citizens  of  the  city  for 
many  years,  his  methods  of  doing  business 
being  such  as  to  win  the  confidence  and  good 
will  of  every  concern  that  he  had  dealings 
with,  and  this  confidence  prompted  the  Repub- 
lican i'arty  of  the  city  of  Pawtucket  to  nomi- 
nate him  for  the  office  of  Mayor  in  the  spring 
of  Kjoi.  Mr.  Kenyon  was  Acting  Mayor  of 
i'awtuckct  in  i8i)(),  and  his  administration  was 
ka  thorougliK'  business  one,  dex  oted  to  the  best 
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interests  of  the  community,  which  was  natural 
from  his  method  of  doing  everything  well  that 
comes  to  his  hands.  Mr.  Kenyon  is  assisted 
in  his  management  of  the  afifairs  of  the  cor- 
poration by  his  three  sons,  who  have  been 
brought  up  in  the  business. 

J.  S.  White  Co. — Manufacturers  of  iron  cast- 
ings, shafting,  hangers,  pulleys,  furnaces,  and 
do  general  machinery  work.  Business  estab- 
lished in  1847  '^y  J-  S.  White,  who  was  one  of 
the  most  highly  respected  citizens  of  Paw- 
tucket.  Foundry  located  at  22  Dexter  street, 
Pawtucket.    The  business  is  now  under  the 


Central  Falls.  Employs  about  35  workmen. 
Power  supplied  by  a  25  horse  power  engine. 
lUiilding  is  40  by  100  feet,  three  stories. 

Nasonville  Woolen  Mill. — Manufacturers  of 
cassimeres.  Factory  located  at  Nasonville, 
R.  I.,  in  the  town  of  Burrillville,  two  miles 
below  Glendale.  Employ  100  hands.  Power 
derived  from  the  Branch  River.  Leonard 
Nason  began  the  manufacture  of  axes  and  hoes 
as  early  as  1826,  at  this  place,  he  having  built 
a  dam  and  erected  a  factory  at  that  time. 
About  1838  he  leased  a  portion  of  his  factory 
to  John  L.  Hughes  and  Henry  Carpenter  for 


Iff 
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John  J.  Kenyon  Mfg.  Co.  Plant,  Darlington,  Pawtucket,  R.  I. 


I 


management  of  Flenry  T.  White  and  C.  E. 
Butterworth. 

Perseverence  Worsted  Co. — ^Manufacturers 
of  fancy  worsted  goods.  Business  established 
in  1883  by  James  H.  Singleton,  the  present 
Treasurer  of  the  company,  who  was  born  in 
Bradford,  England.  He  came  to  America  the 
same  year  that  the  business  of  this  company 
was  begun.  Does  a  business  of  upwards  of 
$1,000,000  annually.  Works  located  in  Woon- 
socket,  R.  I. 

Albert  Frost. — Manufacturer  of  paper  boxes. 
Business  established  in  1868  by  the  present 
owner.    Works  located  at  448  High  street, 


the  manufacture  of  kerseys,  then  known  as 
igger  cloth.  About  1850  the  works  were 
increased  in  size,  and  the  manufacture  of  axes 
and  hoes  was  carried  on  extensively,  the  mill 
having  a  capacity  of  1000  axes  a  day,  besides 
other  tools.  These  works  were  nearly  all  de- 
stroyed by  fire  in  1:871,  May  15th.  Another 
building  was  burned  in  1881,  and  the  next 
spring  the  foundation  for  the  present  mill  was 
laid.  After  being  operated  by  several  concerns, 
in  1886  Joshua  Perkins  leased  the  property,  and 
has  carried  on  the  business  since  that  time. 
The  place  is  one  of  the  very  attractive  mill 
villages  of  the  State. 
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Harrison  Yarn  &  Dyeing  Co. —  Mamifac- 
turers  aiul  (Ivors  of  ct)tl()n,  woolen  and  worsted 
yarns  and   raw   stocl^.     I'nsiiicss  cstahlisliefl 


Richard  Harrison. 


in  1863  t)y  Richard  Harrison  and  Tliomas 
Hayley.  Incorporated  in  1893  and  capitalized 
at  $75,000,  which  was  increased  to  $150,000 
in  1900.  Works  located  at  184  Front  street, 
Pawtucket,  R.  I.  Employ  200  hands.  Officers: 
Richard  Harrison,  President  and  Treasurer; 
Charles  E.  Harrison,  Assistant  Treasurer  and 
General  Manager:  Elmer  E.  Lent,  Superin- 
tendent. 

Richard  Harrison,  the  P'resident  and  Treas- 
urer of  the  corporation,  was  born  in  Hudders- 
field,  Yorkshire,  England,  March  29,  1827, 
where  he  learned  his  trade,  and  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  years  had  charge  of  the  largest  dye 
house  in  Yorkshire,  employing  300  hands.  He 
came,  to  America  in  1849  took  charge  of 
the  dyeing  department  of  the  Rockville  Manu- 
facturing Co.,  Rockville,  R.  L,  where  he  dyed 
the  first  cotton  warps  ever  dyed  in  this  State 
in  fancy  colors.  He  was  at  work  in  Volun- 
town  in  1857,  and  from  there  moved  to  Hay- 
deiiville,  Mass.,  thence  to  Oakland,  R.  I., 
where  he  was  boss  dyer  for  John  L.  Ross.  He 
remained  there  for  two  years  and  then  came 
to  Pawtucket  to  work  for  Greene  &  Daniels  at 
the  head  of  their  dyeing  department.  He  re- 
mained with  them  one  year  and  then  began 
business  on  his  own  account  in  company  with 
Thomas  Hayley  under  the  firm  name  of 
Hayley  &  Harrison,  in  1863,  in  the  basement 


of  the  i'ayne  &  Taylor  lUiilding  on  East  avc- 
luie,  l*a\vtucket,  where  they  were  supplied 
with  water  from  Sargent's  trench,  which 
tap])ed  the  IMackstone  River  at  the  upper  dam 
at  i'awtucket  halls.  Here  Mr.  Harrison  began 
the  dyeing  of  worsted  dress  braids  and  was 
the  first  regular  dyer  of  these  goods  in  the 
country.  In  a  few  months  the  business  had 
increased  to  5,000  pounds  per  day.  After  six 
months  in  this  location  they  began  the  founda- 
tion of  the  present  extensive  plant  on  I'rcjnt 
street,  which  was  completed  in  1865,  when 
they  moved  the  business  to  the  new  factory. 
In  1868  he  l)OUght  out  his  partner's  interest 
and  took  in  as  members  of  the  firm  Owen  & 
Clark,  manufacturers  of  fine  worsted  yarns, 
and  Goodman  &  Hoard,  manufacturers  of  knit 
goods.  It  was  at  this  time  that  Mr.  Harrison 
undertook  the  dyeing  and  bleaching  of  German 
Floss  Worsted,  which  up  to  then  had  never 
been  done  in  this  country,  but  he  succeeded  in 
producing  results  that  equaled  the  foreign 
product,  blue  whites  being  his  specialty.  The 
following  year  the  company  began  the  manu- 
facture of  woolen  yarns  in  various  sections  of 
the  State,  but  this  branch  of  the  business  was 
given  up  in  1879,  ^^'^^  interests  owned  by  his 
partners  at  that  time  being  pvuxhased  by  Mr. 
Harrison.  The  style  of  the  company  was  R. 
Harrison  &  Co.,  after  Mr.  Hayley  sold  his 
interest  up  to  1879,  when  Mr.  Harrison  carried 
on  the  lousiness  in  his  own  name  until  1893. 


Charles  £.  Harrison. 

when  the  business  was  incorporated  and  capi- 
talized for  $75,000,  under  the  name  of  the  Har- 
ri.son  Yarn  &  Dyeing  Co,,  his  son,  Charles  E. 
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Harrison,  becoming  a  stockholder  and  an  offi- 
cer of  the  corporation  at  that  time.  He  is  a 
native  of  Vohmtown,  Conn.,  where  he  was 
born  January  12,  1857.  After  leaving  school 
at  the  age  of  eighteen  he  entered  the  employ 
of  his  father,  beginning  at  the  lowest  point 
and  working  up  through  all  the  departments 
of  the  business.  He  then  became  Superin- 
tendent and  selling  agent,  and  for  the  past  two 
vears  has  been  the  Acting  Manager  and  Assist- 
ant Treasurer.  All  through  his  connection 
with  the  business  he  has  been  of  inestimable 
value  to  his  father  in  the  advancement  of  the 


works,  lie  is  one  of  the  directors  of  the  cor 
poration. 

The  first  factory  was  45x60  feet,  but  as  the 
business  has  increased  additions  have  been 
built  from  time  to  time  until  at  present  they 
have  one  of  the  best  equipped  and  most  ex- 
tensive plants  of  its  kind  in  New  England. 

For  a  number  of  years  their  goods  have  been 
advertised  under  tlie  quotation  of  "Blacks  that 
wash  and  don't  fade";  in  connection  with  this 
sentence  there  was  a  cut  representing  several 
coal  black  faces  of  bright  little  negro  children 
that  made  it  one  of  the  most  strikinc  advertise- 


Works  of  the  Harrison  Yarn  and  Dyeing  Co.,  Pawtucket,  R.  I. 


affairs  of  the  company.  Air.  Charles  E.  Har- 
rison has  been  for  a  number  of  years  one  of 
the  most  infiuential  men  in  the  political  circles 
of  Pawtucket,  but  he  never  sought  public 
office.  He  was  city  auditor  for  one  year  and 
has  been  importuned  many  times  to  accept  the 
nomination  for  other  offices,  but  has  always 
refused. 

Elmer  E.  Lent,  the  Superintendent  of  the 
works,  is  a  native  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  has  had 
extensive  experience  in  the  3'arn  and  dyeing 
business.  He  came  to  Central  Falls  at  the 
age  of  three  years.  He  was  Superintendent 
for  Greene  &  Daniels  Manufacturing  Co.. 
where  he  learned  the  business,  when  he  was 
engaged  to  become  Superintendent  of  these 


ments  of  the  public  ]3ress.  This  was  broug-ht 
a])out  by  the  enterprise  of  the  concern  whose 
knowledge  of  good  advertising  is  recognized 
as  being  abreast  of  the  times.  This  company 
for  the  past  twenty-five  years  have  manufac- 
tured what  is  known  as  Fairy  Floss,  which  is 
crimped  in  a  manner  that  makes  it  even 
throughout  the  skein  and  is  used  for  knitting 
hoods  and  shawls,  giving  them  a  fluffy  appear- 
ance and  very  light.  This  work  is  done  on 
special  machines  owned  exclusively  by  this 
company  and  invented  by  Mr.  Richard  Harri- 
son. They  are  sole  manufacturers  of  these 
goods  in  this  country.  The  works  contain 
about  60,000  square  feet  of  floor  space  and  are 
situated  on  the  P.lackstone  River.    Power  for 
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the  plant  is  sui)pliccl  by  three  llcxlj^e  boilers 
of  250  horse  power  each  and  eit^ht  en|c;-ines  of 
•  litferent  capacities. 

The  bulk  of  their  business  is  furnishiufj 
cotton  yarns  for  the  use  of  woolen  and  worsted 
mills  for  men's  wear  in  fast  blacks  and  colors, 
but  they  also  dye  woolen  and  worsted  yarns 
for  the  same  trade,  and  tlieir  products  are 


Stephen  A.  Jenks,  President ;  Cicor^Q  H.  Webb, 
Treasurer  and  General  Mana^'-er;  y\lfred  J. 
Webl),  Su])erintendent.  One  of  the  larj^est 
machinery  plants  in  the  State.  Power  fur- 
nished by  steam.    Do  a  larj^e  export  business. 

Lorraine  Manufacturing  Co. — Manufacturers 
of  cotton  and  worsted  dress  goods  and  fancy 
shirtings.    Business   established   in    1881  by 


used  throughout  New  England  and  the  Middle 
States. 

Pawtucket  Manufacturing  Co. — Manufac- 
turers of  bolt,  nut  and  special  machinery,  and 
bolts  and  cold  punched  nuts  of  every  descrip- 
tion. Business  established  in  1882,  and  incor- 
porated in  May  of  the  same  year.  Works 
located  on  Conant  street,  Pawtucket.  Officers : 


Lorraine  Manufacturing  Co.  Plant, 

\V.  F.  &  F.  C.  Sayles.  Incorporatetl  in  i8g6. 
Capitalized  for  $1,250,000.  Factories  located 
in  Pawtucket  and  Westerly,  R.  I.  Officers: 
b'rank  A.  Sayles,  President;  James  R.  MacColl. 
Treasurer  and  Secretary.  The  works  at  Paw- 
tucket are  among  the  largest  in  the  State,  as 
can  be  seen  by  the  accom])anying  illustration, 
and  their  productions  rank  with  the  best  goods 
on  the  market  in  their  class. 
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James  R.  MacColl,  the  General  [Manager  of 
the  business,  was  born  in  Glasgow,  Scotland, 
April  2,  1856.  He  completed  his  education  by 
taking  a  course  at  the  Glasgow  Technical  Col- 
lege, and  in  187 1  he  entered  the  employ  of 
Henry  Fyfe  &  Son,  of  Glasgow,  manufacturers 
of  dress  goods.    In  company  with  John  Thoni- 


The  Lorraine  Mills  are  situated  on  tiic 
Moshassuck  River.  Power  for  the  plant  is 
supplied  by  a  Corliss  horizontal  and  Mcintosh 
&  Seymour  vertical  steam  engine  of  2,500 
horse  power,  and  the  company's  own  dynamos 
furnish  electric  power  for  lighting  purposes. 
The  Westerlv  mills  are  situated  on  the  Paw- 


Pawtucket,  Rhode  Island,  1901. 

son  he  purchased  this  business  in  1878,  and 
continued  it  under  the  firm  name  of  Thomson 
&  AlacColl.  In  1882  he  came  to  Pawtucket  as 
the  manager  of  the  Lorraine  Manufacturing 
Co.'s  IMills,  which  position  he  has  retained  until 
the  present  time,  the  works  being  increased 
from  time  to  time  as  the  business  developed 
under  his  management. 


catuck  River,  and  supplied  by  power  from  a 
Corliss  steam  engine  of  500  horse  power. 
These  mills  are  also  lighted  by  electricity  from 
dynamos  operated  by  the  company. 

As  early  as  1838  there  was  a  small  mill 
standing  on  the  site  of  this  Pawtucket  plant, 
which  was  removed  to  make  way  for  the  new 
structure.  It  was  used  for  the  manufacture  of 
thread  bv  Samuel  Sanders. 
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The  Robert  D.  Mason  Co. —  IMcarlui^  and 
(hers  of  s|)i)i)l  tln'cad,  knitting'  cotton,  cords, 
braids,  ta])cs,  etc.,  together  witli  woolen  and 
vviirst(.'d  \  arns  and  braids  of  every  descri])tion, 
stt)ckinet  and  jersey  cloth.  linsiness  estab- 
lished in  i(So5  l)y  Barney  Merry,  which  has 
been  carried  on  by  his  descendants  for  nearly 
a  hundred  years.  The  works  were  orij^inally 
built  in  the  rear  of  the  Merry  homestead,  on 
East  avenue,  Pawtucket,  where  the  plant  was 
increased  from  time  to  time  as  the  demands  of 
the  business  required.  This  was  the  first  in- 
de])endent  bleachery  and  dye  house  established 
in  the  city  of  Paw- 
tucket, and  prolsably 
the  first  in  New  Eni;- 
land.  L>arne\'  Merr\ 
died  in  1847,  ^i^^l  1^*-' 
was  succeeded  bv  his 
son,  Samuel  Merry, 
who  continued  the 
business  under  the 
original  name  until 
1866,  when  he  ad- 
mitted his  nephew, 
Robert  D.  Mason,  as 
a  member  of  the  firm 
of  Samuel  Merry  & 
Co.,  Mr.  Mason  liaA-- 
ing  been  in  his  uncle's 
employ  since  1850,  ac- 
quiring a  perfect 
knowledge  of  the  bus- 
iness in  every  depart- 
ment. He  was  a])- 
pointed  Superintend- 
ent of  the  concern  in 
1861,  which  ])osition  ^■ 
he  held  until  he  became  a  member  of  the  firm, 
after  which  he  practically  became  the  (ieneral 
Manager  of  the  business.  Tn  1870,  after  the 
works  had  suffered  an  explosion  that  caused 
considerable  financial  loss,  Mr.  Merry  retired 
from  active  business,  and  the  firm  name  then 
was  changed  to  Robert  D.  Mason  &  Co.,  the 
Dexter  Brothers  becoming  his  associates.  Mr. 
Mason  was  born  in  Pawtucket,  R.  1..  March  10, 
1832.  fTe  received  his  education  in  the  public 
schools,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  he  went  to 
Taunton,  Mass.,  to  learn  the  sash  and  blind 
trade  with  his  brother.  He  worked  at  this 
business  for  eighteen   months,  and   then  re- 


turned to  Pawtucket  to  begin  the  business 
which  he  followed  for  about  fifty  years.  In 
187^)  he  ])urchascd  his  partners'  interests,  and 
in  1889  he  admitted  his  son,  I'Vederick  R. 
Mason,  as  a  partner.  In  1892  the  business 
was  incorporated  under  the  name  of  The  Rob- 
ert 13.  Mason  Co.,  with  a  ca])ital  of  $100,000, 
i\ir.  ^fason  being  the  President  of  the  com- 
pany, and  Frederick  R.  Mason,  Treasurer. 
The  increasing  business  demanding  more 
facilities  and  a  larger  establishment,  the  new- 
plant  now  occupied  on  Esten  avenue,  rear  of 
1077  ^lain  street,  Pawtucket,  was  built  the 

year  of  the  incorpora- 
tion of  the  business, 
and  the  old  works 
abandoned.  This  is 
considered  one  of  the 
best  equipped  bleach- 
ing and  dyeing  estab- 
lishments in  the  coun- 
try, wdiere  some  150 
hands  are  employed. 
The  capacity  of  the 
original  works  was 
about  1 ,500  pounds 
per  day,  and  the  cap- 
acity of  the  present 
plant  is  20.000  pounds 
per  (lay.  Mr.  Mason 
was  ahvax's  identified 
with  the  progress  and 
(kwelopment  of  the 
cit}-  of  Pawtucket,  be- 
ing always  interested 
in  its  \'arious  enter- 
prises, and  counted  as 
one  of  her  most  iuHu- 
ential  citizens.  Cpon  his  death,  in  January, 
i8y8,  his  son,  Frederick  R.,  then  became  the 
President  and  Secretary  of  the  corporation,  and 
the  general  management  of  the  business  de- 
vohed  wholly  upon  him,  although  he  had  for 
several  years  practically  filled  that  position. 
He  is  a  native  of  Pawtucket,  where  he  was 
born  March  11,  1859.  After  leaving  the  pub- 
lic schools  he  entered  the  private  school  of  the 
Rev.  C.  M.  \\Mieeler,  oi  Providence,  and  com- 
])leted  his  education  at  lirown  University,  tak- 
ing a  two  years'  course  in  chemistry.  Aftei" 
this  he  became  assistant  to  his  father  in  the 
maiumenienl  of  his  inanufactiuMU"  business, 
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and  was  admitted  as  a  member  of  the  firm  in 
1889.  and  elected  Treasurer  upon  the  incor- 
poration of  the  business  in  1892.  The  work 
done  by  this  concern  is  considered  as  fine  as 
any  done  by  any  dyeing  and  bleaching  estab- 
lishment in  this  country.  The  main  building 
is  three  stories  high,  with  a  long  one  story 
wing  on  the  south  side  of  the  main  structure, 
besides  an  engine  room,  all  built  of  brick, 
amounting  in  floor  space  to  about  40,000  square 


burned,  and  tlie  same  year  the  present  com- 
pany was  incorporated,  with  a  capitalization 
of  $100,000,  and  the  present  extensive  works 
on  North  Main  street,  Pawtucket,  were  begun 
and  the  plant  put  in  operation  in  March,  1884. 
In  1894,  October  i,  Mr.  James  Dempsey  died. 
The  officers  of  the  corporation  are:  William 
P.  Dempsey,  President  and  Treasurer;  Mary 
J.  Dempsey,  Secretary.  Caj^acity  of  the  works 
about  fifteen  tons  per  day.  Water  for  bleach- 
ing purposes  obtained  on  the  premises  from 
open  and  artesian  wells.    Mr.  Dempsey,  the 


The  Robert  D.  Mason  Co.  Plant,  Pawtucket,  R.  I. 


feet.  The  water  supply  is  furnished  by 
springs  and  artesian  wells,  and  the  power  for 
the  works  is  supplied  by  three  150  horse  power 
boilers  and  a  100  horse  power  steam  engine, 
and  they  have  their  own  electric  lighting  plant. 

Dempsey  Bleachery  and  Dye  Works. — 
Bleachers,  dyers  and  finishers  of  cotton  goods. 
Business  established  by  James  Dempsey  in 
1880  in  North  Providence,  his  sons,  John  J. 
and  William  P.,  being  employed  as  managers 
of  the  business.    In  1882  these  works  were 


original  founder  of  the  business,  was  one  of 
the  best  dyers  and  bleachers  in  the  country. 
He  was  born  in  Ireland  in  1819,  July  30,  and 
came  to  America  at  the  age  of  twenty-two 
vears.  He  began  business  in  Fall  River  print 
works,  where  he  remained  three  years.  From 
there  he  went  to  Providence,  and  soon  after  to 
Lonsdale  as  the  overseer  of  the  dye  works 
of  the  Lonsdale  Company,  remaining  some 
twenty-two  years.  After  leaving  this  place  he 
was  em]>loyed  by  a  number  of  other  concerns 
in  various  parts  of  the  country  before  begin- 
ning business  on  his  own  account. 
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James  Brown's  Machine  Shop. —  .Manufac- 
turer of  cotton  and  cordage  machinery.  Ilusi- 
ness  estal)li,slied  in  the  works  shown  upon  tiie 
opposite  i)age  in  1849  by  James  S.  Brown,  but 
he  was  in  company  with  a  Mr.  Pitclier  as  early 
as  1824,  the  l)usiness  being  carried  on  under 
the  firm  name  of  Pitcher  &  Urown,  their  works 
])eing  located  at  what  is  now  the  "Bridge  Mill," 
near  the  falls.  In  1842  Mr.  Brown  purchased 
liis  partner's  interest  and  continued  the  manu- 
facture of  machinery  of  various  kinds  in  the 
same  location  until  1847,  when  he  purchased 
three  and  a  half 
acres  of  land  on 
Main  street,  and  be- 
gan the  erection  of  a 
foundry,  where  he 
made  his  first  cast- 
ings December  31st 
of  that  year.  The 
following  year  he 
built  the  extensive 
machine  shop,  which 
is  400  feet  long  by  60 
feet  in  width.  In 
1859  a  substantial 
pattern  house  was 
built,  and  se\eral 
other  smaller  build- 
ings for  various  pur- 
poses. Everything 
al^out  the  works 
were  so  well  and 
con\'enientl3^  arrang- 
ed in  every  depart- 
ment, it  was  known 
as  one  (jf  the  largest 
and  mijst  complete 
establishments  of  its 
kind  in  New  England,  and  the  j)laut  has 
been  kept  up  to  its  high  standard  to  the  pres- 
ent time.  Mr.  Brown  was  the  inventor  of 
many  useful  machines,  but  the  most  useful  and 
popular  invention  was  liis  improved  American 
Speeder,  which  proved  so  much  superior  to 
the  English  fly  frame  that  he  was  compelled, 
on  account  of  the  great  demand  for  the 
new  American  speeder  throughout  the  country, 
to  abandon  the  manufacture  of  the  Sharp  & 
Roberts  mules,  which  he  had  been  manufactur- 
ing ever  since  their  introduction  into  this  comi- 


James  Brown. 


try  along  aboiU  184CJ.  lie  took  out  his  patent- 
ed ini]jrovement  for  the  speeder  in  Januar\  . 
1857.  His  improved  lathe  for  the  longitudinal 
turning  of  bodies  of  irregular  forms  was  de- 
signed for  making  cotton  machinery  rolls,  but 
after  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion  it  was 
found  to  be  well  adapted  for  the  turning  of 
gun  barrels,  and  as  a  result  the  entire  estab- 
lishment was  engaged  in  making  tools  anrl 
machines  for  turning  gun  barrels  for  the 
United  States  Government,  giving  employ- 
ment to  about  300  men. 

.Vlong  about  1862 
Mr.  Brown  built  the 
machines  for  the 
A  ni  e  r  i  c  a  n  File 
Works,  whose  plant 
was  located  directly 
o])])osite  his  works. 
He  also  invented  a 
machine  for  grind- 
ing file-blanks,  and  a 
fm-nace  for  harden- 
ing files.  After  the 
close  of  the  war  he 
manufactured  the 
Parr,  Curtis  &  Mad- 
le\-  mule,  an  English 
in\  enti(^n,  which  met 
with  fa\or  among 
iVmcrican  manufac- 
turers. He  after- 
wards made  import- 
ant improvements  on 
this  nuile,  for  which 
he  secured  patents. 
1  n  the  latter  part  of 
his  life  he  "de\'^oted 
much  time  to;:;  the 
inanufactin-e  of  malleable  iron  and  constructed 
a  foundry  for  this  purpose  near  his  machine 
shop  at  great  expense.  His  career  as  an  in- 
\  entor  gave  him  the  reputation  as  one  of  the 
foremost  manufacturers  of  cotton  machiner}' 
in  the  United  States.  He  was  born  in  Paw- 
tucket,  then  the  town  of  North  Providence, 
December  23,  1802.  He  died  in  Pawtucket 
Decem])er  29,  1879.  Pawtucket  has  had  few 
sons  who  have  done  as  much  for  her  develop- 
ment in  the  line  of  invention. 

Upon  the  death  of  his  father,  James  Brown 
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assumed  the  nianaL^cnieiit  of  the  entire  busi- 
ness, and  is  now  the  sole  proprietor  of  the 
works.  ,Mr.  Brown  was  born  in  Pawtucket, 
Mass.  (then  Massachusetts),  December  18, 
1838.  After  attending-  the  public  schools  for 
a  number  of  terms,  at  the  ag'e  of  eighteen  he 
entered  Lyon  &  Prize's  University  Grammar 
School,  of  Providence,  from  which  he  grad- 
uated in  1858.    He  then  entered  his  father's 


r.eside.s  managing  the  affairs  of  this  immense 
plant,  Mr.  Brown  has  found  some  time  to  de- 
vote to  the  affairs  of  the  city  in  a  political  waw 
He  represented  the  Fourth  Ward  in  the  Com- 
mon Council  from  1888  to  1892,  was  President 
of  the  Council  from  1889  to  1891,  and  was 
Mayor  of  the  city  in  1893.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Pawtucket  Business  Men's  Association, 
and  is  one  of  the  influential  men  of  the  citv, 


James  Brown's  Machine  Shop,  Corner  Pine  and  Main  Streets,  Pawtucket,  R.  I. 


machine  shop  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  ma- 
chinist. Here  he  remained  until  he  succeeded 
to  the  business  in  1879.  Since  then  he  has 
carried  on  the  extensive  plant,  maintaining  the 
same  high  standard  of  excellence  in  the  ma- 
chinery manufactured,  which  at  present  is 
principally  cotton  and  cordage  machinery,  em- 
ploying about  125  hands.  The  works  are  sup- 
plied by  power  from  a  Corliss  walking  beam 
steam  engine  of  about  60  horse  power,  the  only 
engine  of  its  kind  now  in  operation  in  the  State. 


because  of  his  deep  interest  in  evervthing  that 
pertains  to  its  welfare  and  advancement. 

John  W.  Perry. — Manufacturer  of  carriages 
and  wagons  and  does  a  general  line  of  forging-. 
Business  established  in  1845  by  Stephen  Perry, 
and  the  business  was  purchased  by  John  ^\'. 
Perry  in  1874.  He  is  a  native  of  Pawtucket, 
where  he  was  born  April  3,  1837.  Works  lo- 
cated at  490  Mill  street.  Central  Falls,  R.  L 
Employs  16  hands.  Factory  well  equipped  for 
the  manufacture  of  wagons  of  all  kinds. 
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New  England  Thread  Co. — Manufacturers 
of  til  read,  yarn,  hut  ton  hole  cord,  superfine 
ta])es  and  shoe  wehhinj;  and  other  si)ccialties, 


Henry  A.  Warburton. 

and  do  all  kinds  of  bleaching-  and  dyeing-.  Busi- 
ness established  January  i,  1886,  by  H.  A. 
Warburton.  Employ  150  hands.  Main  fac- 
tory located  corner  of  Cottage  and  Saunders 
streets,    i'awtucket.     Dve   house   located  on 


Harry  A.  Warburton. 


japonica  street.  Mr.  Warburton  contemplates- 
incorporating  the  business  very  .soon.  Henry 
A.  Warburton  is  the  son  of  Peter  and  Sarah 
(Taylor)  Warburton.  He  is  a  native  of  Hyde, 
county  of  Cheshire,  England,  where  he  was 
born  November  2,  1837.  He  came  to  America 
in  1852  witli  his  father,  and  located  in  F'orts- 
mouth,  N.  H.  Before  leaving  England  he  had 
acquired  considerable  knowledge  of  the  textile 
business,  having  worked  in  a  cotton  mill  at 
the  age  of  eight,  working  half  of  the  time  and 
attending  school  the  other  half,  until  he  wa.s 
ten  years  of  age.  Upon  his  arrival  in  America 
he  completed  his  education  by  attending  even- 


Franklin  E.  Warburton. 

ing  schools.  He  began  work  in  Portsmouth 
as  a  piecer  on  hand  spinning  mules.  In  1853 
he  went  to  Lawrence,  Mass.,  and  engaged  in 
mule  spinning,  where  he  ren-iained  seven  years 
operating  a  pair  of  spinning  mules.  He  later 
worked  in  liallardvale,  INfass.,  at  file  cutting 
by  machinery,  and  then  returned  to  Ports- 
mouth, N.  H.,  where  he  secured  a  position  as 
assistant  overseer  in  the  Portsmouth  Steani 
Mill,  and  was  transferred  to  the  thread  de- 
l)artment,  v^'here  he  ol^tained  a  complete 
knowledge  of  this  department  of  the  business. 
He  later  worked  in  Newmarket,  Exeter,  N.  H., 
and  still  later  was  employed  as  assistant  over- 
seer of  the  Hadley  Thread  Co.,  of  Holyoke, 
Mass.,  and  after  this  was  over.seer  of  the  War- 
ren Hn-ead  Co.,  of  Worcester,  Mass.  Here  he 
engaged  with  William  Ward,  of  Portsmoutli, 
N."  H.,  to  take  charge  of  a  distillery  that  Mr. 
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W  ard  was  liir  mwiht  dI',  and  allliiiUL;li  \n-  vv- 
niaiiH'd  oxer  tliriT  \ears,  tcstiii!^'  all  kinds 
alcc^holic  li(|U()rs  by  taste  and  smell,  he  never 
drank  a  dro)).     In  he  returned  to  his  old 

business,  accepting;'  a  position  as  overseer  of 
tile  winding  room  of  William  Warren's  thread 
factory  of  New  York  city.  He  returned  to 
Pawtucket  in  1880  and  became  the  overseer  of 
Stafford  &  Co.'s  works,  and  later  the  Superin- 
tendent of  the  plant.  In  18S6  he  entered  into 
partnership  with  James  C.  Roth  and  purchased 
the  thread  department  of  this  company,  and 
organized  the  New  England  Thread  Co.,  Mr. 
AVarburton  being  the  General  Manager  of  the 
business.  His  extensive  experience  enabled 
him  to  produce  for  the  firm  a  grade  of  goods 
of  a  superior  cjuality  which  steadily  increased 
their  business  from  vear  to  year.  Upon''  the 
death  of  Mr.  Roth  in  1889,  Mr.  Warburton 
purchased  his  interest  and  became  the  sole 
proprietor.  In  1893  he  purchased  the  Cooper 
Mills,  which  represent  his  present  plant  on 
Cottage  street.  This  factory  is  fully  equipped 
with  the  most  modern  machinery,  and  some 
150  hands  are  employed,  the  gross  business 
handled  being  from  $200,000  to  $250,000  an- 
nually. The  power  for  this  plant  is  supplied 
hv  a  Greene  engine  of  about  75  horse  power. 

In  1896  Mr.  Warburton  bought  the  dye 
works  and  bleachery  formerly  owned  by  the 
John  P.  Bray  Co.  on  Japonica  street,  Paw- 
tucket, which  had  been  operated  under  dififer- 
ent  owners  for  many  years.  He  enlarged  this 
plant,  putting  in  new  machinery,  a  new  Skinner 
engine  of  35  horse  power,  and  a  100  horse 
power  boiler,  making  it  one  of  the  most  com- 
plete dyeing  and  bleaching  establishments  in 
the  State.  Water  for  the  bleaching  depart- 
ment is  provided  from  springs  on  the  premises, 
which  is  pumped  into  a  new  5,000  gallon  tank 
and  from  that  drawn  into  the  vats.  This  plant 
is  known  as  the  Dyeing  and  Bleaching  Depart- 
ment of  the  New  England  Thread  Co.,  where 
they  do  their  own  work  and  also  for  other 
concerns.  Capacity  5,000  pounds  daily,  and 
soon  to  be  increased  to  10,000  pounds  a  day. 

Harry  A.  Warburton,  youngest  son  of  Henry 
A.  Warburton,  is  the  General  Manager  of  the 
Imsiness  of  the  New  England  Thread  Co., 
where  he  has  been  employed  for  a  number  of 
years.  He  is  a  native  of  Portsmouth,  N.  H., 
where  he  was  born  May  11,  1877.  Frank  H 
Grover,  Mr.  Warburton's  son-in-law,  is  the 
Superintendent  of  the  works  at  the  main  fac- 
tory of  the  New  England  Thread  Co.  His 
wife,  Mrs.  Florence  E.  (Warburton)  Grover, 
attends  to  the  correspondence  for  the  firm, 
who  is  a  native  of  Worcester,  Mass.  The  en- 
tire plant  amounts  to  about  25,000  square  feet 
of  floor  space. 

Flossette  Manufacturing  Co. — Manufac- 
turers of  thread  specialties  of  all  kinds,  from 


50  lo  i_',i)0(j  \  ar'ds  on  s))ools.  \)y  the  pound  on 
lubes  and  cones  for  manufacturing  purposes. 
.'\lso  manufacture  imitation  sewing  silk,  an:i 
crochet  and  embroidery  cotton  from  mercerized 
yarns  in  all  shades.  Business  established  in 
1898  by  Franklin  E.  Warlnirton,  son  of  Henry 
A.  Warburton,  who  was  bcjrn  in  Portsmouth, 
N.  FI.,  August  19,  1863.  He  was  employed  in 
his  father's  factory,  the  New  England  Thread 
Co.,  as  General  Manager,  for  a  number  of 
years,  until  the  above  date,  when  he  began 
the  manufacture  of  his  specialties  with  one 
helper.  By  his  enterprise  and  perseverance 
he  has  developed  the  business  of  the  Flossette 
Manufacturing  Co.  to  its  present  dimensions, 
operating  12  dressers,  126  Universal  Winding 
spindles,  for  tube  and  cone  winding,  24  auto- 
matic 200  to  2,400  yard  spool  cotton  winders, 
I  table  of  12,000  yard  spool  cotton  winders, 

1  table  of  hand  winders,  6  spoolers,  3  twisters, 

2  bailers,  and  other  necessary  machinery,  in- 
cluding a  printing  press  for  printing  spool 
ends,  giving  employment  to  75  hands.  The 
factory  as  shown  in  the  cut  is  100x35  feet,  four 
stories.  This  was  found  inadequate,  and  the 
l)uilding  next  door  of  two  stories  is  now  oc- 
cupied. The  plant  is  located  at  the  corner  of 
Mill  and  Clay  streets,  .Central  Falls,  R.  I. 
Power  is  furnished  by  an  Ames  boiler  of  125 
horse  power,  and  an  Ames  engine  of  100  horse 
power.  In  November,  1900,  the  business  had 
grown  to  such  dimensions,  more  capital  being 
needed  to  keep  pace  with  its  growth,  his  father, 
Mr.  Henry  A.  Warburton,  shouldered  the 
financial  end  of  the  enterprise,  the  founder  of 
the  business  still  retaining  the  office  of  Gen- 
eral Manager.  This  was  done  looking  to  the 
incorporation  of  the  business  within  a  few 
months.  Mr.  Warburton,  Sen.,  also  gives  the 
business  the  benefit  of  his  knowledge,  thereby 
assisting  his  son  in  the  management  of  the 
enterprise. 

H.  A.  Hall  &  Co. — Manufacturers  of  jewel- 
ers findings  in  gold,  silver  and  brass,  including 
])utton  backs,  stud  back  balls,  bell  posts  for 
collar  buttons,  pin  tongues,  joints,  catches  and 
ornaments.  Business  established  in  1888  by 
H.  A.  Flail  and  James  C.  Doran  under  the  firm 
name  of  Dorran  &  Hall,  which  partnership  was 
dissolved  in  1895,  the  business  being  carried 
on  under  the  present  name  from  that  time. 
Works  located  at  74  Broad  street,  Pawtucket. 
R.  I.  Horace  Alvin  Hall,  the  proprietor,  was 
born  in  Nobleboro,  Me.,  in  January,  1849. 

Jewelers'  Supply  Co. — Manufacturers  of 
jewelers  findings  for  collar  buttons,  lapel  hut- 
tons,  etc.  lUisiness  established  in  1896  by 
James  C.  Doran  and  Geo.  W.  Payne.  Works 
located  at  7  Railroad  avenue.  Pawtucket.  Em- 
ploy 1 2  hands. 
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City  Brass  Foundry.  — Frank  McKenna  &  Co., 
proprietors.  Manufacturers  of  heavy  bronze 
rolls,  brass,  bronze,  bell  metal,  and  phosphor 


Frank  McKenna. 


bronze  castings.  Foundry  located  at  21  Slater 
avenue,  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  on  the  site  where 
Samuel  Slater  began  his  successful  career. 
Business  established  in  i8go.  Frank  McKenna, 
who  established  the  business,  is  a  native  of 
County  Monaghan,  Ireland,  where  he  was  born 
July  14,  1857.  He  came  with  his  parents  to 
this  country  in  1873,  and  located  in  Central 
Falls,  where  he  completed  his  education,  and 
learned  the  trade  of  a  brass  founder.  He 
worked  in  Central  Falls  until  1890,  the  year  in 
which  he  began  business  on  his  own  account. 
He  has  always  done  the  highest  class  of  work, 
and  as  a  result  of  his  painstaking  in  making  his 
castings,  the  City  Brass  Foundry  developed  an 
extensive  business  throughout  the  State  among 
manufacturers  who  use  brass  and  bronze  cast- 
ings in  their  business.  He  was  married  Octo- 
ber 15,  1889,  to  Ellen  McNeil  of  Pawtucket,  and 
of  this  union  there  are  four  children:  James, 
born  December  22,  1891 ;  Mary,  born  July  29, 
1893;  Francis,  born  December  15,  1894;  Ellena, 
born  April  13,  1896.  The  State  of  Rhode 
Island  has  a  large  number  of  brass  foundries 
that  have  won  good  reputations  for  superior 
class  of  work,  but  none  of  them  have  won  a 
(17) 


more  creditable  name  for  good  work  than  the 
establishment  that  Mr.  McKenna  established 
and  managed. 

Royal  Weaving  Co. — Manufacturers  of  a  fine 
grade  of  cotton,  silk,  and  worsted  fabrics.  AlsO' 
silk  dyers  and  finishers  of  silk  and  cotton  goods. 
Business  established  in  1888  by  Joseph  Ott,  in 
the  old  Hicks  building,  off  East  avenue,  in  Paw- 
tucket, where  he  operated  eight  looms.  In 
1889  the  business  was  incorporated  under  the 
present  name,  Daniel  G.  Littlefield  and  Darius 
B.  Goff  having  previously  become  partners  in^ 
the  business.  The  plant  was  removed  to  the 
mill  of  the  American  Hair  Cloth  Co.,  corner  of 
Mill  and  Cross  streets,  in  Central  Falls,  where 
the  business  was  carried  on  until  the  present 
plant  was  built  across  the  way  from  the  Hair 
Cloth  mill.  This  new  mill  is  so  constructed  as 
to  give  all  of  the  light  through  the  roof,  which 
makes  it  much  more  desirable  for  silk  weaving. 
Officers:  Darius  B.  Goff,  President;  Charles  E. 
Pervear,  Treasurer;  Joseph  Ott,  Agent  and 
General  Manager.  Mr.  Ott  is  a  native  of  Troch- 
telfingen,  in  the  district  of  Hohenzollern,  Ger- 
many, where  he  was  born  March  11,  1861.  He 
came  to  America  to  avoid  military  duty  in  1884, 
and  after  workingfor  several  concerns  in  different 
parts  of  the  country  he  came  to  Pawtucket  to 
work  for  the  Slater  Cotton  Co.,  from  which 
place  he  retired  to  begin  manufacturing  on  his 
own  account  Mill  No.  3  is  located  at  Darlington. 

R.  Plews  Mfg.  Co. — Manufacturers  of  Plews' 
celebrated  patent  tin  cylinders  for  self  operating 
mules,  spoolers,  twisters  and  spinning  frames; 
also  patent  adjustable  card  screens  for  cotton 
and  woolen  cards,  and  do  a  variety  of  work  for 
mill  equipment.  Business  established  in  1858. 
Incorporated  in  1900.  Works  opposite  the  rail- 
road depot  of  the  N.  Y.,  N.  H.  &.  H.  R.  R„ 
Central  Falls,  R.  I. 

Pawtucket  Braided  Line  Co  Manufacturers 

of  braided  fishing  lines  of  all  kinds,  made  from 
silk,  linen  and  cotton  in  all  colors  and  sizes. 
Business  established  in  1882  by  A.  G.  Hazard, 
the  present  proprietor.  Works  located  on  Bay- 
ley  street,  Pawtucket,  R.  I.  Mr.  Hazard  is  a 
native  of  Central  Falls,  where  he  now  resides. 

National  Card  &  Paper  Co. — Manufacturers  of 
surface  coated  papers,  and  card  board  of  every 
description.  Also  glazed  papers  in  roll  or  sheet. 
Masterson  street,  near  York  avenue,  Pawtucket. 
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Slater  Cotton  Co.  —  Manufacturers  of  the 
"  I'ride  of  the  West"  muslins,  which  have  been 
used  for  shirtings  and  ladies'  and  children's 
wear  for  a  number  of  years,  also  twills,  sateens, 
nainsooks,  and  fancy  lenos.  Also  manufacture 
tine  cotton  yarns.  Business  established  in  i86g. 
Officers:  Frank  A.  Sayles,  President ;  C.  E.  Lind- 
sey,  Treasurer;  F.  N.  Bishop,  Secretary.  The 
business  was  incorporated  as  the  Slater  Cotton 
Co.  in  honor  of  Samuel  Slater,  the  "  Father  of 
American  Manufactures."  The  plant  consists 
of  two  mills,  situated  on  Church  and  Main 
streets,  Pawtucket.  The  old  mill  on  Main 
street  was  built  in  1863  for  the  purpose  of 
manufacturing  files,  and  was  devoted  to  that 
line  of  business  for  several  years  by  the  Ameri- 
can File  Co.  In  1869  the  building  was  enlarged 
and  converted  into  a  cotton  factory.  This 
building  is  300  feet  long  by  50  feet  in  width, 
two  and  a  half  stories,  and  has  two  wings,  60  by 
40  feet,  two  stories  in  height,  all  built  of  brick. 
The  new  mill,  erected  in  1872,  is  a  handsome, 
high-studded,  well  ventilated  brick  building.  It 
is  302  feet  long,  with  engine  and  picker  rooms 
on  the  end,  which  are  40  feet  long,  making  the 
entire  length  342  feet  by  90  feet  wide  and  five 
stories.  It  is  well  lighted  with  many  large 
double  windows,  and  has  three  large  towers, 
two  in  front  and  one  at  the  rear.  Power  for  the 
plant  is  supplied  wholly  by  steam  to  the  amount 
of  1,200-horse  power  through  Corliss  engines. 
The  production  of  the  establishment  approxi- 
mates 110,000  pieces  of  goods  yearly,  at  a  valu- 
ation of  over  $500,000.  Seventy-five  bales  of 
long  staple,  the  very  best  cotton  grown,  are 
used  weekly,  and  5,000  tons  of  coal  are  con- 
sumed yearly.  William  F.  Sayles  was  the 
prime  mover  in  the  establishment  of  the  enter- 
prise, and  he  was  President  of  the  company  at 
the  time  of  his  death. 

Charles  A.  Luther  &  Co.  —  Manufacturers  of 
cloth  stretchers,  thread  dressers,  thread  and 
yarn  reels,  improved  yarn  printing  machines  for 
warp  or  skein,  belt  cutters,  scarfing  machines, 
patterns,  and  special  machinery.  E.  A.  Burn- 
ham,  proprietor.  Works  located  at  247  North 
Main  street,  Pawtucket. 

Linton  Bros.  &  Co.  —  Manufacturers  of  print- 
ers', engravers',  photographers',  jewelers'  and 
button  manufacturers'  cards.  Also  make  stock 
for  tag  manufacturers.  Works  located  at  20 
Commerce  street,  Pawtucket. 


Easton  &  Burnham  Machine  Co.  —  Manufac- 
turers of  spindles,  used  in  the  manufacture  of 
cotton,  wool  and  silk  goods,  and  other  mill 
equipments  including  improved  upright  spool- 
ers. Business  established  in  Providence  in 
1849  by  N.  R.  liaston  and  C.  C.  Burnham.  In 
i860  the  business  was  removed  to  Pawtucket, 
the  present  works  being  erected  in  1882.  In- 
corporated under  the  present  name  in  1891  and 
capitalized  for  ;g8o,ooo.  Upon  the  incorpora- 
tion Mr.  Easton's  son,  P"rederick  W.  Easton, 
was  elected  the  Treasurer  of  the  company, 
which  position  he  has  held  to  the  present  time. 
He  was  born  in  Providence,  October  17,  1852. 
He  completed  his  education  at  Mowry  &  Goff's 
school,  graduating  in  1870.  He  entered  the 
employ  of  Easton  &  Burnham  in  1873,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  firm  in  1879.  He  has  been  very 
prominent  in  public  life.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Pawtucket  Town  Council  in  1883.  He  rep- 
resented Pawtucket  in  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives in  1891  and  was  chosen  Senator  from 
Pawtucket  in  1892,  1894  and  1895. 

Cole  Bros. — Manufacturers  of  automatic  band- 
ing machmes,  beaming  and  chaining  machines, 
stationary  steam  engines,  and  special  machinery. 
Business  established  in  1858.  Works  located 
on  Bayiey  street,  Pawtucket.  The  firm  con- 
sisted of  Henry  S.  Cole  and  his  brother  Edward 
R.  Cole.  They  at  first  made  cotton  machinery 
and  did  general  repairing.  In  1864  they 
began  the  manufacture  of  steam  fire  en- 
gines, sending  their  productions  all  over  the 
country,  equippmg  some  of  the  best  fire  depart- 
ments that  have  ever  been  organized.  Their 
principal  specialty  at  present  is  their  automatic 
banding  machine.  Since  the  death  of  Edward 
R.  Cole,  in  1887,  his  brother  Henry  has  carried 
the  business  along  under  the  old  firm  name. 
He  is  a  native  of  what  was  then  Seekonk, 
Mass.,  where  he  was  born  in  1837,  now  East 
Providence,  R.  I. 

United  States  Cotton  Co.  —  Manufacturers  of 
cotton  goods.  Mill  located  in  Central  Falls,  R 
I.,  on  Foundry  street,  bordering  the  tracks  of 
the  N.  Y.,  N.  H.  &  H.  R.  R.  Co.  One  of  the 
most  extensive  cotton  factories  in  Rhode  Island. 
The  works  contain  1570  looms,  and  58,660 
spindles. 

Fred  E.  Newell. — Manufacturer  of  brass  and 
bronze  castings  of  all  kinds.  Foundry  at  623 
High  street.  Central  Falls,  R.  I. 
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American  Hair  Cloth  Co. — Manufacturers  of 
hair  cloth  for  crinoline,  upholstering  purposes, 
etc.  Business  established  as  the  Pawtucket  Hair 
Cloth  Co.  in  the  old  Slater  Mill,  the  motherof  cot- 
ton spinning  in  the  United  States,  and  of  so  many 
successful  industrial  enterprises,  in  Pawtucket 
in  1856,  Freeman  Baxter  being  the  prime 
mover  in  the  enterprise,  as  he  possessed  the 
knowledge  required  in  the  manufacture  of  hair 
cloth.  David  l^yder  &  Co.  and  James  M.  Ryder 
furnished  the  capital,  George  L.  and  Alfred  H. 
Littlefield  being  associated  with  David  Ryder. 
In  1858  Mr.  Baxter  sold  his  interest  in  the  com. 
pany  to  Gen.  Olney  Arnold,  and  the  same  year 
Richard  Ryder  purchased  an  interest.  The  en- 
terprise being  a  new  one 
some  difficulties  werefound 
in  the  way  of  success,  and 
the  foreign  manufacturers 
hampered  them  by  reduc- 
ing prices  with  the  hope 
of  discouraging  the  under- 
taking to  the  point  of  fail- 
ure. But  the  indomitable 
spirit  of  the  American 
manufacturer  knows  no 
such  thing  as  failure.  The 
business  was  continued 
under  David  Ryder's  per- 
sonal attention.  He  was 
using  power  looms  while  in 
Europe  they  were  using 
the  old  hand  loom.  But 
the  hair  was  fed  by  hand 
to  these  power  looms,  and 
to  make  them  effective 
some  device  must  be  invented  to  make  them 
self-feeding.  Isaac  C.  Lindsley,  of  Providence, 
had  been  experimenting  on  this  very  thing,  and 
in  1861  he  was  induced  to  come  to  Pawtucket 
and  complete  his  invention.  He  secured  a 
patent  for  an  automatic  attachment  which 
would  do  the  work,  and  at  about  the  same  time 
a  stop  motion  had  been  patented  that  was  dis- 
puted by  Rufus  J.  Stafford  who  had  a  compet- 
ing invention,  and  this  patent  was  finally  pur- 
chased, making  the  way  clear  for  progress  in 
the  manufacture  of  hair  seating.  In  May,  1861, 
a  stock  company  was  organized  with  a  capital 
of  $100,000,  which  was  increased  in  January, 
1863,  to  1^300,000,  and  subsequently  to  ;^5oo,ooo. 


Charles 


David  Ryder,  President  and  General  Manager. 
The  old  quarters  in  the  Slater  Mill  being  found 
too  small  for  the  increasing  business,  the  com- 
pany purchased  the  privilege  in  Central  Falls 
at  the  corner  of  Mill  and  Cross  streets,  which 
is  now  occupied  by  the  works,  power  being  de- 
rived from  the  trench  that  was  originally  built 
from  the  Charles  Keenedam,  which  was  erected 
in  1780;  also  steam  and  electricity.  In  1863 
Mr.  Ryder  retired  from  the  management,  and 
Daniel  G.  Fittlefied  became  Agent.  Under  his 
supervision  the  present  fine  building  was  built 
and  to  his  enterprise  is  due  a  large  share  of  the 
prosperity  since  accrued.  Upon  his  death  in 
i8gi,  Charles  E.  Pervear,  long  associated  with 
Mr.  Littlefield,  was  elected 
the  Agent  of  the  company 
and  he  still  holds  that  po- 
sition. Mr.  Pervear  is  a 
native  of  Pawtucket,  Mass., 
(now  Rhode  Island)  where 
he  was  born  December  19, 
1850,  and  is  the  youngest 
son  of  Jacob  S.  and  Abby 
Dean  (Hopkins)  Pervear. 
He  received  his  early  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools 
of  his  native  town,  and  com- 
pleted his  education  in 
Schofield's  Commercial 
College  of  Providence, 
July  28,  1868.  Soon  after 
leaving  school  he  entered 
the  employ  of  Fairbrother 
&  Fales,  leather  manufac- 
turers, as  bookkeeper, 
which  was  August  10,  1868,  and  remained  there 
until  the  successor  of  the  concern,  George  S. 
Fales,  went  out  of  business  in  1876.  He  re- 
mained in  the  same  place  and  business  for  a 
few  months  with  P>ank  R.  Almy,  and  March 
25,  1878,  he  entered  the  ofifice  of  the  Pawtucket 
Hair  Cloth  Co.,  where  he  has  remained  until  the 
present  time,  the  present  company  being  known 
under  the  name  of  the  American  Hair  Cloth 
Co.,  and  is  a  consolidation  of  the  old  Pawtucket 
Hair  Cloth  Co.  and  the  American  Hair  Cloth 
Padding  Co.,  which  was  effected  March  20, 
1893.  Paid  up  capital  $450,000,  and  is  the  larg- 
est and  most  complete  mill  of  the  kind  in  the 
world.    The  business  is  now  being  carried  on 


Pervear. 


Gen.  Olney  Arnold  was  elected  Treasurer,  and    under  his  careful  management  with  greatly  in- 
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creased  facilities,  and  it  is  one  of  the  most  pro- 
gressive concerns  in  the  State.  Mr.  Pervear 
was  elected  Treasurer  of  the  Royal  Weaving  Co., 
August  9,  i88g;  was  elected  trustee  of  the 
Providence  County  Savings  Bank,  September 
17,  i8gi,  and  he  is  prominently  connected  with 
a  number  of  other  enterprises  and  social 
organizations. 

The  Collyer  Machine  Co.— Manufacturers  of 
dynamos,  motors,  shafting,  pulleys,  hangers, 
elevators,  and  do  general  mill  work.  Business 


Manager  of  the  company.  The  original  works 
were  located  on  Jenks  Lane  until  1890,  when 
the  present  structure  on  North  Main  street, 
Pawtucket,  was  completed  by  the  company,  and 
the  machinery  moved  in.  The  new  works  are 
180  by  75  feet,  three  stories. 

Fales  &  Jenks  Machine  Co. — Manufacturers 
of  cotton  machinery,  force  pumps,  etc.  One  of 
the  largest  machinery  plants  in  the  city  of  Paw- 
tucket. Works  located  on  Dexter  street,  near 
the  Conant  Thread  Works.    Business  estab- 


Plant  of  the  American  Hair  Cloth  Co.,  Pawtucket,  R.  I. 


established  by  Nathaniel  S.  Collyer  and  William 
H.  Haskell  in  1832.  Bolts  and  nuts  were  then 
manufactured  in  connection  with  special  ma- 
chinery. The  partnership  was  dissolved  in  1859, 
Mr.  Haskell  taking  the  bolt  and  nut  business 
and  Mr.  Collyer  continuing  the  machinery  busi- 
ness. In  i860  he  took  his  nephew,  Samuel  S. 
Collyer,  in  as  a  partner,  who,  after  the  death  of 
his  uncle,  in  1878,  carried  on  the  business  alone 
until  his  death  in  1884.  In  1885  the  business 
was  incorporated  under  the  present  name,  Mr. 
Charles  H.  Bowen  being  chosen  the  General 


lished  in  1830  in  Central  Falls  by  David  G. 
Fales,  and  Alvin  Jenks.  Removed  to  Paw- 
tucket in  1865. 

Weatherhead,  Thompson  &  Co. — Manufactur- 
ers of  leather  belting,  lace  and  picker  leather, 
and  manufacture  mill  supplies.  Business  estab- 
lished in  1857.  Present  proprietors,  George 
Weatherhead  and  John  E.  Thompson.  Works 
located  in  Pawtucket. 

Chas.  R.  Bucklin  Belting  Co.— Manufacturers 
of  leather  belting,  lace  leather,  etc.  Works  lo- 
cated at  Pawtucket,  R.  I. 
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Potter  &  Johnson  Machine  Co.  —  Manufactur- 
ers of  high  grade  machinery,  tools,  shapers,  etc. 
Also  manufacturers  of  turret  lathes,  automatic 
clutching  and  turning  machines.  Works 
located  on  Newport  avenue,  corner  of  Hunt 
avenue,  Pawtucket,  R.  I.  Business  established 
in  i88g,  and  incorporated  the  same  year.  Capi- 
talized for  ^200,000.  Officers:  James  C.  Potter, 
President;  John  Johnson,  Treasurer. 

James  C.  Potter,  the  President  and  General 
Manager  of  the  corporation,  is  a  native  of  Scot- 
land, where  he  was  born  in  May,  1855.  He 
came  with  his  father  to  this  country  in  1872. 


a  great  number  of  improvements  and  invented 
new  machines  to  an  extent  that  few  inventors 
in  America  have  equalled,  he  having  taken  out 
upwards  of  sixty  patents  on  textile  machinery 
alone,  all  of  which  are  in  operation  to-day. 

In  1887  Mr.  Potter  organized  the  business  of 
the  Potter  &  Atherton  Machine  Co.,  of  Paw- 
tucket, and  started  the  works  with  about 
twenty  men.  In  six  years  he  had  brought  the 
business  of  the  company  to  a  point  where  250 
men  were  on  the  pay  roll,  and  their  machinery 
was  in  use  in  all  parts  of  the  country. 

In  1893  he  organized  the  Howard  &  Bullough 
American  Machine  Co.,  Ltd.,  of  Pawtucket,  al- 
though their  extensive  works  were  erected  just 


Potter  &  Johnson  Machine 

He  received  his  education  at  the  Mechanics  In- 
stitute of  Glasgow,  and  after  completing  his 
course  of  studies  he  was  employed  by  the  ex- 
perimental engineering  firm  of  H.  J.  H.  King 
&  Co.,  of  that  city,  as  a  mechanical  and  expert 
engineer.  He  was  later  employed  in  the  en- 
gineering department  of  the  Anchor  Line 
Steamship  Co.,  and  still  later  took  charge  of 
one  of  the  departments  of  The  Vale  of  Clyde 
Engineering  Works.  Upon  his  arrival  in 
America,  he  was  appointed  manager  of  the 
Whitehead  &  Atherton  Machme  Co.,  of  Lowell, 
Mass.,  and  since  that  time  Mr.  Potter  has 
added  to  the  textile  and  other  machines  in  use 


Co.  Works,  Pawtucket,  R.  I. 

across  the  line  in  Massachusetts,  which  are 
among  the  largest  in  the  United  States  in  the 
building  of  textile  machinery,  employing  some 
1,000  hands.  It  was  through  Mr.  Potter's  en- 
ergy that  this  business  was  organized. 

The  Potter  &  Johnson  Machine  Co.  have  won 
an  excellent  reputation  for  the  class  of  machin- 
ery that  they  are  making,  and  the  gradual  in- 
crease is  an  indication  that  the  plant  will  un- 
doubtedly reach  the  extensive  proportions  that 
the  others  have  under  Mr.  Potter's  manage- 
ment. The  works  are  built  of  brick  and  now 
cover  an  area  of  about  28,800  square  feet,  well 
equipped  with  the  most  modern  machinery  for 
the  manufacture  of  their  specialties.  Power  is 
supplied  by  electricity. 
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Greene  &  Daniels  Manufacturing  Co.  —  Manu- 
facturers of  combed,  carded  and  gassed  yarns, 
threads,  twines,  and  chain  warps.  Also  dyers 
and  bleachers.  They  make  a  specialty  of  yarns 
for  woolen  and  worsted  manufacturers.  Busi- 
ness established  in  Central  Falls,  across  the 
river  from  their  present  plant,  in  1855,  by  Ben- 
jamin F.  Greene,  and  soon  after  Mr.  Horace 
Daniels  became  a  partner  in  the  enterprise- 
In  i860  the  firm  began  the  erection  of  a  new 
mill  in  Pawtucket,  and  in  1865  this  mill  was  en- 
larged, making  a  structure  420  feet  in  length, 
five  stories,  including  the  P'rench  roof,  as  shown 
in  the  accompanying  cut,  containing  three 
large  towers.  The  mill  cost  about  ;^ioo,ooo, 
and  contains  about  25,000  spindles.    Upon  the 


the  "Stone  Factory."  He  received  one  dollar 
per  week.  In  1816  he  worked  in  the  Natick 
mills,  and  subsequently  he  worked  for  William 
Sprague,  who  first  established  calico  printing  in 
the  State.  In  1824  he  was  second  hand  in  a 
thread  mill  in  Central  Falls,  of  which  he  was 
overseer  from  1825  to  1840.  In  1840  he  began 
business  with  others  in  Central  Falls,  in  the 
manufacture  of  thread.  In  1845  he  went  to 
Mapleville,  R.  I.,  in  the  town  of  Burrillville,  to 
manufacture  thread  and  warps  for  Hill  &  Car- 
penter. In  1850  he  began  manufacturing 
thread  in  Richmond,  R.  I.,  at  Clark's  Mills. 
Here  Horace  Daniels  became  his  bookkeeper. 
Mr.  Daniels  suggested  the  idea  of  putting  up 
thread  on  spools,  and  later  developed  other  im- 


plant of  Greene  &  Daniels  Manufacturing  Company,  Pawlucket,  R.  I. 


death  of  Mr.  Daniels,  December  14,  1876,  Mr. 
Greene  purchased  the  interest  of  the  heirs,  be- 
coming sole  proprietor  of  the  business  and 
property.  The  business  was  incorporated  in 
1877  under  the  present  name,  Mr.  Greene  re- 
taining a  controlling  interest.  The  capital 
stock  was  put  at  $300,000,  and  wholly  paid  in. 
Mr.  Greene  was  elected  President,  in  which 
capacity  he  served  until  his  death,  January  29, 
1886.  The  present  ofiicers  are:  Edward  A. 
Greene,  President;  William  H.  Greene,  Treas- 
urer; Henry  C.  Dexter,  Agent  and  Secretary. 
The  founder  of  the  business  was  born  in  War- 
wick, R.  I.,  January  i,  1807.  He  began  work- 
ing in  the  Crompton  cotton  mill  at  the  age  of 
eight  years.    That  factory  was  then  known  as 


portant  improvements  including  a  machine  for 
polishing  thread.  As  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Greene  &  Daniels  his  services  were  of  great 
value.  Five  years  after  his  venture  in  Rich- 
mond, Mr.  Greene  laid  the  foundations  of  the 
present  e.xtensive  business,  which  is  one  of  the 
most  important  of  the  State. 

Enfield  Mills.  —  Manufacturers  of  fancy  cot- 
ton goods.  First  mill  erected  upon  or  near  the 
site  of  the  present  factory,  was  built  in  1813  by 
Gov.  Philip  Allen,  when  the  place  was  known  as 
Allenville,  but  now  known  as  Enfield,  R.  I.  It 
was  apart  of  the  property  of  the  Smithfield  Mfg. 
Co.,  in  1867.  The  present  mills  contain  about 
220  looms  and  10,536  spindles.  C.  P.  Lincoln 
is  the  Superintendent  of  the  works. 
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Smith  Webbing  Co.  —  The  Smith  Webbing 
Company  is  one  of  the  most  recent  enterprises 
to  locate  in  Pavvtucket,  their  plant  being  on  the 
triangular  plat  of  land  at  the  junction  of  West 
avenue  and  Main  street.  The  business  was 
first  started  in  1898  on  West  Exchange  street, 
Providence,  by  Charles  S.  Smith,  who  had  for- 
merly been  associated  with  the  American  Mills 
Co.  of  Waterbury,  Conn. 

In  July,  1899,  their  quarters  being  inadequate 
for  their  rapidly  increasing  business,  the  com- 
pany was  incorporated  with  a  capital  of  $100,000, 
electing  William  A.  Walton  of  the  W.  A.  Wal- 
ton Woolen  Mills  of 
Alton,  R.  I.,  as  Presi- 
dent;  Edmund  H.  Par- 
sons of  Providence, 
Treasurer;  John  M. 
Walton,  Secretary,  and 
Charles  S.  Smith, 
Manager.  In  October 
of  that  year  they  be- 
gan the  erection  of  the 
building  they  now  oc- 
cupy. The  main  build- 
ing is  a  three  story 
brick  structure,  220 
feet  long  by  54  feet 
wide,  with  adjoining 
lighting  and  power 
house.  Power  for  the 
works  is  supplied  by  a 
Skinner  high  speed 
engine.  The  plant  is 
equipped  with  the  most 
modern  machinery  for 
the  manufacture  of 
silk  and  cotton  elastic 
and  non-elastic  fabrics  of  every  description. 
They  employ  150  hands.  This  is  one  of  the 
most  substantial  plants  of  the  State. 

E.  Jenckes  Manufacturing  Co. — Manufacturers 
of  Hick's  improved  ring  travelers,  and  spinners 
of  yarns  for  knitters  and  weavers,  on  cops, 
cones  or  spools.  Also  make  specialties  in  ma- 
chinery including  the  Electric  Automatic  Knit- 
ting machine.  Business  established  in  the  old 
Slater  Mill  by  N.  P.  Hicks  in  1867.  The  firm 
of  E.  Jenckes  &  Co.  was  formed  in  1870.  After 
a  number  of  years  the  business  was  incorpor- 
porated  under  the  present  name.  Works  lo- 
cated in  Pawtucket. 


Charles  S.  Smith 


Orr  Brothers. —  Dyers  and  bleachers  of  woolen 
goods,  yarns,  and  mohair  plushes,  etc.  Ikisiness 
established  in  1868  in  South  Attleboro,  Mass. 
Works  now  located  on  l^lackstone  avenue, 
Pawtucket.    P^mploy  20  hands. 

Bunnell  Branch  U.  S.  Finishing  Co.  —  Dyers, 
bleachers  and  printers  of  cotton  cloth.  Busi- 
ness established  originally  by  John  B.  Braid  in 
1817,  on  Bucklin's  brook,  Pawtucket,  who  car- 
ried on  the  bleaching  of  cotton  cloth  and  yarn, 
and  in  1824  was  doing  block  printing.  He  car- 
ried on  the  businesss  until  1825,  when  the 
Hopefield  Company  took  charge  of  the  busi- 
ness for  a  few  months, 
and  then  the  firm  of 
Shinkwin  &  Bliss  took 
charge  of  the  works, 
carrying  on  bleaching 
and  printing  from  1825 
until  1829.  In  1830 
Royal  Sibley  hired  the 
place  of  Jenkins  & 
Almy,  and  introduced 
the  coloring  of  cam- 
bric in  addition  to  the 
bleaching  business, 
forming  a  firm  under 
the  name  of  Sibley  & 
Kelley,  doing  a  busi- 
ness amounting  to 
about  $5,000  per  week. 
Their  main  attention 
was  given  to  the  dye- 
ing of  cambric,  and  in 
1833  they  introduced 
printing,  the  firm  name 
being  changed  to  the 


P'ranklin  Print  Works, 
which  was  continued  under  that  name  until  1835. 
Their  first  printing  machine  carried  but  two 
colors.  In  1836  Jacob  Dunnell,  Thomas  J.  Bun- 
nell and  Nathaniel  W.  Brown,  formed  a  partner- 
ship under  the  name  of  the  Dunnell  Manufac- 
turing Company,  and  for  over  sixty  years  the 
business  was  continued  under  this  name,  the  gen- 
eral term  used  in  describing  the  place  being  the 
"Dunnell  Print  Works."  The  property  was  re- 
cently acquired  by  the  United  States  Finishing 
Co.  The  works  are  among  the  largest  of  their 
kind  in  the  country,  and  the  Dunnells  made  the 
property  what  it  is  to-day  by  their  untiring  en- 
ergy and  careful  business  management.  The 
business  was  incorporated  in  March,  1856. 
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L.  B.  Darling  Fertilizer  Co.  —  Manufacturers 
of  fertilizers,  oils,  tallow  and  glue.  Business 
begun  in  a  small  way  by  Lucius  B.  Darling  in 
1865,  on  Mineral  Spring  avenue,  Pawtucket, 
west  of  the  Lorraine  Mfg.  Co.  mills  where  the 
extensive  plant  is  now  located.  He  gradually 
developed  the  business  until  his  works  con- 
sumed nearly  all  of  the  bones  collected  in  Provi- 
dence and  Pawtucket  and  this  section  of  the 
State.  The  business  was  incorporated  in  i88g 
under  the  present  name,  L.  B.  Darling  being 


George  H.  Fuller  &  Son. — Manufacturers  of 
jewelers'  findings.  Business  established  in  1861 
by  George  H.  Fuller,  which  makes  it  one  of  the 
oldest  findings  houses  in  the  State.  He  began 
in  the  Payne  &  Taylor  Building,  but  his  present 
works  are  located  on  the  banks  of  the  Black- 
stone  River,  at  the  eastern  end  of  the  Suspen- 
sion Bridge,  Pawtucket.  It  is  one  of  the  largest 
plants  of  its  kind  in  Rhode  Island,  and  their 
goods  have  always  been  considered  the  best 
that  have  ever  been  made.    In  1878  Mr.  Fuller 


Smith  Webbing  Co.  Plant,  Pawtucket,  R.  I. 


its  first  President  and  remaining  in  that  office 
until  his  death,  the  former  name  being  L.  B. 
Darling  &  Co.,  a  brother  of  Mr.  Darling  being 
a  partner  in  the  business  before  its  incorpora- 
tion. Mr.  Darling  was  born  October  3,  1827, 
and  died  January  3,  i8g6.  He  was  prominent 
in  business  circles,  and  in  1885  was  elected 
Lieut. -Governor  of  Rhode  Island,  and  re-elected 
in  1886.  He  was  one  of  Pawtucket's  most  en- 
terprising citizens.  The  business  of  the  fertili- 
zer company  is  now  controlled  by  outside  capi- 
tal, with  headquarters  in  New  York. 


took  his  son,  Charles  H.,  in  as  a  partner  and 
then  the  present  name  was  adopted.  Since 
Mr.  Fuller's  death,  June  26,  1892,  his  son  has 
continued  the  business  under  the  old  name. 

A.  E.  Tenney  Mfg.  Co. — Manufacturers  of 
arc  lamps,  cloth  stretchers,  models,  patterns, 
fine  machinery,  and  specialties.  They  have 
made  Morrill's  saw  set  for  a  great  many  years, 
which  is  owned  by  Mr.  Morrill  of  New  York. 
Mr.  A.  E,  Tenney  established  the  business,  and 
is  the  present  manager.  Fred  Tenney  is  Treas- 
urer of  the  company.  Works  located  in  the 
Broad  Street  Power  Co. 's  Building,  Broad  street, 
Pawtucket,  R.  I. 
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National  India  Rubber  Co — Manufacturers  of 
a  variety  of  goods  in  rubber,  including  hose  of 
all  kinds,  for  garden  or  steam  purposes,  belting, 
packing,  spittoons,  fire  buckets,  curry  combs, 
perforated  and  pressed  door  mats,  carriage 
cloth,  mackintoshes,  and  a  great  variety  of 
wearing  apparel,  carriage  aprons,  horse  covers, 
water  bottles  and  fountain  syringes,  carriage 
and  chair  cushions,  bed  pans,  operating  cush- 
ions, inflatable  bath  tubs,  bed  sheets,  life  pre- 
servers, tubing,  and  numerous  other  specialties 
in  the  line  of  druggists'  sundries.  Business  es- 
tablished by  Fix-Governor  Augustus  O.  Bourn 
iu  1864,  under  the  name  of  the  National  Rubber 
Co.,  the  goods  then  manufactured  being  prin- 
cipally, if  not  wholly,  rubber  boots  and  shoes. 
In  April,  1888,  the  business  was  reorganized  and 
incorporated  under  the  name  of  the  National 
India  Rubber  Co.  The  works  are  among  the  larg- 
est in  the  United  States,  and  the  business  of  the 
company  is  the  mainstay  of  the  town  of  Bristol, 
where  the  plant  is  located,  employing,  as  they  do, 
some  1,400  operatives.  The  officers  of  the 
company  are:  Samuel  P.  Colt,  President  and 
Treasurer;  W.  DeF.  Brown,  Secretary;  H.  H. 
Shepard,  General  Manager.  The  entire  works 
cover  an  area  of  eighteen  acres,  and  consist  of 
twenty-seven  buildings,  as  shown  in  the  cut 
upon  the  opposite  page.  There  are  two  pump- 
ing stations  maintained  by  the  company.  One 
for  supplying  spring  water  for  washing  the 
rubber,  and  the  other  for  supplying  salt  water 
from  the  harbor  which  is  used  in  the  condens- 
ers. Seventeen  boilers  are  supplied  from  the 
town  water  works,  which  supply  steam  for  three 
engines,  the  largest  of  which  is  a  Harris-Corliss 
looo-horse  power  engine. 

The  Rusden  Machine  Co.— Manufacturers  of 
bleaching,  dyeing,  printing  and  finishing  ma- 
chinery, which  are  their  specialties.  In  their 
marine  department  they  manufacture  steam 
steerers,  steam  and  hand  windlasses,  capstans, 
gasoline  yacht  engines,  and  coal  handling  ma- 
chinery. Business  established  in  1899  and  in- 
corporated the  same  year.  Capitalized  for 
$100,000.  Works  located  on  Water  street. 
Warren,  R.  I.  Employ  125  hands.  Officers: 
F.  C.  Sayles,  President;  E.  A.  Rusden,  Treas- 
urer and  Manager;  F.  C.  Sayles,  Jr.,  Secretary. 
Ethelbert  A.  Rusden  is  a  native  of  Manchester, 
England,  where  he  was  born  in  September, 
1861,  and  came  to  America  about  1884.  He 


learned  the  trade  of  a  machinist  in  his  native 
town,  in  the  employ  of  Mather  &  Piatt,  manu- 
facturers of  bleaching  and  dyeing  machinery. 
After  serving  a  seven  years'  apprenticeship, 
Mr.  Rusden  soon  after  became  the  company's 
representative  on  the  road,  traveling  in  nearly 
all  of  the  manufacturing  countries  of  the  old 
world,  where  he  introduced  their  machinery- 
During  this  time  he  was  stationed  in  Russia  for 
a  term  of  five  years,  where  he  looked  after  the 
interests  of  the  company  throughout  that  coun- 
try. Upon  arriving  in  the  United  States  he 
was  employed  for  a  dozen  years  or  more  prior 
to  the  organization  of  the  company  of  which  he 
is  the  General  Manager,  whose  machinery  is 
considered  as  fine  as  any  manufactured  in  this 
country.  The  power  is  supplied  by  an  exten- 
sive steam  plant,  and  the  works  are  equipped 
with  the  best  machinery  that  is  required  in  the 
manufacture  of  their  productions.  This  estab- 
lishment has  proved  of  great  benefit  to  the  town 
of  Warren,  and  is  one  of  the  most  substantial 
industries  of  the  State. 

Burdon  Wire  &  Supply  Co. — Manufacturers  of 
patent  seamless  filled  wire,  either  solid  or 
hollow,  made  with  a  coating  of  gold  on  the  out- 
side surface  of  wire  made  from  any  of  the  base 
metals.  The  company  also  manufacture  gold 
plated  flat  stock,  watch  bows,  and  joint  wire. 
Factory  located  at  109  Summer  street,  Provi- 
dence. Business  established  by  Levi  L.  Burdon 
(deceased)  in  1886,  who  secured  the  patent  the 
previous  year.  Incorporated  in  1888;  employ 
about  twenty-five  hands.  Officers,  Henry  J. 
Spooner,  President;  William  B.  Gladding, 
Treasurer  and  Manager ;  Henry  J.  Spooner,  Jr., 
Secretary  and  Superintendent.  At  the  present 
time  there  is  a  consolidation  with  a  Pawtucket 
concern  contemplated,  the  business  to  still  be 
carried  on  in  Providence. 

Crees  &  Court.  —  Die  sinkers  and  designers, 
hub  cutters  and  tool  makers  for  jewelry,  silver 
ware,  medals,  badges,  and  metal  ornaments. 
Business  established  in  1895.  Works  located  at 
21  Eddy  street.  Providence.  Eustice  Crees  and 
Charles  S.  Court  constitute  the  firm,  and  they 
are  both  natives  of  Birmingham,  England,  where 
they  served  their  apprenticeships  at  the  die-sink- 
ing business. 

Centreville  Mfg.  Co.  —  Manufacturers  of  cot- 
ton yarns.  Works  at  Rockville,  Hopkinton,  R. 
I.    Forty  thousand  spindles. 
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John  F.  Brady. — l';iectro  deposits  of  gold  and 
silver.  Ikisiness  established  in  1893.  John 
F.  l^rady  is  a  native  of  Salem,  N.  II.,  where  he 
was  born  August  16,  1863.  At  the  age  of 
twenty  he  entered  the  employ  of  Craighead  & 
Kintz  at  Ballardvale,  Mass.,  where  he  learned 
his  trade  under  the  direction  of  a  very  able  in- 
structor. He  came  to  Providence  in  the  year 
1886  to  accept  a  position  with  William  H.  Rob- 
inson &  Co.,  which  subsequently  became  Kent 
&  Stanley  and  later  the  Kent  &  Stanley  Co., 
where  he  remained,  at  the  head  of  their  plating 
department  until  1893,  when  he  began  his  pres- 
ent business  on  a  very 
small  basis,  on  Potter, 
now  Garnet  street.  The 
business  has  been  a  suc- 
cess in  every  respect, 
from  its  opening  up  to 
the  present  time,  which 
is  shown  by  its  rapid 
growth  in  the  past  few 
years.  Mr.  Brady's  new 
works  at  the  corner  of 
Friendship  and  Garnet 
streets  is  without  doubt 
the  most  complete  of  its 
kind  in  the  United 
States.  The  plant  con- 
sists of  a  substantial 
four-story  brick  build- 
ing containing  15,000 
square  feet  of  floor 
space,  perfectly  lighted 
and  ventilated  and 
equipped  with  steam 
power,  electric  lighting 
plant  and  elevators,  etc. 
All  of  the  most  improved  type  and  complete  in 
every  detail.  Mr.  Brady  is  a  student  of  the 
scientific  as  well  as  the  practical  part  of  his 
business  and  has  succeeded  in  developing  many 
valuable  improvements  in  methods  in  electro- 
depositing  the  precious  metals.  Plating  of  jew- 
elry has  become  an  important  part  of  his  busi- 
ness and  in  fact  it  may  be  said  that  his  success 
is  largely  due  to  his  skill  in  this  line,  although 

he  does  an  extensive  business  in  other  lines 
as  well. 

L.  Vaughn  &  Co.— Manufacturers  of  all  kinds 
of  building  materials  in  wood,  including  doors, 
sash,  blinds,  etc.    Business  established  about 


John  F. 


1850  as  a  carpenter  shop  by  Lorenzo  Vaughn, 
who  is  a  native  of  the  town  of  East  Greenwich, 
R.  I.,  where  he  was  born  March  2,  1827.  His 
planing  mill  is  located  at  1153  Westminster 
street.  Providence.  PZmploy  about  40  hands. 
Power  for  the  plant  is  supplied  by  a  20-horse 
power  Cruickshank  engine. 

Builders  Iron  Foundry. — Manufacturers  of  all 
kinds  of  iron  castings,  water  metres,  architec- 
tural iron  work,  and  do  contract  work  for  the 
government  in  the  manufacture  of  coast  defence 
guns,  etc.  Business  established  in  1822.  In- 
corporated in  1853.  Officers:  Zachariah 
Chafee,  President;  R. 
Austin  Robertson, 
Treasurer.  The  works 
are  located  on  Codding 
street,  and  are  one  of 
the  oldest  concerns  of 
its  kind  in  the  city,  as 
well  as  oneof  thelargest. 
During thepast  seventy- 
five  years  they  have  filled 
large  contracts  for  the 
government,  about  the 
last  of  which  was  the 
making  of  a  large  num- 
ber of  mortars  for  coast 
defence,  which  were 
counted  as  perfect  in 
the  line  of  heavy  ord- 
nance as  any  that  have 
ever  been  made.  The 
gun  carriages  and  the 
full  equipment  were  also 
made  by  this  concern. 

For  a  time  the  Rice  & 
Brady.  ^ 

Sargent   engmes  were 

made  in  these  works.  The  foundry  and  machine 
shop  are  equipped  with  all  kinds  of  machinery 
and  appliances  for  doing  nearly  every  kind  of 
metal  work. 

Diamond  Machine  Co. — Manufacturers  of  ma- 
chinery for  operating  emery  vvheels.  Their  pro- 
ductsare  manufactured  at  the  Builders  Iron  Foun- 
dry, on  Coddington  street.  Providence.  Business 
formerly  located  on  Atwell's  avenue.  John  A. 
Cross  is  treasurer  of  the  company.  Incorporated. 

George  W.  Dickinson.  —  Top  roll  coverer. 
Business  established  in  November,  1869.  Works 
located  at  44  Borden  street,  Providence.  George 
W.  Dickinson  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  in 
October,  1842. 
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Bradney  Novelty  Co. — Manufacturers  of  nov- 
elties in  scarf  pins,  brooches,  and  a  general  line 
of  rolled  gold  and  electro-plated  goods.  Works 
located  at  117  Point  street,  Providence.  Arthur 
J.  Myers,  the  proprietor,  was  born  in  Litchfield, 
England,  May  11,  1851,  he  began  manufactur- 
ing jewelers'  findings  in  South  Providence  in 
1885,  in  which  line  he  continued  for  about  five 


manufacturing  business,  assisted  by  Mrs.  Myers. 
He  established  the  business  of  the  Bradne}- 
Novelty  Co.  in  1898,  and  his  trade  has  graduall)^ 
increased  until  now  he  employs  about  25  hands 
in  his  establishment. 

The  Empire  Rubber  Shoe  Co. — Manufacturers 
of  rubber  shoes.  The  present  business  was  in- 
corporated  in   June,    190 1.      Capitalized  for 


Plating  Works  of  John  F.  Brady,  Corner  Friendship  and  Garnet  Streets,  Providence. 


years.  For  a  number  of  years  Mr.  Myers  was  a 
regular  Minister  of  the  Gospel  in  the  Primitive 
Methodist  Church,  during  which  time  he  gave 
up  the  manufacturing  business.  He  is  at  pres- 
ent pastor  of  a  church  just  outside  of  the  city  of 
Providence.  He  is  also  a  deacon  in  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church,  and  does  a  great  deal  of 
church  work,  at  the  same  time  attending  to  his 


$50,000.  Factory  located  on  Oak  street,  Woon- 
socket,  R.  I.  Employ  140  hands.  Officers  : 
Herman  Clarke,  President;  C.  V.  N.  Radclife, 
Treasurer;  Charles  P.  Russell,  Secretary.  The 
building  was  erected  by  the  Model  Rubber  Co. 
in  1899,  and  is  a  substantial  wooden  structure, 
well  equipped  with  modern  rubber-working 
machinery. 
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Fuller  Iron  Works.  —  Manufacturers  of  iron 
castings,  water  works  specials,  steam  and  gas 
Hanged  pipe  and  fittings,  and  general  machinery 
castings.  Business  established  in  1840.  Works 
located  on  South  Main,  Tockwotton,  Pike  and 
Benefit  streets,  Providence.  Incorporated  in 
1894.  Capitalized  for  ^100,000.  Employ  100 
hands.  Officers:  Frederic  Fuller,  President; 
Frederic  H.  Fuller,  Vice-President;  H.  Clinton 
P^uller,  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

Frederic  Fuller,  the  President  of  the  com- 


that  time  it  was  considered  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant foundries  in  this  section  and  of  New 
ICngland,  and  the  fact  that  upon  the  introduc- 
tion of  water  into  the  city  of  Boston,  many  of 
the  large  water  mains  of  the  Boston  water 
works  were  cast  here  at  Frederick  Fuller's 
foundry,  is  evidence  that  the  foundry  was 
equipped  for  doing  the  heaviest  of  work  that 
was  required  at  that  time.  Mr.  Fuller  carried 
on  the  business  in  his  own  name  until  his  death 
in  1865.  His  sons,  Frederic  and  George  Fuller, 
became  his  natural  successors  and  they  adopted 
the  name  of  Fuller  Iron  Works,  which  name  has 


Machine  Shop  of  the  Fuller  Iron  Works,  Providence. 


pany,  was  born  in  Easton,  Mass.,  March  8,  1825. 
He  came  with  his  parents  to  Cranston,  R.  1., 
where  his  father,  Frederick  Fuller,  began  the 
foundry  business  at  the  Cranston  ore  beds  in 
1833,  making  nearly  all  of  the  castings  for  the 
Spragues'  and  the  other  mills  of  the  Pawtuxet 
valley  of  that  period.  In  1840  Frederick  Fuller 
purchased  the  wooden  buildings  which  were 
erected  by  the  F"ox  Point  Foundry  Co.  upon 
the  site  of  the  present  plant.  The  builders  of 
the  foundry  never  completed  nor  operated  it, 
but  sold  the  property  to  Mr.  Fuller,  who  imme- 
diately equipped  the  same  and  began  business 
on  quite  an  extensive  scale  for  those  days.  At 


been  retained  ever  since.  The  business  was 
carried  along  as  a  firm  until  the  death  of  George 
Fuller  in  1894,  the  company  then  being  incor- 
porated, Mr.  Frederic  Fuller's  two  sons  enter- 
ing as  members  of  the  corporation  at  that  time. 

In  1869  the  three  story  brick  building  was 
erected,  along  with  other  improvements,  and 
the  steel  and  glass  machine  shop  was  built  in 
1893,  the  dimensions  being  90  by  220  feet,  the 
object  of  this  steel  structure  with  glass  upon 
three  sides  being  to  provide  perfectly  diffused 
light  through  the  heavy  ribbed  glass  that  was 
used.  This  was  the  first  steel  structure  of  its 
kind  erected  in  the  city  of  Providence.  It  is 
probably  the  best  lighted  machine  shop  in  the 
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country.  The  latest  addition  to  the  works  is 
the  foundry  building,  which  replaces  the  origi- 
nal wooden  structure,  and  was  erected  during 
the  present  year  of  igoi.  It  is  of  the  same 
steel  and  glass  construction  as  the  machine 
shop,  consisting  of  two  sections  50  and  40  feet 
wide  by  100  feet  in  length  and  together  with 
the  connecting  buildings  gives  an  area  of  about 
18,000  square  feet  for  foundry  purposes. 

Mr.  Frederic  H.  Fuller,  the  Vice-President  of 
the  company,  is  a  native  of  Providence  where 
he  was  born  in  May,  1847.  He  has  charge  of 
his  father's  brass  foundry,  which  is  located  at 
the  corner  of  South  Main   and  Tockwotton 


In  1896  Mr.  Fuller  built  the  Fuller  Building 
at  the  corner  of  Sabin  and  West  Flxchange 
streets,  one  of  the  most  substantial  business 
blocks  of  the  city,  and  in  other  ways  he  has 
shown  his  enterprise  and  public  spirit.  The 
first  use  that  this  new  building  was  put  to  was 
for  an  Industrial  Exposition  that  was  planned 
and  developed  by  the  Providence  Board  of 
Trade  as  a  means  of  displaying  many  of  the 
manufactured  products  of  the  State  for  the  in- 
spection of  the  Mexican,  Central  and  South 
American  delegates  who  were  making  a  tour  of 
the  country  on  the  invitation  of  the  Philadel- 
phia Commercial  Museum.    A  reception  was 


Office  and  Foundry  of  the  Fuller  Iron  Works,  Providence. 


streets.  Providence,  which  was  established  by 
Frederic  Fuller  in  1859. 

Mr.  R.  Clinton  Fuller,  the  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  of  the  company,  is  a  native  of  Provi- 
dence where  he  was  born  in  October,  1856.  He 
was  educated  in  Providence,  and  after  leaving 
school  entered  the  employ  of  the  company,  ac- 
quiring a  complete  knowledge  of  the  various  de- 
partments of  the  business.  He  is  at  present 
the  manager  of  the  works. 

Mr.  Frederic  Fuller,  the  President  of  the  com- 
pany, has  made  the  Fuller  Iron  Works  as  well 
known  as  any  similar  concern  in  the  State, 
gradually  enlarging  the  plant  to  meet  the  in- 
crease of  trade. 


tendered  them  upon  their  arrival  the  17th  of 
June,  at  which  Governor  Elisha  Dyer  made  the 
address  of  welcome.  The  exhibition  was  very 
complete,  filling  nearly  the  entire  building. 

Frederic  Fuller  Bell  and  Brass  Foundry. — 
Manufacturer  of  church,  school,  factory  and  fire 
alarm  bells,  heavy  brass  and  bronze  castings  of 
every  description,  composition  rolls  for  calen- 
ders and  paper  machinery.  Works  located  at 
the  corner  of  South  Main  and  Tockwotton 
streets.  Providence.  Business  established  by 
Mr.  Fuller  in  1859.  Many  of  the  mills  through- 
out the  State,  as  well  as  churches  and  Fire  De- 
partment of  the  city  of  Providence,  are  sup- 
plied with  bells  from  this  foundry. 
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The  Towel  Rack  and  Novelty  Mfg.  Co.— Manu- 
facturers of  towel  racks  and  novelties  in  wood 
and   metal.    Business  established  in  1875  by 


Charles  A.  Brickley. 


Chas.  A.  Brickley.  He  began  manufacturing 
towel  racks  on  South  Main  street  after  leav- 
ing school,  and  later  removed  to  Aborn  street, 
remaining  there  about  five  years.  Increase  of 
business  compelled  him  to  enlarge  his  facilities, 
which  he  did  by  erecting  a  large  plant  at 
Auburn,  R.  I.,  in  1890.  He  manufactures  a 
variety  of  styles  in  wood  and  metal  towel  racks. 
His  goods  are  extensively  used  throughout  the 
United  States  and  export  trade  is  carried  on 
through  the  New  York  office,  30  Warren  street. 
The  business  has  been  managed  under  the 
supervision  of  Mr.  Brickley,  who  has  made  the 
enterprise  successful,  having  received  several 
medals  on  his  designs. 

Greenwich  Bleachery. — Bleachers,  dyers  and 
printers.  Business  originally  established  about 
1840  by  the  East  Greenwich  Mfg.  Co.,  and 
known  as  the  "Green's  Dale  Bleachery."  A 
Mr.  Thornley  operated  the  plant  for  some  time, 
and  afterwards  the  works  came  into  the  posses- 
sion of  George  J.  Adams,  who  converted  the 
bleachery  into  a  print  works  for  printing  de- 
laines, which  were  the  first  goods  of  this  kind 
printed  in  the  United  States.  They  proved  the 
most  beautiful  article  for  dress  goods  that  were 


put  upon  the  market,  and  the  tickets  upon  the 
cloth  being  printed  in  J^'rench,  purchasers  be- 
lieved they  were  buying  foreign  fabrics.  l"he 
printing  was  done  with  wooden  blocks  by 
Scotch  and  ]{nglish  workmen.  Later  he  began 
printing  calico,  which  was  successful  until  1850, 
when  the  entire  plant  was  destroyed  by  fire. 
The  owners  rebuilt  the  works,  and  Mr.  Adams 
began  "  Blue  Printing,"  which  he  continued 
until  1853;  the  firm  of  Adams  &  Butterworth 
was  formed  in  the  latter  year,  and  they  carried 
on  the  business  of  "Madder  Printing"  until  1856. 
Then  Mr.  Butterworth  operated  the  business 
alone  until  1858,  when  fire  again  destroyed  the 
works.  The  owners  again  rebuilt  the  works, 
and  leased  them  to  Theodore  Schroeder,  who 
operated  them  until  1862.  Since  1862  the  print 
works  were  operated  by  Adams  &  Butterworth, 
and  after  others  tried  to  carry  on  the  business, 
the  plant  finally  came  into  the  possession  of 
Peter  Corr,  of  Taunton,  Mass.,  an  extensive  tex- 
tile manufacturer,  who  is  the  present  owner,  or 
at  least  he  controls  the  business.  East  Green- 
wich was  at  one  time  noted  for  its  manufac- 
tures, but  at  present  there  is  very  little  done  in 
that  line.  The  print  works  are  located  on  Mas- 
kerchugg  brook,  at  the  south  end  of  the  village. 
This  stream  provides  very  pure  water  for 
bleaching  purposes,  but  the  plant  is  operated 
mostly  by  steam. 

Whittle  Dye  Works. —  Dyeing  and  finishing 
of  cotton  goods.  Business  established  by  W. 
E.  Whittle  in  1896.  Incorporated  in  1899. 
Capitalized  for  ;$20,ooo.  Works  located  at  Bell- 
fonte,  town  of  Cranston,  R.  I.,  formerly  known 
as  the  "Turkey  Red"  establishment.  Employ  125 
hands.  Officers:  W.  E.  Whittle,  President; 
T.  P.  Hines,  Treasurer;  R.  L.  Paine,  Secretary. 

Centredale  Worsted  Mills. —  Manufacturers  of 
worsted  yarns.  Incorporated  in  1891.  Capital- 
ized for  $100,000.  Employ  250  hands.  Mills 
located  at  Centredale,  R.  I.  The  company  also 
operate  another  mill  farther  up  the  stream,  at 
Stillwater,  R.  I.  Officers:  William  A.  Mackie, 
President;  James  Lister,  Jr.,  Treasurer ;  William 
Dracup,  Secretary.  The  first  mill  built  at 
Centredale  is  said  to  be  along  about  1820. 

Crompton  &  Knowles  Loom  Works.— Manufac- 
turers of  plain  and  fancy  looms,  jacquards,  dob- 
bies,  and  warp  stop  motions.  Headquarters  in 
Worcester,  Mass.  Providence  works,  corner  of 
Acorn  street  and  Harris  avenue. 
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D.  GofT  &  Sons. — Manufacturers  of  braids 
and  pluslies.  business  established  in  1861. 
Works  located  on  the  lilackstone  River  at 
Pawtucket  Falls,  and  is  one  of  the  most  ex- 
tensive textile  plants  in  the  State.  Incor- 
porated in  1884.  Darius  L.  Goff,  President  and 
Treasurer,  who  is  a  native  of  Rehoboth,  Mass., 
where  he  was  born  in  the  village  of  that  name 
March  20,  1840.  He  graduated  from  Brown 
University  in  1862.  The  business  under  the 
name  of  D.  Gofif  &  Sons  was  begun  in  the  old 
Stone  Mill,  situated  on  the  east  bank  of  the 
Blackstone  River,  just  above  the  Falls,  which 
was  erected  in  1813.  This  was  in  1864.  Busi- 
ness increased  rapidly,  and  another  mill  was 
hmh  just  south  of  the  old  mill.    In  1877  Darius 


but  his  son,  Darius  L.,  has  seconded  his  father's 
efforts  ever  since  the  beginning  of  the  business, 
and  since  his  father's  death  in  1891  he  has  had 
the  sole  management  of  the  concern.  He  is 
President  and  Treasurer  of  the  Bridge  Mill 
Power  Co.,  which  was  incorporated  in  1897, 
and  is  prominently  connected  with  a  number 
of  other  enterprises. 

Nottingham  Mill. —  .Manufacture  cotton 
goods.  Business  established  in  1826.  The  oldest 
steam  cotton  mill  in  N^ew  England.  It  was  first 
known  as  the  Providence  Steam  Mill,  under 
which  name  it  continued  to  do  business  until  1863. 
It  was  then  changed  to  the  Nottingham  Mills, 
and  later  to  the  Wauregan  Mills.  B.  B.  &  R. 
Knisj-ht  became  the  managers  of  the  mill  in 


Plant  of  D.  Goff  &  Sons,  Pawtucket,  R.  I. 


L.  Gofif  originated  the  idea  of  putting  up  braids 
on  rolls  and  fastening  the  ends  with  wire 
clasps.  This  patented  method  became  a  great 
success.  The  Goff  braids  have  been  in  com- 
mon use  throughout  the  United  States  and 
other  countries  for  many  years,  being  almost 
a  household  necessity  for  binding  the  skirts  of 
dresses,  coats,  etc.  In  1881  the  company  began 
the  manufacture  of 'mohair  plush  for  car  seats, 
furniture,  etc.,  which  is  equal  in  every  respect 
to  the  best  foreign  productions.  These  two 
productions  are  among  the  leaders  of  the 
manufactured  goods  of  the  State.  Lyman  B., 
youngest  son  of  Darius  Gofif,  was  admitted  to 
the  firm  in  1872,  and  became  Vice-President  upon 
its  incorporation.  Darius  Goff  was  the  prime 
mover  in  the  establishment  of  the  enterprise, 
(18) 


August,  1899,  and  the  following  year  the  name 
was  again  changed  to  Nottingham  Mill,  and  in 
January,  1901,  they  became  the  owners  of  the 
property,  putting  in  new  machinery  and  enlarg- 
ing the  plant,  making  it  a  modern  mill  so  far  as 
equipment  is  concerned.  The  mill  is  located  at 
the  junction  of  Eddy  and  Dyer  streets,  Provi- 
dence, the  rear  of  the  mill  bordering  on  the 
harbor  front.  Employ  250  hands.  Power  for 
the  plant  is  supplied  by  a  Harris-Corliss  cross- 
compound  and  a  Geo.  H.  Corliss  engine,  of  600 
horse  power.  The  old  original  engine  was  of 
the  walking  beam  type,  but  it  was  not  the  first 
engine  used  in  the  city.  The  second  engine  was  put 
in  by  what  is  now  known  as  the  Providence  D\  e- 
ing.  Bleaching  and  Calendering  Co.,  a  cut  of 
which  is  shown  in  this  book  in  connection  with 
that  company's  business  record. 
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The  Union  Wadding  Co. — One  of  the  oldest  of 
I'avvtucket's  industries  was  established  in  1847 
by  Darius  (ioff.  In  1859  Mr.  Goff  associated 
himself  with  John  D.  Cranston  and  Stephen 
l^rownell  under  the  firm  name  of  Goff,  Cranston 
&  Brownell,  for  carrying  on  the  business  of 
buying  and  selling  cotton  and  cotton  waste,  and 
to  the  members  of  this  firm  and  Menry  A. 
Stearns  he  disposed  of  three-quarters  of  his 
holdings  in  the  Union  Wadding  Co.  In  1870 
the  company  was  incorporated  with  a  capital  of 
;^200,ooo,  which 
was  soon  after  in- 
creased to  $300,- 
000.  In  1880  The 
Union  Wadding 
Co.  purchased  the 
business  and  assets 
of  Goff,  Cranston 
&  Brownell,  and 
the  stock  holdings 
of  Messrs.  Cran- 
ston and  Brownell 
were  purchased  by 
Mr.  Goff  and  his 
son,  Lyman.  Mr. 
Goff  was  President 
of  the  company 
from  1870  until  his 
death  in  iSgi.when 
he  was  succeeded 
by  his  son,  Lyman 
B.  Goff,  who  had 
been  Treasurer 
since  1880. 

Lyman  B.  Goff 
was  born  in  Reho- 
both,  Mass.,  Oct. 
19,  1841,  and  re- 
moved with  his 
parents  to  Paw- 
tucket  in  1847.  He  received  his  elementary  and 
preparatory  education  in  the  Grammar  and 
High  schools  of  Pawtucket  and  was  graduated 
from  Brown  University  with  the  class  of  1862. 
He  entered  the  military  service  at  F"ort  Aber- 
crombie,  Dakota,  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Sioux 
war  of  1862,  and  remained  in  the  service  until 
the  close  of  that  war.  Upon  his  return  to  Paw- 
tucket he  was  salesman  for  D.  Goff  &  Son  and 
continued  in  this  employment  until  1872,  when 
he  was  admitted  to  the  firm,  the  name  then  be- 


Lyman  B.  Goff. 


ing  changed  to  D.  Goff  &  Sons,  which  was  in- 
corporated in  1884.  In  1880  he  was  elected 
Treasurer  of  the  Union  Wadding  Co.  and  al- 
though retaining  his  interest  in  D.  Goff  &  Sons, 
he  devoted  all  of  his  time  and  energies  to  the 
business  of  the  Union  Wadding  Co.  Soon 
after  the  merging  of  the  two  concerns,  Goff, 
Cranston  &  Brownell  and  the  Union  Wadding 
Co.,  the  wadding  part  of  the  business  began  to 
fall  off,  and  from  that  time  to  the  present  it  has 
not  kept  pace  with  the  increase  of  population. 

Many  concerns 
have  attempted  its 
manufacture,  but 
have  been  obliged 
to  stop  on  account 
of  the  limited  de- 
mand for  the  goods, 
substitutes  of  all 
kinds  having  to  a 
large  extent  taken 
the  place  of  wad- 
ding. But  the  num- 
erous mills  starting 
up  so  rapidly  all 
over  the  country 
gave  an  impetus 
to  the  waste  busi- 
ness and  the  new 
management,  see- 
ing an  opportunity 
to  largely  increase 
that  department  of 
its  business,  pur- 
chased, in  1887,  the 
Riverside  Mills  of 
Augusta,  Ga., 
which  company  at 
that  time  was  large- 
ly engaged  in  the 
waste  business  as 


well  as  the  manufacture  of  cotton  batting.  For 
this  purpose  the  capital  of  the  Union  Wadding 
Co.,  which  had  several  times  been  increased 
to  meet  the  growing  demands,  was  again  in- 
creased, the  present  capitalization  being 
^1,500,000.  This  company,  at  its  mills  in 
Augusta  and  Pawtucket,  do  the  largest  waste 
business  in  this  country,  if  not  in  the  world,  and 
it  is  also  the  largest  manufacturing  establish- 
ment of  cotton  batting.  The  present  officers 
are:  Lyman   B.  Goff,   President;   Henry  A 
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A.  Stearns,  Vice-President;  Geo.  M.  Tliornton, 
Treasurer.  Mr.  Goff  is  President  of  the  Excel- 
sior Quilting  Co.  of  New  York  with  its  branch 
in  ('hicago,  and  is  President  of  the  Pawtucket 
Hair  Cloth  Co.  He  is  Vice-President  of  D.  Goff 
&  Sons,  also  of  the  Bridge  Mill  Power  Co.,  a 
corporation  formed  by  his  brother  Darius  L. 
and  himself,  to  handle  in  corporate  form  the 
multiplied  estate  of  Darius  Goff,  deceased,  and 
to  develop  the  water  power  on  the  west  side  of 
the  Pawtucket  river  at  its  lower  falls. 

This  company  built  the  electric  power  station, 
which  property  was  afterwards  sold  to  the  Paw- 
tucket Electric  Co.,  the  Bridge  Mill  Power  Co. 


Cohankus  Mfg.  Co.  of  Paducah,  Ky.,  and  in  the 
R.  I.  Hospital  Trust  of  Providence,  and  the 
Pawtucket  liranch  of  the  Industrial  Trust  Co.  He 
was  representative  from  I'awtucket  to  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  in  1888,  and  a  presidential  elec- 
tor the  same  year.  He  declined  the  Republi- 
can nomination  for  Lieut. -Governor  of  this 
State  in  1891.  He  was  a  national  commissioner 
to  the  World's  Columbian  Exposition  at  Chi- 
cago in  1893,  and  was  President  of  the  Paw- 
tucket Business  Men's  Association  for  five  suc- 
cessive years  from  1893.  He  was  an  active 
member  of  the  R.  I.  militia  with  the  rank  of 
of  Lieut. -Colonel,  and  commanded  the  battalion 


George  W.  Payne  &  Co. 

retaining  a  one-half  interest.  Mr.  Goff  is  also 
Vice-President  of  the  American  Textile  Co.  of 
Pawtucket,  a  corporation  organized  in  1890  by 
Hezekiah  Conant  and  Mr.  Goff,  together  with 
D.  L.  Goff,  Samuel  Conant,  and  Geo.  M.  Thorn- 
ton, for  the  manufacture  of  fine  laces  in  cotton 
and  silk.  He  is  Vice-President  of  the  Paw- 
tucket Street  Railway  Co.,  and  one  of  the  Vice- 
Presidents  of  the  Home  Market  Club  and  the 
National  Association  of  Manufacturers.  He  is  a 
director  in  all  of  the  above  named  companies 
and  in  the  Royal  Weaving  Co.  of  Pawtucket,  the 
Dominion  Wadding  Co.  of  Montreal,  Canada, 
the  Riverside  Mills  of  Augusta,  Ga.,  and  the 


Works,  Pawtucket,  R.  I. 

of  light  artillery  until  it  was  disbanded  under 
a  revision  of  the  militia  law  of  the  State.  In 
1890  he  organized  a  boys'  club  for  the  elevation 
and  advancement  of  the  working  and  newsboys 
of  Pawtucket,  and  in  1901  he  purchased  the 
Morton  estate  on  East  avenue  and  erected  a 
fine  building  186  feet  in  length  and  51  feet  in 
width,  four  stories  in  height,  equipping  it 
with  a  large  swimming  tank,  numerous  shower 
baths  and  dining  rooms,  three  bowling  alleys, 
gymnasium  and  a  large  auditorium,  reading, 
play,  class  and  other  rooms.  Mr.  Goff 
erected  this  building  as  a  memorial  to  his  son, 
Lyman  Thornton  Goff,  who  died  in  June,  1900, 
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and  deeded  it  to  the  Pawtiicket  Boys'  Club. 
Mr.  Goff  is  forceful,  energetic  and  progres- 
sive in  his  ideas  and  purposes,  and  succeeds  to 


Robert  Linton. 


the  prestige  of  his  father  in  carrying  forward 
the  greatly  enlarged  undertakings  he  had  estab- 
lished, while  originating  and  establishing  new 
and  diversified  industries  which  give  prosperity 
and  success  to  Pawtucket  beyond  other  manu- 
facturing centres. 

He  was  married  on  Dec.  14,  1884,  to  Almira 
Wheaton,  daughter  of  Jesse  Smith  and  Eliza- 
beth Viall  (Merry)  Thornton  of  Pawtucket. 
Their  children  were  Lyman  Thornton,  (died 
June  8,  1900),  and  Elizabeth  Lee. 

George  W.  Payne  &  Co. — ^lanufacturers  of 
cotton  and  woolen  machinery,  their  specialties 
being  spoolers,  hosiery  winders  and  quillers. 
Business  established  in  1865  by  Holmes  & 
Payne.  After  one  year  Mr.  Holmes  sold  his 
interest  to  George  AV.  Payne,  and  then  Thomas 
A.  Mathewson  was  admitted  and  the  firm  name 
became  Payne  &  Mathewson,  and  later  Mr. 
George  'SI.  Fanning  became  a  member  of  the 
firm,  the  business  being  carried  along  under 
this  name  for  fourteen  years.  Upon  'Sir. 
Mathewson's  death  the  firm  name  then  became 
George  W.  Payne  &  Co.  The  first  shop  was 
located  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Blackstone 
River,  between  the  Falls  and  the  upper  dam, 
where  the  mills  of  the  Littlefield  Manufactur- 
ing Co.  are  now  located.    After  two  years  a 


larger  shop  was  occupied  near  the  old  Grist 
Mill  Privilege,  below  the  Falls,  where  the  busi- 
ness was  carried  on  for  fourteen  years.  Then 
rooms  were  secured  in  the  Payne  &  Taylor 
Building  on  East  avenue.  In  February,  1883, 
the  firm  removed  to  their  present  location  in 
the  building  owned  by  the  Broad  Street  Power 
Co.,  at  106  Broad  street,  Pawtucket.  The 
works  now  cover  an  area  of  150  by  50  feet,  and 
an  ell  50  by  30  feet.  Employ  about  40  men. 
Mr.  Payne,  after  leaving  school,  went  to  work 
for  Payne  &  Taylor,  where  he  remained  for 
two  years  in  their  engraving  shop.  After  this 
he  served  three  years  to  learn  the  carpentering 
l)usiness  with  Andrew  R.  Slade.  Here  he  re- 
mained until  1865,  when  the  first  partnership 
was  formed  that  brought  out  the  successful 
business  that  followed.  He  is  a  native  of  Paw- 
tucket, where  he  was  born  in  June,  1843. 
(jeorge  M.  Fanning  was  born  in  East  Green- 
wich, R.  I.,  in  1842.  Mr.  Fanning  served  his 
apprenticeship  with  Cottrell  &  Babcock,  of 
Westerly,  and  Eales  &  Jenks,  of  Pawtucket, 
and  afterward  began  business  on  his  own  ac- 
count, and  then  entered  the  firm  of  George  V\  . 
Payne  &  Co.  in  1870. 

Hope  Paper  Company. — Manufacturers  of 
card  board,  glazed  and  lithograph  papers. 
Business  established  July  11,  icpi,  by  Eliza- 
1)eth  Linton,  who  is  the  sole  proprietor.  Rob- 
ert Linton,  Manager.  Oftice  and  factory 
located  at  296  Brook  street,  Pawtucket,  R.  I. 
Robert  Linton,  who  has  the  full  charge  of  the 
plant,  was  born  in  Paisley,  Scotland,  and  came 
to  America  in  1853.  His  knowledge  of  the 
manufacture  of  card  board,  glazed  and  litho- 
graph papers  is  complete,  and  liis  long  experi- 
ence in  this  line  of  manufacture  has  enabled 
him  to  acc|uire  a  system  that  few  paper  manu- 
facturers of  this  country  possess.  His  produc- 
tions have  been  sold  among  the  leading  lithog- 
raphers and  printers  of  the  United  States,  and 
they  have  given  iuii\  ersal  satisfaction.  ?\lodern 
i;)rinting,  both  in  lithograph  and  half-tone 
work,  requires  a  paper  Avith  a  surface  that  is 
perfect  and  made  specially  for  fine  ha'r  line 
eft'ects,  and  the  products  of  the  Hope  paper 
mills  meet  these  requirements.  The  works  are 
substantial  structures,  modern  in  every  respect, 
and  well  equipped  with  the  latest  paper  making 
machinery.  Power  for  the  works  is  supplied 
])v  a  Greene  steam  engine  of  125  horse  power, 
and  the  entire  plant  is  lighted  by  electricity. 

The  company  is  at  present  making  a  s.^e- 
cialtv  of  white  glazed  papers  for  boxmakers, 
and  has  the  reputation  of  producing  the  finest 
goods  in  this  line.  Although  a  comparatively 
new  concern,  it  has  already  gained  an  im- 
portant standing  in  the  commercial  world  n.nd 
bids  fair  to  become  one  of  Pawtucket's  most 
successful  enterprises. 
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J.  O.  Draper  &  Co. —  M  anii  facUircrs  of  olive 
oil  and  Imi^HsIi  li^'  so;\\)  lor  \vas!iiii,q"  wool, 
wooU'ii.     worsU'd     ami     silix'     ^'oocls.  while 


James  0.  Draper. 

chipped  soap  for  straw,  print  works  and 
steam  laundries,  palm  oil,  bleaching,  full- 
ing and  scouring-  soaps  for  all  factory  uses. 
Also  family  soaps  of  all  kinds  and  a  large  line 
of  toilet  soaps.  Business  established  in  1861 
by  James  O.  Draper  and  Abner  Atwood,  the 
business  being  carried  on  under  the  firm  name 
of  Draper  &  Atwood  until  1867,  when  Augustus 
W.  Crowell  was  admitted  as  a  meml^er  of  the 
firm,  the  name  then  being  changed  to  Draper, 
Atwood  &  Co.  A  few  months  later  Mr.  Draper 
bought  out  the  interests  of  his  partners,  and 
carried  on  the  business  alone  until  1871,  when 
Arthur  W.  Stanley  was  admitted  as  a  partner, 
the  name  of  the  firm  then  adopted  being  J.  (J. 
Draper  &  Co.,  which  has  heen  the  stAde  tn  the 
present  time.  James  O.  Draper  was  1:)orn  in 
Attleboro,  June  29th,  1818.  He  attended  the 
public  schools  and  worked  on  his  father's  farm 
until  he  was  16,  when  he  went  to  Abington, 
Mass.,  and  learned  tlie  trade  of  shoemaking. 
At  20  he  went  to  Mobile,  Ala.,  where  he  and 
his  brother-in-law,  J.  H.  .Stanley  (father  of  .\. 
W.  Stanley,  his  later  partner),  were  engaged 
in  the  produce  business,  lie  returned  to  A^r- 
tleboro  and  took  charge  of  his  father's  farm 
and  did  some  shoemaking,  and  in  1849  went 
'round  the  Horn  to  California  on  the  steamer 
Areotus  and  was  six  months  on  the  way.  Tn 
1850  he  returned  home  for  a  short  time,  but 
went  to  (  alifornia  again  in  1852  and  remained 


there  iinlil  185O,  and  in  iXOr  with  Abner  At- 
wood started  the  soap  business  in  I'awtucket. 
lie  was  a  man  of  sterling  character,  strong 
feelings,  an  enemy  to  1)e  feared  and  a  friend 
who  would  stand  by  to  the  end. 

Mr.  A.  W.  Stanley  is  a  native  of  Atllebonj, 
Mass.,  where  he  was  born  September  30th, 
1847,  and  was  a  nephew  of  the  founder  of  thc) 
business.  Soon  after  l)ecoming  a  member  of 
tlie  firm  he  carried  the  principal  burden  of  the 
business,  and  to  his  enterprise  and  strict  atten- 
tion to  its  details,  the  steady  growth  of  the 
concern  is  largely  due.  Upon  the  death  of  Mr. 
Draper,  October  14,  1891,  he  became  the  sole 
manager  and  has  continued  to  give  his  per- 
sonal attention  to  the  business  ever  since  that 
time.  Mr.  Stanley  has  been  interested  in  other 
enterprises  of  importance.  The  Manufacturers 
ISuilding  of  I'rovidence,  one  of  the  largest 
manufacturing  buildings  in  the  State,  was  built 
by  the  Kent  &  Stanley  Co.,  of  which  he  was  the 
President,  and  he  was  also  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Kent  &  Stanley,  manufacturing  jewel- 
ers of  Providence,  which  concern  was  con- 
sidered one  of  the  most  enterprising  of  the  city. 
The  soap  works  were  completed  in  their  pres- 
ent form  in  1869,  60x90  feet,  three  stories  in 
height.  There  is  also  a  store  house,  60x80 
feet,  of  three  stories.  The  works  are  well  ar- 
ranged for  the  manufacture  of  soap,  and  ar^ 
c(|uipped  with  modern  machinery  and  ap-' 
pliances.  The  annual  output  of  the  factory  is 
about  5,000,000  pounds,  and  their  products 
have  become  very  popular  among  the  manu- 


Arthur  W.  Stanley. 

facturers  of  the  country,  because  of  the  uni- 
form (|ualit\-  of  their  goods.  The  works  are 
located  on  iM'ont  and  Clav  streets,  Pawtucket. 
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When  Mr.  Draper  first  began  business  his 
plant  was  a  very  small  affair  as  compared  with 
the  present  factory,  but  the  business  from  the 
start  has  enjoyed  a  steady  growth,  and  the 
works  were  enlarged  from  time  to  time  to  meet 
the  increase  of  business,  until  the  present  ex- 
tensive establishment  was  completed.  The 
firm  have  not  passed  a  weekly  payroll  since 
the  establishment  of  the  business,  almost  41 
years  ago,  and  are  supplying  some  of  the  same 
customers  they  began  business  with. 

Wilson's      Shoddy      Mill.  —  Manufacture 


wood  and  iron  work  for  wagons  and  carriages. 
Works  located  in  Woonsocket,  just  above  the 
Falls,  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Blackstone  River. 
He  is  a  native  of  St.  Hyacinthe,  Canada,  where 
he  was  born  February  18,  1868.  He  came  to 
W^oonsocket  in  1886,  and  after  spending  a  few 
years  in  Vermont  learning  the  trade  of  a  car- 
riage smith,  he  returned  and  established  the 
present  business. 

Charles  W.  Jencks  &  Bro. — ^ilanufacturers 
of  paper  and  wooden  boxes.    Business  established 
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shoddy.  Owned  by  William  R.  ^^'ilson  and  his 
nephew,  Herbert  M.  Wilson.  The  manufacture 
of  shoddy  was  begun  here  in  1866.  The  first  mill 
was  destro}-ed  by  fire  in  1871,  and  rebuilt  the 
same  year.  From  1878  until  1893  Herbert  M. 
Wilson  carried  on  the  shoddy  mill,  and  then 
Olney  T.  Inman  leased  the  property  and  carried 
on  the  same  line  of  business.  Mill  located  on 
the  Wilson  reservoir  which  is  supplied  by  the 
Clear  River,  about  two  miles  from  Pascoag,  R.  I. 
J.  L.  Fugere. — ^yfanufacturer  of  all  kinds  of 


in  September,  1852.  Works  located  at  31  Broad 
street.  Providence.  This  is  one  of  the  oldest 
paper  box  concerns  in  the  country.  Charles  ^^^ 
and  John  J.  Jencks,  the  proprietors,  are  both 
natives  of  Providence.  They  are  the  sole  manu- 
facturers of  the  "Sensible"  mailing  box.  Employ 
about  200  operatives. 

John  F.  Lassen  &  Co. — Manufacturers  of 
awnings,  tents,  sails,  etc.  Business  established 
iu  1893.  Works  located  at  923  Westminster 
street.  Providence.  John  F.  Lassen  is  a  native 
of  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia. 
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The  A.  T.  Atherton  Machine  Co.  Manufac- 
turers of  cotton  mill  machinery.  Business  es- 
tablished in  1887  as  the  I'otter  &  Atherton  Ma- 
chine Co.  The  name  was  changed  in  1893  to 
The  A.  T.  Atherton  Machine  Co.,  and  in  1896 
the  business  was  reorganized  under  the  same 
name.  Works  located  on  Prairie  avenue,  Paw- 
tucket,  on  the  India  Point  Branch  of  the  N.  Y., 
N.  H.  &  H.  R.  R.  A  new  building,  modern  in 
every  respect,  and  just  completed  this  year  of 
1901.  Employ  about  200  hands.  Officers:  E. 
L.  Freeman,  President ;  Geo.  W.  Stafford,  Vice- 
President;  Fred  Anthony,  Secretary  and  Treas- 


remained  for  six  years.  He  then  accepted  the 
office  of  clerk  for  the  Hebron  Mfg.  Co.,  in  He- 
bronville,  R.  I., remainingthree  years.  Andthen 
after  serving  one  year  with  A.  B.  McCrillis  & 
Co.,  he  engaged  with  Oliver  Johnson  &  Co., 
Exchange  street  and  Exchange  place,  remaining 
about  two  years,  and  then  he  accepted  a  posi- 
tion with  the  Congdon  &  Carpenter  Co.,  where 
he  remained  some  seventeen  years,  after  which 
he  engaged  with  the  A.  T.  Atherton  Machine 
Co.,  in  1899,  and  in  April,  1901,  he  was  elected 
the  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  corporation. 
P"red  A.  Wilde,  the  General  Manager  of  the 
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urer;  Fred  A.  Wilde,  General  Manager.  The 
Board  of  Diretors  are:  E.  L.  Freeman,  Geo.  M. 
Thornton,  D.  L.  Goff,  Edward  Smith  and  Geo. 
W.  Stafford. 

Mr.  Anthony,  the  Treasurer  of  the  company, 
is  a  native  of  Coventry,  R.  I.  After  leaving 
school  he  entered  the  employ  of  Chas.  F.  Pease 
of  Boston,  in  the  upholstery  business,  and  later 
engaged  with  Annable  &  Allen  in  the  dry 
goods  business  in  the  Arcade  in  Providence,  as 
bookkeeper.  After  leaving  this  place  he  en- 
tered the  employ  of  John  H.  Eddy  &  Co.,  on 
Exchange  street  as  their  bookkeeper,  where  he 


company,  is  a  native  of  Providence.  He  was  em- 
ployed for  SIX  years  with  the  Geo.  W.  Stafford 
Mfg.  Co.,  of  Providence,  which  later  consoli. 
dated  with  the  Knowles  Loom  Works,  and  was 
known  as  the  Providence  Branch,  and  later  as 
the  Providence  Branch  of  the  Crompton  & 
Knowles  Loom  Works.  After  leaving  this 
company  he  entered  the  employ  of  The  A.  T. 
Atherton  Machine  Co.,  as  Asst.  Manager,  at  the 
time  of  the  reorganization  in  1896.  January  i, 
1 90 1,  he  was  elected  the  General  Manager  of 
the  business.  The  works  formerly  occupied 
were   located    on   Broad    street,  Pawtucket, 
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which  were  a  part  of  the  property  owned  by  the 
Broad  Street  Power  Co.  The  new  plant  will 
afford  an  increased  floor  space,  which  will  en- 
able the  company  to  carry  on  their  business  on 
a  larger  scale,  in  a  factory  that  is  equipped  with 
all  of  the  modern  machinery  necessary  in  the 
manufacture  of  their  cotton  machinery. 

Woonsocket  Rubber  Co.  —  Manufacturers  of 
rubber  boots  and  shoes.  Business  established 
in  1865  by  Lyman  A.  Cook  and  Simeon  S. 
Cook,  who  soon  after  employed  Joseph  Banigan 
to  help  set  up  the  machinery  for  the  new  works. 
In  May,  1867,  the  business  was  incorporated 
under  the  present  name,  the  incorporators  be- 


ing: Lyman  A.  Cook,  Simeon  S.  Cook,  Joseph 
Banigan,  Latimer  W.  Ballou  and  Henry  L. 
Ballou.  Works  are  located  at  Woonsocket,  R. 
I., and  Millville,  Mass.  Capitalization,  $3,000,000. 
Employ  2,500  hands.  The  present  officers  are: 
Samuel  P.  Colt,  President ;  Frederick  Cook, 
Treasurer;  C.  H.  Guild,  Secretary.  Twenty 
boilers  are  required  to  furnish  steam  for  both  of 
the  mills,  and  Corliss  engines  are  used  to  the 
extent  of  about  2,000-horse  power.  The  factory 
at  Millville  manufactures  rubber  boots  and  the 
Alice  Mill  at  Woonsocket  is  where  the  rubber 
shoes  are  all  made.  The  accompanying  cut  is  a 
good  representation  of  the  Alice  Mill,  and  the 
factory  at  Millville  is  very  similar  in  style  and 


construction.  During  a  greater  part  of  his  life 
the  late  Joseph  Banigan  was  the  controlling- 
spirit  of  the  company,  and  to  his  energy  much 
of  the  success  of  the  undertaking  was  due.  The 
weekly  pay  roll  of  this  company  amounts  to 
over  $20,000.  The  capacity  of  the  Millville 
plant  is  8,000  pairs  of  boots  daily,  and  that  of 
the  Woonsocket  factory  is  25,000  pairs  of  shoes 
in  a  single  day.  These  rubber  goods  are  made 
in  all  of  the  prevailing  styles  so  that  every  per- 
son may  have  as  good  a  fitting  rubber  as  they 
have  in  a  shoe. 

American  Textile  Co.  —  Manufacturers  of  lace 
goods  in  cotton  and  silk.    Business  incorpor- 


ated  in  1898,  works  built  in  1900,  in  l^awtucket, 
just  over  the  line  from  Providence,  near  the 
dye  works  of  the  R.  D.  Mason  Co.  The  mill  is 
a  modern  one,  and  the  industry  promises  to  be 
one  of  the  new  enterprises  that  will  be  of  great 
advantage  to  the  State  in  the  line  of  manufac- 
tures. Power  supplied  by  steam.  Officers: 
Hezekiah  Conant,  President ;  Lyman  B.  Goff, 
Vice-President;  George  M.  Thornton,  Secretary 
and  Treasurer. 

J.  D.  Warren  &  Co.  —  Manufacturers  of  solid 
gold  stone  rings,  and  sterling  silver  rings.  Busi- 
ness established  about  1880,  and  by  the  present 
company  in  February,  1899.  Works  located  at 
21  Eddy  street.  Providence. 
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Eagle  Mills.  —  Manufacturers  of  corduroys, 
plush,  antl  cotton  dress  goods.  Business  estab- 
lished under  the  name  of  the  Groton  Mfg.  Co., 
and  in  1882  the  business  was  reorganized  under 
the  name  of  the  liagle  Mills.  Factories  located 
near  the  new  bridge,  Woonsocket,  R.  I.  The 
old  wooden  mill  owned  and  operated  by  this 
company  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  city  now 
in  operation,  being  built  probably  in  1831  by 
John  W.  Buffum,  and  known  as  "Buffum's 
Mill,"  until  the  second  mill  was  built  a  few 
years  afterwards,  when  they  were  known  as 
"Law's  Mills,"  in  honor  of  George  Law,  who 
was  the  Superinten- 
dent and  Manager  for 
a  number  of  years. 
John  Buffum  certainly 
purchased  the  land 
here  in  1831,  and  he 
probably  built  the  old 
wooden  factory  the 
same  year.  The  style 
of  architecture  of  this 
mill  was  in  use  in 
Rhode  Island  for  mill 
purposes  the  first  half 
of  the  Nineteenth  Cen- 
tury. Employ  about 
300  hands.  Officers: 
Charles  Morris  Smith, 
President;  George  M. 
Smith,  Treasurer  and 
Secretary;  George  H. 
Grant,  Superintendent. 
Mr.  Grant  is  a  native 
of  Woonsocket,  where 
he  was  born  December 
II,  1837.  He  received 
his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Woon- 
socket and  IS  a  graduate  of  Smithville  Semin- 
ary, of  North  Scituate,  R.  L  After  leaving 
school  he  worked  for  his  uncle  in  the  grocery 
business  in  Pawtucket,  and  soon  after  he  was 
employed  by  F^dward  Harris,  the  famous 
woolen  manufacturer,  to  learn  the  trade  of  a 
machinist.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebel- 
lion he  was  the  boss  machinist  at  the  Jenks' 
Mill  in  Jenksville,  Woonsocket,  now  the  Guerin 
Spinning  Co.  Mill.  He  also  worked  as  a  ma- 
chinist in  Providence  at  the  ]^>anklin  F'oundry 
and  Hope  Iron  Foundry  along  about  1858  and 
1859.    He  was  afterwards  made  the  foreman  of 


George  H.  Grant. 


the  machine  shop  of  the  Harris  Privilege  mill 
in  Woonsocket,  now  the  Lawton  Spinning 
Company  plant.  After  remaining  there 
for  a  number  of  years  he  entered  the  employ  of 
the  Groton  Mfg.  Co.  in  what  was  commonly 
called  Law's  Mills,  in  1872,  as  master  mechanic 
the  first  year,  and  the  second  year  he  was  ap- 
pointed the  superintendent,  a  position  which  he 
has  held  to  the  present  time.  Mr.  Grant  was 
honored  by  the  citizens  of  Woonsocket,  who 
elected  him  the  first  Mayor  of  the  city.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  first  Town  Council  which 
was  formed  in  1865.    He  was  a  member  four 

years,  and  president  of 
the  Council  one  year, 
and  was  Chief  of  the 
fire  department.  Since 
that  time  Mr.  Grant 
has  paid  strict  atten- 
tion to  business,  and 
has  not  accepted  any 
other  public  positions. 
Mr.  Grant  was  ensign 
of  Co.  K,  1st  Rhode 
Island  Infantry,  and 
was  later  promoted  to 
captain  of  Co.  D,  5th 
R.  I.  Heavy  Artillery. 
The  Eagle  Mills  are 
supplied  by  power 
from  the  Blackstone 
trench  to  the  extent 
of  200-horse  power 
through  two  turbines, 
and  by  a  Harris-Cor- 
liss engine  of  380-horse 
power.  Upon  the  op- 
posite page  we  print  a 


cut  of  the  mills  made  from  an  old  print,  which 
was  taken  before  the  Baptist  church  was  moved 
from  Main  street.  And  another  from  a  photo- 
graph taken  December  5,  1901,  which  shows 
extensive  additions  that  give  nearly  double  the 
floor  space  for  manufacturing  purposes  over  the 
old  mill. 

There  is  the  same  interest  centered  in  this 
old  original  structure  that  we  find  in  connection 
with  all  of  the  old  mills  of  this  section,  which 
include  the  Jenksville  and  Hamlet  mills,  those 
near  Woonsocket  Flails,  and  others  that  have 
been  built  in  different  parts  of  the  city 
and  State. 


Eagle  Mills,  Woonsocket,  R.  I.  1875. 
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Woonsocket  Machine  and  Press  Co.  —  Manu- 
facturers of  cotton  machinery,  power  transmit- 
ting machinery  and  miscellaneous  iron  work. 
Business  established  as  the  Woonsocket  Foun- 
dry about  1838  on  South  Main  street,  Woon- 
socket, R.  I.  Later  the  name  of  the  company 
was  changed  to  the  Woonsocket  Machine  Co., 
and  in  1884  the  business  was  incorporated 
under  the  name  of  the  Woonsocket  Machine 
and  Press  Co.,  with  a  capitalization  of  $200,000, 
the  plant  being  removed  to  its  present  location 
on  Second  avenue,  Fairmount  district,  Woon- 
socket, in  1879.  The  works  consist  of  a  foun- 
dry, machine  shop,  blacksmith  shop,  pattern 
house,  shafting  department,  dry  shed,  sand  shed, 
store  house,  boiler  house,  etc.,  the  main  build- 
ing being  475  feet  long  by  52  feet  wide,  and 
the  various  wings  making  full  as  much  more 
floor  space  as  the  main  structure.  Employ  650 
operatives.  One  of  the  largest  machinery 
manufacturing  plants  in  the  United  States- 
Officers:  Edward  H.  Rathbun,  President; 
William  S.  Hopkins,  Treasurer ;  Stanley  G. 
Smith,  Secretary ;  Malcolm  Campbell,  General 
Manager. 

The  business  began  in  a  small  way,  but  the 
quality  of  its  productions  built  up  a  good  trade, 
and  gradually  the  plant  has  been  increased 
until  it  reached  its  present  dimensions.  One  of 
the  principal  events  that  brought  about  a  boom 
for  the  concern  was  the  purchasing  of  the  City 
Machine  Co.  of  Providence,  in  1888,  all  of  the 
patterns,  special  machinery,  jigs,  etc.,  used  in 
the  manufacture  of  the  fly  frame  that  bears 
that  company's  name,  all  of  which  were  re- 
moved to  the  Woonsocket  Machine  and  Press 
Co.'s  works.  For  twenty  years  before  this  time 
the  City  Machine  Fly  Frame  had  been  in  use 
throughout  the  country,  receiving  the  best  of 
indorsements  from  the  manufacturers  using 
them,  and  since  this  company  became  the  own- 
ers they  have  made  many  improvements  that 
places  it  in  the  front  rank  of  cotton  machinery, 
vastly  superior  to  the  machine  as  originally 
built.  The  improvements  that  have  made  this 
fly  frame  so  popular  was  first  the  introduction 
of  the  single  gear  horse  head  in  1891,  which 
overcame  the  back  lash  which  had  been  the 
difficult  thing  to  overcome  in  other  machines, 
as  well  as  high  speed  gearing.  In  con- 
nection with  this  invention  was  a  device  by 
which  they  did  away  with  a  great  amount  of 


friction  which  was  necessarily  caused  heretofore 
by  the  compound  sleeve  revolving  in  an  oppo- 
site direction  from  the  main  shaft.  These  im- 
provements, which  were  so  valuable,  were 
eclipsed  in  1894  by  the  invention  and  introduc- 
tion of  the  vertical  shaft,  doing  away  with  the 
horse  head  entirely,  and  obtaining  a  positive 
drive  between  the  main  and  bobbin  shafts, 
through  an  angle  shaft,  vertical  shaft  and  slid- 
ing gear,  thereby  giving  an  even  tension  to  the 
roving  at  all  points  of  the  traverse,  an  impossi- 
ble result  with  the  use  of  the  horse  head  or  train 
of  gears  following  the  rail  up  and  down.  This 
vertical  shaft  has  proven  the  invention  that  has 
made  this  fly  frame  the  acme  of  perfection,  and 
which  has  placed  them  in  the  mills  throughout 
the  country,  doing  a  class  of  work  that  is  abso- 
lutely perfect.  In  1895  Daly's  differential 
motion  and  their  patent  contact  gearing  were 
added,  and  the  next  year  the  steel  clearer  cov- 
ers and  steel  castings  were  put  on,  and  in  1897 
the  steel  draft  gear  bonnet  and  safety  cone 
catch  were  introduced,  and  in  1898  their  patent 
self-oiling  spindle  step  and  Campbell's  ball- 
bearing top  rolls.  These  inventions  make  the 
most  complete  up-to-date  fly  frame  manufac- 
tured in  New  England. 

The  great  advantage  derived  from  the  verti- 
cal and  angle  shaft  that  this  company  has 
brought  out,  is  the  fact  that  it  does  away  with 
all  gain  or  loss  heretofore  experienced  in  other 
machines,  because  the  motion  of  the  gears  is  al- 
ways continuous  in  one  direction,  regardless  of 
the  direction  taken  by  the  rail,  thereby  causing 
a  perfectly  even  tension  on  the  roving. 

Daly's  differential  gearing  overcomes  the 
great  amount  of  friction  and  breakage  caused 
by  the  several  bevel  gears  of  the  old  style  differ- 
ential, moving  at  double  the  speed  of  the  jack- 
shaft.  The  Daly  gearing  entirely  overcomes  all 
previous  difficulties,  producing  a  bobbin  of  yarn 
which  cannot  be  surpassed  by  any  other  ma- 
chine. This  invention  provides  spur-gears  run- 
ning in  the  same  direction,  and  at  half  the  speed 
of  the  old  style  machine. 

The  patented  improvement  used  for  regulat- 
ing the  tension  on  roving  frames  enables  the 
operator  to  make  the  change  from  the  front  of 
the  frame  by  simply  unlocking  the  controlling- 
wheel  and  turning  the  handle  to  the  right  or 
left,  as  the  case  may  require,  which  will  make 
the  change  on  coarse  frames  of  one-eightieth. 
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and  on  Hue  jack  frames  a  change  of  one-ninety- 
fifth,  thus  enabling  him  to  control  the  cotton  to 
a  fineness  never  before  acquired  by  any  other 
arrangement.  This  arrangement  always  allows 
the  cone  belt  to  return  to  its  proper  starting 
point,  so  that  the  tension  will  be  proper  when 
starting  on  the  empty  bobbin.  Every  manu- 
facturer recognizes  the  great  advantage  of  this 
invention  in  producing  even  weight  goods. 

The  self-oiling  spindle  step  patented  by  this 
company  for  the  City  Machme  Fly  Frame  re- 
quires oiling  but  twice  a  year.  It  is  constructed 
by  drilling  holes  through  the  partitions  between 
the  reservoir  and  bearing.  The  oil  enters  the 
bottom  of  the  bearing  and  is  siphoned  back  into 
the  reservoir  through  the  top,  thereby  provid- 
ing for  no  loss  of  oil  except  by  wearing  and 
evaporation,  which  is  very  slight. 

The  Eeon  W.  Campbell  ball  bearing  top  roll 
now  used  on  this  fly  frame  is  superior  to 
other  rolls  because  it  requires  but  one-half  the 
weight  ordinarily  used,  and  runs  absolutely 
steady.  The  reason  for  using  less  weight  is  be- 
cause there  is  no  friction  to  overcome,  the  roll 
starting  the  instant  the  steel  roll  revolves. 
These  are  adapted  to  railway  heads,  drawing 
frames,  speeders,  spinning  frames  and  combers. 

We  have  described  at  considerable  length  the 
patented  improvements  of  the  City  Machine 
Fly  Frame  because  it  is  so  important  a  machine, 
used  extensively  among  the  textile  manufac 
turers  of  the  country,  in  producing  goods  of  the 
finest  texture.  These  improvements  explain 
very  clearly  how  well  the  work  is  done. 

The  company  also  make  W.  H.  Erskin's 
patented  cone  stop  motion  for  fly  frames,  which 
is  a  safety  stop  mechanism  to  prevent  the  ends 
breaking  down  in  front  if  the  cone  belt  should 
break,  and  it  is  very  successful  in  its  operation, 
and  is  full  as  important  as  their  safety  stop 
motion  which  prevents  the  break  down  of  the 
machine  by  stopping  the  frame  before  such  a 
result  is  brought  about  by  some  unnatural 
cause. 

The  next  machine  in  importance  to  their  fly 
frame  is  probably  their  patent  steam  rotary 
cloth  press,  which,  by  their  newly  patented  bed 
in  1893,  provides  for  four  points  of  contacts  as 
the  cloth  passes  through  the  press.  Two  points 
on  the  lower  and  two  points  on  the  upper  bed, 
and  the  concave  and  convex  surfaces  run  the 
entire  length  of  the  beds  so  that  the  roll  bears 


evenly  throughout.  Seams  in  the  cloth  where 
the  pieces  are  sewed  together  do  not  prevent 
this  patent  bed  from  pressing  the  cloth  evenly 
up  to  these  seams,  as  an  automatic  arrange- 
ment allows  the  four  thicknesses  of  cloth  to 
pass  through,  and  then  the  pressure  immediately 
comes  in  contact  with  the  even  cloth  close  up 
to  the  seams.  The  pressure  can  be  regulated 
in  this  machine  to  suit  all  requirements,  from 
4,000  to  10,000  pounds  by  simply  turning  the 
hand-wheel  that  connects  with  the  pressure 
cams.  The  steam  enters  one  end  of  the  bed 
and  the  condense  goes  out  of  the  other  end, 
givmg  a  perfect  circulation,  and  the  system  of 
piping  heats  the  beds  and  cylinders  evenly,  giv- 
ing a  uniform  heat  to  the  cloth,  which  causes  it 
to  press  evenly.  At  the  end  of  the  machine  is 
the  folding  device,  whereby  the  cloth  is  folded 
evenly  and  without  a  wrinkle  as  it  comes  from 
the  press. 

The  F"isher  Card  Feed  is  another  important 
machine  made  by  this  company,  which  is  being 
used  generally  throughout  the  country.  Any 
kind  of  stock  can  be  fed,  either  long,  short, 
coarse  or  hne.  It  is  made  with  few  parts,  and 
therefore  simple  in  construction,  and  very  dur- 
able. When  the  reservoir  is  full  it  runs  at  a 
slow  speed,  and  when  nearly  empty  will  run 
fast;  arranged  automatically.  Testimonials  from 
the  most  prominent  textile  companies  of  the 
country  declare  this  feed  to  be  perfect  in  every 
respect. 

The  improved  cloth  trimmer,  made  by  this 
company,  is  another  important  machine,  for  use 
in  cotton  mills  for  inspecting  and  brushing 
of  cloth,  leaving  the  goods  in  excellent  condi- 
tion on  rolls  ready  to  be  shipped.  They  are 
made  in  various  widths  as  mills  may  require, 
and  arranged  so  that  cloth  can  be  rolled  up  or 
unrolled.  A  bad  place  in  the  middle  of  the  cut 
can  be  unwound  by  simply  moving  a  hand 
lever.  These  machines  are  all  built  with  iron 
panels,  and  the  brush  bearings  are  arranged  so 
that  fire  cannot  originate  by  the  winding  in  of 
loose  threads  between  the  bearing  and  shoulder 
of  brush. 

The  McMichael  loose  reed  motion  made  by 
this  company  prevents  "shuttle  smashes"  and  is 
consequently  an  important  attachment.  It  is 
impossible  to  dent  the  reeds,  and  they  are 
locked  and  unlocked  automatically  by  this 
attachment. 
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A  very  important  adjunct  to  the  textile  ma- 
chinery manufacturing  business  of  the  Woon- 
socket  Machine  and  Press  Co.,  is  their  depart- 
ment for  the  making  of  power  transmitting  ma- 
chinery and  miscellaneous  iron  work,  which  in- 
clude shaftings,  hangers,  clutches,  flange  face 
couplings,  the  "Woonsocket"  Patent  Compres- 
sion Coupling,  horn  clutch  couplings,  safety 
horn  clutches,  the  latest  improved  friction  cut- 
off couplings,  spread  and  swivel  hangers,  yoke 
and  J  hangers,  post  hangers,  balance  wheels, 
coupling  and  pulley  forcing  machine  for  shaft- 
ing 4  inches  diameter  and  under,  improved  belt 


Power  for  the  works  is  supplied  by  two 
Allen  boilers  of  125-horse  power  each,  one 
Harris-Corliss  engine  of  175-horse  power, 
and  one  Ames  engine,  and  the  company  have 
their  own  dynamos  for  lighting  purposes.  The 
machinery  equipment  of  the  plant  is  modern  in 
every  respect. 

Eld  ward  Harris  Rathbun,  President  of  the 
company,  is  a  native  of  Woonsocket,  son  of  Ex- 
Lieut. -Governor  Rathbun,  and  grandson  of  the 
late  Edward  Harris,  the  manufacturer  who  first 
brought  American  woolen  goods  up  to  the 
standard  of  foreign  productions.    He  became 
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tighteners,  turntables,  covered  clamp  coup- 
lings, angle  belt  drives,  etc.  A  list  probably 
greater  in  the  line  of  power  transmitting  appli- 
ances than  are  made  by  any  other  concern  in 
this  section  of  the  country. 

Their  miscellaneous  castings  for  mill  con- 
struction include  fancy  and  plain  posts  of  any 
length,  post  caps,  pintles,  post  bases,  ventilators^ 
brackets  for  balconies,  saddles  for  truss  roofs, 
double  truss  rod  braces,  beam  end  brackets, 
corrugated  thin  iron  stair  treads  and  floor  plates, 
belt  scuppers,  hinges  and  catches,  brick  wall 
guards,  cast  iron  tubs,  door  frames,  babbitt 
ladles,  hitching  posts,  cast  iron  grate  bars, 
sewer  covers,  etc. 


the  President  of  the  corporation  upon  the  death 
of  Chester  B.  Smith  in  1899.  Mr.  Rathbun  is 
prominent  in  banking  circles,  and  is  promi- 
nently connected  with  a  number  of  manufactur- 
ing concerns  in  and  outside  of  the  State. 

William  S.  Hopkins,  the  Treasurer  of  the 
company  is  a  native  of  the  city  of  Providence. 
He  came  to  Woonsocket  in  1879,  and  was  em- 
ployed by  the  Woonsocket  Machine  Co.  as 
bookkeeper.  He  was  elected  Treasurer  of  the 
company  upon  its  incorporation  in  1885,  and 
has  held  that  position  to  the  present  time.  Mr. 
Hopkins  has  been  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen of  Woonsocket,  and  has  been  recognized 
in  other  ways  as  one  of  the  public  men  of  the  city. 
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Stanley  (I.  Smith,  the  Secretary  of  the  com- 
pany, is  a  native  of  Woonsocket,  and  is  the 
grandson  of  the  late  Mon.  Latimer  W.  Ballon, 
who  was  one  of  the  most  highly  respected  citi- 
zens of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island.    Col.  Smith 


enjoyed  an  extensive  experience  in  the  machin- 
ery business  before  coming  to  Woonsocket,  in 
the  works  of  the  Atherton  Machine  Co.  of  Low- 
ell, Mass.,  the  Dean  Steam  Pump  Co.  of  Hol- 
yoke,  Mass.,  the  Maine  Belting  Co.  of  Philadel- 


City  Machine  Slubbing  Fly  Frame.    Woonsocket  Machine  &  Press  Co.,  Woonsocket,  R.  I. 


has  held  the  position  of  Secretary  for  a  number 
of  years.  He  is  prominent  in  banking  circles, 
and  is  a  director  in  a  number  of  large  manufac- 
turing concerns. 

Malcolm  Campbell,  the  General  Manager  of 
the  company,  is  a  native  of  Palmer,  Mass.  Me 


phia.  Pa.,  the  Hampden  Cotton  Mills  of  Hol- 
yoke,  Mass.,  the  Palmer  Cotton  Mills,  Three 
Rivers,  town  of  Palmer,  Mass.  In  1890  he  was 
employed  as  the  Manager  of  the  business  of  the 
Woonsocket  Machine  and  Press  Co.,  which  po- 
sition he  has  held  to  the  present  time. 
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THE     FIRST     TEXTILE     MILLS  OF 
RHODE  ISLAND. 

Very  much  has  been  written  in  the  daily 
press,  and  some  records  have  been  made  in 
books  from  time  to  time,  relating  to  the  early 
cotton  and  woolen  factories  of  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island.  Some  of  these  statements  have 
proven  to  be  accurate,  but  many  of  them  have 
come  from  mere  hearsay,  and  proven  to  be 
entirely  inaccurate. 

For  convenience  and  general  reference,  we 
have  prepared  a  list  of  the  early  textile  mills 


ton  Mill,  and  on  the  site  of  the  Kent  Manu- 
facturing Co.,  the  present  mill  being  a  modern 
one,  the  old  mill  being  taken  down. 

In  1798  the  foundation  was  laid  for  the 
second  Slater  Mill,  which  was  built  upon  the 
east  side  of  the  Blackstone  River,  nearly  op- 
posite the  first  Slater  Mill  in  Pawtucket.  This 
mill  was  not  completed  until  1801,  and  was 
built  by  Samuel  Slater  &  Co.  Destroyed  by 
fire  some  time  prior  to  1824. 

In  1801  Rowland  Hazard  built  a  woolen 
factory  in  Peace  Dale,  but  the  original  building 
is  not  standing,  the  present  extensive  works 
having  been  begun  at  a  later  period. 

In  1807  the  "Green  Mill"  was  built  on  the 


Slater  Mill,  Pawtucket.    The  First  Cotton  Mill  Built  in  America — 1793. 


of  Rhode  Island,  which  we  believe  is  quite 
accurate,  the  information  being  in  most  cases 
gleaned  from  early  records  or  from  parties  liv- 
ing who  are  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the 
history  of  the  mill  about  which  they  have  given 
information.    The  list  is  as  follows: 

There  is  no  question  about  Samuel  Slater's 
cotton  spinning  mill  being  the  first  textile  fac- 
tory erected  in  the  State,  which  was  in  1793, 
and  which  is  still  standing,  in  the  city  of  Paw- 
tucket, on  the  west  side  of  the  Blackstone 
River,  at  the  upper  dam  at  Pawtucket  Falls. 

In  1794  the  Warwick  Spinning  Mill  was 
built  in  what  is  now  Centreville,  on  the  west 
side  of  the  river,  opposite  the  Centreville  Cot- 
(19) 


present  site  of  the  Centreville  Cotton  Mill,  in 
Centreville,  and  it  is  still  standing  in  the  mill 
yard  at  the  rear  of  the  new  factory,  and  de- 
voted to  the  storage  of  cotton,  etc.  It  is  a 
wooden  mill,  built  after  the  style  of  the  w^ooden 
factories  that  were  in  use  throughout  New 
England  during  the  first  half  of  the  nineteenth 
century.  It  is  still  in  a  good  state  of  preserva- 
tion. The  claim  is  made  that  this  was  the 
second  mill  in  this  country  to  begin  spinning 
yarn  to  be  woven  on  the  premises. 

The  same  year,  1807,  the  "Stone  Factory," 
also  locally  known  as  the  "Stone  Jug,"  was 
built  in  Crompton,  a  mile  distant  from  the 
"Green  IMill"  in  Centreville,  and  was  the  first 
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slom-  mill  crcrU'd  in  llie  Slate.  Il  is  still 
slaiiilin.i;  as  a  pari  t>\  llu'  iiiamrfact iirin^'  ])lant 
111  llu-  (  'r(  1111]  il  I  )ii  C  I  iiii])an\'. 

In  iSo^  llu-  original  Xalick'  .Mill  was  Iniilt 
at  Natick,  U.  I. 

In  1807  llu-  Slatcrs\ille  .Mill  was  completed 
at  Slatersville,  K'.  1. 

In  1807  the  mill  at  Anthony,  R.  I.,  was  com- 
pleted. The  claim  is  made  that  this  mill  was 
built  a  year  or  two  earlier,  but  1807  is  the  prob- 
able date. 

While  not  built  originally  for  textile  pur- 
poses, the  Smitlifield  Manufacturing  Co.  were 
spinning  cotton  yarns  in  the  old  "Chocolate 
Factory"  in  Central  Falls  in  1S08,  which  was 
afterwards  destroyed  by  lire.  This  factory 
was  located  near  the  dam  built  by  Charles 
Keene  in  1780. 

In  1809  the  mill  at  Arkwright,  R.  L,  was 
built. 

in  1809  the  mill  at  Kent's  Mills,  on  the  Ten 
Mile  River,  Pawtucket,  was  erected. 

In  1810  the  Oziel  Wilkinson  stone  factory 
was  built  just  south  of  the  original  Slater  \U\\ 
on  the  Blackstone  River  in  Pawtucket. 

In  1810  the  Roger  Williams  Mill  was  built 
in  Phenix,  R.  I. 

In  i8to  the  first  mill  of  the  Social  Manufac- 
turing Co.  was  built  in  Woonsocket,  on  the  site 
of  the  present  Social  Mill. 

In  1810  it  is  claimed  there  was  a  textile  mill 
erected  on  the  present  site  of  the  Lincoln  Mills 
of  Pascoag,  now  carried  on  under  the  name  of 
the  Fred  L.  Sayles  Co.,  but  we  have  no  positive 
evidence  that  this  was  the  fact. 

In  1812  the  mill  at  Fiskeville,  R.  I.,  was 
erected. 

In  1812  a  woolen  mill  was  built  in  Provi- 
dence, which  is  now  said  to  be  a  part  of  the 
Allen  Print  Works  at  the  North  End  of  the 
city.  The  foundation  of  this  mill  was  probably 
laid  in  1812  and  finished  in  1813. 

In  1813  the  old  "Butterfly"  Factory  was  built 
by  Stephen  FI.  Smith  in  Lime  Rock  valley,  on 
Moshassubk  River,  in  what  is  now  the  town  of 
Lincoln. 

In  181 3  a  stone  cotton  factory  was  built  in 
Georgiaville,  R.  I.,  and  known  as  the  Georgia- 
ville  Cotton  Manufacturing  Co.  Mill. 

In  1813  Gov.  Philip  Allen  built  a  cotton  mill 
in  what  is  now  Enfield,  R.  I.,  then  known  as 
Allenville.  This  mill  finally  became  a  part  of 
the  Smithfield  Manufacturing  Co.  property  in 
1867. 

In  1814  the  Pawcatuck  Manufacturing  Co. 
built  a  stone  mill  in  Westerly,  R.  I.,  for  the 
purpose  of  manufacturing  woolen  goods,  and 
later  cotton  fabrics. 

From  1814  the  building  of  mills  in  various 
sections  of  the  State  was  carried  on,  though 
not  very  rapidly  until  1826  and  1827,  when 
there  was  a  great  demand  for  water  privileges, 


and  between  1827  and  1840  a  large  number  of 
factories  were  erected  in  Woonsocket,  Paw- 
tucket, r.ristol,  Westerly,  1 '.urrillville,  War- 
wick, and  other  sections. 

While  iherc  were  undoubtedly  a  number  of 
other  mills  built  along  al)OUt  the  first  (jf  the 
nineteenth  century,  the  list  that  we  have 
printed  herewith  represents  the  more  import- 
ant ones. 

Woonsocket  Worsted  Mills. — .Manufacturers 
of  worsted  yarns.  Business  established  by 
Edwin  Farnell,  W.  R.  Cordingly  and  Edwin 
Wilcox  in  1887.  Mill  located  in  Woonsocket, 
R.  I.  William  R.  Cordingly,  Treasurer;  Edwin 
Farnell,  Agent.  Mr.  Farnell  is  a  native  of 
Bradford,  England,  near  which  place  he  was  a 
manufacturer  of  worsted  goods.  He  came  to 
America  in  1880,  and  was  employed  by  the 
Landenburg  Worsted  Mills,  of  Chester,  Pa.,  as 
Superintendent  of  their  works.  He  was  later 
employed  in  the  same  capacity  in  the  following 
mills:  The  Nonantum  Worsted  Mills;  the 
Providence  Worsted  Mills,  of  Providence;  the 
Washington  Mills,  of  Lawrence,  Mass.  From 
this  place  he  went  to  Woonsocket  and  aided  in 
establishing  the  Woonsocket  Worsted  Mills 
in  1887,  which  has  carried  on  a  successful  busi- 
ness ever  since. 

Falls  Yarn  Co. — Manufacturers  of  woolen 
and  merino  yarns.  Business  established  by 
Theophilus  Guerin  and  Joseph  Cavedon  in 
February,  1900.  Works  located  in  the  old 
Braid  Alill,  formerly  owned  by  the  American 
Worsted  Co.,  of  Woonsocket,  near  the  Woon- 
socket Falls.  Employ  50  hands.  Steam  power. 
Mr.  Guerin  is  Treasurer' and  General  Manager, 
and  Wr.  Cavedon  is  Superintendent. 

American  Paper  Tube  Co. — Manufacturers 
of  paper  tubes  for  spindles.  Business  estab- 
lished in  1899,  and  incorporated  in  1900. 
Capitalized  for  $15,000.  Employ  25  hands. 
Works  located  in  the  Guerin  Spinning  Co.  Mill, 
W^oonsocket.  Officers :  Octave  Pothier,  Presi- 
dent ;  Theophilus  Guerin,  Treasurer  and  Secre- 
tary :  Edmund  Guerin,  Manager. 

F.  W.  Folsom  &  Co. — Manufacturers  of  sails, 
tents,  awnings,  covers,  etc.  Business  originally 
established  by  Jillson  &  Folsom  in  1884.  Upon 
Mr.  Jillson's  death  Mr.  Folsom  assumed  the  sole 
management  of  the  business  under  the  present 
firm  name.  Works  located  at  2  Planet  street, 
corner  of  South  Water  street.  Providence.  Mr. 
{•"olsom  is  a  native  of  Wiscasset,  Me.,  where  he 
was  born  April  16,  1848.  He  came  to  Providence 
in  1871,  after  having  learned  the  business  of  a 
sail  maker  in  his  native  town,  and  after  working 
for  a  dozen  years  for  (George  S.  Dow  of  Provi- 
dence, he  bought  a  half  interest  in  the  business- 
that  had  been  established  by  Albert  Jillson.  He 
is  one  of  the  most  exjiert  sail  makers  of  the  State, 
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and  he  has  many  schooners,  yachts  and  fishing- 
boats  to  keep  well  dressed  with  sails  in  Provi- 
dence, Newport,  Bristol,  Block  Island  and  other 
places. 

Hart  Textile  Co. — }\lanufacturers  of  cordu- 
roys, plushes,  velveteens,  and  pile  fabrics. 
Business  established  January  15,  1901,  and 
incorporated  at  the  same  time.  Capitalized 
for  $2po,ooo.  Works  located  at  the  east  end 
of  Woonsocket  Falls.  AVoonsocket,  R.  I.  Km- 


Fawtuckct,  R.  I.,  whose  plant  was  destroyed 
by  fire  in  February,  1900.  The  lousiness  of  this 
concern  being  closed  up,  Mr.  Hart  then  or- 
ganized the  Hart  Manufacturing  Co.,  of  Woon- 
socket, which  is  doing  a  much  larger  business 
than  was  carried  on  by  the  Charlton  Manufac- 
turing Co.  He  acquired  a  complete  knowledge 
of  the  textile  business  before  coming  to  the 
United  vStates.  The  accompanying  cut  shows 
one  of  the  old-time  mills  of  the  city,  which  has 


Hart  Textile  Co.  Factory,  Woonsocket  Falls,  Woonsocket,  R.  I. 


ploy  200  hands.  Power  for  the  mill  is  supplied 
from  the  Blackstone  River  to  the  amount  of 
300  horse  power  through  two  turbines,  and  a 
275  horse  power  Harris-Corliss  engine.  The 
company  do  their  own  electric  lighting.  Offi- 
cers :  John  J.  Hart,  President  and  General 
Manager;  Norris  S.  Wilson,  Treasurer; 
Charles  A.  Dustin,  Secretary  and  Assistant 
Treasurer.  John  J.  Hart,  the  General  Man- 
ager of  the  business,  is  a  native  of  Ashton- 
Under-Lyne,  Lancashire,  England.  He  came 
to  America  in  1887  to  take  charge  of  the  Mer- 
rimac  Print  Works,  of  Lowell,  Mass.,  where 
he  remained  for  eleven  years.  He  then  or- 
ganized the  Charlton  Manufacturing  Co.,  of 


been  operated  by  a  number  of  manufacturers 
very  successfully. 

This  mill  of  the  Hart  Textile  Co.  was  built 
by  Geo.  C.  Ballou  in  1846,  and  has  been  known 
as  the  Ballou  Mill  ever  since.  It  was  run  as 
a  cotton  mill  by  Mr.  Ballou  and  a  corporation 
bearing  his  name,  until  1886,  when  the  prop- 
erty was  sold  to  J.  P.  &  E.  K.  Ray  under  a 
foreclosure.  The  Rays  improved  the  property 
by"  taking  out  the  old  breast  wheel  and  putting" 
in  its  place  two  upright  turbines,  adding  new 
machinery  and  in  other  ways  adding  to  its 
efficiency  in  the  manufacture  of  cotton  g'oods. 

L.  F.  Pease  &  Co. — Manufacturers  of  tents, 
awnings,  sails,  etc.  Business  established  b}'  L.  F. 
Pease.  One  of  the  oldest  sail  makers  of  the 
State.  Works  located  at  7  Crawford  street.  Provi- 
dence. 
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THE  OLD  "BUTTERFLY"  FACTORY. 

Excepting-  the  iirst  Slater  Mill  at  Pawtucket, 
many  manufacturers  of  Rhode  Island  believe 
that  the  "  lUitterfly"  Factory  was  about  the 
first  cotton  mill  of  the  State,  while  one  or  more 
of  our  historians  believe  that  it  is  not  entitled 
to  be  counted  among  the  very  old  factories. 
Many  articles  that  have  been  printed  in  Rhode 
Island  books  have  failed  to  tell  the  true  storv 
of  the  mill,  not  even  giving  the  date  of  its 
erection.  We  take  much  pleasure,  therefore, 
in  giving  its  correct  history,  together  with  a 
good  cut  of  the  mill  and  a  cut  of  the  stone 


residence  where  the  builder  of  the  raill  lived. 

The  old  "Butterfly"  Factory,  which  is  the 
most  famous  mill  in  Rhode  Island,  was  built 
on  the  Moshassuck  River,  at  the  entrance  of 
the  Lime  Rock  valley,  about  three  miles  from 
the  city  of  Pawtucket,  in  the  town  of  Lincoln, 
in  1813,  when  the  1812  war  was  at  its  height. 
Mr.  Stephen  H.  Smith  was  the  builder,  and  to 
commemorate  the  strife  between  the  United 
States  and  England,  when  the  factory  was 
erected,  he  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  placing  in 
the  little  mill  belfry  the  bell  that  was  taken 
from  the  English  ship  "Guerri^re"  after  the 
good  ship  "Constitution"  had  made  her  strike 
her  colors  in  the  naval  engagement  of  August 


19,  1812.  The  inscription  on  the  bell  is  this: 
"Peter.  Seest.  Amstelodame.  Anno.  1263.  Me. 
Fecit.",  which  signifies  that  it  was  made  in 
Amsterdam  in  1263.  The  United  States  Gov- 
ei-nment  sold  this  bell  along  with  a  lot  of  other 
captured  naval  stores,  and  Mr.  Smith  secured 
this  prize  that  pealed  forth  the  hours  of  labor 
and  rest  to  the  operatives  of  the  mill,  who  lived 
in  the  Lime  Rock  valley,  for  upwards  of  a 
century.  The  bell  possessed  a  very  clea;-  tone, 
and  the  residents  of  the  vicinity  who  had  heard 
its  notes  for  years,  felt  as  if  an  old  friend  had 
departed  when  the  bell  was  taken  down.  It  is 
now  said  to  be  in  the  possession  of  some  Rhode 


Island  citizen.  A  recent  lawsuit  was  brought 
by  a  former  owner  to  recover  the  bell,  the 
claim  being  made  that  it  was  not  included 
with  the  remainder  of  the  mill  property  when 
that  was  sold. 

This  old  bell  gave  the  mill  a  wide  reputation, 
but  that  which  gave  it  its  name,  and  which, 
aided  in  making  it  the  best  known  factory  in 
the  State,  was  a  freak  of  nature  that  stamped 
upon  the  face  of  two  stones  the  wings  of  a 
butterfly,  and  the  mason  placing  them  side  by 
side,  probably  by  chance,  as  shown  in  the 
accompanying  cut,  between  the  two  upper  win- 
dows next  to  the  large  chimney,  gives  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  butterfly  on  the  wing.    Hence  its 
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name,  which  must  have  been  adopted  soon 
after  the  mill  walls  were  built.  Mr.  Smith 
built  the  stone  mansion  across  the  highway 
from  the  mill  in  1814,  which  was  considered 
one  of  the  most  elegant  residences  of  the  State 
at  that  time.  The  accompanying  cut  discloses 
a  kind  of  architecture  peculiarly  its  own,  some- 
what different  from  the  ordinary  Colonial  style 
then  in  use.  This  represents  the  stone  house 
as  it  appeared  the  i8th  day  of  November,  1901, 
when  the  photograph  was  taken,  the  picture 
of  the  mill  being  taken  the  same  day  as  shown 
in  the  cut.    The  wooden  addition  of  the  mill. 


before  the  stone  mansion  was  built,  and  as 
there's  a  date  in  the  house  that  tells  when  that 
was  put  up,  you  can  go  and  look  and  figure 
for  yourself." 

We  went  up  into  the  garret,  and  sure  enough 
there  were  the  figures  cut  into  the  plastering 
very  near  the  peak  of  the  west  gable,  which 
were  "1814."  That  settled  the  cjuestion  of  the 
building  of  the  factory  in  1813,  which  we  had 
arrived  at  quite  clearly  through  other  sources 
of  information.    Mr.  Phetteplace  continued : 

"Glad  you're  satisfied.  Did  you  know  this 
property  was  all  built  up  from  money  that  Mr. 


I 


The  Old  "Stone  House,"  Built  in  1814,  Nearly  Opposite  the  "Butterfly  Factory,"  by  Stephen  H.  Smith. 

[As  it  Appeared  in  December,  igoi.] 


as  seen  in  the  rear,  together  with  the  brick 
chimney,  are  of  comparatively  recent  date. 

The  great  variety  of  business  carried  on  in 
this  old  factory  is  better  described  by  Mr. 
Benjamin  Phetteplace,  a  life  long  resident  of 
the  place,  who  drove  up  with  a;  load  of  wood 
just  as  we  were  about  to  take  a  picture  of  the 
mill.  After  bidding  him  good  morning  we 
asked  him  a  few  questions  about  his  knowledge 
of  the  old  mill  and  its  builder,  which  brouglit 
out  the  following: 

"Yes,  sir.  I  know  all  about  it.  Knew  Mr. 
Smith  for  a  great  many  years. 

"How  do  I  know  he  built  it?  Because  he 
told  me  so.    Said  he  put  up  that  mill  a  year 


.Smith  drew  in  a  lottery?  Well,  it  was.  He 
drew  $40,000  and  put  it  all  out  here  beautifying 
this  place,  and  3'ou  can  see  the  results  of  it 
now.  He  was  about  as  liberal  an  old  bachelor 
as  you  could  find. 

"You  want  to  know  what  kind  of  work  has 
been  carried  on  in  the  old  mill?  Well,  I'll  tell 
you.  Almost  everything  from  the  spinning  of 
cotton  yarn  to  the  selling  of  New  England 
rum. 

"Sounds  odd,  I  know,  but  it's  a  fact.  You 
see,  the  mill  has  never  paid  anybody  who  has 
operated  it  except  in  one  or  two  instances,  and 
so  there  were  spells  when  it  was  idle.  In  these 
idle  times  it  was  devoted  to  other  uses.  One 
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iiKiii  used  a  |>arl  of  il  foi'  llu'  spinning'  of  \ani 
and  llu-  Inst  lloor  was  dcNotcd  to  a  f^rocery 
store.  In  one  corner  was  a  boj^shead  of  rum 
and  in  I  lie  oliicr  a  hos'slicad  of  sugar.  Why. 
just  u])  the  road  a  little  way  there's  a  man  now 
living  that  used  to  buy  his  rum  here  for  twenty 
cents  a  gallon.  'T  wasn't  thought  anything  of 
in  those  days.  All  grocers  sold  rum.  you  know. 

"Well,  sir,  it  wasn't  many  years  before  it 
was  used  for  a  school  house.  Used  to  go  to 
school  there  myself. 

"Some  of  the  Dorrites  used  it  as  an  arsenal 
<luring  the  Dorr  War.  and  their  old  muskets 
were  thrown  into  the  pond  up  there  on  the 
hill. 

"Yes,  I  suppose  it  was  first  intended  for  a 
cotton  yarn  mill,  and  it  was  continued  in  that 
line  until  the  power  looms  were  brought  out, 
and  then  cotton  cloth  was  woven  here.  My 
mother  used  to  run  some  looms  here.  I've 
often  heard  her  talk  about  it. 

"Well,  after  trying  one  thing  and  another, 
about  the  last  work  that  was  done  here  was 
the  making  of  velveteens,  along  about  1890. 
and  some  five  or  six  years  ago  cotton  wadding 
was  being  manufactured,  and  they  say  this  last 
business  was  most  profita1)le  of  all,  but  it  was 
bought  out  or  some  kind  of  a  deal  was  made  so 
that  the  mill  was  stopped,  and  nothing  has 
been  done  with  it  since,  except  for  the  storing 
of  mill  machinery." 

Ilianking  Mr.  Phetteplace  for  his  informa- 
tion, still  sitting  on  his  load  of  wood  he  drove 
on,  saying,  "If  there's  anything  more  I  can  do 
for  you,  let  me  know.  I'ut  before  you  go  away 
you  must  be  sure  and  take  a  walk  up  on  to  the 
hill  to  the  west  and  see  'Quinsnicket'  pond, 
which  Mr.  Smith  beautified,  making  the  wilder- 
ness blossom  like  the  rose.  There's  where  the 
Indians  built  their  stone  houses  and  lived  for 
years  and  years  after  the  whites  settled  here. 
That's  the  most  interesting  of  anything  about 
this  neighborhood.  Good-day." 

In  1819  Preserved  Arnold,  the  father  of  Mr. 
Preserved  y\rnold,  2d,  and  Mrs.  Louisa  A. 
(Arnold)  Porter,  who  are  now  residing  very 
near  the  old  mill,  leased  and  operated  the  "But- 
terfly" Factory  for  some  four  years,  spinning 
yarns,  and  he  was  quite  successful.  The  com- 
mon talk  of  the  neighborhood  at  that  time  was 
that  Mr.  Arnold  was  the  only  man  who  had 
made  the  mill  pay  since  it  was  built.  He  gave 
up  business  here  to  superintend  the  building  of 
the  factory  at  Albion  about  1823. 

Stephen  H.  Smith,  the  founder  of  the  estate, 
died  in  1857,  his  body  being  laid  in  the  ceme- 
tery near  the  Quaker  Meeting  House,  about  a 
mile  distant  from  the  "Stone  House."  The 
property  which  he  had  made  so  attractive  all 
passed  out  of  Mr.  Smith's  hands  before  his 
death. 


I'jitering  the  front  yard  of  this  old  "Stone 
House,"  you  are  imjjressed  with  an  old-fash- 
ioned home-like  air  that  reminds  you  of  holly- 
hocks and  rosemary,  and  the  quiet  restfulness 
of  the  place  makes  you  feel  like  lingering  a 
little  longer  .so  that  you  may  drink  in  the 
cpiaintness  of  the  surroundings  and  enjoy  the 
beautiful  scenery  that  Mr.  Smith  tried  to  im- 
])rove  by  planting  trees  in  all  directions  round- 
about the  place.  The  estate  is  one  of  the  most 
charming  relics  of  bygone  days  that  can  be 
found  in  Rhode  Island,  and  it  is  still  in  a  good 
state  of  preservation. 

Clear  River  Woolen  Mill. — Manufacturers 
of  woolen  goods.  Mill  located  in  Pascoag,  R.  I., 
on  the  Clear  River.  On  the  site  of  this  mill  there 
was  located  a  forge  as  early  as  1793  which  was 
owned  by  Daniel  Sayles,  where  various  kinds  of 
tools,  etc.,  were  made  until  1844,  when  Geprge 
W.  Marsh  leased  the  property  for  a  term  of 
twenty  years  and  erected  a  mill  where  at  first 
Kentucky  jeans  were  made.  Later  he  admitted 
his  son  Edward,  and  they  began  the  manufacture 
of  fancy  cassimeres.  In  1861  the  mill,  which  was 
built  of  wood,  two  stories,  was  destroyed  by  fire, 
(ieorge  W.  Marsh,  the  founder  of  the  business, 
died  some  four  years  before  the  destruction  of 
the  mill  which  after  his  death  was  being  operated 
by  Edward  Marsh.  In  1865  James  O.  Inman 
purchased  the  property  and  built  a  stone  mill  and 
began  the  manufacture  of  woolen  goods  of  a 
high  grade.  His  son,01ney  T.  Inman.  became  a 
])artner  with  his  father  in  1886.  and  then  the  firm 
name  became  J.  O.  Tnman  &  Son.  L^pon  the 
death  of  Mr.  Inman.  senior,  in  July,  1890,  the 
business  was  incorporated  as  the  J.  O.  Inman 
INTanufacturing  Co.  In  1893  the  mill  was  leased 
to  Walter  F.  Slade  &  Co.,  which  concern  has 
carried  on  the  business  under  the  name  of  the 
Clear  River  Woolen  Mill,  whose  office  head- 
quarters are  75  Exchange  street.  Providence. 

American  Locomotive  Works. — Manufac- 
turers of  locomotives.  liusiness  established  by 
Earl  P.  Mason.  Charles  Jackson,  Isaac  Hartshorn 
and  others  in  i860,  for  the  manufacture  of  rifles. 
The  manufacture  of  locomotives  was  begun  in 
1865,  and  for  some  twenty-five  years  the  business 
was  carried  on  successfully,  their  locomotives 
being  considered  among  the  best  made  in  Amer- 
ica. There  was  a  depression  in  the  business 
along  about  1890,  and  the  works  were  running 
on  rather  uneven  time,  until  the  International 
Power  Co.  began  to  operate  the  plant  in  1900, 
when  they  began  the  manufacture  of  auto-trucks 
in  connection  with  the  manufacture  of  locomo- 
tives. The  property  came  under  the  control  of 
the  American  Locomotive  Works  in  1901,  and  is 
at  i)resent  doing  an  extensive  business.  For 
thirty-five  years  they  have  been  known  as  the 
Rhode  Island  Locomotixe  AVorks. 
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Rhode  Island's  Annual  Manufactured  Products 
$184,000,000. 

When  the  preface  of  this  book  was  printed 
the  chief  statistician  of  the  United  States,  Mr. 
S.  N.  D.  North,  had  not  completed  his  work  to 
a  point  where  he  could  give  even  an  estimate 
on  the  manufactured  products  of  Rhode  Island 
for  the  year  1900.  The  editor  was  accordingly 
compelled  to  make  an  estimate  from  his  own 
observation,  which  was  given  as  about 
$150,000,000,  which  was  some  $8,000,000  in 
excess  of  the  census  report  for  1890.  This  has 
proven,  to  his  great  satisfaction,  too  small  an 
estimate  by  about  $34,000,000.  Here  is  a  part 
of  the  Twelfth  Census  report  as  relating  to 
manufactures : 

The  value  of  the  products  is  returned  at 
$184,074,378,  to  produce  which  involved  an  out- 
lay of  $5,552,189  for  salaries  of  officials,  clerks, 
etc.,  $41,114,084  for  wages,  $12,199,283  for  mis- 
cellaneous expenses,  including  rent,  taxes,  etc., 
and  $96,392,720  for  materials  used,  mill  sup- 
plies, freight  and  fuel.  It  is  not  to  be  assumed, 
however,  that  the  difference  between  the 
aggregate  of  these  sums  and  the  value  of  the 
products,  is,  in  any  sense,  indicative  of  the 
profits  in  the  manufacture  of  the  products  dur- 
ing the  census  year.  The  value  of  the  product 
given  is  the  value  as  obtained  or  fixed  at  the 
shop  or  factory,  and  takes  no  cognizance  of 
the  cost  of  selling,  or  of  interest  on  capital 
invested,  or  of  mercantile  losses  incurred  in  the 
business,  or  of  the  depreciation  of  the  plant. 
The  $184,000,000  may,  therefore,  be  considered 
the  gross,  rather  than  the  net  value. 

As  compared  with  1890,  the  capital  employed 
in  Rhode  Island  manufactures  has  increased 
only  29.2  per  cent.  This  apparently  unsatis- 
factory showing  is  not  owing  to  a  decrease  in 
the  volume  of  goods  produced,  but  rather  to  a 
fall  in  price.  Thus  in  woolen  and  worsted 
goods  there  is  an  increase  of  68.7  per  cent,  in 
capital,  and  an  increase  of  34.1  per  cent,  in  the 
quantity  of  woven  fabrics  produced,  while  the 
increase  in  the  value  of  these  fabrics  is  only 
20.1  per  cent.,  the  average  values  per  square 
yard  having  fallen  from  69  cents  in  1890  to  56.1 
cents  in  1900.  In  cotton  goods  there  was  an 
increase  of  7,363,750  yards  in  the  production  of 
fabrics,  ancl  a  decrease  of  $1,287,574  in  their 
value.  The  average  price  per  yard  of  these 
cotton  goods  was  6.07  cents  in  1890,  and  5.48 
cents  in  1900. 

Table  I.  of  the  statistical  presentation  of  the 
bulletin  shows  the  mechanical  and  manufactur- 
ing industries  of  Rhode  Island  as  returned  at 


the  censuses  of  1850  to  1900,  inclusive.  The 
number  of  establishments  were  864  in  1850, 
3,377  in  1890  and  4,189  in  1900.  The  employes 
have  increased  from  20,967  in  1850  and  81,111 
in  1890,  to  96,528  in  1900;  the  wages  from 
$5,047,080  in  1850,  and  $33,239,313  in  1890,  to 
$41,114,084  in  1900;  and  the  value  of  the  prod- 
ucts from  $22,117,688  in  1850.  and  $142,500,625 
in  1890,  to  $184,074,378  in  1900. 

The  returns  show  that  in  the  census  year 
1900  the  enormous  proportion  of  22.5  per  cent, 
of  the  entire  population,  and  in  the  busiest 
season  of  the  year,  117,986  persons,  or  27.5  per 
cent,  of  the  population,  were  engaged  in  manu- 
facturing. It  is  doubtful  if  so  large  a  propor- 
tion of  the  inhabitants  of  any  other  State  are 
engaged  in  enhancing  the  value  of  raw  ma- 
terials by  the  process  of  manufacturing. 

The  Blackstone  River  was  the  primary,  nat- 
ural influence  in  the  industrial  development  of 
the  State.  It  was  the  water  power  of  the 
l)lackstone  still  more  highly  developed,  in  spite 
of  the  competition  of  steam,  than  along  ativ 
other  river  of  its  size  in  the  country,  that  led 
to  the  early  and  successful  establishment  of 
factories  and  particularly  of  cotton  mills.  The 
natural  tendency  of  one  successful  industry  is 
to  stimulate  the  introduction  of  others  ;  thus 
the  people  of  Rhode  Island  came  to  give  more 
and  more  attention  to  manufacturing,  and  mul- 
tiplied mills  as  they  grew  in  wealth.  Our  State 
has  practically  no  raw  materials  to  stimulate 
its  industries,  the  coal  and  raw  substances  used 
being  transported  from  long  distances;  but  it 
has  been  to  the  advantage  of  Providence  and 
other  mill  centres  on  and  near  Narragansett 
Bay  that  coal,  cotton  and  other  supplies  mav 
be  taken  to  them  at  less  cost  than  to  many 
manufacturing  points  in  the  interior  of  New 
England. 

Our  statistician,  Mr.  North,  savs : 

"Rliode  Island  occupies  a  unique  place  as  a 
manufacturing  State.  Smallest  in  area,  the 
State  stood  fourth  at  the  census  of  1890  in  the 
value  of  its  textile  products  and  fifteenth  in 
general  manufacturing,  and  its  rank  is  not 
likely  to  be  materially  altered  at  the  present 
census.  In  the  percentage  of  the  total  popula- 
tion employed  in  manufacture,  in  the  variety 
and  importance  of  products  and  the  general 
healthy  and  progressive  character  of  manufac- 
turing methods,  Rhode  Island  is  not  sur- 
passed." 

Anchor  (Inman)  Mills. — Harrisville,  R.  I. 
[American  Woolen  Co.] — In  the  town  of  Bur- 
rillville,  R.  I.,  just  west  of  the  village  of  Har- 
risville, and  so  closely  connected  as  to  form  an 
intimate  part  of  that  place,  is  the  village  of 
Graniteville,  in  which  are  located  the  Inman 
Mills  of  the  American  Woolen  Co. 

Here  is  one  of  the  best  water  privileges  in 
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tlu'  town.  lluTc  hciii^'  an  cxci'Ucnt  fall  and  an 
abunilanl  llovv  i)l  walcr  nearly  the  entire  year, 
which  i^  supplied  by  the  stream  formed  by  the 
continence  of  the  Pascoag  and  Clear  Rivers. 

In  1849  ^1'"-'  fii'-'^t  niill  on  this  site  was  erected 
by  Syra  and  Stephen  I>.  Sherman,  who  at  that 
time  owned  a  considerable  portion  of  the  land 
in  that  vicinity.  Syra  Sherman  was  a  stone- 
mason and  built  the  mill  himself.  He  had  but 
few  assistants  in  the  construction,  and  so 
largely  was  it  his  personal  labor  that  nearly 
nine  years'  time  was  occupied  in  the  work  of 
building. 

But  this  structure  was  not  destined  to  re- 
main long  a  monument  to  his  perseverance  and 
skill,  for  in  1852  it  was  destroyed  by  fire. 
During  the  brief  time  preceding  the  fire  it  was 
leased  and  operated  by  J.  T.  Seagraves  &'Co., 
and  so  anxious  were  they  to  continue  manufac- 
turing there  that  the  mill  was  speedily  rebuilt 
and  was  operated  under  this  firm  name  until 
1871.  During  the  greater  part  of  that  time 
John  Chase  was  superintendent.  The  original 
partners  in  the  firm  of  J.  T.  Seagraves  &  Co. 
were  Jacob  T.  and  Josiah  Seagraves,  who  had 
been  members  of  the  Union  Woolen  Co.  which 
operated  the  Union  Mill  in  Pascoag  from  1838 
to  1847.  Their  successors  in  business  at 
Graniteville  were  James  S.  Phetteplace  and 
George  A.  Seagraves,  wdio  also  operated  a 
wholesale  grocery  store  in  Providence  under 
the  firm  name  of  Phetteplace  &  Seagraves,  and 
who,  after  their  lease  at  Graniteville  expired, 
operated  the  Central  Falls  Woolen  Mills  at 
Central  Falls.  While  they  were  in  Graniteville 
they  carried  on  business  under  the  old  firm 
name  of  J.  P.  Seagraves  &  Co. 

In  1871  G.  N.  &  J.  A.  Smith  leased  the  mill 
and  ran  it  until  about  1875,  when  they  became 
financially  embarrassed  and  failed,  due  prin- 
cipally to  the  complications  and  conditions 
brought  about  by  the  Sprague  failure  in  1875. 

In  1876  it  was  leased  to  a  new  copartnership, 
styled  the  Graniteville  Manufacturing  Co.,  with 
G.  N.  Smith  as  agent,  and  by  them  operated  until 
1879,  when  it  was  again  destroyed  by  fire. 

The  mill  remained  in  ruins  until  the  summer 
of  1882,  when  it  was  purchased  by  William  A. 
Inman  from  the  Sherman  heirs,  and  in  the  fall  of 
the  same  year  the  present  substantial  plant  was 
erected  and  ready  for  operation.  Mr.  Inman 
owned  and  operated  the  plant  from  that  time  until 
1899,  when  he  sold  it  to  the  American  Woolen 
Co.  by  whom  he  was  retained  as  resident  agent. 

Both  of  the  earlier  structures  were  similar  in 
size  to  the  present  mill  and  were  designed  to  ac- 
commodate from  ten  to  twelve  sets  of  cards.  The 
product  has  always  been  woolen  or  worsted 
goods.  Fancy  cassimeres  were  manufactured  by 
J.  T.  Seagraves  &r  Co.,  and  woolens  and  worsteds 
by  the  Smiths.  The  plant  is  now  equipped  for 
the  manufacture  of  worsted  goods. 


The  present  mill  is  a  massive-looking  modern 
stone  building,  200  feet  long  Ijy  54  feet  wide, 
three  stories  in  height,  with  a  gravel  roof,  and 
has  two  large  square  towers  on  the  front,  which 
give  it  an  imposing  appearance.  Adjoining  the 
main  structure  on  the  west  there  is  a  twc>-story 
building  used  as  a  drying-room,  dye-house, 
engine-room,  and  boiler-house,  and  a  smaller 
stone  building  near  by  is  used  as  a  stock-house. 
On  the  north  is  the  mill  office,  a  neat  one-story 
building  of  wood,  with  an  annex  of  stone  adjoin- 
ing. 

The  equipment  consists  of  76  broad  looms  and 
the  necessary  complement  of  reeling,  spooling, 
dressing-  and  finishing  machinery,  and  dyeing 
facilities  to  prepare  and  finish  the  product  of  the 
looms.  The  abundant  water  power  is  augmented 
by  an  engine. 

In  the  immediate  vicinity  and  on  the  same 
estate  are  a  number  of  tenements  and  a  boarding- 
house  for  the  accommodation  of  the  employes. 
Although  not  in  close  proximity  to  a  railroad 
station,  a  spur  track  runs  directly  into  the  mill 
yard,  afi^ording  all  necessary  freight  facilities. 

This  plant  has  recently  been  united  with  the 
Sheffield  Mills  of  Pascoag,  R.  L,  and  operated  as 
one  plant,  under  the  management  of  Mr.  Inman, 
the  two  being  known  as  the  Anchor  Mills. 

Anchor  (Sheffield)  Mills.— Pascoag,  R.  I. 
[American  Woolen  Co.] — The  site  where  the  mill 
now  stands  was  owned  and  occupied  in  1826  by 
Messrs.  Pliny  &  Nicholas  Sayles.  Their  manu- 
factory was  a  scythe  and  axe  shop,  the  water 
power  being  utilized  to  run  a  trip-hammer  and 
the  other  machinery  used. 

In  1833  the  property  was  sold  to  Messrs.  Otis 
&  Eliot  Eddy,  who  equipped  the  shop  with  one 
set  of  machinery  for  the  manufacturing  of  sati- 
nets, continuing  to  run  this  plant  until  1839.  The 
pro]ierty  was  then  leased  to  Messrs.  Lyman  Cope- 
land  &  Lyman  Hawkes,  who  managed  it  until 
1847,  when  it  was  purchased  by  Mr.  John  T. 
Fiske.  Mr.  Fiske  reorganized  the  plant  and  in- 
stalled 36  looms,  which  he  operated  on  print  cloths 
until  1857.  Mr.  hlske  then  leased  the  property  to 
Messrs.  Hawkes  &  Fowler,  who  continued  the 
manufacture  of  satinets  until  1859,  when  the 
])roi:)erty  was  burned.  It  was  rebuilt,  however, 
in  the  same  year  by  Mr.  Fiske,  the  new  building- 
forming  a  part  of  the  present  plant. 

The  buildings  were  equipped  with  two  sets  of 
cards  and  16  three-quarter-width  Woonsocket 
looms,  which  produced  satinets  under  Mr. 
Fiske's  management  until  1867,  when  he  took 
his  son,  Mr.  John  T.  Fiske,  Jr.,  into  the  firm, 
under  the  name  of  John  T.  Fiske  &  Son,  and  at 
the  same  time  increased  the  equipment  of  looms 
to  24. 

In  1883  Mr.  John  T.  Fiske,  Jr.,  purchased  the 
])lant  and  erected  an  addition  of  T12  feet.  Mr. 
I<"iske  took  out  all  of  the  old  machinery  and  in- 
stalled 30  broad  looms  of  the  Crompton  make, 
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with  ftill  equipment  for  tlTe  manufacture  of 
worsted  goods. 

The  plant  was  then  known  as  the  Sheffield 
Worsted  Mills.  In  1888  Mr.  Fiske  added  18 
looms  to  the  equipment  and  in  1890  22  more, 
when  he  also  constructed  a  new  engine  and  boiler 
house  and  machine-shop,  a  stock-house  and 
picker-house  combined,  and  a  large  addition  for 
spinning,  carding  and  weaving.  He  also  added 
an  engine,  water-wheel,  and  boilers,  and  erected 
a  new  chimney. 

The  mills  were  incorporated  as  the  "Sheffield 
Worsted  Mills'"  in  1898,  and  in  Alay  of  the  fol- 
lowing year  the  plant  was  assimilated  into  the 
American  Woolen  Company. 

Weybosset  Mills. — Providence  R.  I.  [Amer- 
ican Woolen  Co.  ] — The  nucleus  or  parent  build- 
ing of  these  mills  was  built  of  stone  by  John 
Waterman  in  1836  for  manufacturing  cotton.  R. 
and  J.  Peckham  became  the  owners,  but  during 
the  Civil  War  the  establishment  was  idle.  Royal 

C.  Taft  and  William  B.  Weeden  were  engaged  in 
manufacturing  fancy  cassimeres  at  Waterford, 
R.  I.,  in  the  No.  3,  or  first  mill  built  by  W.  &  D. 

D.  Farnum.  They  purchased  the  estate  in  1864 
from  Messrs.  Peckham,  removed  the  cotton 
machinery,  and  in  1865  commenced  making  cassi- 
meres. An  auxiliary  Iniilding  of  brick  for  assort- 
ing, scouring,  picking,  etc.,  with  a  one-storied 
annex  for  dveing  was  built,  and  was  indicated  as 
the  No.  2  Mill. 

The  Weybosset  Mills  was  incorporated  in  1866, 
with  Royal  C.  Taft,  William  B.  Weeden  and 
James  W.  Taft  as  stockholders.  In  1872  both 
No.  I  and  No.  2  mills  were  extended  and  im- 
proved. In  the  seventies,  though  the  men's-wear 
market  was  influenced  much  by  foreign  styles 
and  designs,  it  was  not  so  completely  dominated 
as  at  present.  Original  designs  found  favor, 
especially  among  clothiers,  and  the  "Weybossets" 
became  well  known  in  these  respects.  Imitations 
were  audacious  and  frequent,  causing  the  corpor- 
ation to  suffer  through  the  robbery  of  designs 
created  by  itself  and  established  through  its 
reputation.  Protection  under  the  laws  of  letters 
patent  was  sought,  and  for  several  years  all  orig- 
inal designs  were  issued  under  the  seal  of  the 
Patent  Office.  Infringers  were  at  first  prosecuted 
and  enjoined  until  the  annoyance  ceased. 

In  1880  No.  3  Mill  was  built  for  auxiliary  card- 
ing and  spinning.  Worsted  had  been  constantly 
encroaching  on  the  old  cassimere  and  other  solid, 
felted  fabrics.  The  clothing  trade  at  last  turned 
from  a  carded  thread  and  embraced  the  combed 
filament  in  every  variety  of  lustrous  fabric.  In 
1883-84  a  portion  of  the  machinery  was  removed 
from  No.  3  Mill,  and  combing,  drawing  and 
spinning  were  installed.  Since  that  time  worsteds 
and  cassimeres  have  been  made  in  the  better 
grades  used  by  clothiers. 

In  1885  Royal  C.  Taft  sold  his  shares  in  the 


corporation  to  the  partners  in  the  house  of  Jacob 
Wendell  &  Co.,  New  York,  in  May,  1899,  the 
estal)lishment  was  sold  to  tlie  American  Woolen 
Co.  and  the  corporation  merged  its  individuality 
into  a  larger  concern. 

An  interesting  story  of  the  fibers  of  wool  and 
its  geographical  expression,  as  rendered  in  breeds, 
might  be  woven  out  of  the  experience  of  these 
mills  in  about  a  generation,  as  human  life  goes. 
At  first  only  Ohio  or  Pennsylvania  wools  were 
used,  with  a  little  from  Michigan  and  Wisconsin. 
In  the  depression  caused  by  the  Franco-German 
war  Australians  were  brought  in  quantity  from 
England  or  the  land  of  their  growth.  Under  the 
liberal  tariff  prevailing  in  the  early  seventies  pelts 
were  imported  largely  from  Buenos  Ayres,  and 
a  pullery  was  operated  on  the  premises.  Califor- 
nia then  afforded  a  substitute  for  the  growths  of 
Ohio,  and  as  the  territories  west  of  the  Missouri 
became  quiet  communities  they  afforded  pastur- 
age for  the  descendants  of  the  central  western 
sheep.  All  these  changes  reveal  the  processes  of 
civilization  in  embryo.  The  great  civilizing  in- 
strument of  Lister  and  Noble — the  automatic 
comb — was  taking  the  better  staple  from  its  elder 
brother,  the  carding  machine.  Wools  of  shorter 
and  inferior  staple  were  left  in  the  grip  of  the 
card,  while  the  better  fibers  were  being  seized  and 
engrossed  by  the  constantly  encroaching  comb. 

After  the  American  Woolen  Co.  took  posses- 
sion of  this  plant  important  changes  were  made 
for  increasing  and  improving  the  product.  The 
product  consists  of  worsteds  and  cassimeres,  in- 
cluding over-coatings  and  cloakings ;  generally 
the  fabrics  are  in  fancy  colors,  though  piece-dyed 
goods  are  made.  It  ranges  from  1,100,000  to 
1,500,000  vards  per  annum,  according  to  weights 
and  quality. 

Tne  establishment  now  comprises  the  following 
Iniildings  and  equipments :  No.  i  Mill,  of  stone, 
comprises  the  main  building,  of  four  stories,  227 
by  50  feet  ;  two  wings,  of  four  stories  each,  157 
bv  51  feet  and  107  by  49  feet,  respectively,  and  a 
shed,  one  story  in  height,  107  by  88  feet.  No.  2 
Mill,  of  brick,  includes  a  so-called  preparation 
building,  three  stories  in  height,  112  by  47  feet; 
a  dye-house  of  one  story,  103  by  22  feet,  and  an 
engine  and  boiler-house  of  brick.  No.  3  Mill  is 
made  of  stone,  is  four  stories  in  height,  and  is 
168  by  59  feet.  There  is  attached  to  this  mill  also 
an  engine  and  boiler-house  of  brick.  The  mill 
office  is  of  brick,  one  story,  32  by  18  feet,  with 
an  extension  28  by  25  feet.  The  main  equipment 
includes  the  following  machinery:  Eight  combs 
with  two  sets  of  worsted  drawing,  16  spinning- 
frames,  10  twisters,  three  reels,  three  winders, 
eight  mules,  and  scouring,  dyeing,  drying  ma- 
chines and  extractors  ;  25  sets  carding  machines. 
17  mules,  three  winders,  three  twisters  and  31 
spoolers:  218  looms  (6-4),  11  dressing  frames, 
two  winders,  and  all  necessary  finishing  ma- 
chinerv. 
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Riverside  Worsted  Mills. —  I 'n  )\  idciuf,  \\.  I. 
[American  WOolcn  CO.] — The  Kiverside 
Worsted  Mills  were  Idunded  by  Mr.  (ieurge  W. 
('lia|)in  and  .Mr.  Ix^wi.s  T.  Downes  in  1863,  in 
u  iiich  year  they  ])nrcha.sed  the  site  in  Olneyville, 
in  the  town  of  North  Trovidence,  R.  1.,  on  the 
\'Voona.s(|uatucket  River,  and  erected  the  first 
hnildinj^s.  The  mill  contained  about  thirty  looms 
and  employed  about  two  hundred  hands. 

In  iX'>5  the  first  corporation  was  created,  with 
Mr.  L.  T.  Downes  as  president,  Mr.  George  VV. 
Chapin,  treasurer,  and  Mr.  Albert  ChalTee,  secre- 
tar}'.  The  lirst  goods  produced  in  the  mill  were 
cloths  for  covering  coffins.  The  material  cost 
very  little  and  sold  for  good  money.  Most  of 
the  business  was  done  through  a  German  firm  in 
New  York.  Owing  to  these  parties  failing  to 
carry  out  contracts  in  the  matter  of  orders  for 
goods,  this  class  of  production  was  dropped.  The 
next  goods  manufactured  were  a  very  fine  grade 
of  cassinieres  made  for  Joseph  Lee  of  IMiiladel- 
pliia,  and  sold  through  the  New  York  commission 
house  of  Hunt  &  Tillinghast.  The  next  goods 
manufactured  were  a  fine  grade  of  astrachan  and 
other  cloakings  for  ladies"  wear,  which  sold  for  a 
high  price.  It  was  upon  this  class  of  goods  that 
the  Riverside  made  its  first  reputation,  which 
were  the  only  astrachans  then  made  in  the  United 
States  and  were  the  highest  priced  woolen  goods 
produced  in  the  country.  The>'  were  called 
"astrachan  cloakings."  Machinery  for  manufac- 
turing this  high  class  of  goods  could  not  at  that 
time  be  easily  procured,  and  much  of  it  was  built 
in  the  mill  machine-shop.  A  very  fine  grade  of 
shawls  was  also  made  in  the  early  vears  of  the 
Riverside  Mills,  which  found  a  readv  and  profit- 
able sale. 

This  mill  produced  the  first  piece  of  worsted 
goods  for  men's  wear  that  was  made  in  the 
ITnited  States.  In  this  mill  also  was  used  the 
first  Bolette  card-feeder,  right  of  which  w'as 
owned  by  Messrs.  Chapin  &  Downes.  The  first 
teasel  cross-gig  built  and  operated  in  this  countrv 
was  at  the  Riverside  Mills.  Also  the  Houget 
double  cylinder-gig,  known  as  the  Chapin  & 
Downes  gig,  of  which  they  built  over  one  hun- 
dred and  sold  at  $:,ooo  a  piece.  Here  also  were 
used  the  first  self-o])erating  mules  brought  to  this 
country,  which  were  made  by  John  Tatham  in 
England.  The  first  cold  air  wool-drying  done  in 
the  United  States  was  conducted  at  the  Riverside, 
wliich  mill  was  the  third  textile  manufactory  in 
the  country  to  adopt  electric  arc  illuminating,  the 
Brush  system  being  installed  in  1877. 

In  1865  a  fire  occurred  which  destroyed  the 
carding  and  spinning  departments,  at  a  damage 
of  about  $75,000. 

In  1872  Mr.  L.  T.  Downes  sold  out  and  trans- 
ferred all  of  the  mill  interests.  Later  in  the  same 
year,  on  account  of  the  failure  of  lioyt,  Sprague 
&  Co.,  who  had  an  interest  in  the  sale  of  the  pro- 
<lucts  for  several  years  prior  to  1873,  the  i)roperty 


was  siild  at  auction  and  was  bought  by  Mr.  E.  P. 
Chapin  and  o])erated  by  his  father,  Mr.  W.  C. 
Chapin,  and  himself. 

It  was  during  the  years  1875  to  1877  that  the 
mill  established  a  most  enviable  reputation  in  the 
manufacture  of  men's  worsted  suitings,  the  out- 
put being  sold  through  the  commission  house  of 
A.  D.  Juilliard  &  Co.  In  September,  1878,  the 
title  of  the  mill  was  again  changed  to  Riverside 
Worsted  Mills,  and  was  duly  incorporated  with 
the  following  staflf  of  ofificers :  E.  P.  Chapin, 
president ;  W.  C.  Chapin,  vice-president ;  Frederic 
Condit,  treasurer.  The  mill,  owing  to  the  quality 
of  its  products,  met  with  phenomenal  success 
both  as  to  volume  of  prodution  and  favorable 
prices  secured,  and  for  eight  years  was  compelled 
to  operate  its  whole  plant  night  as  well  as  day, 
during  which  period  additional  land  was  acquired, 
much  new  foreign  and  domestic  machinery  was 
added,  and  about  2,700  operatives  were  employed. 

An  agreement  was  entered  into  in  December, 
:884,  with  the  Oswego  Falls  Manufacturing  Co., 
of  F\ilton,  N.  Y.,  to  consolidate  the  two  plants 
and  operate  them  under  one  title.  A  Rhode  Island 
charter  was  granted  as  the  Riverside  and  (3swego 
Mills.  This  corporation  continued  in  force  until 
the  fall  of  1889.  In  1891,  the  connection  with  the 
mill  at  Oswego  Falls  being  dropped,  a  new 
charter  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Maine  was 
obtained,  imder  the  name  of  Riverside  Worsted 
Mills,  at  a  capitalization  of  $1,000,000.  Mr. 
John  C.  Combs  became  president,  Mr.  Theophilus 
King,  treasurer,  and  Mr.  Walter  Ward,  manager, 
and  continued  in  their  respective  offices  until  the 
transfer  to  the  American  Woolen  Company  in 
1899.  At  that  time  the  property  consisted  of 
about  seven  and  a  half  acres  of  land  owned  out- 
right and  about  one  and  a  quarter  acres  of  leased 
land.  The  equipment  now  comprises  24  sets 
worsted  cards,  30  Noble  combs,  all  necessary 
worsted  spinning  machinery,  9  sets  of  woolen 
machinery,  370  looms  and  a  well-equipped  finish- 
ing department,  besides  all  other  requisite 
machinery  and  appurtenances. 

Conley  &  Straight. — Gold  and  silver  refiners. 
Business  established  in  November,  1896.  Works 
located  at  236  Eddy  street.  Providence.  Employ 
10  hands.  P.  H.  Conley  is  a  native  of  the  West 
of  Ireland,  where  he  was  born  November  8, 
1862.  J.  A.  Straight,  the  other  partner,  is  a  na- 
tive of  East  Providence,  R.  T. 

Hicks  Boiler  Works.— Manufacturers  of 
marine  and  stationary  boilers.  Works  located  at 
446  South  Main  street,  Providence.  Business 
established  in  1861  by  George  G.  Hicks.  Their 
specialty  has  in  the  past  been  tubular  boilers  for 
steam  tugs. 

H.  F.  Thompson  Co. — Manufacturers  of 
yacht  .sails,  awnings,  Hags,  etc.  Works  located 
at  No.  I  Towner  street.  Providence.  H.  F. 
Thompson,  Manager.  Their  specialty  is  sails  for 
vachts. 
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National   &   Providence   Worsted   Mills. — 

I'rovidcncc,  R.  1.  [American  Woolen  Co.] — 
The  National  &  Providence  Worsted  Mills 
were  established  by  Charles  Fletcher  in 
1876  under  the  name  of  the  Providence 
Worsted  Mills  and  were  incorporated  in 
1883  under  the  same  name  under  the  laws  of 
the  State  of  Rhode  Island.  The  orig-inal  in- 
dustry of  this  plant  commenced  with  yarn 
spinning-  in  an  old  stone  mill  which,  until 
burned  several  years  ago,  formed  the  nucleus 
about  which  has  grown  up  the  largest  indivi- 
dual fancy  worsted  mill  in  the  country,  em- 
ploying 2,300  hands  and  operating  439  fancy 
looms,  with  a  complement  of  spinning  and  all 
other  necessary  machinery  to  make  the  plant 
complete  in  itself. 

The  company  continued  making  yarns  only 
until  1886,  when  a  weaving  department  was 
added,  which  was  incorporated  in  that  year 
under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  as 
the  National  Worsted  Mills.  These  corpora- 
tions pursued  their  business  separately  under 
their  own  charters  imtil  1893,  when  both  were 
merged  into  one  concern.  They  then  became 
known  as  the  National  &  Providence  Worsted 
Mills,  having  been  chartered  under  the  laws 
of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  with  a  capital 
stock  of  two  million  dollars. 

Beginning  with  the  old  stone  mill  in  1876, 
additions  and  alterations  were  made  from  year 
to  year,  new  machinery  being  added  as  the 
various  buildings  were  constructed  to  receive 
it,  until  at  the  present  time  the  plant  consists 
of  seven  mills  fully  equipped  for  the  production 
of  worsted  yarn  and  goods.  All  of  the  mill 
buildings  are  constructed  of  brick  and  are 
modern  in  their  design  and  equipment.  Their 
dimensions  are  as  follows  : 

No.  I  Mill  is  a  four-story  and  basement 
building,  275  by  58  feet;  No.  2  Mill,  also  four 
stories  and  basement,  263  by  57  feet,  with  "T" 
four  stories,  24  by  20  feet ;  No.  3  Mill  is  198  by 
63  feet,  with  an  "L"  100  by  65  feet,  four  stories 
in  height;  No.  4  Mill,  four  stories,  284  by  46 
feet;  No.  5  Mill,  two  stories,  144  by  62  and  113 
by  30  feet ;  No.  6  Mill  is  a  four-story  "L"  120 
by  80  feet ;  No.  7  Mill  is  a  four-story  structure, 
120  by  56  feet. 

Besides  these  buildings  there  are  several 
others,  including  machine-shop  building  and 
two  dye-houses,  also  a  well-arranged  office 
building.  In  addition  there  are  three  large, 
substantial  ljuildings,  all  built  of  brick,  which 
are  used  for  the  storage  of  wool  and  materials 
contained  in  the  manufacture  of  worsted  yarns 
and  worsted  goods.  Each  individual  mill  is 
independent,  so  far  as  power  and  machinery 
are  concerned,  a  shutting  down  of  one  not 
affecting  the  others. 

For   lighting   this   immense  establishment 


electricity  is  employed,  both  the  arc  and  incan- 
descent systems  being  used. 

In  the  construction  of  the  mills  great  care  has 
been  taken  to  provide  the  most  advanced  sanitary 
conditions,  ventilation,  and  convenience  for  the 
operatives. 

The  power  necessary  for  driving  the  machinery 
is  derived  from  a  steam  plant  aggregating  2,800 
liorse-power.  There  is  also  a  small  water-power 
connected,  ca])able  of  producing  60  horse-power. 

The  mechanical  ec[uipment  of  the  plant  em- 
braces the  most  expensive  machinery  of  both 
French  and  domestic  manufacture.  This  com- 
prises 30  worsted  and  21  woolen  cards,  32  combs, 
9,900  French  and  12,828  English  worsted  spindles, 
10,040  woolen  spindles  and  539  looms.  It  em- 
braces all  the  machinery  necessary  for  handling 
wool  as  it  is  shorn  from  the  sheep  to  the  finished 
product. 

Valley  Worsted  Mills. — Providence,  R.  I. 
[American  Woolen  Co.] — The  Valley  Worsted 
Mills,  founded  in  1842  by  a  Mr.  Giles,  had  the 
distinction  of  being  the  first  worsted  mill  in  this 
country.  The  original  plant  was  primitive  in 
many  ways,  its  machinery  being  operated  by 
power  derived  from  a  windlass  turned  by  oxen. 

In  1858  the  first  company  was  formed  to  oper- 
ate the  plant.  This  company  comprised  W.  J. 
Cross  and  J.  Carpenter,  who  began  the  manufac- 
ture of  knit  goods  and  cardigan  jackets.  Under 
their  management  the  plant  was  equipped  with 
new  machinery  and  the  facilities  for  conducting' 
their  business  were  considerably  improved. 

In  February,  1866,  however,  the  plant  was 
totally  destroyed  by  fire,  but  was  promptly  rebuilt, 
and  in  November  of  the  same  year  was  again  in 
operation  on  the  manufacture  of  worsted  braids. 
At  this  time  the  mill  had  1,000  braid  machines  in 
active  operation. 

In  1872  the  company  operating  the  mill  was 
incorporated  under  the  name  of  the  Valley 
Worsted  Mills,  with  a  capital  of  $450,000.  The 
officials  of  this  company  were :  President,  J.  Car- 
penter ;  treasurer,  W.  J.  Cross ;  and  secretary,  \A  . 
R.  Arnold.  Under  this  management  the  mill 
continued  in  active  operation,  producing  cardigan 
jackets,  worsted  braids,  and  worsted  yarn  for 
knitting  purposes,  until  1885,  when  it  was  re- 
organized by  Mr.  James  Phillips,  Jr.,  with  the 
following  officers :  James  R.  Doudge  became 
president,  W.  R.  Arnold,  treasurer,  and  J.  .\. 
Cross,  secretary.  After  this  change  Mr.  Phillips 
took  an  active  part  in  the  management  and  the 
plant  was  run  only  on  the  manufacture  of  worsted 
yarn  for  weaving  purposes,  his  mills  at  Fitchbur.i; 
using  nearly  the  entire  production. 

On  AjM-ii  17,  1899,  with  the  other  mills  of  Mr. 
James  I'liillips.  Jr.,  the  Valley  became  a  part  of 
the  American  Woolen  Co. 

The  manufacturing  Iniildings  comprise  Mill 
No.  T,  200  by  64  feet,  and  Mill  No.  2,  143  by  60 
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feet.  These  buildings  are  joined,  and  practically 
form  one  mill  and  are  operated  as  such.  The 
equipment  comprises  23  sets  of  worsted  cards,  19 
Noble  combs,  and  9,840  worsted  spindles,  to- 
gether with  the  reeling,  winding  and  spooling 
departments,  the  production  of  which  is  100,000 
pounds  per  month  of  worsted  yarns.  The  power 
of  these  mills  is  derived  from  3  Greene  engines 
of  250  horse  power  each,  together  with  three 
upright  and  five  horizontal  boilers.  In  the  rear 
of  the  main  mill  are  two  buildings  connected  and 
running  at  right  angles  to  each  other ;  one,  100  by 
50  feet,  the  other  125  by  60  feet.  In  the  first 
building  the  process  of  scouring  and  drying  the 
wool  are  conducted  on  the  first  floor,  while  the 
yarn  department  occupies  the  second  floor ;  here 
two  and  a  quarter  million  pounds  of  wool  are 
handled  yearly.  The  other  buildings  comprise 
the  dye-house,  the  production  of  which  is  about 
25,000  pounds  per  week  of  slubbing  and  yarn. 

In  the  front  yard  of  the  mill  are  two  wooden 
storehouses,  100  by  49  feet  and  70  by  26  feet, 
respectively,  which  are  used  principally  for  the 
storing  of  wool  and  tops.  In  addition  to  this, 
there  is  a  top  house,  75  by  40  feet,  for  the  storage 
of  tops  as  they  are  received  from  the  combing- 
room. 

Manton  Mills. — Manton,  R.  I.  [American 
Woolen  Co.] — The  [Manton  [Mills  are  located 
on  the  Woonasquatucket  River,  on  the  line  of 
the  Providence  and  Springfield  Railroad,  in 
what  was  formerly  the  town  of  iManton,  R.  I., 
but  which  has  now  become  part  of  the  city  of 
Providence. 

The  old  stone  mill  was  built  in  1835  by 
Messrs.  Manton  &  Kelly.  It  was  80  feet  long 
and  45  feet  wide,  having  two  stories  and  an 
attic.  The  Mr.  Manton  of  this  firm  was  for  a 
good  many  years  connected  with  the  Boston 
IVlanufacturers'  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Co. 
After  the  firm  retired  the  mill  stood  idle  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  was  next  operated  by 
James  Harvey  as  Superintendent  for  Mr. 
George  C.  Nightingale  as  trustee.  Under  this 
management  the  mill  was  sold  at  auction  and 
bought  by  Mr.  John  Carter  Brown  of  Provi- 
dence. In  1857  Mr.  Brown  deeded  the  prop- 
erty to  the  Lonsdale  Co.  The  mill  at  this  time 
contained  sixty  looms  and  facilities  for  making 
cotton  cloth.  The  Lonsdale  Co.  continued  to 
operate  it  until  the  seventies,  when  the  ma- 
chinery was  removed  to  Lonsdale  and  another 
period  of  idleness  ensued. 

In  1880  Mr.  Charles  Fletcher  bought  the 
property  and  at  once  commenced  to  equip  it 
for  a  woolen  yarn  mill ;  new  water-wheels  were 
put  in,  with  new  shafting  and  a  125  horse 
power  Corliss  engine,  four  sets  of  woolen  cards 
and  four  384  spindle  Tatam  mules.  In  1883, 
before  any  stock  had  been  put  into  the  mill, 
Mr.  Fletcher  sold  the  property  to  Mr.  Horace 


A.  Kimball.  The  mill  was  enlarged,  and  forty 
92-inch  Knowles  looms  were  installed  and  the 
production  of  worsteds  for  men's  wear  begun. 

Nearly  every  year  has  seen  an  additional 
growth  to  the  plant.  The  old  stone  mill  has 
been  removed,  and  the  new  buildings  now 
cover  a  floor  space  of  120,000  square  feet,  and 
contain  nine  sets  of  cards,  2,640  mule  spindles, 
and  185  Crompton  and  Knowles  looms,  and 
boilers  with  a  capacit)^  of  700  horse  power. 
There  is  also  a  dye  house  large  enough  to 
supply  the  looms  with  all  the  fancy  yarns  they 
require.  The  buildings  are  modern  in  con- 
struction and  are  all  lighted  by  arc  and  in- 
candescent lights.  The  w^ater  power  is  sup- 
plied by  the  river  on  which  the  mill  is  located, 
and  a  300  horse  power  Greene  engine.  The  mill 
has  a  complete  fire  service  connected  with  that 
of  the  city  of  Providence,  which  has  at  this  point 
92  pounds  pressure. 

The  plant  was  sold  to  the  American  Woolen 
Company  in  May,  1899,  and  now  produces 
fancy  worsteds  for  men's  wear  with  an  annual 
product  of  over  $1,000,000  in  value.  Mr.  Kim- 
ball was  for  some  time  retained  as  the  resident 
agent  for  the  company,  but  has  lately  been 
succeeded  by  Mr.  Edmond  Corcoran.  The 
plant  now  comprises  eight  manufacturing  and 
storage  buildings,  having  an  aggreg"ate  floor 
space  of  97,3<)7  scpiare  feet. 

J.  D.  Nichols  &  Sons. — Manufacturers  of 
fancy  cassimeres.  Mill  located  at  Oak  Valley 
near  Tarkiln,  Burrillville,  R.  I.,  on  the  Tarkiln 
River.  Business  established  by  Joseph  D. 
Nichols  in  1844.  The  old  mill  was  burned  in 
1872,  and  the  present  main  building  was  erected, 
the  wing  being  built  in  1S84.  The  founder  of 
the  business  died  in  1879.  His  sons  became  part- 
ners of  the  firm  in  1865,  and  from  that  time  the 
firm  name  has  been  J.  D.  Nichols  &  Sons.  The 
claim  is  made  that  a  cotton  mill  was  built  upon 
the  site  of  the  present  factory  in  1810,  and  that 
it  was  the  first  mill  built  in  the  town  of  Burrill- 
ville. Another  source  of  information  gives  the 
first  mill  as  the  one  that  stood  on  the  site  of  the 
Lincoln  Mill,  Pascoag,  which  was  built  in  1809, 
and  operated  as  a  cotton  mill.  These  were  with- 
out doubt  the  two  first  mills  of  the  town. 

American  Wringer  Co. — Manufacturers  of 
clothes  wringers.  Works  located  in  Woonsocket, 
R.  T.  Business  established  by  S.  A.  Bailey,  who 
took  out  a  number  of  patents  and  made  his 
wringer  the  most  successful  of  any  that  had  been 
brought  out  in  this  country  before  or  since.  He 
organized  the  company  under  the  name  of  the 
Bailey  Wringing  Machine  Co.,  and  carried  on  the 
business  very  successfully  for  a  number  of  years 
in  a  wooden  factory  on  the  site  of  the  present 
extensive  brick  structure.  The  property  was 
finally  sold  to  the  American  Wringer  Co.,  which 
corporation  is  now  carrying  on  the  business. 
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Cutler  Jewelry  Co. —  Manufacturers  of  seam- 
less gold  shell  ring>,  and  rhine  stone  novelties, 
business  established  in  jnne,  iS(;8,  by  Harry 


Harry  Cutler. 

Cutler.  Works  located  at  19  Calender  street, 
Providence.  Employ  from  75  to  100  hands. 
Mr.  Cutler  was  born  May  1,  1875.  He  began 
working  at  various  things  around  Lake  Erie 
'  in  Buffalo  at  the  age  of  ten  years,  making  his 
home  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  He  afterwards  went 
to  New  York  city,  where  he  was  employed  in  a 
dyeing  and  bleaching  establishment.  At  the 
age  of  twelve  he  went  to  Fall  River,  Mass., 
where  he  was  the  boss  doffer  in  the  spinning 
room  of  the  American  Linen  Works,  having 
twenty-five  boys  under  his  care.  Here  he  re- 
mained until  fourteen  years  of  age.  He  then 
moved  to  Providence,  R.  L,  and  entered  the 
employ  of  George  E.  Cole,  as  errand  boy, 
where  he  learned  the  picture  frame  btisiness, 
becoming  a  journeyman  gilder  at  the  age  of 
seventeen.  An  opportunity  being  offered  him 
to  be  identified  with  the  jewelry  manufacturing 
business  in  an  executive  way,  he  gave  up  the 
gilding  business  and  entered  the  employ  of  one 
of  the  largest  jewelry  concerns  in  the  city,  and 
was  superintendent  and  manager  of  another 
large  jewelry  manufacturing  concern  when  he 
resigned  to  begin  manufacturing  in  a  small 
way  on  his  own  account  in  the  FitzGerald 
Building  on  Eddy  street  in  1898,  where  he  em- 
ployed but  two  hands.  His  business  steadily 
increased  until  it  reached  its  ])resent  dimen- 
sions.   Mr.  Cutler's  method  of  doint;-  business 


has  always  been  conservative,  making  sure  ' i\ 
his  ])()sition  as  he  went  alcjng,  and  the  result 
lias  shown  the  wisdom  of  his  system  of  meet- 
ing the  requirements  of  a  rapidly  growing 
trade.  I  lis  plant  is  e(|ui])])ed  with  all  of  the 
necessary  nKjdern  mai'liiner\-  for  turning  or,t 
his  specialties. 

A.  H.  Sweet  &  Son. — Manufacturers  of 
pajjer  and  wooden  l)o.\es.  Ilusiness  established 
in  1883  by  A.  TI.  Sweet.  Works  located  at  No. 
3  Pine  street.  Providence.  Andrew  H.  Sweet 
was  born  in  Norton,  Mass.,  in  1845,  '^"^  Austin 
M.  Sweet,  his  son,  was  born  in  the  same  town  in 
1874. 

Sayles  &  Gilleran. —  Mantifacturers  of 
fancy  worsteds  and  suitings.  Business  es- 
tablished in  1897  by  Harding  &  Gilleran,  Mr. 
Harding's  interest  in  the  firm  being  sold  in 
1898  to  Henry  F.  Sayles,  when  the  name  was 
changed  to  Sayles  &  Gilleran.  Works  located 
in  the  old  Braid  Mill,  formerly  owned  by  the 
American  Worsted  Co.,  at  92  South  Alain 
street,  Woonsocket.  Employ  100  hands. 
Power  supplied  by  a  Brown  engine  of  150 
horse  power,  and  they  do  their  own  electric 
lighting.  James  F.  Gilleran  is  a  native  of  Btir- 
rilh'ille,  R.  L,  where  he  was  born  October  19, 
iXf)^.  He  began  his  trade  in  the  mill  at  Maple- 
\  ille,  R.  L,  and  afterwards  worked  in  a  number 
of  the  woolen  mills  of  Burrillville,  acquiring  a 
complete  knowledge  of  the  business.  He  at- 
tended the  Lowell  School  of  Design,  of  Boston, 
in  order  to  qualify  himself  for  the  duties  of  a 
textile  manufacturer.  He  was  Superintendent 
of  the  White  Mill  of  Bridgeton,  Burrillville, 
when  he  resigned  to  org'anize  the  present  busi- 
ness. Henry  F.  Sayles,  a  descendant  of  a  long 
line  of  manufacturers,  was  Superintendent  of 
the  mill  owned  by  Evans  &  Seagraves  of  Black- 
stone,  Mass.,  for  some  seventeen  years.  He 


Sayles  &  Gilleran  Mill,  Woonsocket,  R.  I. 

gave  up  this  position  to  become  a  member  of 
the  present  firm,  which  is  doing  an  extensive 
business. 
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Guerin  Spinning  Co. — Manufacturers  of 
woolen  and  merino  yarns.  Business  estab- 
lished in  1893.  Incorporated  in  189^.  Capital- 
ized for  $100,000.  Elmploy  200  operatives, 
located  on  Social  street,  Woonsocket, 
in  what  was  formerly  known  as  Jenks- 
on  the  Peters  River.  Officers:  Stanley 
T.  Smith,  President ;  Aram  J.  Pothier,  Treas- 
urer and  Secretary ;  Eatimer  W.  Ballon, 
Agent;  Joseph  Guerin,  General  ^Manager ; 
Theophilus  Guerin,  Assistant  Manager.  Joseph 
Guerin,  the  General  Manager  of  the  business, 
was  born  in  Verviers,  lielgium,  where  he 
learned  the  yarn  business  in  all  of  its  details. 
He  came  to  America  in  1891  and  began  manu- 
facturing yarns  in  his  own  name  on  South 
Main  street,  in  A\'oonsocket,  in  the  old  Braid 
Mill  of  the  American  Worsted  Co.,  where 
Savles        (lilleran  are  now  carr\'ing  on  the 


woolen  ant!  merino  }  arns,  and  is  still  a  member 
of  the  firm.  He  is  also  Treasurer  and  Secre- 
tary of  the  American  Paper  Tube  Co.,  of 
Woonsocket.  He  received  his  education  in  the 
Technical  School  of  Verviers,  Belgium,  wliere 
the  pupils  have  the  unusual  privilege  of  enter- 
ing the  woolen  mills  of  the  city  for  a  few  hours 
a  day,  where  they  gain  a  practical  knowledge 
of  the  yarn  manufacture  as  developed  on  a 
commercial  scale.  This  is  a  decided  advantage 
over  our  .Vmerican  technical  scliools,  because 
the  latter  have  only  the  spinning  frames,  looms, 
etc.,  to  operate  in  their  school  rooms  as  you 
would  operate  a  globe  for  the  study  of  geog- 
raphy. The  traveller  learns  more  about  the 
geography  of  the  earth  by  travelling  than  he 
gets  from  a  globe,  and  the  mechanical  student 
derives  far  more  knowledge  from  the  actual 
experience  that  he  mav  ha\'e  tlu'  i)rivilege  of 


Guerin  Spinning  Co.  Plant,  Woonsocket,  R.  I. 


worsted  goods  business.  In  1893  a  copartner- 
ship was  formed,  and  in  1895  the  business  was 
incorporated  under  the  present  name,  and  the 
machiner}^  was  moved  into  their  new  plant  at 
Jenksville,  on  Social  street,  in  1896,  where  they 
have  done  an  extensive  business.  To  meet 
the  increase  of  trade  a  new  addition  of  three 
stories  is  now  being  built  of  brick  at  the  north- 
east end  of  the  original  stone  factory,  which 
was  built  in  1828,  the  accompanying  cut  show- 
ing its  old  style  architecture  which  was  com- 
mon in  those  days.  His  son,  Theophilus 
Guerin,  came  to  America  a  year  earlier  for  the 
purpose  of  assisting  in  setting  up  the  ma- 
chinery of  the  River  Spinning  Co.,  where  he 
labored  for  six  months,  and  later  was  employed 
with  his  father  in  the  manufacture  of  yarns. 
He  has  served  as  Assistant  Manager  of  the 
business  of  the  present  companv  for  several 
years.  In  1900  he  organized  the  Falls  Yarn 
Mills  in  Woonsocket  for  the  manufacttu-e  of 


enjoying  in  the  mill  or  shop  than  all  of  the 
dumm\^  mules  or  fly  frames  that  have  ever  been 
manipulated  by  the  professors  of  our  schools 
in  an  endeavor  to  make  good  workmen  of  our 
American  boys.  To  be  sure,  they  catch  on 
quickly  when  they  enter  the  mill,  but  with  an 
advance  experience  of  the  real  kind,  such  as 
they  are  given  in  many  of  the  foreign  schools, 
they  will  be  read}^  to  take  hold  in  the  right 
way  the  first  day.  There  are  some  250  woolen 
mills  in  V^erviers,  and  these  mill  owners  sup- 
port the  technical  school,  each  lending  all  the 
aid  that  he  can  in  educating  the  pupils  that 
may  be  sent  to  his  mill  for  instruction. 

The  Treasurer  and  Secretary  of  the  com- 
pany, Mr.  Aram  J.  Pothier,  is  a  native  of 
Quebec,  Canada.  He  came  to  A\'oonsocket  in 
1870,  and  in  1875  he  was  employed  by  the 
Woonsocket  Institution  for  Savings,  where  he 
has  remained  until  the  present  time.  He  was 
Representative  to  the  Legislature  from  1887  to 
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1889,  and  in  the  latter  year  he  was  chosen  Com- 
missioner for  Rhode  Island  to  the  Paris  Ex- 
position.   He  was  elected  Mayor  of  the  city  in 


Dunn  Worsted  Co.  No.  i  Mill,  Woonsocket,  R.  I. 

1894.  and  was  later  elected  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor, and  has  filled  other  ofifices  of  import- 
ance. 

Latimer  W.  Ballon,  the  Agent  of  the  com- 
pany, is  a  native  of  Woonsocket,  where  he  was 
born  October  8,  1872.  He  is  a  grandson  of 
the  late  Hon.  Latimer  W.  Ballon,  who  was  one 
of  the  most  highly  respected  citizens  of  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island.  He  is  a  graduate  of 
the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology  and 
a  post-graduate  of  Cornell  University.  Upon 
leaving  school  he  was  elected  the  Agent  of  the 
company,  in  which  capacity  he  has  served  with 
marked  al^ility,  the  business  of  the  concern 
having  had  a  steady  growth  from  the  incor- 
poration of  the  enterprise  in  1895,  and  the  pros- 
pect for  the  future  is  very  promising.  With 
increased  facilities  that  the  new  addition  to 
the  factory  will  af¥ord,  the  company  will  be 
able  to  compete  with  the  large  manufacturers 
of  the  country. 

Power  for  the  plant  is  supplied  from  the 
Peters  River  to  the  extent  of  about  50  horse 
pcwer  through  two  turbines,  and  a  150  horse 
power  Slater  engine. 

Dunn  Worsted  Co. — Manufacturers  of 
worsteds  for  men's  wear.  Business  established 
in  December,  1895,  and  incorporated  the  same 
month.  Employ  175  hands.  Mills  located  on 
the  Peters  River  in  what  was  formerly  known 
as  Jenksville,  on  Social  street,  Woonsocket. 
Officers :  John  B.  Dunn,  President ;  Ervin  S. 
Dunn,  Treasurer  and  Secretary.  Power  for 
the  mills  is  supplied  from  the  Peters  River  to 
the  extent  of  50  horse  power  through  one 
turbine,  and  by  a  175  horse  power  Harris- 
Corliss  engine.  The  proprietors  of  the  com- 
pany were  formerly  connected  with  the  Saxon 


Worsted  Co.,  of  Providence.  'I"he  old  stone 
mill  which  now  forms  a  part  oi  the  plant  was 
l)uilt  in  1822,  and  the  company  have  just  com- 
pleted a  new  factory  immediately  in  the  rear 
of  the  old  mill,  which  is  a  modern  structure  in 
every  respect,  as  shown  by  the  accompanying 
cut.  The  cut  of  the  old  mill  shows  extensive 
additions  have  been  made,  which  make  it  one 
of  the  best  plants  in  the  city. 

Glendale  Woolen  Mill. — Manufacture  fancy 
cassimeres.  Mill  located  in  Glendale,  R.  I.,  town 
of  Burrillville,  on  the  Branch  River,  some  five 
miles  from  Pascoag,  on  the  N.  Y.,  N.  H.  and  H. 
Railroad  connecting  with  Woonsocket.  Business 
originally  established  by  Anthony  Steere  in  1841 
who  converted  the  buildings  standing  on  the 
privilege  into  a  cotton  mill.  About  1850,  like 
most  of  the  earlier  mill  structures  of  the  town,  it 
was  destroyed  by  fire,  and  in  1853  erected  a 
stone  mill,  which  is  now  used  as  the  office  of  the 
present  factory.  He  soon  after  sold  the  property 
to  Lyman  Copeland,  who  began  the  manufacture 
of  woolen  goods.  In  1858  the  mill  was  leased  to 
Olney  &  Metcalf  until  1863,  when  Day  &  Chapin 
leased  it  from  1863  to  1868,  and  then  it  was  leased 
to  Francis  Carpenter,  who  purchased  the  propertj- 
in  1873,  and  began  operating  the  mill  under  the 
name  of  the  Glendale  Woolen  Co.  Upon  the 
death  of  Mr.  Carpenter  in  1883,  the  property  was 
leased  by  Joseph  A.  Carpenter,  Robert  Kershaw, 
and  William  C3rrell.  Mr.  Kershaw  died  in  about 
two  years  and  the  business  was  carried  on  by  the 
two  other  gentlemen  until  1889,  when  William 
Orrell,  the  present  proprietor,  purchased  his  part- 
ner's interest.  ]Mr.  Orrell  has  enlarged  and  im- 
proved the  mill,  adding  new  machinery.  He  is  a 
native  of  Haywood,  Lancashire,  England,  where 
he  was  born  November  14,  1848.  He  came  with 
his  parents  to  America  in  1855.  He  has  repre- 
sented the  town  in  the  State  Senate,  and  in  other 
ways  has  been  honored  as  one  of  the  public  men 


New  Mill  of  the  Dunn  Worsted  Co.,  Woonsocket,  R.  I. 

of  the  town.  The  first  dam  across  the  Branch 
River  at  this  place  was  built  about  1786  to  operate 
a  saw  and  grist  mill. 
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Rhode  Island  Engraving  Co.  — Makers  of  half- 
tone and  line  cuts  of  every  description.  Busi- 
ness established  by  Willis  A.  Dean  on  North 
Main  street,  in  1894,  as  the  R.  I.  Photo-En- 
graving Co.  This  was  the  first  plant  of  the 
kind  established  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island 
doing  engraving  by  the  "photo-process."  Mr. 
Dean's  business  had  been  that  of  a  commercial 
traveller  until  about  1893,  when  he  interested 
himself  in  the  photo-gelatine  business,  where  he 
remained  for  one  year  prior  to  beginning  the 
photo-engraving  business  on  his  own  account. 
The  plant  was  removed  to  206  Weybosset  street, 
Providence,  in  1896,  the  present  location,  where 


continues  to  do  high  class  work  in  the  photo- 
engraving line,  and  they  are  equipped  to  fill 
large  orders  promptly.  Frederick  W.  Ferguson, 
who  was  sent  to  Philadelphia  by  the  company 
to  learn  the  photo-engraving  business,  now  has 
charge  of  the  artistic  and  mechanical  depart- 
ments of  the  business.  He  has  for  a  number  of 
years  been  an  expert  designer  and  draughtsman. 

Eastern  Electrotype  Co. — Makers  of  electro- 
types and  all  kind  of  letter  press  cuts,  including 
wood  cuts,  line  cuts,  half-tones,  etc.  Business 
established  in  1888  by  the  master  printers  of 
Providence,  and  in  1889  the  business  was  in- 
corporated.   Works  located  at  91  Sabin  street. 


James  A.  Hawes. 

an  interest  in  the  business  was  sold  to  one  or 
two  of  the  prominent  master  printers  of  the  city 
and  State,  new  machinery  was  added,  and  the 
plant  became  one  of  the  most  complete  in  New 
England,  and  the  volume  of  business  was  very 
great.  At  one  time  the  firm  was  doing  work 
for  the  United  States  Government,  and  for 
many  of  the  large  manufacturing  concerns  of 
the  country,  the  quality  of  the  cuts  produced 
being  of  the  highest  class.  In  1899  the  firm 
sold  the  business  and  plant  to  Pardon  S.  Rem- 
ington, and  the  business  was  incorporated  in 
May,  1900,  as  the  Rhode  Island  Engraving  Co. 
Soon  after  Mr.  Remington  sold  his  interest  in  the 
business,  and  T.  R.  Magee  was  elected  President 
and  Treasurer  of  the  company,  and  J.  A.  Hawes 
the  Secretary  of  the  Company,  these  gentlemen 
still  holding  those  offices.     The  concern  still 
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Thomas  R.  Magee. 

Employ  about  22  hands.  Officers :  A.  E.  Hawes. 
President ;  T.  R.  Magee,  Treasurer;  J.  A.  Hawes, 
Secretary.  Thomas  R.  Magee  is  a  native  of 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  where  he  was  born  February 
12,  1854.  He  learned  the  business  of  an  electro- 
typer  in  his  native  city,  where  he  was  engaged 
in  several  of  the  large  foundries.  He  was  later 
employed  in  the  electrotype  foundries  of  Cin- 
cinnati, and  was  at  one  time  the  superintendent 
of  the  Ryan  Type  Foundry  of  Baltimore,  Md. 
He  was  later  employed  by  the  University  Press 
and  H.  C.  Whitcomb  &  Co.,  of  Boston,  the 
latter  concern  being  one  of  the  largest  electro- 
typing  foundries  of  the  country.  Mr.  Magee 
was  engaged  to  take  charge  of  the  Providence 
foundry,  and  under  his  management  the  Eastern 
Electrotype  Foundry  has  become  one  of  the  most 
successful  in  New  England.    In  March,  1894, 
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Mr.  Magee,  together  with  A.  E.  and  J.  A.  Hawes, 
purchased  the  entire  stock  of  the  company,  who 
are  the  present  owners  of  the  business,  the 
original  name  being  retained.  The  company  do 
electrotyping  for  all  parts  of  the  country,  and 
their  recent  improvements  in  the  line  of  new 
machinery  enables  them  to  do  work  much  more 
rapidly  than  before,  which  is  very  much  appre- 
ciated by  the  printers  of  New  England.  James 
A.  Hawes,  the  Secretary  of  the  company,  was 
born  in  Providence,  June  2,  1872.  He  learned 
the  engraving  business,  and  after  working  at 
his  trade  for  a  few  years,  he  purchased  a  part  of 
the  stock  of  the  corporation,  and  was  elected 
Secretary  in  1894,  which  position  he  has  held 
ever  since.  His  knowledge  of  engraving  has 
been  of  great  beneiit  to  the  company,  that  de- 
partment being  fully  as  extensive  as  the  electro- 
typing  department.  The  workturned  out  by  this 
company  is  of  the  best  and  highest  grade  that 
can  be  made. 

Union  Oil  Co.  —  Manufacturers  of  cotton  seed 
oil.  Business  established  in  1855.  Works  lo- 
cated at  239  Tockwotton  street.  Providence. 
Lyman  Klapp,  who  was  the  originator  of  the 
business,  was  born  in  Westhampton,  Mass.,  in 
1827,  and  died  in  1889.  In  1854  he  perfected 
the  process  of  refining  the  oil  taken  from  cot- 
ton seed,  and  he  turned  his  inventions  over  to 
the  Union  Oil  Co.  upon  its  organization  in 
1855.  He  had  completed  machinery  for  hulling 
the  cotton  seed  and  for  treating  it  in  other  ways 
preparatory  to  the  refining  process,  and  the 
works  have  turned  out  immense  quantities  of 
oil  since  thebeginning, enlargingtheir  plantfrom 
time  to  time  to  meet  the  increase  of  business. 

Barstow  Stove  Co.  — Manufacturers  of  stoves, 
ranges  and  furnaces.  Business  established  in 
1836  by  Amos  C.  Barstow,  who  made  the  busi- 
ness a  complete  success  with  the  assistance  of 
his  son,  Amos  C.  Barstow,  Jr.,  who  is  now  the 
Treasurer  and  Manager  of  the  company.  The 
business  was  incorporated  in  1859.  In  1900  the 
Spicer  Stove  Co.,  who  had  manufactured  the 
"Model  Grand"  range,  went  out  of  existence  so 
far  as  the  -old  name  was  concerned,  and  their 
business  was  merged  into  that  of  the  Barstow 
Stove  Co.  This  is  now  the  only  stove  foundry 
in  the  city.  The  plant  is  a  very  extensive  one 
and  is  located  on  Point  street,  Providence 
Their  productions  are  the  best  made  in  this 
country. 


Woonsocket  Napping  Machine  Co. —  Manufac- 
turers of  nappers  for  cotton  and  woolen  goods, 
cloth  finishing  machinery,  shearing  machines, 
brushing  machines,  fulling  machines,  wool 
openers,  etc.  Business  established  in  1894  and 
incorporated  the  same  year.  Capitalized  for 
$40,000.  Employ  40  hands.  Works  located  on 
Orchard  avenue,  Woonsocket,  R.  I.  Officers : 
T.  H,  Greene,  President;  H.  S.  Greene,  Treas- 
urer; Geo.W.  Greene,  Secretary;  H.  S.  Greene, 
Jr.,  General  Manager.  Power  supplied  from  an 
Krie  engine  of  40-horse  power. 

Corliss  Steam  Engine  Works. — (International 
Air  Power  Co.)  The  business  of  the  Corliss 
Steam  Engine  Co.  was  begun  by  George  H. 
Corliss  about  1846  in  company  with  John  Bar- 
stow and  li.  J.  Nightingale,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Corliss,  Nightingale  &  Co.,  and  Mr. 
Corliss  brought  out  his  first  complete  steam  en- 
gine, which  was  to  revolutionize  the  engine 
making  of  the  world,  in  1848,  receiving  his  pat- 
ents the  following  year.  The  business  was 
later  incorporated  as  the  Corliss  Steam  Engine 
Co.  The  works  that  cover  an  area  of  some  five 
or  six  acres  were  begun  in  1858,  and  have  been 
enlarged  from  time  to  time  as  the  increase  of 
business  required.  Probably  no  inventor  has 
received  more  medals  for  his  productions  than 
Mr.  Corliss  received  for  his  new  steam  engine. 
He  has  even  received  a  medal  from  an  exposi- 
tion where  he  had  not  made  an  exhibit  of  his 
engine,  but  it  was  given  on  account  of  other  ex- 
hibits that  contained  in  part  Mr.  Corliss's  inven- 
tion, and  to  him  the  committee  awarded  the 
medal,  instead  of  to  the  exhibitors.  Mr.  Corliss 
was  born  in  Easton,  N.  Y.,  June  2,  1817,  and 
came  to  Providence  in  1844.  In  1868,  1869 
1870  Mr.  Corliss  represented  North  Providence 
in  the  State  Senate,  and  1876  he  was  chosen 
Presidential  elector  on  the  Hayes  ticket.  One 
of  his  greatest  triumphs  in  business  was  the 
making  of  the  Centennial  engine,  which  pro- 
vided power  for  the  entire  plant  that  was  in- 
stalled in  Machinery  Hall  at  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
when  the  Centennial  Exposition  was  held  there 
in  1876.  This  immense  engine  was  made  at  an 
expense  of  over  100,000,  and  it  was  one  of  the 
most  wonderful  sights  of  the  entire  exhibition. 

After  Mr.  Corliss's  death  the  business  was 
carried  along  for  a  number  of  years  under  the 
original  name.  The  property  is  now  owned  by 
the  International  Air  Power  Co.  which  corpora- 
tion is  still  carrying  on  the  manufacture  of 
steam  engines,  along  with  other  specialties. 
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Pawtucket  Foundry  Company. —  .\l;ikcrs  of 
all  kinds  dI'  in>n  and  brass  castings.  Business 
c'stal)lisln-(l  ill  \Hi)y  as  the  Vulcan  Foundry  Co. 
and  incorporated  the  same  year  with  a  cajntal- 
ization  of  $100,000.  In  1901,  Mr.  Fred  A. 
Thomas,  of  Woonsocket,  who  had  been  in  the 
foundr)^  business  for  some  ten  years,  reor- 
ganized the  business  under  the  name  of  the 
Pawtucket  Foundry  Company,  and  started  up 
the  foundry  under  the  old  charter.  The  Vul- 
can Foundry  Co.  had  closed  up  business,  so 
that  the  concern  had  to  begin  and  work  up 
an  independent  trade,  and  the  enterprise  has 
been  so  successful 
under  Mr.  Thomas's 
manag^ement  that  an 
addition  of  6,000 
square  feet  is  to  be 
built  to  meet  the  vol- 
ume of  business  in 
hand.  The  officers  of 
the  company  are : 
Edward  Smith,  Presi- 
dent;  Fred  A. 
Thomas.  Treasurer 
and  Secretary.  The 
company  will  employ 
about  75  hands. 

Mr.  Thomas,  the 
General  Manager  of 
the  compan}-,  was 
born  in  Woonsocket, 
R.  L,  May  16,  1864. 
He  completed  his 
education  in  the 
P'riends  School  of 
Providence  and  the 
Massachusetts  Insti- 
tute of  Technology.  After  leaving  school  he 
entered  the  Clinton  Mill,  of  Woonsocket, 
where  his  father  was  Agent,  and  remained  for 
about  four  years.  He  then  organized  the  F. 
A.  Thomas  Machine  Co.,  of  Woonsocket,  in 
1891,  to  manufacture  cotton  and  woolen  ma- 
chinery. In  1893  he  sold  his  interest  in  the 
company  and  remained  as  the  General  Man- 
ager until  1901,  the  name  having  been  changed 
to  the  City  Iron  Foundry.  After  leaving  this 
place  he  re-established  the  business  of  the 
Vulcan  Foundry  Co.,  as  already  stated,  and 
the  complete  equipment  of  the  plant  has  cn- 
abied  him  to  compete  with  the  best  foundries 


Fred  A.  Thomas. 


in  New  J'jigland.  llie  result  being  an  immense 
patronage  from  all  i)arls  of  the  country,  Provi- 
dence and  Pawtucket  being  his  principal  field. 

There  is  probably  no  better  equipped 
foundry  in  the  countr)  for  doing  light  and 
heavy  castings  than  tlie  ])lant  owned  by  the 
Pawtucket  Foundry  Co.  Started,  as  it  was, 
only  a  few  years  ago,  no  uKmey  was  spared  to 
provide  the  most  modern  machinery  and  ap- 
pliances that  could  be  bought,  and  the  foundry 
building  was  erected  after  the  most  approved 
methods  for  foundry  work.  Such  a  plant 
enables   the   manager   to   push   his  business 

ahead  of  the  old-fash- 
ioned concerns,  whose 
methods  and  appli- 
ances are  obsolete. 
I'cw  concerns  in  the 
State  have  made  the 
rapid  progress  that 
this  company  has 
made  during  one 
year's  experience,  and 
the  credit  for  this 
growth  is  due  to  the 
careful  management 
that  Mr.  Thomas  has 
gi\-en  the  business. 

The  foundry  is  lo- 
cated on  the  N.  Y., 
i\.  H.  &  H.  Railroad, 
about  a  half  mile 
south  of  Darlington, 
in  the  city  of  Paw- 
tucket, which  affords 
every  convenience  for 
receiving  supplies  and 
shipping  their  heavy 
castings,  an  extensi\'e  switch  having  been  put 
in  for  the  special  accommodation  of  the 
foundry. 

The  plant  is  supplied  with  light  and  power 
from  the  Pawtucket  Electric  Co.,  which 
operates  sex'eral  motors  to  the  amount  of  40 
horse  power,  and  an  upright  boiler  supplies 
steam  for  the  heating  of  the  works. 

The  foundry  is  built  of  brick,  two  stories  in 
front,  the  molding  room  ui  the  rear  being  one 
story,  200  feet  long  by  60  feet  wide,  the  core 
room,  furnace  room  and  storage  extending 
along  the  switch.  The  accompanying  cut 
gives  a  good  idea  of  the  extent  ol  the  plant. 
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which  is  one  of  the  many  enterprises  that  are 
a  decided  credit  to  the  State  of  Rhode  Island. 

New  England  Electrolytic  Copper  Co.  —  The 

electrolytic  production  of  copper.  Business  es- 
tablished, under  the  supervision  of  H.  R.  Caul- 
field,  in  1892.  Works  located  at  the  junction  of 
the  Worcester  and  Boston  lines  of  the  N.  Y.,  N. 
H.  &  H.  R.  R.  Co.,  at  Central  Falls,  R.  I.  At 
the  beginning  the  works  produced  2,000  pounds 
per  day,  but  the  plant  has  been  increased  so 
that  now  over  75,000  pounds  of  copper  are 
turned   out   daily.    Business   incorporated  in 


anon  mill.  S.  Willard  Thayer  is  now  the  man- 
ager of  the  business. 

Narragansett  Machine  Co. — Manufacturers  of 
light  machinery,  gymnastic  apparatus,  lockers, 
and  bowling  alleys.  Business  established  in 
1882.  Incorporated  in  1889.  Works  located  at 
Woodlawn,  in  the  city  of  Pawtucket.  Two  new 
buildings  have  just  been  completed  this  year  of 
igoi,  that  doubles  the  capacity  of  the  works, 
which  are  situated  on  the  N.  Y.,  N.  H.  &  H.  R. 
R.,  a  spur  track  running  into  the  mill  yard. 

Rhode  Island  Card  Board  Co.— Manufacturers 


Pawtucket  Foundry  Co.  Plant,  Pawtucket,  R.  I. 


1892  under  the  present  name,  Lewisohn  Bros, 
of  New  York,  holding  the  controlling  interest. 
Some  200  men  are  employed. 

Lebanon  Mill  Co.  —  Manufacture  knit  goods; 
60  knitting  machines.  Business  originally  es- 
tablished in  1828  in  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  where  the 
works  are  now  located,  as  a  yarn  mill.  The 
present  name  was  adopted  in  1869,  at  which 
time  the  business  was  carried  on  by  Edward 
Thayer,  son  of  Alanson  Thayer,  who  formerly 
carried  on  the  business  under  the  firm  name  of 
Alanson  Thayer  &  Son.  Before  that  tmie  R. 
B.  Gage  &  Co.  were  doing  business  in  the  Leb- 


of  lithographic  stock,  printers',  engravers',  and 
photographers'  cards,  and  stereoscopic  mounts. 
Works  at  105  Exchange  street,  Pawtucket,  R. 
I.  Business  established  in  1844.  Incorporated 
in  1886.  One  of  the  largest  plants  of  the  kind 
in  New  England. 

Dexter  Yarn  Co.  —  Manufacturers  of  cotton 
yarns.  Business  established  by  Capt.  N.  G.  B. 
Dexter  in  1820.  He  was  succeeded  by  his  sons 
who  adopted  the  name  of  the  Dexter  Yarn  Co. 
The  knitting  yarns  made  by  this  Pawtucket  con- 
cern were  considered  for  years  the  best  on  the 
market. 
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Blodgett  &  Orswell  Co.  —  Manufacturers  of  1887  the  business  was  incorporated  as  the  Blod- 
glazed  yarns  and  spool  cotton.  Business  estab-  gett  &  Orswell  Co.  The  present  officers  are: 
lished  by  lulward  (j.  Blodgett  and  K.  W.  Ors-    Edmund  W.  Orswell,  Treasurer;  William  W. 


Edmund  W.  Orswell.  William  W.  Orswell. 

well,  January  I,  1885,  their  works  at  that  time  Orswell,  Secretary.  Manufacturing  plant  lo- 
being  located  on  Bayley  street,  Pawtucket.    In    cated  on  Front  street,  Pawtucket,  on  the  Black- 


Pawtucket  Dyeing  and  Bleaching  Co.  Plant,  Pawtucket,  R.  I. 
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stone  river,  next  to  the  Harrison  Yarn  and  Dye- 
ing Co.  works.  The  business  increased  so  rap- 
idly the  works  on  Bayley  street  were  found  too 
small,  and  the  present  extensive  plant  was 
erected,  which  is  one  of  the  largest  in  the 
State. 

In  1889  the  Blodgett  &  Orswell  Co.  estab- 
lished the  Pawtucket  Dyeing  and  Bleaching  Co. 
which  was  incorporated  the  same  year,  where 
they  carry  on  the  dyeing  and  bleaching  of  cot- 
ton yarn  and  stockinet.    An  extensive  business 


was  educated  in  the  public  schools,  and  after 
leaving  the  high  school  of  Lonsdale,  R.  I., 
he  became  bookkeeper  for  the  firm  of  N.  P. 
Hicks  &  Co.,  and  remained  with  this  firm  and 
its  successors  in  that  capacity  until  1883.  In 
1884  the  firm  was  incorporated  as  the  E. 
Jenckes  Mfg.  Co.,  and  Mr.  Orswell  became  its 
Secretary,  remaining  until  he  joined  with  Mr. 
Blodgett  in  1885  in  the  manufacture  of  glazed 
yarn,  which  was  the  beginning  of  the  present 
large  business.    In  1894  Mr.  Blodgett,  who  was 


Blodgett  &  Orswell  Co.  Plant,  Pawtucket,  R.  I. 


is  done  at  both  of  these  plants.  The  dyeing 
and  bleaching  works  are  located  at  the  extreme 
eastern  section  of  the  city.  We  print  herewith 
an  excellent  cut  of  both  plants,  which  gives  a 
fair  idea  of  their  dimensions.  The  officers  of 
the  Blodgett  &  Orswell  Co.  also  serve  in  the 
same  capacity  for  the  Pawtucket  Dyeing 
&  Bleaching  Co. 

Edmund  W.  Orswell,  the  Treasurer  of  the 
corporations,  is  a  native  of  Valley  Falls,  R.  I., 
where  he  was  born  December  11,  1849.  He 


the  President  of  the  company,  died,  but  the 
business  was  continued  under  the  management 
of  Mr.  Orswell,  who  has  developed  one  of  the 
most  important  industries  in  Rhode  Island. 

William  W.  Orswell,  son  of  Edmund  W.  Ors- 
well, who  is  the  Secretary  of  both  companies,  is 
a  native  of  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  where  he  was  born 
January  6,  1874.  He  is  thoroughly  versed  in 
all  of  the  departments  of  the  business,  giving 
his  father  valuable  aid  in  the  management  of 
the  works. 
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Rogers  Screw  Co.  —  Manufacturers  of  steel, 
brass  and  bronze  wood  screws.  Business  estab- 
lished in  1899  by  the  former  President,  Super- 
intendent, Asst.  Superintendent,  Secretary  and 
Counsel  of  the  American  Screw  Co.  Incorpor- 
ated the  same  year  as  the  Rogers  Screw  Co., 
with  an  authorized  capital  of  $250,000.  Works 
located  on  Atwell's  avenue.  Providence. 
The  officers  of  the  corporation  are :  Olney  Ar- 
nold, Treasurer;  Henry  R.  Rogers,  Superinten- 
dent. Power  for  the  plant  is  furnished  by  a 
Greene  engine  and  an  auxiliary  electric  supply. 

Clyde  Bleach  and  Print  Works.  (S.  H.  Greene 
&  Sons  Corporation.)  ■ —  Bleachers,  dyers  and 


partnership,  and  later  the  business  was  incor- 
porated. 

Providence  Stock  Co.  —  Manufacturers  of 
rolled  plate  chains,  silver  novelties,  chain  brace- 
lets, lorgnettes,  ladies'  and  gents'  gold  chains, 
gold  scarf  pins,  and  brooches.  Works  located 
in  the  S.  &  B.  Lederer  Building  at  100  Stewart 
street,  Providence. 

R.  I.  Malleable  Iron  Works.  —  Manufacturers 
of  all  kinds  of  malleable  iron  and  s^eel  castings. 
Business  established  in  Hill's  Grove,  R.  I.,  in 
1867.  Thomas  J.  Hill  was  the  prime  mover  in 
the  enterprise  and  the  first  president  of  the 
company. 


Rogers  Screw  Co.  Works,  Providence,  R.  I. 


printers.  Works  located  at  Clyde,  R.  I.  Busi- 
ness established  in  1831  by  Simeon  H.  Greene 
and  a  Mr.  Pike,  who  may  have  been  the  Edward 
Pike,  from  Sterling,  Conn.,  who  was  managing 
a  bleachery  for  the  Crompton  Company  in  1823, 
which  was  run  in  connection  with  their  cotton 
mill.  Mr.  Pike  died  in  1842,  and  in  1845  Mr. 
Greene  purchased  his  late  partner's  interest 
from  the  heirs.  The  works  have  been  enlarged 
from  time  to  time  to  meet  the  increase  of  busi- 
ness, until  at  present  they  are  one  of  the 
largest  dyeing  and  bleaching  plants  in  the 
State.  The  printing  department  was  added  in 
1870,  when  seven  printing  machines  were  in 
operation.    Mr.  Greene  took  his  four  sons  into 


J.  M.  Carpenter  Tap  and  Die  Co — Manu- 
facturers of  taps  and  dies.  Business  established 
in  1870.  Incorporated  in  1891.  Works  located 
in  Woodlawn,  Pawtucket,  on  the  tracks  of  the 
N.  Y.,  N.  H.  &  H.  R.  R.  Business  founded  by 
J.  M.  Carpenter,  who  is  President  and  Treasurer 
of  the  corporation. 

Barr  Bros.  —  Brass  and  iron  founders.  All 
kinds  of  light  and  heavy  castings.  Foundry 
located  at  38  Privilege  street,  Woonsocket,  R. 
I.,  near  the  Harris  Privilege  Mill,  now  the 
Lawton  Spinning  Co. 

Valley  Falls  Co  Manufacturers  of  shirtings. 

Mill  located  at  Valley  Falls,  R.  I.  Equipped 
with  852  looms,  33,000  spindles. 
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Charles  E.  Angell. — Manufacturer  of  special 
machinery  and  repair  parts  for  Armington  & 
Sims  engines.  The  business  was  established 
in  1885  under  the  firm  name  of  Simeon  Bud- 
long  &  Co.,  manufacturers  of  belt  hooks.  Mr. 
Budlong's  interest  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Angell 
in  1 891  and  he  immediately  added  machinery 
and  made  general  machine  work  his  specialty. 
In  March,  1900,  he  purchased  all  the  records, 
"drawings,  patterns  and  engine  parts  of  the 
Armington  &  Sims  Co.,  and  the  Eastern 
Engine  Co.,  and  sold  the  belt  hook  business, 
devoting  his  whole  attention  to  his  machine 
business. 

Mr.  Angell  is  a  native  of  Providence,  where 
he  was  born  May  4,  1865.  After  leaving  school 
he  entered  the  machine  business  and  followed 
from  one  position  to  another  through  shop  and 
office  till  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Mr.  Bud- 
long,  January  7,  1885,  for  the  manufacture  of 
belt  hooks.  Since  assuming  the  full  control  of 
the  business  in  1891,  the  business  has  steadily 
grown  and  additional  floor  space  and  machinery 
has  constantly  been  added;  older  tools  have 
been  replaced  by  more  modern  ones  and 
the  entire  equipment  kept  up  to  the  great  pro- 
gress of  the  machinists'  trade.  At  the  present 
time  his  shop  is  completely  filled  with  the  most 
modern  machine  and  small  tools,  also  the  many 
special  tools  and  fixtures  for  work  on  the  Arm- 
ington &  Sims  engines,  and  as  additional  floor 
space  is  again  a  necessity,  he  contemplates 
soon  moving  into  new  quarters  designed  es- 
pecially for  his  work,  adding  more  and  heavier 
machinery,  and  commence  again  building  the 
engines,  the  design  having  been  brought  up  to 
date  and  the  necessary  new  patterns  made  to 
make  the  engines  a  leader  of  the  foremost  rank 
of  high  speed  engines,  a  position  which  the  Arm- 
ington &  Sims  held  in  its  earlier  days.  Besides 
owning  all  the  records,  patterns,  etc.,  of  the 
Armington  &  Sims  engines  he  still  further  has 
a  great  advantage  in  making  repairs  on  these 
engines  as  he  has  in  his  employ  many  of  the 
old  hands  of  the  company  who  had  knowledge 
and  charge  of  the  different  departments,  which 
insures  a  thoroughness  and  expediency  not  at- 
tainable by  those  not  thoroughly  familiar  with 
the  work.  All  parts  of  the  engines  which  are 
liable  to  breakage  or  wear  are  carried  in  stock 
and  any  repairs  can  be  made  with  the  least  possi- 
ble delay. 


As  the  building  of  these  engines  was  not 
long  ago  one  of  the  important  industries  of 
Providence  a  brief  history  of  its  development 
may  not  be  out  of  place:  The  building  of  these 
engines  was  first  begun  in  Lawrence,  Mass.,  and 
were  of  the  portable  type  and  the  first  engine 
was  delivered  August  29,  1878.  The  first  sta- 
tionary engine  was  delivered  March  26,  1880, 
and  was  installed  in  a  paper  mill  in  East  Pep- 
perell,  Mass.  About  1881  the  business  was 
transferred  to  Providence  and  in  June  of  that 
year  their  first  direct  connected  type  of  engine 
was  built.  This  engine  had  a  cylinder  12"  by 
12"  and  was  run  at  a  speed  of  350  revolutions 
per  minute.  This  engine  was  direct-connected 
to  an  Edison  dynamo  and  exhibited  at  the 
Paris  Exposition.  So  far  as  we  can  learn 
this  was  the  first  successful  high  speed 
engine  for  such  use,  and  it  gave  very 
good  results  and  the  indicator  cards  showed 
excellent  steam  distribution.  This  engine 
never  was  returned  to  this  country  but  was 
used  for  some  time  in  the  Grand  Opera  House, 
Paris,  and  the  last  known  it  was  in  successful 
operation  in  Amsterdam. 

About  1887  the  company  established  a  large 
plant  on  Eagle  street  and  carried  on  a  success- 
ful business  for  a  number  of  years.  In  1897  the 
business  passed  into  the  hands  of  a  committee 
and  was  transferred  to  the  Eastern  Engine  Co., 
who  continued  for  about  two  years,  but  finally 
closed  the  plant.  In  all  about  4,000  engines 
were  built  and  the  greater  part  of  them  are  now 
in  operation  and  the  very  few  that  are  to  be 
found  in  the  second-hand  market  is  good  proof 
of  the  success  the  engines  are  giving. 

Mr.  Angell's  shop  is  located  at  21  Eddy 
street  and  is  one  of  the  best  equipped  shops  in 
Providence. 

Newport  Manufacturing  Co. — Manufacturers 
of  special  machinery,  fine  tools,  instruments, 
torpedo  accessories,  electro-plating,  etc.  Office 
located  at  480  Thames  street,  Newport,  R.  I., 
works  on  South  Baptist  street.  Thomas  J. 
Moriarty,  President  and  Manager ;  John  T. 
Regan,  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

North  Scituate  Cotton  Mills.— Manufacturers 
of  screen  cloth.  Factory  located  in  North 
Scituate,  R.  I. 

United  States  Knitting  Co. — Manufacturers  of 
knit  goods.  Works  located  in  Central  Falls,  R. 
I.    George  L.  Miller,  Treasurer. 
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Interlaken  Mills.  —  Manufacturers  of  book 
cloths,  Holland  shades,  etc.  The  grey  cloth  is 
woven  by  the  company  and  then  finished  into 
book  cloths  of  all  colors  and  designs.  Business 
established  originally  by  James  DeWolf  in  1809, 
when  the  Arkwright  Mill  was  built,  the  business 
being  carried  on  underthenameof  the  Arkwright 
Manufacturing  Co.,  who  manufactured  cotton 
cloth.  This  mill  was  purchased  by  the  com- 
pany that  was  incorporated  as  the  Interlaken 
Mills  in  1883,  the  incorporation  papers  being 
secured  in  May  of  that  year.  Capitalization  of 
$400,000.  This  company  proceeded  to  build  a 
dye  house  and  bleach- 
ery  on  the  east  side  of 
the  Pawtuxet  river,  the 
Arkwright  Mill  being 
situated  on  the  west 
bank  of  that  stream. 
These  latter  works 
have  been  enlarged 
from  time  to  time  as 
the  business  increased, 
until  now  they  are 
very  extensive,  being 
one  of  the  largest 
plants  of  its  kind  in 
the  State.  Here  all  of 
the  goods  woven  by 
the  other  mills  are 
bleached,  dyed  and  fin- 
ished. In  May,  igoo, 
the  mills  of  the  Harris 
Manufacturing  Co.,  of 
Harris,  R.  I.,  were  pur- 
chased by  the  Inter- 
laken Mills,  and  the 
large  stone  mill,  which 
was  built  in  1850,  has  been  enlarged  by  an  ex- 
tensive addition  to  the  main  portion  of  the  mill. 
A  large  portion  of  the  old  machinery  has  been 
replaced  by  new  and  modern  machinery,  until 
now  the  plant  is  running  20,000  spindles  and 
350  forty-six-inch  looms.  It  is  here  in  this  mill 
that  most  of  the  grey  cloths  are  woven  which 
are  finished  in  the  mill  at  Arkwright.  The 
other  mill  that  was  purchased  by  the  company  is 
situated  on  the  Pawtuxet  river  at  Harris,  and  is 
one  of  the  older  mills  of  this  section,  bemg 
built  in  1822.  This  mill  is  not  made  use  of  at 
present.  The  business  of  the  Harris  Manufac- 
turing Co.  was  established  by  Gov.  Elisha  Har- 


Edward  C.  Bucklin. 


ris,  who  built  both  of  the  mills  in  the  years 
designated,  the  business  being  carried  on  under 
his  supervision  for  many  years.  Gov.  Henry 
Howard  succeeded  Gov.  Harris  as  the  President 
of  the  company,  and  Mr.  Bucklin  was  for  many 
years  the  Treasurer.  The  mill  privilege  at  Ark- 
wright affords  water  power  to  the  extent  of  600- 
horse  power  through  one  turbine,  and  an  auxiliary 
steam  plant  provides  200-horse  power  through  a 
Corliss  engine.  The  company  employ  in  the 
three  mills  some  550  hands.  The  officers  of 
the  company  are:  Aaron  L.  Ordway,  President  ; 
Edward  C.  Bucklin,  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

I^dward  C.  Bucklin, 
the  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  of  the  com- 
pany, is  a  native  of 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  was  born  in  August, 
1850.  After  leaving 
school  he  lived  in  Col- 
orado for  two  years,  on 
the  frontier,  and  be- 
came a  member  of  the 
Governor's  Guard  of 
Denver,  in  1871.  He 
was  in  the  city  of  New 
York  for  a  year  and  a 
half  in  a  commission 
house,  and  later  re- 
ceived a  practical  train- 
ing in  a  cotton  mill. 
In  1877  he  was  elected 
the  treasurer  of  the 
Harris  Manufacturing 
Co.,  and  elected  to  the 
same  office  in  the  Ark- 
wright Manufacturing 
Co.  in  1878.  In  1882  he  was  elected  treasurer 
of  the  Interlaken  Mills,  the  latter  being  a  reor- 
ganization of  the  Arkwright  Manufacturing  Co., 
and  he  is  at  present  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer 
of  that  company.  He  is  Vice-President  of  the 
Providence  Land  and  Wharf  Co.,  a  director  of 
the  Bank  of  North  America,  and  is  prominently 
connected  with  a  number  of  other  business  en- 
terprises. The  Interlaken  Mills  which  are  car- 
ried on  under  his  management,  are  among  the 
most  important  of  our  Rhode  Island  industries. 
The  cloth  covers  of  this  book  were  made  at 
these  mills  and  they  represent  a  very  durable 
and  attractive  line. 


Harris  Mill,  Interlaken  Mills,  Harris,  R.  I. 
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Reynolds  Mfg.  Co.  —  Manufacturers  of  union 
cassimeres.  Mill  located  at  Davisville,  North 
Kingstown,  R.  I.  The  first  woolen  manufac- 
turing of  this  place  was  carried  on  by  Ezra  and 
Jeffrey  Davis,  under  the  firm  name  of  E.  &  J. 
Uavis,  which  was  begun  in  1811.  Jeffrey  Davis 
was  the  father  of  William  D.  Davis,  who  was 
one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  Ouidnick  Mfg. 
Co.,  and  the  grandfather  of  Jeffrey  Davis,  the 
President  of  the  Ouidnick  Mfg.  Co. 

E.  Kenyon  &  Son.  —  Manufacturers  of  fancy 
cassimeres.  Mill  located  at  Kenyon,  town  of 
Richmond,  R.  I.  The  mill  is  one  of  the  most 
attractive  of  any  in  the  State. 


Elizabeth  Mills 

goods.  Business 
Thomas  J.  Hill. 
One  of  the  most 
Officers:  William 
James,  Treasurer 


—  Manufacturers  of  cotton 
established  about  1875  by 
Mill  at  Hill's  Grove,  R.  I. 
attractive  mills  in  the  State. 
C.  Peirce,  President;  W.  G. 
Also  carry  on  a  cotton  mill 
at  East  Greenwich,  R.  I. 

Grosvenordale  Co.— Manufacturers  of  handker- 
chiefs. Factory  located  in  p:ast  Providence,  R. 
I.  Business  established  about  1890.  The  same 
company  have  one  of  the  largest  factories  in 
New  P:ngland  at  North  Grosvenordale,  Conn. 

Coventry  Co. — Manufacturers  of  cotton  goods 


for  sheetings 


The  mill  is  equipped  with  nearly 


Arkwright  Mill,  Interlaken  Mills, 

Carolina  Mills  Co.  —  Manufacturers  of  fancy 
cassimeres.  The  mill  contains  some  40  broad 
looms  and  eight  sets  of  cards.  Mills  located  at 
Carolina,  in  the  town  of  Richmond,  R.  I.  When 
the  business  was  begun  in  1868,  William  Tink- 
ham,  his  brother  Ellison  Tinkham,  and  F.  Met- 
calf  constituted  the  company.  William  Tink- 
ham sold  his  interest  in  the  business  in  1876. 

Albion  Co. — Manufacturers  of  cotton  goods. 
Mills  located  in  Albion,  in  the  town  of  Lincoln, 
R.  I.  J.  H.  and  J.  Chace,  proprietors.  Mill 
equipped  with  937  looms,  40,000  spindles.  One 
of  the  best  of  water  privileges,  and  a  mod- 
ern mill,  well  equipped  with  the  latest  ma- 
chinery. 


Arkwright,  R.  I.    (See  page  314. ) 

a  thousand  looms,  and  nearly  40,000  spindles. 
H.  L.  Straight,  Superintendent.  Mill  located 
at  Anthony,  in  the  town  of  Coventry,  R.  L 
One  of  the  most  substantial  mills  in  the  State. 

Nichols  &  Langworthy  Machine  Co.  —  Manu- 
facturers of  horizontal  and  vertical  steam  en- 
gines, high  speed.  Also  manufacture  the 
Worthington  water  tube  sectional  steam  boiler. 
Works  located  in  Hope  Valley,  R.  I.  Incorpor- 
ated. A.  G.  Nichols,  President;  H.  C.  Nichols, 
Treasurer. 

Charles  A.  Mann.  — Manufacturer  of  jewelers' 
lathes,  engine  lathes,  hand  lathes,  foot  power 
lathes,  side  rests,  cutting-off  rests,  etc.  Works 
located  at  166  Doyle  avenue.  Providence. 
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Finishing  Works.— William  Wanton  Dunnell, 
Apponaug,  R.  I.  Bleaching,  dyeing  and  printing. 
The  accompanying  cut  shows  one  of  the  most 
extensive  dyeing,  bleaching  and  printing  plants 
in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  and  the  additions 
and  improvements  which  are  to  be  made  very 
soon  will  make  it  one  of  the  most  complete 
establishments  of  its  kind  in  New  England. 
Mr.  Dunnell  and  his  father  brought  the  Dunnell 
Print  Works  of  Pawtucket  up  to  their  present 
state  of  perfection,  which  are  known  throughout 


Henry  F.  Jenks.  —  Manufacturer  of  builders' 
hardware  and  drinking  fountains.  Business  es- 
tablished in  1870.  His  drinking  fountains  are 
in  use  in  a  large  number  of  the  towns  and  cities 
throughout  New  England.  They  are  made  so 
as  to  accommodate  dogs,  horses  and  pedestrians, 
and  are  very  simple  in  construction.  Works  lo- 
cated on  Bayley  street,  Pawtucket.  Employs 
10  hands.  Mr.  Jenks  is  a  native  of  Pawtucket, 
where  he  was  born  May  12,  1837.  He  also 
manufactures  other  specialties  in  iron  and  steel, 


Finishing  Works,  William  Wanton  Dunnell,  Apponaug,  R.  I. 


the  country  as  one  of  the  most  complete  plants 
in  America.  They  are  now  owned  by  the  U.  S. 
Finishing  Co.,  and  are  known  as  the  Dunnell 
Branch.  The  Finishing  Works  at  Apponaug 
will  undoubtedly  become  as  famous  for  their 
high  class  work  as  the  Dunnell  works  of  Paw- 
tucket. Rhode  Island  has  become  a  leader  in 
the  finishing  of  cotton  goods,  there  being  several 
plants  that  are  counted  the  largest  in  their  line 
in  the  country,  and  the  Apponaug  plant  is  one 
of  the  most  extensive  and  complete. 


including  stools  for  office  and  mill  purposes, 
park  settees,  etc. 

S.  &  B.  Lederer. —Manufacturers  of  rolled 
plate  and  electro-plated  jewelry.  Buttons  and 
chains  their  specialty.  Works  located  at  the 
corner  of  Stewart  and  Conduit  streets.  Provi- 
dence. One  of  the  largest  plants  in  the  city 
devoted  to  the  manufacture  of  jewelry. 

Ashland  Co.  —  Manufacturers  of  sheetings. 
Works  located  at  South  Scituate,  R.  I.  The 
mill  contains  100  looms,  and  5,000  spindles. 
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Hope  Webbing  Co.— Manufacturers  of  narrow 
woven  fabrics,  elastic  and  non-elastic  in  cotton, 
woolen  and  silk,  which  are  used  for  boot 
and  shoe  straps,  blanket  and  carpet  bindings, 
hat  bands,  dress  stays,  dress  trimmings,  hose 
supporters,  electrical  apparatus  and  for  many 
other  purposes.  Business  established  in  1883 
by  Charles  Sisson  and  Oscar  A.  Steere  on 
Sprague  street.  Providence.  Incorporated  in 
1889.  Capitalized  for  $300,000.  Office,  1005 
Main  street.  Officers  :  Hezekiah  Conant,  Presi- 
dent; Charles  Sisson,  Treasurer;  Willis  H. 
White,  Secretary  and  Assistant  Treasurer;  Os- 
car A.  Steere,  Superin- 
tendent. The  new 
works  in  Pawtucket 
were  begun  in  1889 
and  the  machinery  was 
moved  from  Sprague 
street  in  1890.  The 
first  section  of  the  fac- 
tory was  built  on 
Larned  street,  dimen- 
sions 200  feet  in  length, 
80  feet  in  width,  with 
an  ell  60  feet  square. 
Additions  were  made 
of  substantially  the 
same  dimensions  in 
1892,  1895  and  1899. 
The  works  have  been 
built  entirely  around 
Larned  street  which 
now  constitues  a  court 
enclosed  by  thefactory. 
The  factory  covers 
about  150,000  square 
feet  of  floor  space. 
There  are  two  stories  in  the  front  and  rear  with 
connecting  weave  sheds  of  one  story  in  height. 
The  buildings  are  of  brick  of  most  approved 
construction  and  the  plant  is  equipped  with  all 
modern  improvements.  The  greater  part  of 
the  machinery  has  been  built  from  special  de- 
signs of  the  Superintendent,  Oscar  A.  Steere. 
Fully  600  people  are  employed  operating  416 
broad  looms  and  accessory  machinery.  This  is 
one  of  the  most  substantial  textile  factories 
in  the  State.  Power  is  supplied  wholly  by 
steam  to  the  extent  of  about  400-horse  power. 
One  Corliss  engine  of  300-horse  power  furnishes 
power  for  the  works  and  two  smaller  engines 


Charles  Sisson. 


supply  power  for  the  electric  lighting  plant  and 
other  purposes. 

Hezekiah  Conant,  President  of  this  company, 
has  taken  an  active  interest  in  the  promotion  of 
the  enterprise  since  its  removal  to  Pawtucket- 
A  sketch  of  his  life  is  given  elsewhere  in  this 
work. 

Charles  Sisson,  Treasurer  of  the  company,  is 
a  native  of  Coventry,  R.  I.,  where  he  was  born 
September  7,  1847.  He  is  descended  on  his 
mother's  side  from  Perez  Peck,  who  was  very 
prominent  in  the  building  of  cotton  machinery 
and  the  development  of  cotton  manufacturing  in 

the  Pawtuxet  Valley 
early  in  the  last  cen- 
tury. His  father,  Asa 
Sisson,  was  for  many 
years  a  well  known 
builder  of  cotton  ma- 
chinery at  Anthony, 
R.  I.  Charles  Sisson 
graduated  from  the 
Friends'  school,  Provi- 
dence, in  1866,  and  im- 
mediately engaged  with 
Vaughan  &  Greene, 
who  were  then  starting 
the  manufacture  of 
webbing  at  Hamilton, 
R.  I.,  remaining  with 
them  and  their  suc- 
cessors, the  Hamilton 
Web  Company,  until 
1883.  In  that  year  he 
removed  to  Providence 
and  established  busi- 
ness on  his  own  ac- 
count in  company  with 
Oscar  A.  Steere,  under  the  firm  name  of  the 
Hope  Webbing  Company,  starting  with  ten 
looms  on  Sprague  street  in  that  city.  The  busi- 
ness has  had  a  steady  growth  until  at  present  it 
is  the  largest  mill  of  its  kind  in  the  United 
States,  showing  a  remarkable  increase  in  the 
past  eighteen  years.  Mr.  Sisson  was  the  active 
mover  in  the  establishment  of  the  enterprise 
and  has  had  general  charge  of  the  office  busi- 
ness and  finances  from  its  inception  to  the 
present  time. 

Oscar  A.  Steere,  Superintendent  of  the 
works,  is  a  native  of  Oxford,  Mass.,  where  he 
was  born  July  22,  1850.    During  his  early  child- 
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hood  his  parents  removed  to  Hamilton,  R.  I., 
where  he  attended  the  public  schools.  After 
leaving  school  he  entered  the  employ  of  Vaughan 
&  Greene,  afterwards  the  Hamilton  Web  Com- 
pany, remaining  there  until  1873,  when  he  went 
to  Northampton,  Mass.,  to  become  overseer  of 
a  department  of  the  Anchor  Tape  and  Webbing 
Company.  Here  he  remained  for  some  five 
years  and  then  resigned  to  take  the  superinten- 
dency  of  the  Springfield  Weaving  Company  of 
Springfield,  Mass.,  remaining  in  that  capacity 
for  three  years.  He  then  removed  to  Holyoke, 
Mass.,  to  take  charge  of  the  blanket  binding  and 


1862.  Two  years  later  his  parents  removed  to 
Uxbridge,  Mass.,  where  he  attended  the  public 
schools  until  he  went  to  Hamilton,  R.  I.,  in 
1880,  where  he  was  employed  in  the  office  of 
the  Hamilton  Web  Company  as  bookkeeper. 
Here  he  remained  until  the  fall  of  1882,  when 
he  engaged  in  the  life  insurance  business  which 
he  pursued  for  one  year.  In  1884  he  went  to 
Albion,  R.  I.,  and  was  employed  in  the  ofifice  of 
the  Albion  Company,  now  the  Valley  Falls 
Company,  for  one  year.  Early  in  1885  he  went 
to  Hills  Grove,  R.  I.,  as  accountant  in  the  local 
store,  remaining  until  the  fall  of  1887,  when  he 


Hope  Webbing  Co.  Plant,  Pawtucket,  R.  I. 


surcingle  department  of  the  Springfield  Blanket 
Company.  After  two  years  he  resigned  and 
later  began  business  on  his  own  account  in  com- 
pany with  Charles  Sisson  under  the  firm  name 
of  the  Hope  Webbing  Company.  Mr.  Steere 
has  brought  out  many  important  inventions  in 
connection  with  the  machinery  used  in  the 
manufacture  of  their  goods  and  his  office  has 
directed  the  internal  management  of  the  works 
since  its  beginning. 

Willis  H.  White,  Secretary  and  Assistant 
Treasurer  of  the  company,  is  a  native  of  Mil- 
ville,  Mass.,  where  he  was  born  December  22, 


associated  himself  with  the  Hope  Webbing 
Company  and  has  served  as  Secretary  and  As- 
sistant Treasurer  since  the  incorporation  of  the 
business.  The  growth  and  success  of  this  en- 
terprise has  been  largely  due  to  Mr.  White's 
careful  and  intelligent  attention  to  the  details 
of  the  office  work. 

Rhode  Island  Brush  Co. — Manufacturers  of 
revolving  brushes,  window  washers,  floor  sweep- 
ers, and  counter  brushes.  Brushes  for  mill 
work  their  specialty.  Charles  H.  Grant,  Gen- 
eral Manager.  Works  located  at  50  Daniel 
avenue,  Providence. 
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Nayatt  Brick  Co.  —  Manufacturers  of  brick. 
Business  established  in  1847.  Works  located 
at  Nayatt,  in  the  town  of  Barrington,  R.  I. 
The  company  own  some  400  acres  of  land, 
mostly  good  clay  land.  This  is  probably  the 
most  extensive  deposit  of  clay  suitable  for  the 
manufacture  of  first  class  building  brick  to  be 
found  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island.  The  plant 
is  equipped  with  the  most  modern  brick  making 
machinery. 

J.  N.  Polsey  &  Co. — Manufacturers  of  wooden 
packing  bo.xes.  Business  established  in  1857 
by  J.  N.  Polsey.  John  P.  Hood  became  the 
sole  owner  in  i8g8,  who  is  a  native  of  Pawtucket, 
where  he  was  born  February  7,  185 1.  Works 
located  at  41  Bay  ley  street,  Pawtucket,  on  the 
N.  Y.,  N.  H.  &  H.  R.  R.  tracks.  Employ  20 
hands. 

John  Hope  &  Sons. — Manufacturers  of  panta- 
graph,  mill  engraving  and  grounding  machines, 
also  lathes,  clamps,  die  blocks,  steel  and  copper 
plate  ruling  machines,  etc.  Business  established 
in  1847.  Incorporated  in  i8go.  Works  located 
on  Mashapaug  street,  Providence.  John  Hope, 
Treasurer. 

Cruickshank  Steam  Engine  Co. — Manufactur- 
ers of  stationary  and  yacht  engines,  also  experi- 
mental, special  and  general  machinery.  Works 
located  at  286  Dyer  street.  Providence.  Here 
the  first  Providence  steam  automobile  was  made 
by  L.  V.  N.  Baldwin,  who  was  the  Superinten- 
dent of  the  place. 

R.  I.  Perkins  Horse  Shoe  Co. — Manufacturers 
of  machine  made  horse  shoes  of  all  kinds  and 
sizes.  Business  established  by  Charles  H.  Per- 
kins in  1867.  One  of  the  largest  plants  of  its 
kind  in  the  country.  Works  located  at  Valley 
Flails.    Office  in  Providence. 

Rhode  Island  Tool  Co.  —  Manufacturers  of 
special  machinery,  bolts,  nuts,  tools,  etc.  Busi- 
ness established  about  1847  as  the  Providence 
Tool  Co.,  and  reorganized  in  1883  under  the 
present  name.  Incorporated.  Works  located 
on  West  River  street.  Providence. 

Phillips  Insulated  Wire  Co.  —  Manufacturers 
of  all  kinds  of  wire  for  electric  railways,  cables, 
etc.  Works  located  at  Darlington,  Pawtucket, 
R.  I.,  on  the  India  Point  branch  of  N.  Y.,  N.  H. 
&  H.  R.  R.  One  of  the  largest  plants  in  Paw- 
tucket, and  modern  in  every  respect. 


Israel  H.  Smith. — Manufacturer  of  card  set- 
ting machinery,  diamond  point,  fancy,  doffer 
ring,  sheet  and  hand-card  machines,  and  cam 
wheels  made  to  order.  Works  located  at  the 
corner  of  Pawtuxet  and  Wentworth  avenues, 
Edgewood,  R.  I. 

New  England  Steam  Brick  Co.  —  Manufactur- 
ers of  brick.  The  most  extensive  brick  manu- 
facturing plant  in  New  England.  Brick  yards 
and  works  at  Barrington  and  Nayatt,  R.  I. 
Every  modern  appliance  for  the  manufacture  of 
brick. 

Winsor  &  Jerauld  Mfg.  Co.  —  Manufacturers 
of  tentering  machines,  also  the  non-rupturable, 
patent  convertible,  automatic  or  spring  clamp 
tenter  chain.  Tenter  clips  a  specialty.  Works 
located  at  55  Clifford  street.  Providence. 

American  Seamless  Wire  Co. — Manufacturers 
of  seamless  wire  for  jewelry  manufacturers'  use. 
Business  established  in  1897.  Works  located 
in  the  Jesse  Metcalf  Building,  Providence. 
William  Oscar  Cornell,  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

Langelier  Mfg.  Co — Manufacturers  of  special 
machinery,  tools,  etc.,  including  jewelers'  and 
opticians'  machines  and  tools.  Works  located 
at  67  Clifford  street.  Providence.  A.  T.  Lange- 
lier, President  and  Treasurer. 

The  James  Hanley  Brewing  Co. — Brewers  of 
ales  and  porter.  Brewery  located  at  the  corner 
of  Fountain  and  Jackson  streets.  Providence. 
James  Hanley,  President  and  Treasurer.  One 
of  the  oldest  breweries  in  the  city. 

Narragangett  Brewing  Co. — Brewers  of  lager 
beer,  ale  and  porter,  and  manufacturers  of  arti- 
ficial ice.  Brewery  at  Arlington,  R.  I.  Her- 
man G.  Possner,  Manager. 

What  Cheer  Brewery. — Brewers  of  lager  beer. 
Brewery  located  just  outside  of  the  city  of 
Providence  in  the  town  of  Cranston.  H.  T. 
Molter,  Proprietor. 

Eagle  Brewing  Co.  —  Brewers  of  ale  and 
lager  beers.  Brewery  located  on  West  Ex- 
change, Ames,  Spruce  and  McAvoy  streets, 
Providence. 

I.  P.  Richards. — Manufacturer  of  U.  S.  Stan- 
dard dies,  standard  punches,  etc.  Works  lo- 
cated at  23  Pemberton  street,  Providence. 

Hope  Valley  Woolen  Co.  —  Manufacturers  of 
satinets.  Mill  located  in  Hope  Valley,  Rich- 
mond, R.  I. 
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P.  E.  Thayer  &  Co.  —  Manufacturers  of  all 
kinds  of  brushes  for  manufacturing;  purposes. 
Their  great  specialty   is   jevvelers'  and  mill 


Philo  E.  Thayer. 


brushes.  Business  established  in  1870.  Works 
located  on  East  avenue,  Pawtucket,  R.  I. 
Philo  E.  Thayer,  the  present  proprietor,  is  a 
native  of  Bellingham,  Mass.,  where  he  was  born 
March  4,  1847.  He  received  his  education  in 
the  public  schools.  After  leaving  school  he 
went  to  Worcester,  Mass.,  in  1864,  to  work  for 
his  brother,  Ellis  Thayer,  who  was  carrying  on 
the  brush  manufacturing  business.  After  a  few 
months  he  went  to  Woonsocket  to  work  for  an- 
other brother,  Allen  Thayer,  who  was  carrying 
on  the  grocery  business  in  that  city.  In  1870 
Ellis  and  George  Thayer  purchased  the  brush 
manufacturing  business  of  Thomas  Greene,  of 
Pawtucket,  whose  works  were  located  upon 
East  avenue,  and  Philo  E.  Thayer  was  then  em- 
ployed to  take  the  foremanship  of  the  works. 
Here  he  continued  for  two  years,  when  he  left 
to  enter  a  grocery  store  in  Woonsocket,  and 
after  about  a  year,  his  brother  George  being  in 
ill  health,  he  returned  to  Pawtucket  to  again  be- 
come the  foreman  of  the  works.  He  later 
bought  out  his  brother  George's  interest,  and 
then  the  firm  name  of  Thayer  Brothers  was 
adopted  and  used  for  a  number  of  years,  until 
he  purchased  his  brother  Ellis's  interest  in  1880, 
(21) 


then  becoming  the  sole  owner.  P'rom  that 
time  on  the  business  has  been  carried  on  under 
the  name  of  P.  E.  Thayer  &  Co,  He  also  had  an 
interest  in  a  brush  factory  in  Woonsocket,  but 
he  sold  his  interest  in  1893  to  his  nephew, 
Walter  S.  Thayer,  who  had  been  his  former 
partner.  Mr.  Thayer's  brush  works  are  among 
the  most  extensive  in  the  State. 

Mr.  Philo  E.  Thayer  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Pawtucket  City  Council  from  1886  until 
1892,  a  continuous  term  of  seven  years,  and  he 
was  again  elected  in  1895.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  for  the  years  1896, 
1897  and  1898,  being  the  President  of  the  board. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Special  Committee  of 
the  City  Council  in  charge  of  the  Cotton  Cen- 
tennial Celebration  which  was  held  in  Paw- 
tucket in  1890.  In  1894  he  was  first  elected  to 
represent  Pawtucket  in  the  Lower  House  of 
the  General  Assembly,  and  in  many  other  ways 
he  has  been  honored  by  the  citizens  of  the  city 
of  Pawtucket.  He  was  appointed  by  Governor 
Lippitt  in  1897  as  one  of  three  commissioners 
to  establish  a  new  boundary  line  between 
Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island. 

Providence  Ornamental  Iron  Works. —  Man- 
ufacturers of  fire  escapes,  iron  roofs,  cast  and 
wrought  iron  fences,  window  guards,  and 
shutters.  Bostwick's  folding  gate  for  elevators 
and  entrances.  Works  located  at  288  Dyer 
street,  Providence.  John  G.  Lundgren,  pro- 
prietor. 

The  Vermont  Mfg.  Co. — Manufacturers  of 
fancy  butterine.  P^actory  located  at  13  to  17 
Jackson  street.  Providence.  Works  thoroughly 
equipped  with  every  modern  convenience  for 
the  manufacture  of  butterine.  Their  products 
are  said  to  be  as  fine  as  any  made  in  this 
country.    M.  E.  O'Meara,  General  Manager. 

Huntoon  &  Gorham  Co.— Manufacturers  of 
union-made  cigars.  Factory  located  at  167 
Courtland  street.  Providence.  William  C.  Hun- 
toon, President;  Harrison  B.  Huntoon,  Trea- 
surer and  general  Manager. 

James  H.  Tower. — Manufacturer  of  fire  escape 
balconies,  ladders,  iron  bridges,  railings,  steel 
cells,  doors,  shutters,  and  sheet-iron  work. 
Works  located  at  48  Borden  street,  Providence. 

Ashaway  Woolen  Co. — Manufacturers  of  cas- 
simeres.  Mill  located  in  Ashaway,  in  the  town 
of  Hopkinton,  R.  I.    L.  A.  Briggs,  Treasurer. 
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William  D.  Cross. — Manufacturer  of  a  high 
grade  of  cigars.  Husiness  established  in  1869. 
Works  located  in  Carolina,  R.  I.  Mr.  Cross  is 
a  native  of  Charlestown,  R.  I.,  where  he  was  born 
November  5,  1832.  He  completed  his  education 
in  the  East  Greenwich  Academy.  After  learn- 
ing the  cigar  makers  trade  he  was  employed  in 
the  city  of  Providence  for  a  time  as  the  man- 
ager of  a  cigar  factory,  and  in  1869  began  busi- 
ness on  his  own  account  in  the  town  where  he 
now  resides,  and  still  carries  on  the  cigar  manu- 
facturing business.  Mr.  Cross  is  one  of  the 
most  influential  men  of  the  town.  He  was 
elected  to  represent  the  town  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  in  the  years  1872,  1898,  and 

1899,  and  was  elected  to  the  Senate  in  1880, 

1900,  and  1901.  He  served  in  the  Town  Coun- 
cil from  1869  to  1872,  and  from  1879  to  i8gi. 
From  1893  until  the  present  time  he  has  been 
President  of  the  Council.  In  1873  and  1874  he 
served  as  Commissioner  of  Indian  Schools,  for 
the  Narragansett  Tribe,  which  was  then  living 
on  the  reservation  in  Charlestown.  He  was 
elected  Town  Treasurer  and  Collector  in  1897, 
and  has  held  the  office  continuously  from  that 
time  to  the  present. 

William  H.  Haskell  Mfg.  Co.  —  Manufac- 
turers of  bolts  and  nuts.  Business  established 
in  1853  by  Lewis  T.  Haskell,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Pinkham,  Haskell  &  Co.  In  1857 
William  H.  Haskell  bought  out  the  entire  busi- 
ness. In  1861  Robert  Sherman  became  a  part- 
ner, but  in  1868  he  sold  his  interest  to  Mr.  Has- 
kell. The  business  was  incorporated  in  1881  as 
the  William  H.  Haskell  Co.  The  manufact- 
uring plant  is  one  of  the  largest  in  New  Eng- 
land, which  was  developed  under  Mr.  Haskell's 
management,  and  after  the  incorporation  Mr. 
Edmund  S.  Mason  as  Treasurer  and  Daniel  A. 
Hunt  as  Agent,  were  instrumental  in  its  growth. 

Allen's  Print  Works.  —  Printers  and  dyers. 
Works  located  at  the  North  End  of  the  city  of 
Providence.  The  first  building  erected  on  this 
site  was  built  for  a  woolen  mill  about  1812. 
J.  B.  Kelley,  is  the  Treasurer  of  the  corporation. 
The  plant  is  quite  an  extensive  one,  and  has 
been  used  for  a  dyeing  and  printing  establish- 
ment for  many  years. 

Barr  &  Thornley.  —  Globe  Brass  P'oundry. 
Manufacturers  of  all  kinds  of  brass  and  bronze 
castings  and  lining  metals.  Foundry  located  at 
38  Wayne  street,  Providence. 


New  England  Brush  Co. — Manufacturers  of 
all  kinds  of  brushes,  for  silk,  cotton  and  woolen 
mills,  also  for  machine  builders,  silversmiths, 
sprinkling  brushes  for  printers  and  bleachers, 
and  for  manufacturing  jewelers.  Works  located 
at  77  Page  street.  Joseph  Adams  and  Samuel 
M.  Robinson,  proprietors. 

Charles  E.  Taylor. — Manufacturer  of  paper 
cop  tubes,  made  to  fit  all  kinds  of  spindles  of 
American  and  English  manufacture.  Successor 
to  the  Burgess  Cop  Tube  Co.  Received  a  gold 
medal  at  the  Mechanics  Association  Exhibition 
of  1869  of  Boston.  Works  located  at  21  Eddy 
street,  Providence. 

Philip  L.  Voelker. — Manufacturer  of  brushes 
for  silk,  cotton  and  woolen  mills,  furnishing 
and  sprinkling  brushes  for  printers  and  bleach- 
ers. Business  established  in  1858.  Works 
located  at  935  Westminster  street,  Providence. 

Volney  W.  Mason  &  Co.  —  Manufacturers  of 
friction  clutches,  hoisting  machinery,  etc. 
Business  established  in  1861.  Works  located 
on  Lafayette  street,  Providence.  Volney  W. 
Mason,  Proprietor. 

John  D.  Lewis. — Manufacturer  of  dye-wood 
liquors,  extracts,  etc.,  for  dyeing,  bleaching  and 
finishing  cotton  and  woolen  fabrics.  Works 
located  on  Charles  and  Bark  streets.  Providence. 
Office,  4  E.xchange  Place. 

The  J.  A.  Gowdey  Reed  &  Harness  Co.— Man- 
ufacturers of  reed  and  harnesses  for  woolen 
and  cotton  mills.  Business  established  about 
1840.  Works  located  at  40  Clifford  street. 
Providence. 

Livingston  Woolen  Mills. — Manufacturers  of 
woolen  goods.  Mill  located  at  Washington,  in 
the  town  of  Coventry,  R.  I.  Operate  some 
twenty  looms. 

James  Morton. — Manufacturer  of  shawls. 
Works  located  in  Washington,  in  the  town  of 
Coventry,  R.  I.  The  only  shawl  manufacturer 
in  the  State. 

Hand  Brewing  Co. — Brewers  of  beers.  Brew- 
ery located  at  Darlington,  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  on 
the  India  Point  branch  of  the  N.  Y.,  N.  H.  & 
H.  R.  R.    Brewery  erected  about  1899. 

Joseph  J.  Schofield. — Manufacturer  of  special 
machinery,  appliances  for  woolen  and  cotton 
mills,  bleacheries  and  print  works.  Works  lo- 
cated at  282  Dyer  street.  Providence. 
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Horton  Brothers. — Photographers.  The  Hor- 
ton  Brothers  were  born  in  Westmoreland, 
Cheshire  county,  New  Hampshire.    In  1878,  in 


E.  Chamberlain  Horton. 


Providence,  E.  C.  Horton  established  the  busi- 
ness and  one  year  and  a  half  later  took  as  a 
partner,  his  brother,  E.  K.  Horton.  Since  then 
the  firm  has  been  known  as  Horton  Brothers. 
E.  C.  Horton,  as  an  operator,  ranks  among  the 
very  best  and  has  a  thorough  knowledge  of  all 
the  diffent  branches  of  the  business. 

E.  K.  Horton  is  financial  manager  and  by 
the  personal  supervision  of  each  in  their  de- 
partments they  have  kept  pace  with  the  times 
and  maintained  an  enviable  reputation,  second 
to  none.  Their  patrons  are  from  all  parts  of 
the  country,  many  of  them  being  our  most  dis- 
tinguished citizens.  For  eighteen  years  they 
have  been  photographers  to  Brown  University. 
Most  of  the  portraits  used  in  this  book  were 
made  by  them  from  special  sittings. 

Wickford  Worsted-Woolen  Mills.  —  Manufac- 
turers of  woolen  and  worsted  goods.  Business 
established  in  1881  by  William  Gregory,  Ex- 
Governor  of  Rhode  Island,  whose  biographical 
sketch  is  printed  on  page  7  of  this  book.  Soon 
after  Governor  Gregory's  death  in  December, 
the  business  that  had  been  carried  on  so  suc- 
cessfully by  him,  which  included  the  mill  at 
Wickford  and  the  Oak  Hill  Mill,  at  Bellville, 


R.  I.,  was  incorporated  under  the  name  of  the 
Wickford  Worsted-Woolen  Mills,  the  former 
name  being  the  Wickford  Worsted  Mills.  The 
incorporation  papers  were  granted  December 
27,  igoi.  Capitalized  for  $100,000.  Officers: 
Mrs.  Harriet  Gregory,  President,  widow  of  the 
late  Governor;  Albert  Gregory,  Secretary  and 
Treasurer;  Miss  Louise  Gregory  is  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Directors.  Under  the  new 
name  the  company  plans  to  resume  business 
January  i,  1902. 

Canonchet  Mills.  —  Manufacturers  of  cotton 
yarns  and  warps.  Mills  located  in  Hope  Valley 
in  the  town  of  Hopkinton,  R.  I.  Mr.  L.  Ed- 
wards, proprietor.  The  plant  was  built  by  Mr. 
Edwards  in  1876,  and  is  one  of  the  most  sub- 
stantial of  any  textile  establishment  in  the 
State.  Power  is  supplied  by  water  to  the  ex- 
tent of  about  lOO-horse  power,  and  an  auxiliary 
steam  plant  supplies  all  that  is  needed  in  time 
of  low  water.  The  mills  have  about  3,000  spin- 
dles. Mr.  Edwards  is  well  known  as  a  thorough 
textile  manufacturer. 

Eagle  Dye  Works.  —  Dyers  and  finishers  of 
cotton  from  the  bale.  Business  incorporated  in 
1886.    Snow  &  Earle,  Agents.    Employ  about 


Edgar  Kendall  Horton. 

75  hands.  Newton  Earle  has  served  as  Presi- 
dent and  Treasurer  of  the  concern  for  a  num- 
ber of  years. 
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Bernon  Mills.  Manufacturers  of  print  cloths 
antl  twilled  goods.  First  factory  built  in  1813, 
of  stone,  and  known  as  the  Georgiaville  Cotton 
Manufacturing  Co.  Mill.  Present  company 
incorporated,  with  a  capitalization  of  $125,000. 
Officers  :  Royal  C.  Taft,  President ;  Robert  W. 
Taft,  Asst.  Treasurer;  H.  R.  Farnham,  Super- 
intendent. The  mill  contains  some  30,000 
spindles,  and  641  looms.  Works  at  Georgiaville, 
R.  I. 

Household  Sewing  Machine  Co.  —  Manufact- 
urers of  the  Household  Sewing  Machine.  Busi- 
ness established  about  1847.  F'actory  located 
on  Wickenden  street.  Providence.  These  works 
have  in  the  past  been  devoted  to  various  manu- 
facturing purposes,  including  marine  hardware, 
railroad  supplies,  rifles,  and  various  other  lines. 
George  H.  Newhall,  Treasurer. 


Nayatt  and  N.  E.  Brick  Co.  Plants,  Nayatt,  R.  I. 

[.See  page  320.] 

Coventry  Co. — Manufacturers  of  sheetings, 
twills,  and  goods  for  the  converting  trade.  First 
mill  built  in  1805  or  1807.  Mill  located  at  An- 
thony, R.  I.  Incorporated  in  1864.  Capital- 
ized for  $300,000.  Officers  :  Rathbone  Gardner, 
President ;  Robert  W.  Taft,  Treasurer.  There 
are  some  40,000  spindles,  and  gi6  looms.  Power 
is  supplied  from  the  Pawtu.xet  River,  and  from 
a  steam  engine. 

Dyerville  Mfg.  Co. — Manufacturers  of  cotton 
goods.  Mill  located  at  610  Manton  avenue. 
Providence,  on  the  Woonasquatucket  River. 
Truman  Beckwith,  Treasurer. 

Greenville  Mfg.  Co. — Manufacturers  of  woolen 
goods.  Business  established  in  1856.  Factory 
at  Greenville,  R.  I. 


Ellis  Thayer.  —  Manufacturer  of  all  kinds  of 
brushes,  principally  for  manufacturers'  use. 
Mr.  Thayer  originally  began  business  in  Wor- 
cester, Mass.,  along  about  1863,  and  in  1870  he 
purchased  the  brush  business  formerly  carried 
on  by  Thomas  Greene,  of  Pawtucket,  on  F2ast  ave- 
nue, his  brother  George  being  a  partner  in  the 
enterprise.  Later  his  brother,  Philo  E.  Thayer, 
bought  out  George  Thayer's  interest,  and  the 
firm  name  then  became  Thayer  Bros.  In  1880 
Mr.  Thayer  sold  out  his  interest  in  the  business 
to  his  brother  Philo,  and  later  began  business  in 
his  own  name  on  Exchange  street,  Pawtucket, 
in  a  new  factory  which  is  equipped  with  all  of 
the  latest  brush  making  machinery. 

American  Yarn  Co. — Manufacturers  of  tailors' 
trimmings,  fancy  cottons,  etc.  Business  incor- 
porated in  1892.  Works  located  in  Pawtucket, 
R.  I.  Mr.  L.  M.  Smith  was  the  prime  mover  in 
the  establishment  of thebusiness, andtohis  care- 
ful oversight  is  due  the  success  of  the  enterprise. 
Mr.  Smith  was  for  some  fifteen  years  the  super- 
intendent of  the  Harris  Woolen  Company's 
mill  at  Woonsocket.  Hezekiah  Conant,  Presi- 
dent;  Jude  Taylor,  Treasurer.  Mr.  Smith  was 
elected  Agent  and  Superintendent  of  the  com- 
pany May  I,  1894. 

N.  E.  Ventilating  and  Heating  Co. — Manufac- 
turers of  Richardson's  system  of  mill  ventil- 
ation, including  exhaust  fans,  revolving  ventil- 
ators, etc.  Works  located  at  926  Manton  ave- 
nue, Providence.  Richard  Richardson,  Pro- 
prietor. 

Kendall  Mfg.  Co. —  Manufacturers  of  soap  and 
the  widely  known  "Soapine".  Nicholas  Shel- 
don, Treasurer.  The  largest  soap  manufacturing 
plant  in  the  State.  Works  located  on  FViend- 
ship  street,  corner  of  Page  street.  Providence. 

Wanskuck  Co.  —  Manufacturers  of  worsted 
goods.  Business  begun  in  1864.  Mill  located 
in  the  Wanskuck  section  of  Providence.  Jesse 
H.  Metcalf,  Agent  of  the  corporation.  Office, 
36  Exchange  Place. 

Geneva  Mills.  —  Manufacturers  of  worsted 
goods.  Mill  located  on  Douglas  avenue,  Provi- 
dence. One  of  the  extensive  manufacturing- 
plants  of  the  State.  Business  office,  36  Ex- 
change Place. 

Combination  Ladder  Co.  —  Manufacturers  of 
ladders,  of  all  kinds  including  extension  ladders, 
wood  and  iron  fire  escape  ladders,  etc.  C.  N. 
Richardson,  proprietor.  Works  at  366  Foun- 
tain street.  Providence. 
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RHODE  ISLAND  INDUSTRIAL  EXHIBITION. 


As  a  fitting  close  to  the  last  years  of  the 
Nineteenth  Century,  which  marked  a  wonder- 
ful growth  in  the  line  of  manufactures  in  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island,  the  Providence  Board  of 
Trade  planned  and  organized  an  Industrial  Ex- 
hibition to  be  held  the  week  of  June  17,  1897, 
the  prime  object  being  to  place  before  the  Mexi- 


the  most  complete  exhibition  of  its  kind  ever 
held  in  the  State,  reflecting  much  credit  upon 
the  organization  and  the  committees  appointed 
to  look  after  the  various  details.  Not  only  were 
the  products  placed  on  exhibition,  but  there 
were  many  enterprising  concerns  who  placed 
in  operation  many  of  their  machines,  thereby 
giving  an  accurate  idea  of  the  manner  in  which 
their  goods  were  manufactured.  Nearly  every 
line  of  goods  made  in  the  State  were  on  exhi- 


Fuller  Building.    The  Industrial  Exposition  Building  of  1897. 


can,  Central  and  South  American  delegates, 
who  were  at  that  time  making  a  tour  of  the 
United  States,  on  the  invitation  of  the  Philadel- 
phia Commercial  Museum,  the  manufactured 
products  of  the  State  so  that  they  could  inspect 
them  under  one  roof,  and  get  an  idea  of  the  ex- 
tent of  our  manufactures  without  the  necessity 
of  visiting  numerous  factories.  Under  the  effi- 
cient management  of  its  Secretary,  George  H. 
Webb,  the  exhibition  was  completed  within  a 
very  few  days,  the  time  being  limited.    It  was 


bition  from  the  minutest  piece  of  jewelry  to  a 
Corliss  steam  engine,  and  everything  was  ar- 
ranged in  an  attractive  manner.  Upon  the  ar- 
rival of  the  delegates  a  reception  was  tendered 
them  on  June  17,  at  which  Governor  Elisha 
Dyer  made  the  address  of  welcome. 

The  Fuller  Building  was  erected  by  Frederic 
Fuller  in  1896.  It  is  located  at  the  corner  of 
West  Exchange  and  Sabin  streets.  The  build- 
ing is  devoted  principally  to  manufacturing,  in- 
cluding jewelry,  bicycles,  ring  travellers,  etc. 
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APPONAUG  AND  EAST  GREENWICH. 


The  village  of  Apponaug  lays  claim  to  about 
the  first  fulling  mill  built  in  the  State,  and  East 
Greenwich  claims  the  first  calico  printing  es- 
tablishment in  the  United  States.  These 
places  have  both  become  somewhat  famous  for 
their  dyeing,  bleaching  and  prmting  establish- 
ments, but  they  are  not  engaged  very  exten- 
sively in  other  lines  of  manufactures,  although 
East  Greenwich  had  quite  a  record  in  the  tex- 
tile line  soon  after  the  advent  of  the  Nineteenth 
Century.  At  present  there  is  but  one  cotton 
factory  in  operation,  and  one  bleachery  and 
print  works. 

The  following  is  the  act  of  the  "Proprietors" 
in  reference  to  the  establishment  of  a  fulling 
mill  in  Apponaug : 

June  6,  1696.  "These  presents  declare  and 
testify  that  John  Micarter,  of  the  town  of  Provi- 
dence in  the  colony  of  Rhode  Island,  and  Provi- 
dence Plantations,  having  made  application  by 
way  of  petition  to  this  town  of  Warwick,  desir- 
ing leave  and  liberty  for  the  building  and  setting 
up  a  fulling  mill  upon  a  small  river  at  the  place 
called  and  known  by  the  name  of  Aponake 
(Apponaug),  also  some  convenient  accommo- 
dations for  the  abode  and  residence  of  himself 
and  family.  The  town  having  considered  the 
premises  have  granted  his  request,  always  with 
this  proviso,  that  the  said  fulling  mill  shall  be 
finished  and  completed  fit  to  do  the  town  ser- 
vice at  or  before  the  first  day  of  May,  which 
shall  be  in  the  year  1697.  And  that  the  said 
John  Micarter  shall  always  be  ready  to  do  the 
town's  work  upon  as  reasonable  terms  as  they 
can  have  it  done  elsewhere  in  the  states  about 
us;  upon  these  considerations  the  town  hath 
granted  him  one  acre  and  a  half  of  land  situate 
and  being  between  two  wading  places,  the  up- 
permost being  the  foot-way  and  the  lowermost 
the  horseway,  as  also  allowed  liberty  for  digging 
a  trench  at  the  entrance  of  Kekamewit  brook 
to  raise  it  sufficiently,  which  done  will  make  a 
small  island,  which  he  may  also  make  use  of ; 
and  hath  also  liberty  without  and  besides  the 
bounds  appointed  him  to  dry  cloth  upon  the 
common  ;  also  privileges  upon  the  common  for 
fuel  or  fire  wood  necessary,  and  privileges  for 
ten  head  of  cattle  to  feed  on  the  common  ;  more- 
over seventeen  acres  of  land  or  thereabouts, 
eastward  from  Robert  Potter's  farm,  ranging 


easterly  towards  Coweset  pond,  &c.  Notwith- 
standing the  town  do  reserve  the  liberty  to 
themselves,  if  they  see  cause,  to  set  up  a  town 
mill  upon  the  same  river,  &c.  Said  John  Mi- 
carter hath  liberty  to  raise  Coweset  pond  two 
feet  if  occasion  be  for  it,  &c." 

This  grant  indicates  that  there  were  no  other 
fulling  mills  in  the  State  at  that  time,  from  the 
statement  that  the  "Said  John  Micarter  shall 
always  be  ready  to  do  the  town's  work  upon  as 
reasonable  terms  as  they  can  have  it  done  else- 
where in  states  about  us."  This  also  makes  it 
quite  plain  that  there  were  fulling  mills  in  Con- 
necticut and  Massachusetts  then  in  operation. 

Now  as  to  the  first  textile  printing  plant  in 
America:  P^ast  Greenwich  claims  a  Mr.  Daw- 
son was  printing  linen  cloth  there  which  was 
spun,  woven  and  bleached  by  the  women  of  the 
village  as  early  as  about  1780.  "As  there  was 
little  or  none  of  the  calico  in  the  shops  for  sale, 
every  family  made  their  own  cloth  and  then 
carried  it  to  the  printing  establishment  to  be 
printed,  each  person  selecting  their  own  pattern 
and  colors.  The  patterns  were  very  neat  and 
pretty,  and  the  colors  remarkably  brilliant;  but 
those  brilliant  tints  were  owing  to  the  material 
on  which  they  were  printed,  as  linen  will  take 
color  better  than  cotton." 

These  printed  linens  were  considered  as  cost- 
ly in  those  days  as  the  silks  and  velvets  of  the 
present  time,  and  full  as  stylish.  In  1794 
Messrs.  Schaub,  Tisset  and  Dubosque  were  do- 
ing printing  in  Providence,  and  since  that  time 
the  printing  of  textiles,  principally  cotton  goods, 
has  gradually  increased  until  at  present  the 
State  ranks  among  the  leaders  in  the  line  of 
print  goods. 

The  town  of  Warwick,  it  will  be  observed, 
when  it  granted  John  Micarter  the  right  to  set 
up  a  fulling  mill  within  its  borders,  reserved  the 
right  for  the  town  to  carry  on  the  same  business 
if  its  representatives  should  decide  that  such  a 
thing  was  desirable.  Such  a  clause  prevented 
the  class  of  monopoly  that  to-day  is  often  car- 
ried along  with  the  grants  that  are  made  by 
some  of  the  towns  at  the  present  time,  and  this 
particularly  applies  to  the  Legislature  in  grant- 
ing franchises  in  the  city  of  Providence,  with- 
out any  clause  attached  that  shall  protect  the 
people  in  their  natural  rights,  where  exigencies 
arise  that  cannot  be  seen  when  the  grants  are 
made. 
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General  Fire  Extinguisher  Co. —  Manufacturers 
of  the  Grinnell  Automatic  Sprinklers.  The 
Providence  Steam  and  Gas  Pipe  Co.  were  the 
pioneers  in  the  manufacture  of  automatic  sprink- 
lers in  America,  which  have  proven  so  much  of 
a  blessing  in  the  saving  of  valuable  property 
throughout  the  manufacturing  world.  The 
General  P'ire  Extinguisher  Company  was  the 
outcome  of  this  invention,  which  amounted  to  a 
consolidation  of  the  business  of  that  company 
and  that  of  other  companies  endeavoring  to 
manufacture  a  similar  sprinkler.    This  organ- 


ization  was  completed  in  1893,  when  the  busi- 
ness was  incorporated  with  a  capitalization  of 
^1,000,000.  The  company  control  nearly  all  of 
the  patents  that  are  counted  valuable  in  the 
making  of  automatic  sprinklers. 

The  Grinnell  Sprmklers  are  a  triumph  in 
their  way,  and  represent  the  highest  achieve- 
ment in  automatic  fire  extinguishing  apparatus. 
Simple  in  design  and  perfect  in  costruction  and 
operation,  these  sprinklers  are  in  use  the  wide 
world  over.  They  have  adequate  structural 
strength  to  resist  water  pressure,  combined 
with  quick  action  in  case  of  fire,  and  possess 


various  other  valuable  features  not  to  be  found 
in  an  equal  degree  in  any  other  similar  apparatus 
on  the  market. 

It  has  been  in  extensive  and  steadily  growing 
use  now  for  a  number  of  years,  and  has  made  a 
record  that  is  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  fire 
extinguishers.  The  fact  that  the  Grinnell  sprink- 
ler had  extinguished  up  to  January  ist,  1896, 
twenty-five  thousand  recorded  fires,  (and  of 
course  many  more  not  reported),  at  an  average 
loss  of  less  than  ^250  per  fire,  (and  at  practically 
no  loss  in  a  large  proportion  of  these  fires), 


emphasizes  the  value  of  the  "Grinnell"  as  a  fire 
arrester.  Every  Automatic  sprinkler  manufac- 
tured by  the  General  Fire  Extinguisher  Com- 
pany is  fully  warranted  as  to  quality  of  material 
and  workmanship,  and  is  guaranteed  to  do 
its  work  promptly,  efficiently  and  satisfac- 
torily. 

The  works  of  the  company  are  located  on 
West  Exchange  street.  Providence,  and  they 
are  very  extensive.  A  new  brick  addition  to 
the  plant  is  now  being  completed.  Frank  H. 
Maynard  is  the  General  Manager  of  the 
company. 


General  Fire  Extinguisher  Co.  Plant,  West  Exchange  Street,  Providence,  R.  I. 
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E.  Morgan  &  Sons. —  Manufacturers  of  patent 
medicines,  their  principal  product  being  the 
Arabian  Balsam,  which  is  one  of  the  best  sell- 
ing patent  medicines  on  the  market,  possessing 
a  great  deal  of  merit.  In  1850  Dr.  Haynes,  who 
originated  the  balsam,  sold  the  formula  to  Dr. 
J.  Miller,  who  conceived  the  idea  of  placing  the 
medicine  on  the  market  in  conjunction  with 
other  valuable  medicines  of  his  own  discovery. 


more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century.  Mr.  Farring- 
ton  has  always  given  the  business  his  personal 
attention,  thereby  developing  a  trade  that  was 
very  valuable. 

American  Liquid  Soap  Co. — Manufacturers  of 
liquid  soaps,  American  liquid  bath  and  toi- 
let lotions,  and  the  American  grease  and 
stain  eradicator.  Business  incorporated  in 
1901.    Capitalized  for  ;g200,ooo.    Factory  lo- 


Harbor  of  Newport,  R.  I. 


and  the  business  was  conducted  under  the 
style  of  J.  Miller  &  Sons,  later  as  Miller  & 
Pidge,  and  later  the  business  came  into  the 
hands  of  E.  Morgan  &  Sons.  Laboratory  at 
350  Weybosset  street.  Providence. 

William  U.  Farrington.  —  Manufacturer  of 
soap  of  all  kinds.  He  makes  a  specialty  of  mill 
soaps.  Soap  works  located  at  East  Greenwich, 
R.  I.,  where  he  has  carried  on  the  business  for 


cated  in  East  Providence  Centre,  R.  I.  The 
business  office  is  located  in  the  Banigan  Build- 
ing, Providence. 

John  McAuslan.  —  Manufacturer  of  paper  cop 
tubes,  paper  mailing  tubes,  etc.  Works  located 
at  86  Valley  street,  East  Providence.  Business 
originally  located  on  Canal  street.  Providence. 
One  of  the  most  extensive  manufacturers  of 
tubes  in  this  section  of  the  country. 
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Works   272. 

Crossin  &  Co   97. 

Cross.  William  D   322. 

Crown  Carpet  Lining  Co   33. 

Cruickshank  Steam  Engine  Co.  320. 

Cuddv,  John  T.  &  Co   232. 

Cumerford,  A.  S.  &  Co   111. 

Cutler  Mfg.  Co   209. 

Cutler  Jewelry  Co   302. 

Cutting,  R.  S.  &  Co   223. 


D 

Dart,  The  E,  M.  Mfg.  Co   216, 

Darling,  C.  C.  &  Co   H". 

Darling  C.  P.  &  Co   141. 

Darling.  L.  B.  Fertilizer  Co.  .  .  265. 

Davol  Rubber  Co   48. 

Dempsey  Blch.  &  Dye  Works.  .  251. 

Devereux,  O.  C.  &  Co   93. 

Dexter  Yarn  Co   309. 

Diamond  Machine  Co   268. 

Dickinson,  George  W   268. 

Donle,  Charles  B   HI- 

Donley  &  Co   160. 

Dover.  George  W   102. 

Dunnell  Branch  U.  S,  Fin,  Co,  264. 

Dunn  Worsted  Co   304. 

Draper.  J.  O.  &  Co   278. 

Dyer  Street  Land  Co.,  Article.  139. 

Dyerville  Mfg.  Co   324. 

E 

Eagle  Brewing  Co   320. 

Kagle  Dve  Works   323. 

Eagle  Mills   282. 

Eastern  Electrotype  Co   305. 
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h:aston  &  Hurnham  Mcli.  Co...  258. 

I<:d(ly,  P.  S   132. 

l{)(lniiin(ls.  George  W   91. 

Elizabeth  Mills   316. 

Elm  wood  Button  Co   86. 

Empire  Rubber  Shoe  Co   269. 

Enflekl  Mills   263. 

Bsser  &  Barry   118. 

Ettlinger,  E.  J   132. 

Excelsior  Nickel  Plating  Wks.  97. 
Excelsior   Steam   Engine  and 

Machine  Co   131. 

F 

Fales  &  Jenks  Machine  Co   261. 

Falls  Yarn  Co   290. 

Farrington,  William  U   330. 

Farwell  Worsted  Mills   242. 

Feeley,  W.  J.  Co   114. 

Feeley,  James  R.  &  Co  '. .  97. 

Field,  Charles  H   97. 

Finishing  Wks.,W.W.  Bunnell.  317. 

First  Textile  Mills  of  R.  I   289. 

Fitzgerald,  M.  &  Co   115. 

Fletcher,  Burrows  &  Co   114. 

Fletcher  Mfg.  Co   119. 

Flint,  Blood  &  Co   105. 

Flossette  Mfg.  Co   256. 

Folsom,  F.  W.  &  Co   290. 

Forestdale  Mfg.  Co   173. 

Ford  &  Carpenter   118. 

Foster,  Theodore  &  Bro.  Co...  224. 

Franklin  Machine  Co   30. 

Eraser,  .J.  M.  &  Co   109. 

Frost,  Albert   245. 

Frye   Bros   141. 

Fulford  &  Hobart   113. 

Fugere,  J.  L   279. 

Fuller,  Albert  F   120. 

Fuller,  Carpenter  &  Co   94. 

Fuller,  Frederick  Bell  F'd'y...  271. 

Fuller,  George  H.  &  Son.."   265. 

Fuller  Iron  Works   270. 

Q 

Gallagher,  J.  H.  &  Co   122. 

General  Fire  Extinguislier  Co..  .  329. 

Geneva  Mills  324. 

Getchell,  S.  S.  &  Son   221. 

Gilbane,  William  &  Brother...  31. 

Glendale  Woolen  Mill   304. 

Goff,  D.  &  Sons   273. 

Goldsmith  &  Harzberg   21. 

Gorham  Mfg.  Co   8. 

Gowdey,    The   J.   A.    Reed  & 

Harness  Co   322. 

Granger  Foundry  &  Mch.  Co..  191. 

Graham  &  Williams   167. 

Grant,  J.  W.  Chain  Co   212. 

Greene  &  Daniels  Mfg.  Co   263. 

Greene,  The  A.  A.  Co   104. 

Greene,  George  F.  &  Co   106. 

Greene,  William  C.  &  Co.....  116. 

Greenville  Mfg.  Co   324. 

Greenwood  &  Chase   145. 

Greenwich  Bleaehery   272. 

Griffith,  The  R.  L.  &  Son  Co..  128. 

Grimshaw,  Crossley  Mfg.  Co..  108. 

Grosvenordale  Co   316. 

Grover,  S.  K.  &  Co   122. 

Gneriu  Spinning  Co   303. 


H 


Halkyard  Mfg.  Co   145. 

Hall,  H.  A.  &  Co   256. 

Hamblin,  John  A   239. 

Hamilton,  George   126. 

Hamilton  &  Hamilton,  Jr   212. 

Hamilton  Web  Co   142. 

Hamlet  Textile  Co   172. 

Hancock,  Charles  E.  Co   116. 

Hand  Brewing  Co   322. 

Hanley  &  Murdy   125. 

Hanley,  The  Jas.  Brewing  Co.  320. 

Harrison  Yarn  &  Dyeing  Co.  .  .  246. 

Harris,  Wm.  A.  Steam  Eng.  Co.  223. 

Hart  Textile  Co   291. 

Harvey  &  Otis   120. 

Haskell,  Wm.  H.  Mfg.  Co   322. 

Hawes,  Geo.  &  Sons   140. 

Heathcote,  John  &  Son   184. 

Heimberger  &  Lind   96 

Heller,  Joseph  &  Co   108. 

Herreshoff  Mfg.  Co   214. 

Herrick,  A.  &  Co   132. 

Hicks  Boiler  Works   298. 

Hill,  James  Mfg.  Co   139. 

Holden,  E.  W   110. 

Holmes,  Geo.  H.  &  Co   120. 

Hope  Glass  Works   61. 

Hope,  John  &  Sons   320. 

Hope  Paper  Co   277. 

Hope  Valley  Woolen  Co   320. 

Hope  Webbing  Co   318. 

Hope  Worsted  Mills   187. 

Hopkins  Machine  Works   82. 

Horton  Bros   323. 

Household  Sewing  Machine  Co.  324. 

Howland  &  Wheaton  Co   211. 

Hunt,  Thomas  G   203. 

Hutchison  &  Huestis   124. 

Huntoon  &  Gorham  Co   321. 


I 

Improved  Seamless  Wire  Co..  113. 

Industries  of  Rhode  Island...  5. 

Ingraham,  E.  B.,  Agent   207. 

International    Burglar  Proof 

Lock  Co   55. 

Interlaken  Mills   314. 

Irons  &  Russell   133. 


J 

.Jackson  Patent  Shell  Roll  Co.  241. 

Jenckes,  E.  Mfg.  Co   264. 

Jencks,  Charles  W.  &  Bro   279. 

Jenks,  Henry  F   317. 

Jesse  Metcalf  Building  Matter.  131. 

Jewelers'  Supply  Co   256. 

Johnson,  Oliver  &  Co   135. 

Joslin  Mfg.  Co   50. 


K 

Keach  &  Brown   217. 

Keech,  Henry  A.  Co   215. 

Kendall  Mfg.  Co   324. 

Kent  Mfg.  Co   80. 

Kenworthy,  J.  &  Co   221. 

Kenyon,  E.  &  Son   316. 

Kenyon,  .John  J.  Mfg.  Co   244. 


Kern,   Herman   112 

Kirby,  The  H.  A.  Co   114 

Knight,  B.  B.  &  R   42 

Knowles,  J.  B.  &  S.  M   14 

L 

Lafayette  Worsted  Co   222 

Langelier  Mfg.  Co   320 

Lassen,  John  F.  &  Co   279 

Lawton  Spinning  Co   78 

Lebanon  Mill  Co   309 

Lederer,  H.  &  Bro   116 

Lederer,  S.  &  B   317 

Leicester  Knitting  Mill   79 

Leonard,  F.  A.  &  Co   161 

Lewis,  John  D   322 

Linden  Worsted  Mills   162 

Lindel,  H.  C.  &  Co   118 

Lind,  Thomas  W   100 

Linton  Bros.  &  Co   258 

Linton  &  Co   118 

Lippitt  Woolen  Co   196 

Littlefield  Mfg.  Co   206 

Livingston  Woolen  Mills   322 

Loeb,  William  &  Co   115 

Logee,  Edgar  L.  &  Co   167 

Lonsdale  Co   80 

Loridan  Worsted  Co   237 

Lord  &  Case   116 

Lorraine  Mfg.  Co   248 

Lowe,  Edwin,  Gold  Plate  Co..  100 

Lowe,  Edwin  &  Co   137 

Luther,  Charles  A.  &  Co   258 

Luther,  H.  C.  &  Co   123 

Luther,  William  H.  &  Son   134 

Lymansville  Company   182 

Lyon,  John  W   167 

M 

Maine  Creamery  Co   83 

Main,  W.  F.  Co   110 

Manchester  &  Hudson   90 

Mann.  Charles  A   316 

Manton  Mills   301 

Manufacturers  Specialties  Co..  239 

Manville  Co   74 

Marcy,  Harry  W   228 

Marden  &  Kettlety   116 

Martin,  Copeland  &  Co   118. 

Mason  Mfg.  Co   71. 

Mason,  The  Robert  D.  Co   250. 

Mason.  Volney  W.  &  Co   322. 

Mason,  W.  H   203. 

Maxson  &  Co   18. 

McAuslan  John    330. 

McCarron,  J.  A.  &  Co   239. 

McKnight  Artificial  Limb  Co..  119. 

McLaughlin,  E.  S.  &  Co   212. 

McWilliams  Mfg.  Co   120. 

Mead  Gas  Engine  Co   203. 

Mechanical  Fabric  Co   141. 

Mencke,  Henry  F   132. 

Merrill,  S.  K.  &  Co   136. 

Metcalf.  George  A   222. 

Miller  Press  &  Machine  Co.  .  .  .  219. 

Miller,  William  H.  &  Sons   120. 

Minahan.  C.  &  Co   114. 

Minto,  James  D   61. 

Mooney,  F.  H   110. 

Moore,  Samuel  &  Co   132. 

Morgan,  1*'.  *  .Sous                  ...  .'!:;0. 
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Morse,  Frederic  W   149. 

Morse,  Rodolph  F   91. 

Morton,  James   322. 

Mossberg  &  Granville  Mfg.  Co.  115. 

Mott  Covering  Co   217. 

N 

Narragansett  Machine  Co   309. 

Nasonville  Woolen  Mill   245. 

National  Button  Co   160. 

National  Card  &  Paper  Co   257. 

National  Elastic  Webbing  Co..  148. 

National  India  Rubber  Co   266. 

National  Paint  Mfg.  Co   70. 

National  Pile  Fabric  Co   220. 

National  &  Prov.  Worsted  Mills.  300. 

National  Ring  Traveler  Co.  .  .  .  162. 

Naushon  Co   222. 

Navatt  Brick  Co   320. 

Newell,  Fred  E   258. 

N.  E.  Brush  Co   322. 

New  England  Butt  Co   38. 

N.  E.  Electrolytic  Copper  Co..  309. 

N.  E.  Steam  Brick  Co   320. 

New  England  Pearl  Co   122. 

New  England  Thread  Co   254. 

Newport  Mfg.  Co   313. 

Nicholson  File  Co   20. 

Nichols,  J.  D.  &  Sons   301. 

Nichols  &  Langworthy  Mch.  Co.  316. 

Norcross  Bros   164. 

Normandy,  Chas.  O.  &  Co   91. 

North  Scituate  Cotton  Mills..  313. 

Nottingham  Mill   273. 

Norton,  William   141. 

Novelty  Pearl  Co   18. 


O 

Oakdale  Mfg.  Co   224. 

Oakland  Worsted  Co   204. 

O'Donnell  Jewelry  Co   104. 

Olney  Brothers   198. 

Otis  Bros   119. 

Oriental  Mills   23. 

Oriental  Silk  Mfg.  Co   135. 

Orr  Brothers   264. 

Otsby  &  Barton  Co   101. 


P 

Palmer  &  Capron   115. 

Parker  Mills,  Warren   210. 

Parks  Bros.  &  Rogers   118. 

Pascoag.  Article   64. 

Pawtucket  Braided  Line  Co.  .  .  257. 

Pawtucket,  City  of   235. 

Pawtucket  Dyeing  &  Bleaching 

Co.  Works   310. 

Pawtucket  Foundry  Co   308. 

Pawtucket  Mfg.  Co   248. 

Pawtucket  Spinning  Ring  Co..  192. 

Pavne,  Gorge  W.  &  Co   277. 

Pay.  Charles  &  Co   198. 

Peabody.   David   111. 

Peace  Dale  Mfg.  Co   68. 

Pearce,  F.  T.  &  Co   122. 

Pease.  L.  F.  &  Co   291. 

Perforated  Pad  Co   71. 

Perry,  John  W   253. 


Perseverance  Worsted  Co   245. 

Pervear,  H.  N   111. 

Phenix  Iron  Foundry   181. 

Phillips  Insulated  Wire  Co   320. 

Phillips,  The  Thomas  Co   136. 

Phcenix  Spinning  Co   86. 

Pitkin,  A.  B.  Machinery  Co...  88. 

Place,  Oscar  E   109. 

Place,  Wm.  H.  Mfg.  Co   167. 

Plews,  R.  Mfg.  Co   257. 

Pocasset  Worsted  Co   18. 

Pollard,  A.  &  Co   111. 

Polsey,  J.  N.  &  Co   320. 

Potter,  Earl  A   186. 

Potter,  E.  A.  &  Co   115. 

Potter  &  Buffinton   95. 

Potter  &  Johnson  Machine  Co..  262. 

Prendergast,  William  H   65. 

Presbrey,  A.  A.  &  Son  Co   13. 

Providence  Aluminum  Co   95. 

Providence  Art  Glass  Co   33. 

Providence  Belting  Co   18. 

Providence  Brass  Foundry....  37. 

Providence  Brewing  Co.,  The..  223. 

Providence,  City  of,  Sketch....  21. 

Prov.  Dyeing,  Bleach.  &  Cal.Co.  194. 

Providence  Elec.  &  Plat.  Wks..  32. 

Providence  Engineering  Wks..  196. 

Providence  Gas  Co   84. 

Providence  Machine  Co   16. 

Prov.  Ornamental  Iron  Works.  321. 

Providence  Sizing  Co   237. 

Providence  Stock  Co   312. 

Providence  Telephone  Co   58. 

Provuncher,  Joseph   79. 

Prue,  E.  J.  &  Co   222. 

0 

Quarters,  William  F   203. 

Queen  Dyeing  Co   125. 

Quidnick  Mfg.  Co   230. 

R 

Randall,  W.  C   114. 

Read  &  Lincoln   138. 

Reliance  Mill  Company   197. 

Reliance  Worsted  Co   224. 

Remington,  Horace  &  Son....  98. 

R.  I.  Braiding  Machine  Co.  .  .  .  36. 

Rhode  Island  Brush  Co   319. 

R.  I.  Card  Board  Co   309. 

R.  I.  Elevator  &  Machine  Co.  .  204. 

R.  I.  Engraving  Co   305. 

R.  I.  Industrial  Exhibition   326. 

Rhode  Island  Tool  Co   320. 

R.  I.  Perkins  Horse  Shoe  Co..  320. 

Rhode  Island  Wire  Works   132. 

R.  I.  Malleable  Iron  Works...  312. 

Rice  &  Hayward   229. 

Richards,  I.  P   320. 

Richmond  Mfg.  Co   205. 

River  Spinning  Co   218. 

Riverside  Worsted  Mills   298. 

Rogers  Screw  Co   312. 

Rodman  Mfg.  Co   87. 

Royal  Weaving  Co   257. 

Roy,  L.  J.  &  Co   126. 

Rumford  Chemical  Works   26. 

Rusden  Machine  Co.,  The   266. 

Ryder,  W.  M   104. 


S 


Saxondale  Worsted  Mill   148. 

Sayles  Bleacheries   238. 

Sayles  &  Co.,  Fred  L   62. 

Sayles  &  Gilleran   .502. 

Sayles  &  Sons,  A.  L   62. 

Schofleld,  Battey  &  Co   130. 

Schofield,  Joseph  J   322. 

Schwarzkopf  &  Solinger   30. 

Scott,  Henry  L.  &  Co   83. 

Sheldon,  William  H.  Estate...  211. 

Sherman,  R.  A   160. 

Silver  Spring  Bleaching  &  Dye- 
ing Co   .56. 

Silverman  Bros   232. 

Simson  &  Kirkaldy   205. 

Simmons  &  Paye  Mfg.  Co   97. 

Slater  Cotton  Co   258. 

Slater  Weaving  Co   83. 

Slocomb,  J.  T.  &  Co   87. 

Smith  Bros   92. 

Smith,  B.  K.  &  Co   107. 

Smith,  George  J.  &  Co   115. 

Smith  Granite  Co.,  The   157. 

Smith.  I.  H   198. 

Smith  Webbing  Co   264. 

Snow  &  Westcott   125. 

Solway  Mills,  The   155. 

Spencer,  E.  L.  &  Co   94. 

Spofford,  William  &  Son   18. 

Stafford  Mfg.  Co   241. 

Standard  Jewelry  Co   132. 

Stearns,  A.  L.  &  Co   239. 

Stone  Worsted  Mill   65. 

Streeter  &  Co   100. 

Sullaway,  C.  E.  &  F.  B   211. 

Summer.  Kotler  &  Scheiner.  .  .  228. 

Swarz,  Fred  M   237. 

Sweeney,  William  Co.,  The.  ...  49. 

Sweet,  A.  H.  &  Son   302. 

Sweet,  A.  L   119. 

Swinburne,  Peckham  &  Co....  68. 

T 

Taft  Machine  Co   13. 

Taft-Pierce  Mfg.  Co   76. 

Talcott,  Walter  0   33. 

Taylor,  Charles  E   322. 

Tenney,  A.  E.  Mfg.  Co   2(55. 

Thayer,  pniis   324. 

Thayer,  P.  E.  &  Co   321. 

Thornton  Bros   132. 

Thornton,  Frank  L   140. 

Thompson,  H.  F.  Co   298. 

Thurston  Mfg.  Co   104. 

Tinkham  &  Co.,  William   66. 

Tockwotton  Co   43. 

Towel  Rack  &  Novelty  Co..  The.  272. 

Tower.  James  H   321. 

Townsend,  Thomas   170. 

Trafton,  The  Co   110. 

Tucker,  J.  C,  Jr   49. 

Tucker,  T.  C.  &  Co   228. 

Tuttle.  C.  Warren   147. 

Tuttle  &  Stark   110. 

U 

Union  Jewelry  Co   97. 

Union  Oil  Co   306. 

Union  Wadding  Co.,  The   274. 

United  States  Cotton  Co   258. 
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U.  S.  Gutta  Percha  Paint  Co.  .  .  28. 

U.  S.  Knitting  Co   313. 

U.  S.  Rub.  Co.,  Wool  boot  dept.  222. 

V 

Valley  Falls  Co   312. 

Valley  Worsted  Mills   300. 

Vaughn,  L.  &  Co   268. 

Vennerbeck  &  Clase   113. 

Vermont  Mfg.  Co.,  The   321. 

Vester,  Alfred  &  Son   115. 

Vesta  Knitting  Co   33. 

Victor  Shaw  Ring  Traveler  Co.  86. 

Voelker,  George  W.  &  Co   220. 

Voelker,  Philip  L   322. 

W 

Waite.  Thresher  &  Co   138. 

Wall,  A.  T.  &  Co   118. 

Wanskuck  Co   324. 

Warren,  J.  D.  &  Co   281. 


Warren  Mfg.  Co   207. 

Warren,  Town  of   209. 

Warwick  Mills   68. 

Weatherhead,  Thompson  &  Co.  261. 

Weeks  Bros.  Co   171. 

Welch  &  Co   212. 

Westerly,  Article  of   150. 

Westerly  Silk  Mill  Co   159. 

Westerly  Woolen  Co   156. 

Weybosset  Mills   297. 

What  Cheer  Brewery   320. 

What  Cheer  Wire  Works   27. 

Whipple.  Gilbert  F   187. 

Whitehead  Bros.  Co   131. 

White,  J.  S.  Co   245. 

White,  Stillman   38. 

White  Stone  Jewelry  Co   109. 

White,  Zare   18. 

Whittemore,  K.  W   149. 

Whittle  Dye  Works   272. 

Wickford  Woolen- Worsted  Mills  3-23. 

Wickford  Worsted  Mills   7. 

Wightman  &  Hough  Co   116. 

Wilcox,  D.  &  Co   95. 

Wilbur,  Benjamin   177. 


Williams  &  Andei-son   167. 

Wilkins,  F.  B.  &  Co   176. 

Williams,  M.  F   126. 

Williams  &  Payton   113. 

Wild,  S.  S.  &  Son   122. 

Wildprett  &  Saacke   131. 

Wilkinson,  C.  A.  &  Co   94. 

Wilson's  Shoddy  Mill   279. 

Winsor  &  .Jerauld  Mfg.  Co   320. 

Wolstenholme  Mfg.  Co   131. 

Wood,  Fred  Manufacturing  Co.  175. 

Woonsocket  Brush  Co   65. 

Woonsocket,  City  of,  Article...  71. 
Woonsocket  Mch.  &  Press  Co..  284. 
Woonsocket  Napping  Mch.  Co.  306. 
Woonsocket  Reed  &  Shuttle  Co.  71. 
Woonsocket  Rubber  Co.  .....  .  281. 

Woonsocket  Shuttle  Co   71. 

Woonsocket  Wagon  Mfg.  Co.  . .  166. 
Woonsocket  Worsted  Mills   290. 

Y 

Young  Bros   139. 


Portraits  and  Illustrations. 


A 

Adams,  George   122. 

Almy,  Darwin   46. 

Almy  Water  Tube  Boiler   46. 

Almy  Water  T.  B.  Co.  Plant.  . .  47. 

American  Blec.  Works  Plants..  189. 

American  Hair  Cloth  Co.  Plant.  261. 


Am.  Screw  Co.  Factories.  52,53,54. 


Am.  Ship  Windlass  Co.  Works.  25. 

Amer.  Woolen  Co.'s  R.  I.  Mills.  299. 

Andrews,  Frank  H   226. 

Andrews,  Frederick  W   226. 

Ann  &  Hope  Mill   81. 

Arnold,  Warren  0   156. 

A.  B.  Pitkin  Mch.  Co.  Salesrooms.  89. 

A.  T.  Atherton  Mch.  Co.  Plant.  280. 

A.  L.  Sayls  &  Sons  Mills   63. 

B 

Ballou,  Walter  S   44. 

Barton,  Robert   114. 

Battey,  Charles  W   130. 

Beaman  &  Smith's  Plant   35. 

Bens,  William   131. 

Benj.  Wilbur's  Bobbin  Works..  177. 

Blodgett  &  Orswell  Co.  Plant.  .  311. 

Bosworth,  Edmund  B   205. 

Bosworth,  Charles  B   205. 

Bourn,  Aug.  O.,  Ex-Governor..  23. 

Bowen  Building   112. 

Brady,  .Tohn  F   268. 

Braitsch  &  Co.  Factory   107. 

Brickley,  Charles  A   272. 

Bristol  Harbor,  View  of   213 

Brown  Building   163. 

Brown,  D.  Russell,  Ex-Governor.  161. 

Brown,  Herbert  E   119. 

Brown,  James   252. 

Brown  &  Sharpe  Mfg.  Co.  Wks.  12. 

B.  B.  &  R.  Knight  Mills   40. 

Bucklin,  Edward  C   314. 

Burglar  Proof  Lock   55. 

Burton,  David   138. 

"Butterfly"  Factory,  View  of.  .  292. 

c 

Capron,  Herbert  S   232. 

Carpenter,  A.  1   146. 

Caswell,  Caleb  A   140 

Central  Falls,  View  of   241. 

Centreville  Cot.  Mill,  View  of.  169. 

Chalice,  Gorham  Mfg.  Co   8. 

Champlin  Building,  View  of .  .  .  217. 

Champlin,  George  B   216. 

Charnley,  Charles  F   148. 

Charnley,  James  A   148. 

City  Mch.  Slubbing  Fly  Frame.  288. 

Clark,  Harry  C   197. 

Clark,  Henry  C   197. 

Clark,  John  L   32. 

Clark  Mfg.  Co.  Salesrooms   33! 

Coleman,  Edward  J.  F   37. 

Columbian  Steam  Engine   196. 

Colvin  Foundry  Co.  Plant   137. 

Colvin,  Theodore  H   136. 


Conant,  Hezekiah  

Conant,  John  W  

Cook,  B.  Clinton  

Cook,  Edward  N  

Corliss  Steam  Eng.  Co.  Wks.  .  . 

Cornell  &  Andrews  

Cornell,  William  Oscar  

Coronet  Worsted  Co.  Mill  No.  1. 
Coronet  Worsted  Co.  Mill  No.  2. 

Cottrell,  C.  B  

Cottrell,  Calvert  Byron  

C.  B.  Cottrell  &  Sons  Co.  Plant. 

C.  B.  Cottrell  &  Sons  Co.  Rotary 
Press  

Crahan,  Marcus  

Crandall,  Joseph  L  

Cranston  Worsted  Mills,  View 

of  

Crompton  Company  Plant  

Crompton  Co.  Mill  Tower  

Crossley,  Lawton  

Cutler,  Harry  

Cutler  Mfg.  Co.  Plant  

D 

Dart,  E.  M  

Davis,  Jeffrey  

Davis,  William  D  

Da  vol  Rubber  Co.  Plant  

D.  Goff  &  Sons  Plant  

Devereux,  Orin  C  

Dixon  House  Square,  Westerly. 

Dover,  George  W  

Draper,  James  O  

Dunn  Worsted  Co.  No.  1  Mill.  . 
Dunn  Worsted  Co.  New  Mill.  . . 
Dyer  Street  Land  Co.  Building. 

E 

Eagle  Mills,  two  views  

Earl  A.  Potter's  Factory  

Bdmands,  Benjamin  B  

Ellis,  John  W  

Elm  Street  Machine  Shop  

Emma  Building  

F 

Parnsworth,  John  P  

Farwell  Worsted  Mills,  View  of. 
Farwell  Worsted  Mills,  No.  2.  . 
Finishing  Wks.,W.W.  Dunnell. 

Fletcher,  Joseph  E  

Fletcher  Mfg.  Co.  Plant  

Foresdale  Mfg.  Co.  Mill  

Franklin  Machine  Co.  Works.. 

Eraser.  John  M  

F.  B.  Wilkins  &  Co.  Factory.  . . 

Fuller  Building  

Fuller  Iron  Works  Plant  

Fuller  Iron  Works  Foundry.  . 
Fred  L.  Sayles  &  Co.  Mills... 

Q 

General  Fire  Exting;uislier  Co. . . 
George  W.  Payne  &  Co.  Works. 
George  W.  Dover  Plant  


236.  Gilbane,  William  &  Bro.'s  Plant.  31. 

159.  Glass  Steam  Gauge,  R.  F.  Morse.  91. 

127.   Goff,  Lyman  B   274. 

127.  Gorham  Mfg.  Co.  Works   9. 

307.   Graham,  Thomas  H   16/. 

227.  Granger  Foundry  Mch.  Shop..  191. 

226.   Granger  Foundry  Works   192. 

202.   Grant,  George  H   282. 

200.   Grant,  Joseph  W   212. 

152.  Greene  &  Daniels  Mfg.  Co.  Pit.  263. 

152.  Greene,  George  F   iu6. 

153.  Greene,  James  A   142. 

Greene,  Randolph  A   106. 

154.  Greene,  William  C   116. 

229.  Greene,  William  S   106. 

125.  Gregory, William,  Ex-Governor.  7. 

Griffith,  Rufus  L   128. 

215.  Griffith,  Walter  A   128. 

179.  Grimshaw,  Amos   108. 

180.  Guerin  Spinning  Co.  Plant   303. 

108. 

302.  H 
209. 

Hart  Textile  Co.  Factory   291. 

Hamlet  Textile  Co.  Mill   173. 

216.  Haley,  Oswald  C   204. 

230.  Halkyard  Mfg.  Co.  Building. . .  144. 
230.   Halkyard,  William   145. 

48.   Hamilton  Web  Co.  Mills   143. 

273.   Harbor  at  Newport   330. 

93.   Harris,  William  A   223. 

151.   Harrison,  Charles  E   246. 

102.  Harrison,  Richard   246. 

278.  Harrison  Yarn  &  Dyeing  Co.  Pit.  247. 

304.   Hambly,  .lohn  H   230. 

304.  Hawes,  James  A   305. 

139.  Hazard  Memorial,  Peace  Dale..  68. 

Heathcote.  John   184. 

Heathcote  Tentering  &  Drying 

283.      Machine   185. 

186.   Heimberger,  Charles  J   96. 

36.   Hill,  Thomas  J   16. 

84.   Hinchliffe,  William   175. 

181.  Hood,  Arnold  S   36. 

95.    Hope  Webbing  Co.  Plant   319. 

Hopkins,  Addison  S   82. 

Hopkins  Machine  Wks.  Plant.  83. 
194.   Horton,  Edgar  K   323. 

242.  Horton  Egbert  C   323. 

243.  Howland  &  Wheaton  Co.  F'ct'y.  211. 

317.   Hudson,  James  S   90. 

199.  Huestis,  Harvey   124. 

233.  Hutchison,  George  W   124. 

174.  , 

30.  ' 

109.  Interlaken    Mills,  Arkwright 

176.      Mills   316. 

326.  Interlaken     Mills,  Finishing 

270.  Works    315. 

271.  Interlaken  Mills,  Harris  Mill..  315. 
63.  Irons,  Charles  F   133. 

J 

329.  James  Brown  Machine  Shop. .  .  253. 

276.  Jesse  Metcalf  Building   129. 

103.  John  J.  Kenyon  Mfg.  Co.  Plant  245. 
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John  K.  Brady's  Plating  Wks.  .  2<i9. 

.loslin  Ml'g.  Co.  Mills   51. 

.loKlin,  William  E   50. 

.loslin,  William  H   50. 

Joseph    Banigan    Rubber  Co. 

Plant    45. 

J.  &  P.  Coats  Thread  Factories  237. 
J.  O.  Draper  &  Co.'s  Plant   279. 

K 

Kenyon,  John  J   244. 

Knight,  Benjamin  B   42. 

Knight.  Robert   42. 

Knowles,  Joseph  B   14. 

L 

Lawton  Spinning  Co.  Plant.  ...  78. 

Lee,  Joseph  H   37. 

T.ind,  Peter   96. 

l.ind,  Thomas  W   100. 

Linton,  Robert   277. 

Littlefield,  Alfred  H.,  Ex-Gov. .  .  206. 

iJppitt,  C.  Warren,  Ex-Gov   56. 

Lorraine  Mfg.  Co.  Plant   248. 

Luther,  Frederick  B   134. 

Luther,  Henry  C   123. 

Luther,  William  H   134. 

Lymansville  Company  Mill. .  .  .  183. 

M 

Magee,  Thomas  R   305. 

Manchester,  Walter  H   90. 

Manton,  Frank  S   24. 

Manufacturers'  Building   117. 

Manville  Mill   75. 

Marcy,  Harry  W   228. 

Maslon,  Robert  D   250. 

McKenna,  Frank   257. 

McWilliams,  John   120. 

Mechanical  Fabric  Co.  Plant..  141. 

Merriman,  Charles  H   74. 

Micrometer   Caliper,  Slocomb 

&  Co  '   87. 

Miller,  George  W   219. 

Miller,  Jeremiah  W   121. 

Miller,  William  F   121. 

Miller,  William  H   121. 

Milling   Machine,    Beaman  & 

Smith    34. 

Miller  Steam  Rotary  Cl'th  Pr's.  219. 
Milling  Mach,,  Brown  &  Sharpe  11. 

Moore,  Samuel   132. 

Morse,  Frederick  W   149. 

Morse,  Rodolph  F   91. 

N 

Narragansett  Brewing  Co   320. 

National  India  Rubber  Plant..  267. 

N.  E.  Butt  Co.  Plant   39. 

N.  E.  Thread  Co.'s  Plants   255. 

jNlewport  Telephone  Building.  .  60. 

Nicholson  File  Co.  Plants   21. 

Nicholson,  Samuel  M   20. 

Norcross   Bros.    Steam  Stone 

Works    164. 

Normandy,  Charles  O   91. 

O 

Oakdale  Mfg.  Co.  Plant   225. 

OIney,  Albert  H   198. 

Orswell,  Edmund  W   310. 

Orswell,  William  W   310. 

Ostby  &  Barton  Co.  Building.  .  101. 

P 

Paine,  George  W   7it. 


Palmer,  J(jhn  S   1L5. 

Parker  Mills  No.  2   210. 

Parsons,  G.  Richmond   178. 

Pascoag,  Village  of   64. 

Pawtucket,  City  of.    Views.  . . ,  234. 

Pawtucket  Falls   235. 

Pawtucket  Foundry  Co.  Plant.  309. 

Pawtucket  Telephone  Building  61. 

Peace  Dale  Mfg.  Co.  Plant   69. 

Peirce.  William  C   16. 

Pervear,  Charles  n)   260. 

Pervear,  Henry  N   111. 

Phillips,  Eugene  F   188. 

Phillips,  E.  Rowland   188. 

Phillips,  Frank  N   188. 

Pitkin,  Alfred  B   89. 

Place,  Oscar  E   109. 

Pocasset  Worsted  Mill   19. 

Potter,  Dexter  B   58. 

Potter,  Earl  A   186. 

Potter  &  Johnson  Machine  Co. 

Plant    262. 

Prendergast's  Worsted  Mill...  65. 

Prize  Cup.  J.  B.  &  S.M. Knowles  15. 

Providence  Belting  Co.  Wks. .  .  18. 

Prov.  D.,  B.  &  Cal.  Co.  Works.  .  195. 

Providence  Engineering  Wks. .  193. 

Prov.  Gas  Co.    South  Station.  86. 

Prov.  Gas  Co.    West  Station.  .  85. 

Providence  Machine  Co.  Wks..  17. 

Providence  Telephone  Bldg.  .  .  59. 

Providence,  Views  of   4. 

Provuncher,  Joseph   79. 

Provuncher  Water  Tube  Boiler  79. 

Q 

Quarters,  William  F   203. 

Quidnick  Mfg.  Co.  Mills   231. 

R 

Reliance  Mill   198. 

Remington,  Albert  A   98. 

Remington  Building   99. 

Remington.  Horace   98. 

Rice,  Herbert  W   28. 

Rice,  J.  William   28. 

Richmond,  F.  E   178. 

Richmond,  Howard   178. 

River  Spinning  Co.  Plant   218. 

Rogers  Screw  Co.  Plant   312. 

Roy,  Levi  J   126. 

Russell,  Charles  A   133. 

Rumford  Chem.  Wks.  Plants ..  26-27 

R.  A.  Sherman's  Planing  Mill..  160. 

R.  1.  Indus.  Exposition  Views.  .  327. 

S 

Sack,  A.  Albert   182. 

i^ayles,  Albert  H   62. 

Sayles  Bleacheries,  Works.  .  .  .  239. 

Sayles,  Fred  L   62. 

Sayles,  William  F   238. 

Sayles  &  Gilleran  Mill   302. 

Schofleld,  William  A   130. 

Silver  Spring  Bleach.  &  Dyeing 

Works  . ;   57. 

Simmons  Building   1(15. 

Sisson,  Charles   318. 

Slater  Cotton  Co.  Plant   259. 

Slater  Mill,  Pawtucket   289. 

Smith,  Charles  S   264. 

Smith,  Fred  L   43. 

Smith  Granite  Co.  Quarry   158. 

Smith.  James   92. 


Smith  Webbing  Co.  Plant   265. 

Smith,  William   92 

Social  Mill   75. 

Solway  Mills   155 

Southwick,  Elwin  E     I66. 

Spencer,  Everett  L   94^ 

Stanley,  Arthur  W   278' 

Starkweather,  William  C   127. 

"Stone    House",    Stephen  H. 

Smith's    293. 

Sweet,  Fred  S   88. 

T 

Taft-Peirce  Mfg.  Co.  Works ...  76. 

Thayer,  Pnilo  E   32]. 

Tingley,  A.  Curtis   162. 

Tinkham,  William   66. 

The  Robt.  D.  Mason  Co.  Plant.  251. 

Thomas.  Charles  E   172. 

Thomas,  Fred  A   308. 

Thornton.  Frank  L   140. 

Thornton,  .James  T   88. 

Thurston,  Horace   104. 

Treat,  Robert  B   168 

Tuttle.  C.  Warren   147. 

U 

U.  S.  Gutta  Percha  Paint  Co. 

Works    29. 

Union  Trust  Co.  Building   165. 

Union  Wadding  Co.  Plant   275. 

V 

VennerbecK,  C.  F   113. 

Vennerbeck,  Thomas  R   113. 

Voelker  Cloth  Press   221. 

Voelker  Dewing  Machine   222. 

Voelker,  George  W   220. 

W 

Warburton,  Franklin  E   254. 

Warburton,  Harry  A   254. 

Warburton  Henry  A   254. 

Warren  Mfg.  Co.  Mill   208. 

Webster,  Henry  L   li. 

Weeks  Bros.  Co.  Factory   171. 

Weeks.  Fred  A   171. 

Westerly  Harbor.    View  of...  150. 

Westerly  Woolen  Co.  Mills   157. 

Westminster  Sti-eet  .  View  of.  6. 

Whipple's  Mill   187. 

White,  Albert  C   58. 

White,  Stillman   38. 

Whittemore,  Kendall  W   149. 

Wilbur,  Ben.iamin   177. 

Williams,  Daniel  C   167. 

Williams.  Manuel  F   126. 

Wm.  Tinkham  &  Co.  Factory.  .  67. 

Winchester,  Gilman  K   36. 

Wood,  E.  B   146. 

Wood.  Frank   175. 

Wood,  Manning   175. 

Woonsocket  Falls,  View  of .  .  .  .  77. 
Woonsocket,  View  of  Bridge..  325. 
Woonsocket  Machine  &  Press 

Co.  Works   285. 

Woonsocket  M.  &  P.  Co.  Cloth 

Press    287. 

Woonsocket  Rubber  Co.  Alice 

Mill    281. 

Woonsocket,  View  of   72. 

W.  S.  Bos  worth  Foundry   210. 

Wm.  H.  Luther  &  Son  Factory  135. 

Y 

Youn,g,  Walter  C   88. 
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